
Page 6  Thursday, July 25, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

POLICE BLOTTER

Garwood Library to Present
Magic Show For Adults

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library will host a magic show
for adult audiences on Wednesday,
July 31, at 7 p.m. Magician Mark
Zacharia will present a program en-
titled “Murder, Mystery, and Magic.”

Mr. Zacharia’s whodunit with a
magical twist is just the latest in his
series of one-man magic shows. He
has performed off-Broadway at
Monday Night Magic, at the Dickens
Parlour Theatre in Delaware, the
Wizardz Theater in Florida and South
Street Magic in Philadelphia, and
has even been brought up for a com-
mand performance for the New York
State Senate.

Mr. Zacharia performs at the Stage
House Tavern in Scotch Plains on
Thursday evenings and at Calandra’s
Mediterranean Grill in Fairfield on
Sunday evenings.

Registration is required for this
event and can be done in person at
the library, by calling (908) 789-
1670 or through the library’s inter-
active calendar at youseemore.com/
garwood. The Garwood Public Li-
brary is located at the corner of

Walnut Street and Third Avenue,
behind the Lincoln School complex.

Library hours are Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Fri-
days from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The
library is closed on Saturdays dur-
ing the summer until after Labor
Day.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

J.J.M.
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NEW WCW OFFICERS…The Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) installed new
officers at a ceremony conducted by member Parliamentarian Jean Murphy, assisted
by Lorraine Forgus, during a general meeting of the club held recently at the Masonic
Lodge in Westfield. Leading the WCW will be President Dolores Geisow, assisted by
Second Vice-President/Federation Secretary Anne Galante, Recording Secretary
Pat D’Angelo, Corresponding Secretary Mary Fran Annese, Treasurer Ruth Positan,
Assistant Treasurer Cindy Neivert and Scholarship/Education Trustee Anne Magnotti.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Lorraine Forgus, Pat D’Angelo, Anne Magnotti, Jean
Murphy, Anne Galante and Dolores Geisow. Missing from the photo are Ruth
Positan, Cindy Neivert and Mary Fran Annese.

– Obituaries –
William K. Gerckens, 79, Family Man;

Had Owned F.W. Plastics in Linden
William K. Gerckens, 79, of

Westfield passed away on Monday,
July 22, 2013, at his residence, sur-
rounded by his loving family.

Born in Hoboken, N.J., he was
raised in Bay Ridge,
Brooklyn, N.Y., where
he met and later married
his high school sweet-
heart, Frances Caramico.
He was the beloved son
of the late Walter and
Grete Gerckens and dear
brother of the late Victor
Gerckens.

William and his fam-
ily moved to Westfield
in 1972. He was
hardworking, ambitious
and honorable, and al-
ways had a job after school. These
were traits instilled into him by his
parents. With many job offers com-
ing to him, he accepted one from a
plastic injection company, Anderson
Tool and Die, where he worked for
30 years. He became very successful
and acquired his own company, F.W.
Plastics in Linden, N.J.

William suffered a stroke in 1991,
which caused him to become dis-
abled and to lose his speech. Love of
God and his family gave him the
motivation to live another 22½ years.
He greatly enjoyed spending time at
his sons’ lake house in Lake

Wallenpaupack, Pa., and seeing his
loving, caring and wonderful family
and grandchildren.

He will be missed by his wife of 58
years, Frances; four sons, Ronald and

wife Cindy, Michael and wife
Anna, Karl and wife Lynn,
and Eric and wife Maria; 12
grandchildren, Adam, Jen,
Josh, Travis, Mel, Gerhardt,
Chris, Max, Ashley, Maria,
Kurt and Nicole; many nieces
and nephews; his in-laws, Rose
and Ray Caramico; dear
friends Jo and Bart Ruggiero,
and all.

William’s visitation will be
4 to 7 p.m. today, Thursday,
July 25, at Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street,

Westfield. His Funeral Mass will be
celebrated at 9:30 a.m. tomorrow,
Friday, July 26, at his parish church,
The Church of St. Anne, 325 Second
Avenue, Garwood. Interment will
follow at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
William’s memory may be made to
the Church of St. Anne, 325 Second
Avenue, Garwood, N.J. 07027 or to
Atlantic Hospice.

To offer condolences, go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com.
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Paul T. Winberry, Sr., Enjoyed Family;
Had Long Career In Human Resources
Paul Thomas Winberry, Sr. of Au-

burn, Ohio, formerly of Westfield,
N.J., died on Monday, July 22, 2013,
after a hard fought battle with Acute
Myeloid Leukemia. He
died peacefully at home
surrounded by his family.

Paul was born on April
3, 1946 in Rutherford, N.J.
to Lawrence and Dorothy
(Masters) Winberry. He
graduated from Livingston
High School in 1964 and
from Walsh University in
1971. He received his
MBA from Fordham Uni-
versity in 1974. He mar-
ried Lynn Marie Holohan
on June 27, 1970, and they
recently celebrated their
43rd anniversary.

Paul worked in Jersey City and
New York City for 38 years in hu-
man resources, most recently for TD
Bank. He retired in 2009, and while
he wasn’t able to enjoy too much of
his retirement before his illness, he
liked to golf, bike and spend time
with his family.

Paul has three children, Melissa

Gleeson of Chagrin Falls, Ohio, Paul
and his wife, Jessica, of Garrison,
N.Y. and Elizabeth of Fort Collins,
Colo., and three grandchildren. Paul

took his role of “Poppie”
seriously and loved his
grandchildren, Henry
Gleeson, Phoebe Gleeson
and Oliver Gleeson. Paul
also is survived by his
three younger siblings,
Lawrence and his wife,
Jeannie, Jane Harrison
and her husband, Vincent,
and Shawn and his wife,
Susan. He was preceded
in death by his mother,
Dorothy Budis, who
passed away October 8,
2012, and father,

Lawrence Winberry, who passed
away in 1951.

In lieu of flowers, the family is
asking that donations be made to the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society
of Northern Ohio. Funeral arrange-
ments are through Kindrich-
McHugh Steinbauer Funeral Home
in Solon, Ohio.
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Library Plans Tribute
To Bill Evans Trio

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a
tribute to the Bill Evans Trio and
the “life philosophy” of Bill Evans
on Wednesday, July 31, at 7 p.m.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Mr. Evans, a seven-time Grammy
Award winner and jazz pianist from
New Jersey, played at the Village
Gate in New York City during the
1960s. Joel Zelnik, another New Jer-
sey resident and pianist, often split
the set with the Bill Evans Trio.

Mr. Zelnik’s tribute to Mr. Evans,
entitled “My Bill Evans,” focuses on
all that Mr. Zelnik learned both about
music and life from Mr. Evans.

This event will be open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders, but attend-
ees must register for the program.
MURAL cardholders belong to li-
braries that  are part  of  the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. For partici-
pating l ibraries,  check the
Westfield Memorial  Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register,
visit wmlnj.org and click on the
Calendar tab, or call (908) 789-
4090, extension 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday,
and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday. The library is closed on
Sundays until September 22.

Senior Committee Schedules
Damn Yankees Theater Trip
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Senior Advisory Committee
has announced the final trip for 2013,
which will be a performance of Damn
Yankees on Sunday, September 29, at
the Count Basie Theater in Red Bank.

The story revolves around middle-
aged baseball player Joe Boyd, whose
team always loses to the New York
Yankees, and how he manages to
become a major-league star.

The bus will leave the Scotch Hills
Golf Course parking lot at 1 p.m. for
the 3 p.m. performance. The expected
return time is 6 p.m. Tickets cost $29
for Scotch Plains and Fanwood resi-
dents and $32 for all others. The
Township of Scotch Plains will un-
derwrite the transportation cost.

Upon returning to town, attendees
will decide whether or not to as-
semble and eat dinner together in a
local restaurant, giving them more

time for socialization and meeting
new friends.

Registration will begin Tuesday,
August 6, for Scotch Plains and
Fanwood residents and the following
Tuesday, August 13, for all others.

To register for this final Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee trip, come to the Scotch Plains
Recreation Office, Room 113, at the
municipal building. The municipal
building is located at 430 Park Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. When register-
ing, participants should indicate in-
dividuals who wish to be seated to-
gether in rows.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Westfield
Friday, July 12, a burglary was

reported at a residence on the 400
block of First Street. One or more
unknown suspects gained entry to
the residence but no items were taken,
according to police.

Saturday, July 13, a Mohawk Trail
resident reported a burglary in which
one or more unknown suspects gained
entry to the residence and removed
approximately $2,500 worth of items.

Saturday, July 13, a resident of the
400 block of Alden Avenue reported
being the victim of identity theft. Some-
one unknown gained access to the
victim’s information and attempted to
access the victim’s bank accounts. No
monetary loss was reported at the time.

Saturday, July 13, a resident of
Kirkview Circle reported a theft. The
victim stated that $13,768 was stolen
from him while he was dealing with a
contractor doing work on the residence.

Sunday, July 14, a resident of the
500 block of West South Avenue re-
ported a burglary and theft. According
to the victim, one or more unknown
suspects gained entry to his apartment
and stole $3,000 in U.S. currency.

Sunday, July 14, a burglary and
theft was reported at an apartment on
the 500 block of West South Avenue.
The victim stated that one or more
unknown suspects gained entry and
stole $15 in U.S. currency.

Sunday, July 14, George Clapp,
71, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct pur-
suant to a police investigation at Elm
and East Broad Streets. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on a summons.

Sunday, July 14, Patrick Culleton,
18, and Jonathan Murphy, 18, both of
Springfield, were arrested on charges
of burglary, attempted burglary, theft
and criminal mischief pursuant to an
investigation in the 100 block of Elm
Street. According to police, the sus-
pects allegedly forcibly entered a busi-
ness by kicking in the front entry door
window. Once inside, they removed a
pack of cigarettes before fleeing the
scene in their personal motor vehicle.
They subsequently were stopped a
short distance from the crime scene.

It was later determined that the
suspects had attempted to enter the
premises minutes before they actu-
ally gained entry, but were thwarted
by the alarm system, authorities said.
Upon their actual entry the alarm
activated again, but the suspects were
able to exit prior to the arrival of
police. The suspects were transported
to police headquarters, processed and
held in lieu of bail.

Tuesday, July 16, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that her bicycle was
stolen from the south-side train sta-
tion after someone cut off the cable
lock that was securing the bicycle to
the rack. The bicycle is described as
a gray-, white- and gold-colored Scott
Hybrid.

Tuesday, July 16, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that one or more un-
known suspects attempted to cut
through the cable lock that was se-
curing his bicycle to a rack located at
the south-side train station that day
between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m. It appears
someone attempted to slice the cable
lock with bolt cutters.

Wednesday, July 17, a Westfield
resident reported that one or more
unknown suspects had stolen his
white Miata mountain bicycle from
the bicycle rack at the south-side
train station by removing the cable
and padlock sometime between 6:30
a.m. and 8 p.m. the day before.

Wednesday, July 17, a Westfield
resident reported that her Quest
mountain bicycle was stolen on July
6 from the south-side train station.
She said the bicycle had been secured
to the bicycle rack with a cable lock
that also was removed.

Thursday, July 18, Joseph
Calavano, 54, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on a Springfield warrant dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South and
Summit Avenues. He was released
after posting $120 bail.

Thursday, July 18, a witness reported
a burglary on the 100 block of Moun-
tain Avenue in which $75 worth of
items was removed from an establish-
ment. There are no suspects at this time.

Friday, July 19, a resident of the
100 block of Stoneleigh Park reported
a theft in which personal property,
valued at approximately $475, was
removed from the victim’s unlocked
motor vehicle. There are no suspects
at this time.

Friday, July 19, Ibn Sears, 28, of
Plainfield was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant for $500.
Bail on the warrant was not posted. He
was committed to the Union County
jail pending a court appearance.

Friday, July 19, Melody Pringle,
48, of Linden was arrested at Garwood
police headquarters on five outstand-
ing Westfield warrants totaling $419.
Pringle posted bail and was released.

Sunday, July 21, Edward Nugent,
49, of Cranford was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at Central Avenue and Vir-
ginia Street. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
held. Nugent also had an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $114,
for which he was unable to post bail.

Monday, July 22, Quentin Padilla,
20, of Clark was arrested on an out-
standing Cranford traffic warrant for
$120 pursuant to a motor vehicle

stop at North Avenue East and South
Chestnut Street. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released on posted bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, July 10, John Garri-

son, 49, of East Newark was arrested
on an active Newark warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on the 300
block of South Avenue. He was pro-
cessed and released by the Newark
Municipal Court.

Thursday, July 11, the owner of a
motor vehicle reported that someone
scratched the vehicle numerous times
at the Fanwood train station.

Saturday, July 13, Kashif Totten,
21, of Somerset was arrested on an
active Bordentown warrant after a
motor vehicle stop at Martine and
South Avenues. He was processed
and released by the Bordentown
Municipal Court.

Monday, July 15, Mary Cuestas-
Aragon, 28, of Freeport, N.Y. was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after a mo-
tor vehicle stop at South and Hetfield
Avenues. The driver failed multiple
field sobriety tests at the scene, ac-
cording to police. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released to a responsible person.

Monday, July 15, Kevin Williams,
23, of Plainfield was arrested on an
active Plainfield warrant after police
responded to a dispute on the 100
block of South Avenue. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department.

Monday, July 15, Roberta
Kebbekus, 49, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an active Branchburg war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Terrill Road. She was
processed, posted bail and released.

Wednesday, July 17, a resident of
the 300 block of South Avenue re-
ported a girls’ bicycle, valued at $150,
was stolen from the property.

Thursday, July 18, Laura Wakstein,
41, of Clark was arrested on an active
Woodbridge warrant after a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Terrill Road. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, July 16, Danny T. Mukendi,

31, of Belleville was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22.

Wednesday, July 17, Morris A.
Dozier, 54, of Newark was picked up
from the Essex County correctional
facility on an outstanding warrant out
of Mountainside. He was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, July 17, Kenneth
Peoples, 50, of Newark was picked
up at the Newark Police Department
on an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, July 17, the owner of a
Mill Lane business reported that a
former employee had failed to return
approximately $3,000 in camera
equipment after she was laid off due to
slowing business. According to po-
lice, the victim attempted to get in
touch with the suspect numerous times
but his calls and certified letter were
not answered. The victim contacted
his insurance company to file a theft
by employee claim, at which time the
suspect responded and stated the
equipment was lost during Hurricane
Sandy, police said. The victim’s insur-
ance company advised him to file a
police report, authorities reported.

Wednesday, July 17, an individual
who was using the Fitness Trail recov-
ered several items found on the trail
and brought them into police head-
quarters. According to police, the items
found included a silver bowl, a small
pewter kettle, a silver gravy boat, an
ornate silver bowl with the inscrip-
tion, “Jane, Happy 80th, Love Peg”
and a small silver religious statue.

Friday, July 19, Lateif Dickerson,
44, of Jersey City was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for driving with a suspended li-
cense. He was processed and released
at the scene.

Friday, July 19, a resident of Whip-
poorwill Way reported that two of his
five-gallon buckets used for recy-
cling were missing. According to
police, the buckets were found in the
possession of Midwest Construction,
which was contracted to install curb-
ing and pave Whippoorwill Way. The
incident was turned over to the zon-
ing department.

Monday, July 22, Aretha Williams,
33, of South Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
for driving with a suspended license.

Monday, July 22, a resident of Wild
Hedge Lane reported that while she
was in New York City, someone re-
moved her purse from a VIP room.
According to police, missing was
cash, her New Jersey driver’s license,
credit cards, iPhone and a JP Morgan
identification. The victim provided
police with a list of numbers called
on the iPhone after it was stolen,
police reported.

Monday, July 22, Pierre J. Hines,
23, of Linden was arrested on an
outstanding Linden warrant for $115
after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. He was transported to police head-
quarters, posted bail and released.

Tuesday, July 23, Jamie Lynn
Sorenson, 27, of Piscataway was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after police re-
sponded to a motor vehicle that be-
came disabled after striking a curb on
Route 22.

Paul T. Winberry, Sr.

William K. Gerckens

Felix Haas, 92, Provost Emeritus;
Devoted Father and Grandfather

Hist. Soc. Sells
Boscov Tickets

KENILWORTH – The Kenilworth
Historical Society is selling $5 ad-
mission tickets to Boscov’s Thurs-
day, August 8 “Gala Preview” at
Woodbridge Center.

Proceeds from the Historical
Society’s ticket sales will benefit the
organization’s “Give the House a Lift”
campaign, an ongoing fundraiser to
obtain an elevator that will make the
newly restored Oswald J. Nitschke
House “living history” museum and
cultural arts center in Kenilworth fully
accessible to everyone.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, call (908) 709-0434 or
(908) 709-0391.

Felix “Phil” Haas, Provost Emeri-
tus of Purdue University, father of
Town Councilman Dave Haas and resi-
dent of the Sunrise Assisted Living
facility, passed away on
Tuesday, July 16, 2013,
surrounded by his family.

Known as “Phil,” Mr.
Haas was born on April
20, 1921 in Vienna, Aus-
tria, and immigrated to
New Jersey in 1939. He
joined the U.S. Army in
1943, serving as an artil-
lery sergeant under Gen-
eral Patton in World War
II. After the war, even
though he lacked a high
school degree, he was
admitted to MIT.

In 1946, Mr. Haas had completed
his bachelor’s degree in physics,
chemistry and mathematics, and his
Ph.D. in mathematics. During this
time, he met and married Violet
Bushwick. They had three children,
Richard A. Haas of Shrewsbury,
Mass., Elizabeth Haas Edersheim of
Scarsdale, N.Y. and Dave Haas of
Westfield, N.J.

In 1962, Mr. Haas began a long
career at Purdue University in Indi-
ana, becoming the first Dean of the
School of Science. In that role, he
helped launch the country’s first com-
puter science department.

After retiring as Provost, Mr. Haas
returned to Purdue as the Arthur G.
Hansen Professor Emeritus of Math-
ematics. Beginning in 1991, he taught

pro-bono in exchange for
a commitment from
Purdue that his teaching
would relieve non-tenured
female faculty members
with young children of
their teaching loads.

“Of all of the things I
have done,” Phil said,
“teaching is what I have
enjoyed most. My best
memories are of sparking
excitement about a disci-
pline in a student who
didn’t know what he or
she wanted to do. That

excitement is the best thing that can
happen.”

He was predeceased by his first
wife. He is survived by his second
wife, Margaret; his three children
and their spouses, Richard (Ann
Mitchell), Elizabeth (Steven
Edersheim) and David (Dana
Stevens), and seven grandchildren,
Derek, Brian (Yen-Hua Yu), Andrea,
Jacob, Alvin, Claire and Violet.

The family held a graveside burial
and a public memorial service is
planned for this fall in West
Lafayette, Ind.
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