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spending your time getting us ready
for an election in November.”

Four Democrats and two Repub-
licans are on the August 13 ballot.
Democrats running are Newark
Mayor Cory Booker, Reps. Frank
Pallone (D-6th) and Rush Holt (D-
12th) and Assembly Speaker Sheila
Oliver (D-34th, East Orange). Re-
publicans are former Bogota mayor
Steve Lonegan and Alieta Eck, a
physician.

In other business, the board is
expected to vote on a resolution
tonight to add $88,728 in grant fund-
ing to the contract with Veolia Trans-
portation, Inc. for the Route 22
shuttle service for workers in retail
establishments along the highway
as provided through the county’s
Paratransit system. The money
brings the Veolia contract to $4.4
million. Veolia is the vendor for the
Paratransit system. Frank Guzzo,
the county’s director of human ser-
vices, said the county receives state
and federal funding for the shuttle
program.

The board also will vote on reso-
lutions for final change orders for
artificial turf and lighting at Wheeler
Park in Linden and Rizzuto Park in
Elizabeth. The change order at
Wheeler reduces the contract with
Landrek Group, Inc. of Amityville,
N.Y. by $666,897 to a new total of
$850,211, as the county anticipated
contaminated soil at the park, which
ended up not to be the case.

The Rizzuto change order re-
duced the contract with Applied
Landscape Technologies of
Montvale by $128,589 for a new
contract of $1.1 million.
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Freeholders

SUPPORTING COMMUNITY... The mayors of Scotch Plains and Fanwood thank local businesses who supported the annual Memorial Day concert in Fanwood with a certificate of appreciation. (Photos from left) Pictured, left to right, are: Scotch
Plains Councilman Lou Beckerman, Memorial Day Parade Chairman Don Wussler, Fred and Peter Chemidlin of Family Investors Company of Fanwood and Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover. Center photo: Mr. Wussler,  Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, United Bank Branch Manager Ana Diaz, Mayor Glover and  Mr. Beckerman. Photo on right: Don Wussler, Mayor Glover, Dunkin Donuts’ Fanwood franchise owners Urbashi and Devendra Patel,  Mayor Mahr and Mr. Beckerman.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
WELCOME...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr cuts the ribbon at the grand
opening of CKO Kickboxing, the latest business to open along South Avenue in
Fanwood. Pictured, left to right, are: Fanwood Councilman Tony Parenti; Rich
Rosso, Director of Business Development for CKO; Mayor Mahr, Samantha
Erlichman, CKO Kickboxing instructor; Steve Johnson, Manager of CKO
Kickboxing and Fanwood Council Members Kathy Mitchell and Russ Huegel.

CONCERT SUPPORTER...Scotch Plains Councilman Lou Beckerman, left, and
Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover pay a visit to Marci Semel, owner of Mara’s
Cafe in Fanwood, to thank her for sponsoring this summer’s Thursday night
concerts in the Alan Augustine Village Green.

ning for the renovated parking lot,
Mr. Britt said he is happy to finally
have the board’s approval without
the need to incorporate additional
lights and/or make new revisions and
present again. He said he is excited
for construction to begin.

“I believe that everyone will be
happy,” Mr. Britt said. “By not add-
ing [any more] lights, the residents
that were unhappy with the thought
will be happy now. It was a good
decision and they did the right thing.”
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Dreyer Farms
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Stage House

Springfield Avenue, will expand its
parking from its current 12 to 14
spaces to 22. The hard-packed
gravel lot will be replaced with
blacktop with parking spaces de-
lineated with striping and concrete
parking curb stops. There will also
be bike racks added, as well as a
handicapped-accessible parking
space included.

Residents Rosemary Wyckoff and
Lee Cohen, who were in attendance
for variance relief for their own
home projects, supported Dreyer
Farms’ renovations.

“I have been in Dreyer Farms
many times…it is very difficult get-
ting in there… If they can improve
the parking, I’m all for it,” Ms.
Wyckoff said.

Dreyer Farms has operated in
Cranford since 1904 as a farm, and
began a retail operation in 1948,

current co-owner John Dreyer said.
Dreyer Farms sells fruits and veg-
etables, jams and jellies, local
cheeses, eggs and butter, bread from
Breadsmith in the township, flow-
ers, shrubs and trees, among other
gardening needs and farm foods.
The home was built in the 1930s,
Mr. Dreyer said.

Currently, employees use the
restroom in the home and the house
is also used for office space.

The new farm stand will have two
public restrooms, one of which will
be handicapped accessible, and the
second floor will be used for stor-
age and office space.

The new building is designed to
resemble a traditional barn, and
made of a pan steel roof and sides,
said Brian Quarry, contractor for
CB Structures based in New Hol-
land, Penn. The corrugated metal
roof will be painted green and the
sides will be painted tan.

The retail store will be shifted to
the right side of the building and
extend to the rear of the building,
with operations such as where em-
ployees prepare food for market, a
freezer and an area to hold baked
goods, housed to the left.

Mr. Dreyer said the current prep
area and cooler “is way too small”
and he would like a bigger sales
area with wider aisles and more
room for display.

Dreyer Farms has no plans to
expand on its product line Mr.
Dreyer said, when asked by board
Vice-Chairman Jeffrey Pistol.

“This is a more modern, practical
layout,” Mr. Pistol said. “I think
this building is aesthetically pleas-
ing. This is a win-win for the town.”

The new farm stand will be 3,700
square feet, said engineer Joe
Sparone of Dynamic Engineering.
The current farm stand is 2,900
square feet and the house is 1,500
square feet.

Dryer Farms sought variance re-
lief for its front setbacks, which
proposed is 22 feet, where currently
it has a 31.6-foot setback. Mr.
Dreyer said otherwise he would
have to tear down the greenhouses
behind the farm stand.

“I have been running around this
farm since I was a little kid, and
now my kids are running around
the farm. It’s wonderful. It has been
years talking about this and I’m so
excited to get to this point,” said
Jessica Dreyer, Mr. Dreyer’s daugh-
ter.

Mr. Dreyer told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times they plan to
begin building on Thursday, De-
cember 26, after it has closed fol-
lowing the Christmas season, with
plans to be open for business in
April.

Cranford Board OKs
Multi-Use Subdivision

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD - A proposed de-
velopment on Centennial Avenue
in Cranford was heard and passed
by the township’s planning board
by a 7-1 vote on July 17.

The multi-use subdivision will
consist of a commercial space on
the first floor and five, one-bed-
room apartments on the second
floor, all yet to be rented. Currently,
a two-family home exists on the lot.
The owners of the property, An-
thony and Marie Somma, have
owned and operated nearby land in
Cranford for seven years.

The application to demolish and
rebuild was first submitted in De-
cember, and plans were overhauled
following critical feedback from the
board.

Deliberations to arrive at the vote
took approximately three hours, af-
ter thorough testimony and ques-
tioning of the project’s engineer
and architect.

Concerns raised regarding the
project at last week’s hearing in-
cluded parking and circulation is-
sues, external lighting and an in-
tended wall or fence. Township
planner Paul Ricci also was on hand
to critique the plans.

The board passed the application
under a set of conditions. It asked
for confirmation from the town en-
gineer of the effectiveness of a storm
management system; a different
window trim; that the parking lots
intended for the commercial and
residential space, respectively, be
consolidated; and that one parking
space be eliminated to prevent a
blind spot for motorists.

The board also requested com-
pliance with Cranford’s affordable
housing ordinance, which requires
owners to either set aside a unit or
pay a developers’ fee. The Sommas
agreed to comply, but will decide
on which route to take at a later date
when they have more information.
The final condition was a contin-

ued emphasis on marketing and
using the units as one-bedroom
apartments; the spaces, which range
from 875 to 1,040 square feet, also
contain a study that could theoreti-
cally be converted into an addi-
tional bedroom illegally, it was
noted.

The storm management system
described would go above and be-
yond township requirements, but
as it was not specifically addressed
in the township engineer’s memo
on the project, board members
wanted to confirm the logistics be-
fore giving the green light on the
project.

Commissioner Edward O’Malley
cast the one “nay” vote; his re-
marks focused on the external ap-
pearance of the proposed edifice,
three sides of which are plain.

“Was any consideration given to
making this more visually appeal-
ing?” he asked. “If I may say so, it
looks like storage units when it is
living units.”

“We felt what we did was attrac-
tive and residential...and comple-
mented the neighborhood,” project
architect Gregory Waga responded,
citing nearby buildings.

Overall, however, the planning
board members felt like their initial
fears were adequately assuaged by
the presentation and answers of the
Somma group.

Board member Dan Aschenbach
and Mayor Tom Hannen, Jr., who
sits on the board, each expressed
enthusiasm for the space in light of
its handicap accessibility, which can
be hard to find in residential units.
Other board members thought it
would contribute to the township as
a whole.

“When I look at the streetscape
of Centennial, I think it will add to
the neighborhood,” board member
Mary O’Connor said. “I think it’s a
great project.”
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GROWING BUSINESS...Dreyer Farms owner John Dreyer and his daughter,
Jessica, will be expanding the farm stand after the Cranford Zoning Board of
Adjustment approved their application Monday to tear down the stand and the
home on the property along Springfield Avenue in Cranford. The family will
rebuild a larger farm stand to accommodate their growing business.
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Garwood Council
over the small truck’s duties. The
small truck usually requires three trips
to the Scotch Plains depot for salt to
treat the roads on the north side while
the larger vehicle will need only one.

The borough will purchase the
equipment piecemeal to minimize
cost. The truck and dump body will
cost about $117,508, according to
Ms. Todisco. Estimates for the
spreader and plow are $21,375 and
$15,550, respectively. The budget
also includes a 10-percent contin-
gency.

The council approved the ordinance
by a 5-0 vote. Councilwoman Ann
Palmer was absent.

In other meeting news, council
members adopted a $250,000 bond
ordinance for road improvement
projects, including Third Avenue,
from Walnut to Cedar Streets; Beech
Avenue, from West Street to the
Westfield border; Maple Street,
from Spruce to Myrtle Avenues,
and Hickory Avenue, from East to
Center Streets.

There is no August 13 meeting
because of the special Primary elec-
tion for U.S. Senate. The next meet-
ing will be Tuesday, August 27.

Borough Tax Assessor Annmarie
Switzer will attend the August 27
council meeting to answer council
members’ questions about the cost
of a borough-wide reassessment.

Councilman Jim Mathieu has lob-
bied for a reassessment, noting that
one has not been done in the bor-
ough in 30 years. Ms. Todisco said
at the July 9 meeting that she had
spoken with Ms. Switzer and that a
reassessment was not recommended
because of the amount of time that
has lapsed since the last one. Ms.
Todisco said she was told that a full
evaluation would have to be done,
which would cost at least $200,000.

Mr. Mathieu has said the matter
could potentially curb redevelop-
ment since new businesses may be
hit with the highest taxes in order to
subsidize those homeowners who
have seen their property values sky-
rocket, but are paying taxes based
on their homes’ value more than
three decades ago.

The Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce is looking
for high-school students for the
Young Entrepreneurs Academy,
which runs from October to June.
Program managers Mitchell
Beinhaker and Rebecca Seasholtz
spoke to the council about recruit-
ing students for the after-school
program, which will help partici-
pants start and run a business.

County to Dedicate
Westfield Facility

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will be joined by local, state and
national governmental officials in
dedicating a new multi-use build-
ing on Monday, July 29, at 2 p.m. in
the County Public Safety Complex
in Westfield on North Avenue in
honor of disability advocate Col-
leen Fraser, who was killed in the 9/
11 attacks.

Fraser, 51, was on board the ill-
fated United Airlines Flight 93, en
route to a grant writing seminar in
Reno, Nev. A native of Elizabeth
and a graduate of Rutgers Univer-
sity, Fraser helped draft the “Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act.” She car-
ried a tiny copy of the Constitution
with her to encourage the disabled
to become their own advocates.
Born with a condition that affected
her legs, Fraser stood 4’6” and used
a cane and a mobility scooter. At
the time of her death, she was serv-
ing as executive director of the Pro-
gressive Center for Independent
Living, and vice-chairwoman of the
New Jersey Disabilities Council.

After graduating from Rutgers,
where she studied English litera-
ture, Fraser took a job as a case
manager with Community Access
Unlimited, an advocacy group in
Elizabeth for people with disabili-
ties. She was director of DIAL Inc.,
a center for independent living in
Clifton. She also served as director
of Union County’s Office of the
Disabled.


