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By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Hazardous Waste Collection
At Vo-Tech on August 3

FW Contractor Charged
For Being Unregistered

Helpline Available for Nat’l
Flood Insurance Questions

NEWARK – A Fanwood man is
among eight unregistered home im-
provement contractors criminally
charged or civilly cited for alleg-
edly violating the state’s Home Im-
provement Contractors’ Registra-
tion Act, acting Attorney General
John Hoffman announced on Mon-
day.

The contractors allegedly came to
a Monmouth County home damaged
by Superstorm Sandy and submitted
estimates to undercover investigators
to perform repairs, according to a
Attorney General press release.

A severely-damaged house on Sec-
ond Street in Highlands was made
available for the investigation with
investigators posing as the
homeowners or relatives.

The unregistered contractors who
were criminally charged are: Rev.
Victor McGookin III, of Seaside Park;

Michael Kaufmann, Kaufmann Dry-
wall By Design of Philadelphia, Pa.;
Jason Storey, Work-A-Holics, LLC,
of South Orange, and Anthony
DiVito, DiVito & Sons, LLC, of
Fanwood.

The state Contractors’ Registration
Act, in effect since 2006, requires
annual registration of those who per-
form home improvements. Among
the requirements for annual registra-
tion is submission of proof that the
applicant has a minimum of $500,000
in commercial general liability insur-
ance coverage.

Consumers also can access the
Division’s online database at
www.njconsumeraffa i r s .gov /
LVinfo.htm to check whether a home
improvement contractor is registered.
Consumers also can call the Division
toll-free at 800-242-5846 and inquire
about the contractor.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will sponsor a Household Spe-
cial Waste Collection event on Sat-
urday, August 3 for outdated or un-
wanted household chemicals, fire-
works, ammunition, mercury ther-
mostats, propane tanks, and auto-
mobile tires. The collection will take
place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools campus, located at 1776
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, near
the John H. Stamler Police Acad-
emy.

Residents of Union County are eli-
gible to participate at no cost. Pre-
registration is not required for this
special Saturday collection.

The Union County Police Bomb
Squad will be on hand to accept un-
wanted ammunition and fireworks
for disposal. It is particularly impor-
tant to dispose of old ammunition
and fireworks safely because they
can be unstable and dangerous,
county officials said.

Workers at the site will unload the
vehicles.

“Household special waste” in-
cludes oil-based paint and varnish,
antifreeze, aerosol cans, pool chemi-
cals, corrosives, pesticides, herbi-

cides, solvents, thinners, fire extin-
guishers, motor oil and oil filters,
gasoline, batteries, thermostats, fluo-
rescent bulbs (unbroken), blood pres-
sure devices, and mercury switches.
Only materials in original or labeled
containers will be accepted. No con-
tainers larger than five gallons will be
accepted.

Latex (water-based) paint and
empty cans will not be accepted. Left-
over latex paint can be air-dried or, to
hasten the drying process, kitty litter
and/or newspaper can be added to
hasten the drying.

There is a limit of eight automobile
tires (without rims) per household.
This is a household recycling event.
No businesses may participate. A
complete list of the materials is avail-
able at the Union County Bureau of
Recycling and Planning website,
www.ucnj.org/recycle.

For more information about the
collection of old ammunition and fire-
works, call the Union County Police
at (908) 654-9800.

The household hazardous waste
collection will be held rain or shine.
Proof of Union County residency is
required. For more information,
please call the Recycling Hotline at
(908) 654-9889.

TRENTON — As the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) continues to release pre-
liminary work maps of flood zones in
New Jersey, residents with questions
about National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram policies have a helpline to call
to get the most up-to-date informa-
tion.

New Jersey residents who need
information about flood insurance
based on the newly released National
Flood Insurance Program prelimi-
nary work maps may call (877) 287-
9804 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

Policyholders with questions or
concerns about their claims may also
speak with NFIP specialists at 877-
287-9804.

The helpline operates from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day. Additional information is avail-
able at www.floodsmart.gov.

Additional information about the
coastal mapping efforts and Hurri-
cane Sandy recovery can be found on
the Region 2 Coastal Analysis Map-
ping website at
www.region2coastal.com.

More information on New Jer-
sey disaster recovery is available
online at www.fema.gov/disaster/
4086 or www.state.nj.us/njoem.
FEMA is also on Twitter  at

twitter.com/femasandy and on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
femasandy.

Comptroller Finds Widespread
Fraud in School Lunch

The Office of the State Comptrol-
ler (OSC) has referred for prosecu-
tion the names of 83 public employ-
ees who provided false information
about their income on free lunch ap-
plications they submitted to school
districts. Also referred for prosecu-
tion were 26 individuals who are
either the spouse of a public em-
ployee or another member of a public
employee’s household, according to
a OSC press release.

The referrals stem from the
comptroller’s investigation by Comp-
troller Mattthew Boxer of 15 school
districts that found widespread fraud
in the free lunch program over a
three-year period. The probe found
false information on free lunch appli-
cations submitted from the house-
holds of 40 school district employees
in addition to six elected school board
members from Pleasantville, New-
ark and Paterson. NJ.com reported
that the total income undereported
was $13 million.

Other districts reviewed weren
Bayonne, Egg Harbor, Essex County
Vocational-Technical Schools, Lin-
den,Long Branch, Milville,
Pemberton, Pennsauken, Toms River,
Trenton, Union City, and Winslow
Township.  Mr. Boxer found prob-
lems with at least some applications
in all the districts except Egg Harbor.

Report Finds 17 Lawmakers
Double Dipping in N.J.

A report by New Jersey Watchdog
has found that 17 state lawmakers are
receiving retirement checks totaling
$726,000 a year in addition to their
legislative salaries. The roster in-
cludes leaders of each party in both
the Senate and Assembly.

The biggest dipper in the Legisla-
ture is Senator Fred Madden (D-
Turnersville) who collects nearly a
quarter-million dollars a year from
two public jobs and a state pension.
In addition to $49,000 in legislative
pay, the Senate Labor Committee
chairman receives $85,272 from a
State Police pension and $111,578 as
dean of Law and Justice at Gloucester
County College.

A New Jersey Watchdog investiga-
tion last year found 19 state retirees
were rehired under Governor Chris
Christie. His deputy chief of staff,
Louis Goetting, gets $228,860 a year
— $140,000 in salary plus an $88,860
pension as a state retiree.

Essex County Sheriff Armando
Fontoura rakes in $200,221 a year –
$137,917 in salary plus a $62,304
pension while County Executive Jo-
seph DiVincenzo gets $222,692 per
annum – $153,831 in salary plus a
$68,861 pension.

If enacted, Senate Bill 601 would
suspend state pension payments to
retirees who return to public jobs that
pay more than $15,000 a year. Their
retirement benefits would resume
after they permanently leave public
employment. The measure has failed
to reach the floor for a vote since it
was first introduced in February 2011
by two GOP lawmakers. A compan-
ion bill, Assembly Bill 860, is also
tied up in committee.

AFP Calls for Ending State’s
School Aid Formula

Americans for Prosperity is calling
for an end to the state’s school aid
formula in the wake of Comptroller
Matthew Boxer’s finding of “wide-
spread fraud” in the school lunch pro-
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Unfortunately, people do!
They say that elephants never forget. However, it’s a well 
known fact that people DO! That’s why it pays business 
owners to keep reminding people who they are, where 
they are and what they have for sale. The best place to 
do this is where people LOOK when they are planning to 
BUY something. That’s in the advertising columns of this 
newspaper, where most shopping starts. All of which is to 
remind YOU that this might be a good time to talk to us.

Memorial to Be Established
For Medal of Honor Awardees

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced plans are under way to es-
tablish a permanent, outdoor memo-
rial to Medal of Honor recipients
from Union County at the county
administration complex in midtown
Elizabeth. Relatives and friends of
the recipients are invited to partici-
pate in a dedication ceremony for the
memorial, which will be held in Oc-
tober.

“The Medal of Honor is the high-
est military honor awarded in the
United States, and the Union County
memorial will pay tribute to these
courageous soldiers while raising
awareness about their powerful con-
tributions to our nation’s history,”
Freeholder Chairwoman Linda Carter
said.

To prepare for the memorial and
dedication ceremony, relatives and
friends of the recipients, or others
with historical information about the
recipients, are encouraged to contact
the Union County Office of Veterans

Affairs and share any stories, infor-
mation or memorabilia they may
have.

The Medal of Honor recipients
from Union County are:

Julian Scott, a Civil War drummer
and one of the youngest ever to be
awarded the Medal of Honor. Mr.
Scott was also a prominent 19th cen-
tury artist. His work can be seen at the
Drake House Museum in Plainfield;
Rufus King, an Army Major dur-
ing the Civil War; James Madison
Drake, an Army Lieutenant during
the Civil War; William J. Brant, Jr.,
an Army Lieutenant during the
Civil War; John Williams, II, a vet-
eran of the Civil War; Theodore F.
Smith, an Army private who served
in the Indian Wars; Alan Louis
Eggers, a World War I veteran who
served in France; Thomas E.
O’Shea, a World War I veteran who
served in France; William Fred
Stockham, a World War I veteran
who served in Francem, and Charles
Joseph Watters, a U.S. Army chap-
lain who served in Vietnam where
he was killed in action in 1967. He
had served as a parish priest at St.
Michael’s Roman Catholic Church
in Cranford.

For more information about
plans for the memorial, or to share
any information or memorabilia
about the Medal of Honor recipi-
ents, call the Union County Office
of Veterans Affairs at (908) 659-
7407 or contact Elizabeth Sebring
at  (908) 527-4890 or
esebring@ucnj.org.

Those wishing to contact the office
by mail can send correspondence to
the Union County Office of Veterans
Affairs, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07207.

GETTING AROUND COUNTY...Union County Republican freeholder canididate
Ira Geiger campaigns at this past Sunday’s Colombian Festival in Elizabeth.

Green Says Plf. BOE
President Should Quit
PLAINFIELD — Assemblyman

Jerry Green (D-22),  chairman of the
Plainfield Democratic Committee, has
called on the Plainfield Board of Edu-
cation President Wilma Campbell to
resign following a state comptroller’s
report documenting the school
district’s legal expenses and failure to
follow required policies and guide-
lines, according nj.com report.

Asm. Green alleged the West Or-
ange firm of Pickett and Craig, the
board of education’s law firm, have
had a long professional relationship
with Ms. Campbell, mostly through
her husband’s real estate business.
Ms. Campbell, whose son John
Campbell is running against Mr. Green
and Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) , said the allega-
tions have “no basis and no truth.”

gram.
“The latest report by Comptroller

Boxer of ‘public employees and pub-
lic officials’ scamming the system is
just the tip of the iceberg,” AFP Deputy
State Director Daryn Iwicki said. “Tax-
payers are being fleeced by an outra-
geous school funding formula that
bilks them of the school aid dollars
their children are entitled to and forces
their property taxes higher.”

The number of students signed up
for the federal school lunch program
is a component of the state’s school
funding formula, triggering exponen-
tially greater taxpayer dollars going
to just a few of the states 500-plus
school districts, AFP said.

Kean, Ortho Seek Action
On Tax Reforms in N.J.

In response to North Carolina’s
legislature passing tax reforms, New
Jersey Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) and Sen-
ate Budget and Appropriations Com-
mittee member Steven Oroho (R-24,
Sparta) have urged Trenton Demo-
crats to move immediately in a bipar-
tisan fashion to adopt overdue tax
cuts and restructuring measures for
the people of New Jersey.

On Tuesday, North Carolina’s Re-
publican Governor Pat McCrory
“signed comprehensive  tax reform”
following an agreement with the
state’s legislature. New Jersey Senate
Republicans said in a  press release
that North Carolina’s reforms would
“grab even more jobs and families
from the Garden State.”

“Tax cuts and rate overhauls
authored by state leaders in North
Carolina mirror proposals created by
Senate Republicans and Governor
Chris Christie to make New Jersey
more affordable for families and at-
tractive to job creators,” Sen. Kean
said. “If Senate Democrats continue
to block tax cuts and legislation spon-
sored by Republicans and Democrats,
then New Jersey can expect to endure
a continuation of out migration that is
splitting up families and chasing in-
novators away to our competition
states, namely North Carolina, which
has significantly lower business and
personal tax rates.”

In addition, Senate Democrats have
preserved New Jersey as one of two
states with two forms of a “death
tax,” while North Carolina is moving
to immediately eliminate any form of
an estate tax. Senator Oroho’s S-239
would phase out New Jersey’s estate
tax over five years while his S-1996
would eliminate New Jersey’s inher-
itance tax and raise the threshold of
the estate tax from $675,000 to match
the federal level of $5,120,000.

Bill Would Ban Apps That
Identify Gun Owners

Assemblyman Dave Rible (R-30,
Wall Twp.) is drafting legislation to
ban the possession of apps and other
technologies that allows users to pin-
point the addresses of gun owners
they consider “potentially unsafe.”

The lawmaker said the app, which
was available on Google’s Play site,
could make gun owners a target for
those looking to steal their firearms.
The Gun Geo Marker App asks users
to electronically mark the locations
of suspected unsafe gun owners in-
cluding those who may not secure
their weapons.

Asm. Rible previously sponsored
bill A-3788 that bans the release of the
addresses of gun owners has passed
the Senate and General Assembly.

Lance: Relief Needed
From ObamaCare

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) released the
following statement after the House
passed H.R. 2667, the Authority for
Mandate Delay Act; and H.R. 2668,
the Fairness for American Families Act:

“Today the House of Representa-
tives stood up for young adults, work-
ing families and small businesses alike
and voted in a bipartisan capacity to
repeal the onerous individual and busi-
ness mandates contained in the
President’s health care law. The Obama
administration earlier this month ad-
mitted what millions of Americans
have known for some time: Obamacare
is unworkable, unaffordable and not
what the President promised.

“Today’s action builds upon the
Administration’s own decision to delay
for one year the employer mandates by
also exempting individuals from the
taxes, mandates and penalties under the
health care law next year. The American
people deserve the same relief. ... The
House-passed measure does provide
taxpayers and job creators some tempo-
rary relief from this misguided law.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


