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Five years ago, New Jersey be-
came only the second state to join a
Compact whereby the state’s electors
would agree to give all the New
Jersey’s Electoral Votes to the na-
tional winner in Presidential elec-
tions. Currently, these votes are given
to the candidate who wins the popu-
lar vote in the state. Each state has
electors equal to its representation in
the U.S. House and the U.S. Senate;
in New Jersey, that equals 14 — 12
for the state’s dozen Congressional
seats plus the two U.S. Senators.

The National Popular Vote move-
ment has gained momentum since
the election of George W. Bush in
2000 over Al Gore. Supporters of the
movement point out that Mr. Gore
won the popular vote in that election,
but Mr. Bush was declared the win-
ner following the U.S. Supreme
Court’s 5-4 ruling awarding Florida’s
Electoral votes to Mr. Bush. Had
Florida not been able to certify its
electoral votes, the House of Repre-
sentatives would have declared the
winner.

But the legislation, mostly sup-
ported by Democratic lawmakers and
signed by Governor Jon Corzine in
2008 and now supported by eight
other states and Washington, D.C., in
our view, goes against the state’s vot-
ers’ wishes by awarding all the state’s
electors to the national winner. In the
past two Presidential Elections,
whereby New Jersey supported the
winner – Barack Obama – this would
not have mattered. But what about
previous elections? New Jersey has

Letters to the Editor
Commentary

New Jersey Should Pull Out
Of National Vote Compact

supported the Democratic Party
nominee every election since 1988.
Would Democrats have supported
giving New Jersey’s votes to Presi-
dent Bush in 2004?

The Compact legislation, in our
opinion, is an attempt to go around an
actual amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution to create a national vote by
invalidating the Electoral College.
Creating an actual national vote for
the President would be difficult to
pass, as it would require a Constitu-
tional amendment ratified by three-
quarters of states to change the sys-
tem, according to The History Chan-
nel. Less support is needed under the
Compact legislation.

“The agreement becomes effec-
tive only after it has been enacted by
enough states to collectively posses
the majority of the electoral votes
required to decide a presidential win
– currently 270 of the 538 electoral
votes,” according to a statement by
the New Jersey Assembly Appropria-
tions Committee concerning the leg-
islation dated November 19, 2007.
The 10 jurisdictions that have sup-
ported the effort to date equal 136 or
50.4 percent of the 270 Electoral
College votes needed to elect the
President. Other states that joined the
Compact are: Hawaii, Illinois, Mary-
land, Massachusetts, Washington,
Vermont, California and Rhode Is-
land.

Besides 2000, there have only been
two other elections in history where
the Electoral College did not initially
result in a winning candidate.

According to ThisNation.com, in
1800, Thomas Jefferson and his run-
ning mate, Aaron Burr, each received
73 electoral votes. “It took the House
36 ballots to finally select Thomas
Jefferson as the third President of the
United States.” To avoid a repeat of
such problems, Congress created the
12th Amendment requiring Presiden-
tial and Vice-Presidential candidates
to run as a team, not individually.

In 1824, the House of Representa-
tives also determined the winner be-
cause Andrew Jackson – the popular
vote winner — failed to win a major-
ity of electoral votes. John Quincy
Adams was declared the winner.

In our view, we should not be con-
niving ways to bypass the Constitu-
tion. Either amend the Constitution
legally for a national vote, or leave
the system in place that has been
effective for 240 years.

New Jersey should pull out of this
Compact and honor the Constitu-
tion.

The Absence of Honor, Honesty,
Loyalty, Integrity, Character

Korea, Our So-Called Forgotten War,
Marks 60th Anniversary on July 27

This Saturday, July 27, is the 60th
anniversary of the end of the Korean
War. Our so-called “forgotten war” is
brushed over by our history classes
today (if discussed at all) yet it was
one of the watershed moments of the
post-World War II era and deserves to
be remembered.

When in June 1950 the North Ko-
rean Army smashed across the 38th
parallel (the latitudinal border) to
overrun most of the South, they un-
leashed a shooting war pitting the
forces of Soviet communism and the
UN democracies against each other
for the first time. When the hostilities
finally ended in an armistice along
the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) on
July 27, 1953, the war left in its wake
37,000 Americans dead and another
100,000 wounded. Rough estimates
put total military casualties between
South Korea, the USA and 15 UN
nations, North Korea, and China at
nearly two million with an equal ci-
vilian toll, making this one of the
bloodiest conflicts of the 20th Cen-
tury.

One of the wounded Americans
who returned home from that war
was a young 2nd Lieutenant of the
1st U.S. Marine Division, my father.
In his more reflective moments he
would tell me bits and pieces of what
happened there, all pretense of glory
stripped away to reveal the naked
truth of what war is: grotesque, primi-
tive, obscene, ghastly. Yet sometimes,
at critical moments like June 1950,
military intervention is the only op-
tion, as “coexist” stickers can’t stop a
tank.

But was the sacrifice made by my
dad and his fellow Cold Warriors
worth it?

To answer this question one must
consider the horrors that 23 million
North Koreans still endure every day.
The starvation, disease, torture, slave
labor camps, and general misery in-
flicted upon these isolated people has
been well documented. I could list all
of South Korea’s accomplishments
and juxtapose them against the gang-
ster state north of the DMZ to illus-
trate the true value of the Allies’ 1950-
1953 intervention, but I think the
famous satellite photo says it all.

Guess where South Korea ends and
North Korea begins? [The lights at
night only shine in South Korea].

So here in black-and-white is the
legacy of the U.S.-led military action
to stop the Northern communists from
bringing the entire peninsula under

their control by force. Like all wars,
this one had its ugly moments but it
cannot be denied that 48 million South
Koreans live in sunlight today thanks
those UN troops who fought to pro-
tect this little country.

The Westfield Korean War memo-
rial, a fusion of two tablets with a
hollow outline of the peninsula join-
ing them, is their voice. The monu-
ment pays tribute to three of our
townsfolk who died there: Army PFC
Richard R. Wilson, Army Lt. Charles
A. Lipphardt, and Marine PFC
Griswold M. Hill, Jr. The words
carved into the marker ask that we
“always remember and pay tribute to
those who have given their lives for
our country.” But really these men
gave their lives for someone else’s
country, which makes their sacrifice
especially sublime.

The Korean War veterans — like
their older siblings from World War
II — are fast fading. A most appropri-
ate way to honor their memory is to
reflect upon what South Korea would
look like today if the United States
had not stepped in six decades ago
and shed its blood and treasure to
save it from the jack-boots of
Pyongyang.

I would suggest our U.S. history
teachers use Korea to impart the les-
son that despite its faults—and all
nations have them—on the balance
the United States has been a force for
good. In my mind’s eye I envision a
class on a nighttime flight over the
sprawling South Korean capital city
of Seoul with its soaring skyscrapers,
bright lights, and teeming masses of
free people…then the teacher encour-
ages the students to cast their collec-
tive gaze just 30 miles northward,
beyond the DMZ, to peer into the
dark, sinister void in the distance.
They should know that the Korean
War veterans made this contrast pos-
sible. That brave Americans like my
dad and hundreds of thousands of his
fellow soldiers, sailors, airmen and
Marines, living and dead, left to the
South Koreans the gift of freedom
and prosperity as their legacy — giv-
ing meaning to their grim suffering
so far from home for a people and
generations to follow whom they
would never know.

Brad Schaeffer
Westfield

Where did it go?… Why do we ratio-
nalize the absence of these traits in our
political leaders, society and our Ameri-
can culture today? The Portrait of George
Washington once held a prominent place
in our nation’s schools. In 1932, to cel-
ebrate the 200th anniversary of his birth,
Congress mandated that the Presidential
portrait of George Washington be dis-
played in every classroom in every school
in America. The federal government
printed a series of 12 booklets on the life
of George Washington to be used as a
teaching tool in the schools as well as the
Presidential Portrait of George Washing-
ton. They were distributed by our Con-
gressmen and Senators to all of the
schools, towns, villages and hamlets
across the country. Today, you have to
look at half the people elected to the
House and Senate and wonder how they
ever got elected to office.

Over the past 50 years, the portraits of
George Washington have been removed,
and so has most of the history from our
children’s history books. There is no
longer a Washington’s Birthday holiday
for the one man who gave birth to our
nation and our individual freedom, who
presided over the Constitutional Con-
vention and guided our new nation as our
first President. Upon his death, President
John Adams said, “His example is now
complete, and it will teach wisdom and
virtue to magistrates, citizens, and men,
not only in the present age, but in future
generations, as long as our history shall
be read.” Today, you have to wonder
what this bunch in the White House is
going to try to “CONTROL” or “COVER
UP” next.

In 1998, I started Portraits of Patriots,
a project to put the Presidential Portrait
of George Washington back into our
nation’s schools as December 14, 1999
was the 200th Anniversary of George
Washington’s death.

I started the effort in New Jersey, my
home state, (Crossroads of the American
Revolution). Well… the effort brought
out the NEA (Teachers Union Leader-
ship) and the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) in force to fight against
it. It was like the site of the Portrait of
George Washington set them a blaze
with smoke coming out of their ears.

In 2002 the New Jersey Department of
Education tried to remove George Wash-
ington, Thomas Jefferson, Ben Franklin,
the Pilgrims, and the word war from the
core history curriculum. This would mean
that the textbook publishers could re-
move all references to our founding as a
nation. You have to wonder... who are the
people in positions of power pushing this
agenda. Next, seriously question who
put them there and why?

The teachings of George Washington
are as timely today as they were when
Lieutenant Colonel U.S. Grant III, gave
a speech to the National Convention of
the National Education Association
(NEA) on July 2, 1930. He closed his
speech with the quote, “Teach your pu-
pils to know and admire George Wash-

ington, to carry his example and com-
panionship in their hearts, and the
country’s destinies will be safe in the
hands of the next generation.”

Symbols and images are important
because they remind us of who we are,
what we are, and what we hope to be. The
image of George Washington reminds us
of what it means to be an American and
of the ideals, devotion, and love of coun-
try that were so strongly exemplified by
our nation’s first president. Perhaps it is
why the radical left has been fighting so
hard to erase him from our history books
and our children’s minds.

Last July I was contacted by National
Geographic when they began filming the
docudrama, Killing Lincoln, based on
Bill O’Reilly’s new book. The George
Washington Presidential Portrait done
by William E. Marshall is the subject of
my project and is the portrait that hung in
the Presidential box at Fords’ Theatre the
night President Lincoln was shot. I sup-
plied the portrait for the movie.

That night was the first time the
President’s Box was ever decorated at
Fords’ Theatre. The Civil War had just
ended, General Lee had surrendered and
it was decorated in celebration of the
event. That portrait of George Washing-
ton was hung prominently on the box
draped with stars and stripes. Abraham
Lincoln revered George Washington.

It was George Washington who gave
meaning to the words… Honor, Hon-
esty, Loyalty, Integrity, Character… lead-
ing by his example.

I think historian David McCullough,
author of 1776, said it best when he said,
“If you don’t know George Washington
you don’t know your country.”

Think about that…It only takes two
generations of ignorance to forget where
we came from as a nation. Our children
will never truly understand.

Over the past 15 years we have placed
500 framed George Washington Presi-
dential Portraits in schools around the
country. This has been coordinated and
funded through various individuals and
organizations at the most local level.
Most schools would have an assembly
and the presentations were made in a
patriotic format. The children would re-
alize why this was an important event.
They would also learn an important les-
son... that no matter what they choose to
do in life... as long as they live there lives
by those five very important words Honor,
Honesty, Loyalty, Integrity, Character,
they would be successful in there en-
deavors and be respected as individuals.

We have presented portraits to four
Governors, The USS George Washing-
ton, Brian Lamb of C-Span, and many
others.

Our goal is to get the remaining 1,900
George Washington Presidential Portraits
into schools through civic-minded indi-
viduals and organizations.

William Sanders
Director, Portraits of Patriots

Basking Ridge

Free Lunch Fraud
TRENTON - The State Comptrol-

ler (OSC) today (July 17) released
the results of an investigation that
found widespread fraud in the Na-
tional School Lunch Program in New
Jersey school districts. The OSC au-
dited 15 school districts over a three-
year period and found that 109 indi-
viduals, including public employees,
public officials and members of their
households, provided false informa-
tion about their incomes in an effort
to take advantage of the program.

Bike Thefts
WESTFIELD - Three subjects were

arrested by the Westfield Police De-
partment onJuly 16 for the thefts of
bicycles at the train station. If anyone
has had a bicycle stolen at the train
station and this theft has not been
reported, contact the Westfield Po-
lice Department at (908) 789-4000,
extension 0, for the police desk.

SEE MORE NEWS
www.goleader.com


