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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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Courtesy of The Alternative Press
NEWEST LOCATION…Kidville has opened its newest location at 109 East
Broad Street in Westfield. Attending the recent grand opening ribbon cutting,
from left to right, are: Barbara Murphy, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce board member; Paul and Catherine Wilder and children, Kidville
owners; Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, and Sherry Cronin, executive director of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

Courtesy of The Alternative Press
GET YOUR ICE CREAM…Uncle Louie G Homemade Gourmet Italian Ices and Ice
Cream has opened at 57 Elm Street in Westfield between Urban Outfitters and
Tamar Jewelry. Attending the recent grand opening ribbon cutting, from left to right,
are: Heather Robinson, executive director, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce; Eric Rivera, Uncle Louie G owner, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, and Sherry
Cronin, Downtown Westfield Corporation executive directorexecutive director.

Muñoz Lauds Boxer for Action
On Lunch Program Probe

TRENTON — Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Summit) last
week lauded State Comptroller Mat-
thew Boxer for referring for prosecu-
tion more than 100 individuals who
allegedly abused the National School
Lunch Program  (NSLP).

The Office of the State Comp-
troller (OSC) released the results of
an investigation that found wide-
spread fraud in the program in New
Jersey school districts. The OSC
audited 15 school districts over a
three-year period and found that
109 individuals, including public
employees, public officials and
members of their households, pro-
vided false information about their
incomes in an effort to take advan-
tage of the program.

“Audits and investigations are all
well and good, but worthless if no
corrective action is taken,” Asw.
Muñoz said. “I applaud the comp-
troller and his staff for not only iden-
tifying the widespread abuse of this
program, but for holding those who
allegedly cheated the program ac-
countable for their actions,” Asw.
Munoz said.

“There’s no such thing as a ‘free
lunch.’ Someone has to pay the bill.
In this case it’s our taxpayers,” she
continued. “This program is an ef-
fort to provide a good meal for stu-
dents whose families truly need as-
sistance. It’s shameful that public
employees and officials would take
advantage of those in need as well as
taxpayers. The comptroller’s action
sends a loud and clear message that
anyone who attempts to ‘scam’ the
system will be held accountable,”
Asw. Munoz said.

According to the OSC’s report, 83
public employees have been referred
for prosecution along with 29 indi-
viduals who are either a spouse or
another member of a public
employee’s household. OSC also
made eight other recommendations
to improve the free lunch application
review process.

The NSLP offers state and federal
reimbursement to provide free or re-
duced-cost school lunches to students
from families that meet income eligi-
bility requirements. Applicants for the
program must certify that they under-
stand they may face criminal penalties
for giving false information.

The OSC investigation is the re-
sult of the state Attorney General’s
probe into the program following
allegations of abuse in the Elizabeth
school district in 2011. The school
board’s president and others affili-
ated with the school district were
arrested for filing fraudulent appli-
cations.

Rep. Pallone: Civil Rights Charges
Should Be Filed Against Zimmerman

Holt: Climate Change Top
Issue In U.S. Senate Campaign

Watershed Panel Meets
To Develop Rain Gardens

Bramnick Encouraged
By June Jobs Report
TRENTON – Assembly Republi-

can Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield), issued the following state-
ment after this week’s report by the
state’s Department of Labor and
Workforce Development that New
Jersey added 4,600 total non-farm jobs
in June, representing a fifth consecu-
tive month of increased employment.
The department also stated that the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics re-
vised its May’s employment data for
the state, showing private sector job
growth increased by 17,600 jobs, com-
pared to the initial forecast of 15,400.

 “New Jersey’s economy is sus-
taining the momentum that began
when Governor Christie assumed
office. The policies implemented by
the administration over the last three
years are helping to put people back
to work. The creation of 22,000 jobs
in the last two months is outstanding
news, and along with our improved
revenues, is why consumer confi-
dence is rising.”

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 
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Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support
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258 E. Broad St. Westfield, NJ 07090

908-228-2284

Between Windmill Restaurant and Thinka Dinka.

Open Daily Tuesday-Sunday. Closed Mondays.

You Would be Surprised at

How Great Your Taste Is!

Superior Design Services to Bring Your Rooms to Reality!

We are easy to work with,

We create the most livable, stunning rooms anywhere,

We have the best companies with the best furniture

For the best prices available!

We guarantee it!

FEMA Inspectors Help
With Sandy Recovery
TRENTON – As New Jersey con-

tinues recovery from Superstorm
Sandy, inspectors from many differ-
ent program areas of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
are working in the Garden State.

FEMA inspectors may be verify-
ing damage to homes by working
with the National Flood Insurance
Program to estimate substantially
damaged structures in hard-hit areas.

Many, but not all FEMA inspec-
tors, will be wearing FEMA clothing
however, all FEMA inspectors will
carry official FEMA identification.

According to FEMA regional
spokeswoman Maria Padron, the ar-
rival of an inspector from FEMA
means the damage to a home will be
identified and recorded. “Identifying
damage is an important step in deter-
mining both the amount and the types
of assistance FEMA may provide,”
she said in a press release.

In addition to FEMA inspectors,
other government agencies, such as
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) or the Small Business Ad-
ministration (SBA) may also have
inspectors working in communities
across the state.

FEMA inspectors never charge a
fee to inspect damage.

Lonegan Signs AFP No Climate Tax
Pledge In Opposition to Legislation

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th), a candi-
date in the Tuesday, August 13 spe-
cial U.S. Senate Primary Election,
has signed a Moms Rising petition
calling for action from the U.S. De-
partment of Justice following the
verdict reached finding George
Zimmerman not guilty of killing teen-
ager Trayvon Martin in Sanford, Fla.

“I believe that as a society we are
better than this. To allow the death of
Trayvon Martin to go without the
most robust review of any violations
of the law would only add to the
tragedy,” Rep. Pallone said. “I was
heartened to hear Attorney General
(Eric) Holder question the laws that
allow this type of violence to occur
without repercussions and believe we
can do more to ensure this never
happens again.”

In the immediate aftermath of the

verdict, Rep. Pallone called for Con-
gress to take action on gun violence
and also spoke about the need for a
national conversation on race and ci-
vility. The petition reads as follows:

“Attorney General Eric Holder, the
Department of Justice has closely
monitored the State of Florida’s pros-
ecution of the case against George
Zimmerman in the Trayvon Martin
murder since it began. Today, with the
acquittal of George Zimmerman, it is
time for the Department of Justice to
act. The most fundamental of civil
rights —the right to life— was vio-
lated the night George Zimmerman
stalked and then took the life of
Trayvon Martin. We ask that the De-
partment of Justice file civil rights
charges against Mr. Zimmerman for
this egregious violation. Please ad-
dress the travesties of the tragic death
of Trayvon Martin by acting today.”

WEST WINDSOR – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt’s (D-12th) U.S. Senate
campaign this week launched “Cli-
mate Change,” the fourth in his series
of “Geek Out” whiteboard videos
that make an evidence-based case for
“bold progressive ideas,” according
to a campaign press release.

In the video, Rep. Holt argues that
Congress must take action to prevent
climate change – including creation
of a carbon tax that charges polluters
for the carbon dioxide they produce.

“Let’s talk about the number one
reason we need a scientist in the
Senate: climate change,” Rep. Holt, a
physicist, says in the video. “Every
single month since 1985 has been
warmer than the historic average. All
12 of the warmest years on record
have come in the last 15 years.”

“Unless we act, physics tells us
what will happen next. Sea levels will
rise. Superstorms like Sandy will
become more frequent. Floods,
droughts, and wildfires will become
more severe. Entire swaths of the
planet will become unfit for human

habitation. And millions will die,”
Rep. Holt said.

The video comes in two versions: a
15-second version that will be adver-
tised across the web, and a longer
version that provides greater expla-
nation of the policies proposed.

In his video on Social Security, the
Congressman argues that millionaires
and billionaires should pay the same
percent of their income to Social Se-
curity as middle-class workers.

“Ordinary people contribute about 6
percent of their paycheck to Social Se-
curity,” Rep. Holt explains in the video,
“but someone earning a million dollars
pays less than 1 percent. That’s because
Congress has given millionaires and
billionaires a free pass -- an absolute cap
on their Social Security taxes.”

In the video, Rep. Holt proposes
asking the wealthy to pay the same
tax rate into Social Security as the
middle class. “That would save So-
cial Security, ” Rep. Holt says, “no
need to raise the retirement age or cut
benefits. This isn’t rocket science; it
isn’t even fifth grade math.”

METUCHEN – Republican U.S.
Senate candidate Steve Lonegan has
signed the Americans for Prosperity
No Climate Tax Pledge, opposing
any climate change legislation that
includes a net increase in govern-
ment revenue.

Mr. Lonegan challenged Cory
Booker and the other candidates in
the race to sign the pledge and protect
New Jersey taxpayers and businesses
from hidden taxes.

The pledge states that Mr. Lonegan
will “oppose any legislation relating
to climate change that includes a net
increase in government revenue.”

President Barack Obama has
pushed for a cap-and-trade tax, the

Lonegan Campaign said.
“The result of this tax will mean

higher energy prices, fewer jobs and
little to no demonstrable affect on our
environment,” according to the re-
lease.

“I am proud to sign Americans for
Prosperity’s No Climate Tax Pledge
and challenge all my opponents to
follow suit,” Mr. Lonegan said. “As
our economy struggles to recover
under President Obama’s heavy hand,
the last thing we need is more regula-
tions and taxes. A cap-and-trade tax
would have a devastating effect on all
New Jerseyans, and would hit our
already struggling manufacturing
sector especially hard.”

REGION – At a meeting held at the
Springfield Municipal Building re-
cently, 24 citizens met to discuss the
initial campaign for the development
of 1,000 rain gardens in the Rahway
River Watershed in Essex and Union
Counties.

The group was assembled by the
Rahway River Watershed Storm
Water Advisory Board to work on
a plan to develop rain gardens as
one solution to reduce the flow of
stormwater runoff that makes
flooding worse during peak events.
Springfield Mayor David Amblen
was present and Aly Miller of the
Springfield Environmental Com-
mission helped to lead the group
planning.

Thus far the group has developed a

Facebook page at https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
1000RainGardensProject. Several
temples in Springfield, an expected site
in Millburn, the Springfield municipal
complex, a site at the municipal build-
ing in Cranford and numerous resi-
dents have signed on to develop rain
gardens.

The campaign plan includes: visits
and requests to the 20 largest prop-
erty owners to consider developing
such landscape changes; requests to
both Essex and Union Counties since
they are the largest property owners
in the region; and outreach to Boy
Scout troops, homeowner associa-
tions and governing boards and
schools.

Rutgers University Union County
Agricultural Cooperative Extension
is providing advice to the planning
effort. The Rahway River Associa-
tion has recently received a $20,000
grant to assist in the effort. Munici-
pal engineers from communities
such as Springfield, Rahway and
Cranford have participated in the
effort thus far. All communities in
the watershed are being urged to
participate.

The campaign to develop 1,000
rain gardens is being done in recog-
nition that recent major storms have
caused serious runoff, which has
contributed to flooding in the water-
shed region. Rain gardens, besides
providing beneficial aspects to wa-
ter quality, will help to increase the
time of concentration on a regional
basis providing flood waters “time
to peak” which will then reduce the
depth of water elevation in the river
channels and then also reduce the
width of over-the bank flows, ac-
cording to a press release from the
advisory board.

Faced with the extreme prospects
of a next storm, the advisory board
has taken a step to make this objec-
tive of reducing peak flow damage
and is working with private and pub-
lic partners to encourage homeowners
and commercial property owners to
act on their own and to get municipal
governments and school boards to
implement a regional plan.


