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Letters to the Editor
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Last Week, 44 Years Ago,
‘The Eagle Has Landed’

Last week, 44 years ago, the entire world was
watching TV with wonderment as the first men
landed on the moon. It was the biggest event ever,
connecting all of mankind on that July 20, 1969.
“Houston, Tranquility Base here. The Eagle has
landed!” A few hours later, as he stepped from the
ladder of the lunar landing module to the surface of
the moon, Neil Armstrong, the first man on the
moon, said, “That’s one small step for man – one
giant leap for mankind.” Buzz Aldrin was right
behind him. Michael Collins circled
overhead in the Command Module.

The world glowed with self-es-
teem. Those alive then remember
exactly where they were at that
moment. The astronauts left a
plaque, which is there on the moon
today. It says: “Here Men From
Planet Earth First Set Foot Upon
the Moon. July 1969 A.D. We Came
In Peace For All Mankind.”

The moment was a marvel, filled
with such promise for the future.
People then grew up as the U.S. and
the USSR (United Soviet Socialist
Republic, for those who don’t know
this today) competed in the “Space
Race.” Brave and daring men from
both sides risked everything and
challenged the unknown – what heart, skill and
bravado! – Yesteryear’s “right stuff.”

It strikes me that most people alive today have no
idea what we’re talking about – they weren’t even
born then. They’ve never experienced a man landing
on the moon. The last time it occurred was with
Apollo 17 on December 11, 1972 – Eugene Cernan
and Harrison Schmidt. Ronald Evans was there, too,
but circling the moon as pilot of the Command
Module. We wonder who actually was the last man
to leave the moon, Cernan or Schmidt?

About Apollo 8, Paul Babik made this comment in
a letter to the editor in 2002. “May I point out,
however, that the first men to leave Earth’s gravity
were aboard Apollo 8 during 1968 at Christmas
time. Those men included Jim Lovell, who went on
to command Apollo 13, and Frank Borman. Their
picture of ‘Earth-Rise,’ which should have had much
more of an influence on mankind than it has had, is
a classic 20th century image, and their reading from
Genesis on Christmas Eve as they orbited the Moon
is still chilling to those of us who remember it.”
William Anders also made the trip.

Launched on December 21, 1968, Apollo 8 took
three days to travel to the Moon. They orbited 10

times, taking 20 hours. Their Christmas Eve televi-
sion broadcast in which they read the first 10 verses
from the Book of Genesis was the most watched TV
program ever back then. Apollo 8 paved the way for
Apollo 11 to fulfill President Kennedy’s goal of
landing a man on the Moon before the end of the
decade.

The Apollo Manned Moon missions were not
without heartache and angst. At the start with Apollo
1 in January 1967, Gus Grissom, Edward White and

Roger Chaffee lost their lives dur-
ing preflight tests on the launch pad
when fire burst out in their pure
oxygen-filled module. There was
grieving. Then, extensive investi-
gation and overhaul was done. No
one gave up. Manned flights re-
sumed with Apollo 7 in October
1968.

Apollo 13 was filled with drama,
as the entire world observed with
dread for days as the astronauts
almost became lost in space. With a
crippled craft, no power, little oxy-
gen and computers lost, the astro-
nauts used a slide rule to navigate
home from the heavens. They also
improvised with what is now known
as “duct tape” to make a canister to

remove CO2 from their cabin to prevent suffocation.
Most people today don’t know what a slide rule is
either – stop by and we will show you one.

Apollo 14’s trip to the moon turned out to be a little
more light-hearted; Alan Shepard took out a six-iron
and hit a few golf balls “miles and miles and miles.”

It troubles us today. We’re curious… could we still
land a man on the moon? Yes, but only if we return
to the spirit of yesteryear – with the “right stuff.”

NASA has decided to go back to the moon starting
in about 2018 and perhaps establish a permanent
base. We hope the people back them with an “Ameri-
can Spirit” that seems lost today.

The Empire State Building was built in one year in
1933. This would be an unheard-of feat today; the
permit to build could not even be obtained in that
time. Case in point also – think how long it took to
rebuild the World Trade Center – It took how many
years?

On the economy and social progress, our leaders
today are dysfunctional. So they do little but chase
windmills. That’s “fracking” dismal. President
Kennedy would be appalled by such an attitude, and
Earthlings would still think the Moon is made of
green cheese.

Buzz Aldrin, 1969

Courtesy of NASA
EARTH-RISE DECEMBER 24, 1968...Astronaut William Anders: “We are now
approaching lunar sunrise, and for all the people back on Earth, the crew of
Apollo 8 has a message that we would like to send to you. ‘In the beginning, God
created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw
the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.’”Adding
to the quotes were Astronauts Jim Lovell and Frank Borman. As the world
celebrates the first man on the moon this week, few remember that the Apollo 8
astronauts were first to leave Earth’s gravity.

College Woman’s Club of Westfield,
Men’s too, Rely on Local Support

Courts Don’t Have Broad Discretion
That Christie Believes They Do

Censorship of Rolling Stone Magazine
Is a Bit Excessive Given All Else

Taking A Lap Around Iceland
For The Paul Jackson Fund

[We’re] leaving August 1, 2013 to
run around Iceland as per of the Rac-
ing the Planet altra marathon series.
Chris Jacob (Westfield knucklehead
and rugby buddy) and I will travel,
God willing, 155 miles in seven days
carrying all of our crap. Iceland in
August should be about 52 degrees
and raining during the day — less
warmth, more rain at night.

We reached out to the Paul Jackson
(Pauljacksonfund.org) in hopes that
our trek can raise some money for
them. So go on the website and buck
up!

Paul was a little league and high

school football teammate of mine,
and they started this fund for him
when he was battling cancer. When
he no longer needed to fund for him-
self, he turned it around and started
helping others. Paul’s gone now but
his fund is still helping people. So,
chuck in a dollar a mile or a dime a
kilometer or whatever … we’d like to
make a difference.

Spread the word.
 www.pauljacksonfund.org.
Racing the Planet Iceland 2013,

www.4deserts.com/beyond/iceland.
Paul Harbaugh

Westfield

In the commencement article, you
incorrectly refer to the “National
Men’s and Women’s Clubs” as giv-
ing awards to the highest male and
female grade points averages. The
correct names are the College Men’s
Club of Westfield and the College
Woman’s Club of Westfield.

The College Woman’s Club of
Westfield has awarded scholarship

funds to young women in Westfield
since its inception in 1917, including
10 students who this year received a
combined total of $55,000. We are
able to do so thanks to the generosity
of our members and community sup-
porters.

Pat Colbert
CWC President

Westfield

In my day when I practiced law, it
seems centuries ago, lawyers knew
that under the prevailing code of pro-
fessional conduct they had to show
respect for the judiciary regardless of
what they thought of this or that deci-
sion or be disciplined. Lawyers, of
course, could challenge a court deci-
sion in an appeal where appropriate
or in a scholarly work, but they were
not permitted to criticize the judge!
Period!

Governor Chris Christie, an attor-
ney-at-law in New Jersey, is engaged
in impermissible criticism of Chief
Justice Stuart Rabner and the New
Jersey Supreme Court. Governor
Christie, responding to the 5-2-ma-
jority decision of the Court that he
did not have the authority to abolish
the Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH), stated, “The Chief Justice’s
activist opinion arrogantly bolsters
another of the failures he and his
colleagues have foisted on New Jer-
sey taxpayers. This only steels my
determination to continue to fight to
bring common sense back to New
Jersey’s judiciary. (The Westfield
Leader, July 18, 2013, page 2).”

Governor Christie may argue that
the Council on Affordable Housing
is not a good program. Indeed an
editorial in The Westfield Leader (July
18, 2013) stated, “Very little good
has come from this program.”

What does Governor Christie mean
by bringing “common sense back to
New Jersey’s judiciary?” He should
know that the questions before an
appellate court are the judicial prece-
dents, the relevant law, and the fac-
tual record. An appellate court, or
any other court for that matter, does
not have the broad discretion that
Governor Christie seems to believe it
has to do as it wishes. Or as he wants!

Governor Christie should read
Canon 1 of the American Bar
Association’s Cannon of Profession
Ethics entitled, “The Duty of the Law-

yer to the Courts.”
“It is the duty of the lawyer to

maintain towards the Courts a re-
spectful attitude, not for the sake of
the temporary incumbent of the judi-
cial office, but for the maintenance of
its supreme importance. Judges, not
being wholly free to defend them-
selves, are peculiarly entitled to re-
ceive the support of the Bar against
unjust criticism and clamor….”

Are we reaching the point where
people will say about today’s court
decisions as President Andrew Jack-
son said in 1832 about a United States
Supreme Court decision in Worces-
ter v. Georgia, 31 U.S. 5l5, that he did
not like, “(Chief Justice) John
Marshall has made his decision; now
let him enforce it.”

Alexander Hamilton in Federalist
Paper Number 78 argued that the
judicial branch is the weakest of the
three branches of government be-
cause it has “neither Force nor Will,
but merely judgment.”

The judgment ultimately depends
upon its acceptance by the people.
Governor Christie by his criticism
undermines public confidence in the
judiciary.

And, further, Governor Christie
challenges the independence of the
judiciary by implying that either it
does as he says or he will populate it
with judges who favor his views.
Shades of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s failed “court packing
plan” of 1937 to add justices to the
United States Supreme Court so that
the Court would no longer hold New
Deal legislation unconstitutional!

For it was known then as it should
be known now that the independence
of the judiciary is central to the con-
stitutional doctrines of separation of
powers and checks and balances that
are the bulwark of American gover-
nance.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Considering the embarrassing way
our government allowed the Boston
Marathon bombing to take place and
the FBI blowing away an unarmed
friend of the alleged perpetrator, I
think the censorship of Rolling Stone
Magazine is a bit excessive.

I am more concerned with the me-
dia hyping President Obama after he
started supporting Al-Qaeda and the
Osama bin Laden Brigade in Syria,
allowing our men to die in Benghazi,

selling guns to the drug thugs in
Mexico and harassing churches and
2nd Amendment leaning organiza-
tion. It is almost comical that Obama
went after the Associated Press, even
after they got Obama elected for a
second term!

Joseph DuPont
Towanda, Pa.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Isochroous – Being of equal color

throughout
2. Transcolate – To strain or filter
3. Thaumaturge – A magician
4. Scintillant – Sparkling; glittering

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCHNORRER
1. A beggar
2. The upper lip or muzzle of a quadru-

ped
3. A rough or coarse cover for a bed
4. A meal table philosopher

HAMIROSTRATE
1. Having a broad nose
2. Having a rounded beak or nose
3. Hook-beaked
4. Having a very long and thin beak

TOPER
1. Artistically suited for show or dis-

play
2. A drunkard
3. Proud; haughty
4. To stumble or stagger

ROUKE
1. To squat
2. Unsubstantial, slight or flimsy
3. To tunnel
4. Reward or merit

See more letters on page 5

VACATIONERS
COMING BACK SOON
SHOULD HAVE SOME

GREAT STORIES

Re: Parent Visits at
Any of Summit Schools

This letter is posted on the Summit
School’s website.

*****
Dear [Summit] Parents and Guard-

ians,
As we review the 2012-2013 school

year and begin to prepare ourselves for
2013-2014, we have taken considerable
time to reflect on our safety and security
procedures throughout the district. In
today’s world, we, unfortunately, can
never be too cautious in our efforts to
protect the students and staff of Summit’s
Public Schools.

It is for that reason that we have exam-
ined many policies and procedures that
have become part of our day-to-day cul-
ture in Summit. One such policy is the
ability for parents to come and go, unan-
nounced, in and out of the schools, for a
variety of reasons throughout the day.

After speaking with principals, teach-
ers and parents, we have come to a deci-
sion that we must eliminate as many
unannounced visitors to the schools as
possible. We have confirmed that as many
as 400 people visit Summit High School
each day. Many of them are parents who
are dropping off lunches, musical instru-
ments, athletic equipment, forgotten
homework and more. The middle and
elementary schools see a proportionate
number of daily “drop ins” as well.

Not only will eliminating these visits
help to keep the schools safer by lessen-
ing the number of individuals gaining
access to the buildings, but it also will
help engrain responsibility into the stu-
dents and transfer the ownership to them.
By forgetting lunch, homework or ath-
letic gear once and not having it brought
to them, students will learn accountabil-
ity.

Beginning in September 2013:
Drop offs will not be permitted at any

of the schools. If students forget their
lunch, IOU’s will be issued; no child will
go hungry.

Appointments must be made to see
teachers, administrators and other staff.

Notes for picking up children must be
submitted the day before to the atten-
dance secretary at the middle or high
school and to the classroom teacher at
the elementary level. ~If you forget to
send a note, please call the main office
before you come to retrieve your child.

We recognize that these procedures
will affect the way we have become
accustomed to interacting with the
schools and that the concept of “drop-
ping in” has become second nature in the
Summit community. We know that hab-
its are difficult to break, which is why we
are thankful for your cooperation of this
very important policy change. Please
know that we are not trying to limit the
communication or interaction between
home and school, as we recognize their
importance. We do, however, have a re-
sponsibility to put the safety of our stu-
dents foremost.

Many thanks,

Dr. Nathan Parker
Summit Superintendent of Schools

Letters to
the Editor


