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CRANFORD – The Jewish Com-
munity Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, which offers pre-
school and kindergarten pro-
grams, has announced that it is
expanding beyond its walls in
Scotch Plains to create a small,
intimate 2s program at Temple
Beth-El Mekor Chayim begin-
ning in September. Temple
Beth-El Mekor Chayim is located
at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford.

There are both half-day and
full-day 2s program options, and
the JCC also will offer early and
late stay care options at the
Cranford location.

The JCC preschool and kinder-
garten is NAEYC (National Asso-
ciation for the Education of Young
Children) accredited and is a
recognized Sheva Learning Com-
munity Cornerstone School by
the JCCA of North America.
Sheva (seven) is comprised of

seven core elements that iden-
tify and distinguish the school as
a progressive, dynamic and ex-
cellent learning community that
identifies with constructivist
learning philosophies and is in-
spired by Jewish expressions of
values.

Additionally, the JCC’s Cranford
location offers working parents
commuting convenience as
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim is
within walking distance from the
Cranford train station and bus
stop and just minutes away from
the Garden State Parkway. Par-
ents who use mass transit may
park in the synagogue lot all day
while their child is in school.

Membership at the JCC gives
individuals access to this new
JCC preschool option and lets
them enjoy all that the JCC of-
fers, such as its state-of-the-art
Fitness Center, indoor and out-
door pools, Camp Yachad, a full

Garwood Library to Present
Magic Show For Adults

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library will host a magic show
for adult audiences on Wednes-
day, July 31, at 7 p.m. Magician
Mark Zacharia will present a pro-
gram entitled “Murder, Mystery,
and Magic.”

Mr. Zacharia’s whodunit with a
magical twist is just the latest in
his series of one-man magic
shows. He has performed off-
Broadway at Monday Night
Magic, at the Dickens Parlour
Theatre in Delaware, the Wizardz
Theater in Florida and South
Street Magic in Philadelphia, and
has even been brought up for a
command performance for the
New York State Senate.

Mr. Zacharia performs at the

Stage House Tavern in Scotch
Plains on Thursday evenings and
at Calandra’s Mediterranean Grill
in Fairfield on Sunday evenings.

Registration is required for this
event and can be done in person
at the library, by calling (908)
789-1670 or through the library’s
interactive calendar at
youseemore.com/garwood. The
Garwood Public Library is located
at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue, behind the
Lincoln School complex.

Library hours are Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8
p.m., and Fridays from 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. The library is closed on
Saturdays during the summer
until after Labor Day.

slate of innovative programming
and more.

For more information regard-
ing all JCC preschool and kin-
dergarten programs, contact
Robin Brous, JCC associate ex-
ecutive director and Early Child-
hood Services director, at (908)
889-8800, extension no. 204,
or rbrous@jccnj.org. For infor-
mation on JCC membership, con-
tact Caren Goldberg, member-
ship director, at (908) 889-8800,
extension no. 236, or
cgoldberg@jccnj.org.

Located at 1391 Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains, the JCC of
Central New Jersey is a con-
stituent agency of the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest
NJ, United Way of Greater Union
County and the Westfield United
Fund. Financial assistance is
available for JCC membership
and various programs.

Cranford Board OKs
Multi-Use Subdivision

at a later date when they have
more information. The final con-
dition was a continued emphasis
on marketing and using the units
as one-bedroom apartments; the
spaces, which range from 875 to
1,040 square feet, also contain a
study that could theoretically be
converted into an additional bed-
room illegally, it was noted.

The storm management sys-
tem described would go above
and beyond township require-
ments, but as it was not specifi-
cally addressed in the township
engineer’s memo on the project,
board members wanted to con-
firm the logistics before giving
the green light on the project.

Commissioner Edward O’Malley
cast the one “nay” vote; his re-
marks focused on the external
appearance of the proposed edi-
fice, three sides of which are plain.

“Was any consideration given
to making this more visually ap-
pealing?,” he asked. “If I may say
so, it looks like storage units when
it is living units.”

“We felt what we did was attrac-
tive and residential...and comple-
mented the neighborhood,”
project architect Gregory Waga
responded, citing nearby build-
ings.

Overall, however, the planning
board members felt like their ini-
tial fears were adequately as-
suaged by the presentation and
answers of the Somma group.

Board member Dan Aschenbach
and Mayor Tom Hannen, Jr., who
sits on the board, each expressed
enthusiasm for the space in light
of its handicap accessibility, which
can be hard to find in residential
units. Other board members
thought it would contribute to the
township as a whole.

“When I look at the streetscape
of Centennial, I think it will add to
the neighborhood,” board mem-
ber Mary O’Connor said. “I think
it’s a great project.”

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD - A proposed devel-
opment on Centennial Avenue in
Cranford was heard and passed
by the township’s planning board
by a 7-1 vote on July 17.

The multi-use subdivision will
consist of a commercial space on
the first floor and five, one-bed-
room apartments on the second
floor, all yet to be rented. Cur-
rently, a two-family home exists
on the lot. The owners of the
property, Anthony and Marie
Somma, have owned and oper-
ated nearby land in Cranford for
seven years.

The application to demolish and
rebuild was first submitted in De-
cember, and plans were over-
hauled following critical feedback
from the board.

Deliberations to arrive at the
vote took approximately three
hours, after thorough testimony
and questioning of the project’s
engineer and architect.

Concerns raised regarding the
project at last week’s hearing in-
cluded parking and circulation is-
sues, external lighting and an
intended wall or fence. Township
planner Paul Ricci also was on
hand to critique the plans.

The board passed the applica-
tion under a set of conditions. It
asked for confirmation from the
town engineer of the effective-
ness of a storm management sys-
tem; a different window trim;
that the parking lots intended for
the commercial and residential
space, respectively, be consoli-
dated; and that one parking space
be eliminated to prevent a blind
spot for motorists.

The board also requested com-
pliance with Cranford’s affordable
housing ordinance, which requires
owners to either set aside a unit
or pay a developers’ fee. The
Sommas agreed to comply, but
will decide on which route to take

JCC of Central New Jersey to Expand
Preschool to Cranford Synagogue

Marist Announces
Dean’s List

POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. — The
following local students have
been named to the Marist Col-
lege Dean’s List for the spring
2013 semester:

Robert Jotantos, Cranford, is a
member of the Class of 2014 and
is majoring in Accounting.

Amanda Markowski, Westfield,
is a member of the Class of 2014
and is majoring in Psychology.

Ryan Scrudato, Westfield, is a
member of the Class of 2013 and
is majoring in English Writing –
Adolescence Education.


