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Corrections
In a front-page story in last week’s

coverage of the Fanwood Borough
Council meeting, it should have been
reported that the late John Oatis was
a member of the Fanwood Rescue
Squad for 35 years, not the fire de-
partment.

Also, in coverage of the Scotch
Plains Township Council meeting,
an incorrect location for the Fanwood
Rescue Squad was reported. The
Fanwood squad is located on Watson
Road.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY THAT FUNKY MUSIC...Funktion 11 performs last Thursday at the Alan Augustine Village Green as part of the
Scotch Plains’ Village Green Summer Concert Series presented by the Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Committee.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW MANAGER... New Scotch Plains Township Manager Jerry Giaimis, left,
talks with Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education President Trip Whitehouse
of Scotch Plains, right, during a meet and greet held at the municipal  building
last Thursday night.

FATHER AND SON…Along with thousands of others, Sean, 47, and Bruce
Nelson, 72, longtime residents of Scotch Plains, completed the New York City
Triathlon on July 14. The triathlon consists of swimming a mile in the Hudson
River, a 25-mile bike ride and a 6.1-mile run through Central Park. Sean
competed for the second time and Bruce for the first time. Now in its seventh
season, the triathlon raises money for charitable organizations. The father-son
team raised $15,670 for “Drive 4 Rebecca” and Autism New Jersey.

GREEN TEAM...Union County Freeholders Bruce Bergen and Vernell Wright
welcomed more than 100 volunteers from BASF who went to Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside last week to participate in Union County's Adopt-A-Park Pro-
gram. The volunteers helped to pull, dig, cut and treat invasive weeds, removed
trash and old fencing, installed new fencing and raked along the shoreline
restoration project around Upper Echo Lake.

Freeholders to Vote to Fund
October Special Election

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is ex-
pected to vote tonight on resolutions
to fund the special election on
Wednesday, October 16, for the un-
expired seat of the late United States
Senator Frank Lautenberg.

The board previously passed reso-
lutions funding the Tuesday, August
13 Primary Election for the U.S. Sen-
ate contest, but opted to hold off on
the October election until legal chal-
lenges were heard. Earlier this month
the New Jersey Supreme Court de-
clined to hear the challenge by
Somerset Democratic Chairwoman
Peg Schaffe, who had argued that
Governor Chris Christie lacked the
authority to authorize the October
election.

The board will vote on resolutions
approving appropriations for the
October election of $166,460 to Royal
Printing Services, Inc., West New
York; $99,018 to B&B Press of Leba-
non, and $29,033 to Full Service
Mailers of Hackensack. Royal prints
the official machine ballots, the
sample ballots mailed to registered

voters, emergency ballot tally sheets,
provisional ballots and provisional
ballot inventory cards. Full Service
Mailers mails the sample ballots to
voters.

The freeholders previously au-
thorized $319,000 in spending for
the clerk’s office for the August
Primary.

County officials, who expect the
two elections to cost $1.7 million,
have received a letter from the state
which said the county will be fully
reimbursed by the state by the end
of the year for costs the county
incurs in the two special elections.

“The state has assured us that all
normal and reasonable costs in-
volved in that election will be paid
for by the state, reimbursed to us no
later than December 31 of this year,”
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi told
the freeholders. “So we should get
full reimbursement for both the spe-
cial and general election.”

There are additional election costs
incurred by the Union County Board
of Elections, including poll work-
ers, transporting election machines
to and from polling locations, and
the printing of poll books and legal
advertisements required in news-
papers.

Freeholder Chris Hudak asked if
municipal election expenditures
would be covered by the state, to
which Ms. Rajoppi said they would,
as the state letter also was mailed to
municipal clerks.

“It was nice that the Governor’s
Office finally came around and is
offering a reimbursement,” Mr.
Hudak said. “The October election
is a complete waste of everyone’s
time, including yours (Ms.
Rajoppi’s), because you need to be
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SPMC Looks to Grants to
Improve Scotch Plains

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains
businesses and the township council
need to work together if they are to
attract grants to improve the township,
the Scotch Plains Management Corpo-
ration (SPMC) was told at its meeting
Wednesday.

Grant-writing expert Adam Zellner
said there were grants available, but
that many other towns were competing
for those grants and everyone in the
township would have to work in part-
nership to win them.

SPMC Chairman Dominick Verdic
agreed, saying the SPMC, which man-

ages the downtown special improve-
ment district (SID), was not in a finan-
cial position to match grants with its
own money. The SPMC’s approved
budget for this year is $58,714, as the
SPMC is not collecting a $400 annual
assessment from SID property owners
this year.

“We are spinning our wheels here
unless we partner with the town,” he
said.

Mr. Zellner, president of Greener By
Design, was asked by the township
council to make a presentation to the
SPMC with a view to possibly working
with the SPMC to help apply for grants
to improve the township. The SPMC

has $6,714 in its budget this year for a
grant writer.

He has worked on redevelopments
in Hoboken, Seaside and Rahway and
recently helped his hometown of Lin-
den to obtain transit hub grants totaling
almost $1 million.

One or two board members expressed
reservations. Landlord Romano Del
Roio spoke of his issues when renting
out a space of 1,000 square feet.

“You can’t market 1,000 square feet,”
Mr. Zellner told him. “You have to
market the whole town.”

Mr. Zellner said he would need in-
formation about everything from park-
ing hours to awnings so he could put
together a business model that would
allow him to market the township and
apply for grants.

Lisa Mohn, owner of Apple Blos-
som Flower Shop and president of the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional
Association, said the SPMC faced con-
stant criticism on Facebook.

“People make some very negative
comments about some of the busi-
nesses in town and about the town
looking staid. We are always defending
it,” she said.

“There are a lot of younger couples
on the Facebook page who ask where
to go to buy something and then say the
building looked as if it was closed
down. It is very sad, but this is the input
of residents in town,” Ms. Mohn said.

Mr. Verdic expressed concern that
the township council was not inter-
ested in who was renting the stores in
Scotch Plains. “When there is a store
for rent, they take the check and don’t
even ask what the store is going to be,”
he said.

Vinny Losavio of John’s Meat Mar-
ket agreed. “We are 20 years behind
other towns in the area,” he said. “I am
very interested in the quality of the
stores we have in the town.”

Mr. Zellner agreed to put together a
proposal that the SPMC can discuss at
its next meeting on Wednesday, August
14. Dreyer Farms in Cranford to

Expand Farm Stand
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Dreyer Farms was
approved by a unanimous vote by
the township’s Zoning Board of Ad-
justment Monday to tear down the
existing farm stand and single-fam-
ily residence on its property and
build a single two-story structure to

house its retail operations.
“I can’t think of a business that is

more of an asset to this town than
Dreyer Farms. So I can support them
for that. I will miss the old farm
stand also,” board member John
Mallon said.

The operation, which fronts

Stage House Lighting OK’d
In Expansion of Parking Lot

By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Planning Board approved the
final layout for lighting for the Stage
House Tavern’s new parking lot at its
meeting Monday might.

After residents argued at the board’s
June 24 meeting that the lighting in
the new expanded parking lot at the
Stage House, located at 366 Park
Avenue, would spread light into the
surrounding yards, homes and busi-
nesses, co-owner Tom Britt agreed to
review and improve the plans prior to
construction.

The new plans allow for one addi-
tional light in the north corner of the

parking lot, originally seen as the
darkest spot in the area, yet the over-
all amount of light would be limited
to keep residents happy. According
to Board Chairman John Thompson,
residents agreed to this amendment
at the last meeting.

“I think [the residents] were happy
with the plan as it was presented last
time,” Mr. Thompson said. “And at
the end of the day, we stuck to that.”

The issues surrounding the light-
ing in the new parking lot included
trying to keep the commercial and
residential neighbors of the area sat-
isfied, as well as keeping all those

customers and employees who will
utilize the parking lot safe. Although
this new revised and finalized plan
does not meet the requirements for
lighting set by the township’s ordi-
nance, officials said it allows for a
sufficient amount of lighting which
will hopefully keep the area safe, yet
out of the neighbors’ yards and homes.

Planning Board Secretary Barbara
Horev said the ordinance does not
call for a certain number of lights per
say, but rather that there is a certain
amount of light intensity in the area.

After approximately a year of plan-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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GW Council OKs Purchase
Of New Dump Truck/Plow

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members Tuesday introduced a
$170,000 bond ordinance to purchase
a new dump truck, plow and spreader.

The new dump truck will replace a
28-year-old vehicle, which has a
rusted-out floor board and smoking
engine and can no longer be used. It
will be used to plow and salt, carry
debris from storms, pull the wood
chipper and leaf vacuum and haul
materials, such as sand, gravel and
dirt.

It will increase the number of oper-
ating dump trucks the borough owns
to four. The borough has a large dump
truck that was purchased in 1996, a
smaller one, bought in 2006, and a
third, obtained in 1992, that is only
used for plowing.

The superintendent of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, Frederick
Corbitt, believes the borough needs
three trucks that can both salt and
plow, Council President and Finance

Committee Chairwoman Sara
Todisco said during the council work-
shop session of Tuesday’s meeting.

“This new dump truck would bring
the Department of Public Works
where it needs to be in order to keep
a high level of service for our resi-
dents,” she said. “If we do not get it
and one of our older trucks, which
keep in mind are seven years and 17
years (old), respectively, does not
work properly during a snowstorm,
that could mean roads will not be
clear for emergency vehicles and
could obviously pose a very big prob-
lem.

“If we did get into that situation
and needed to pay an outside com-
pany to service us during a snow-
storm, we would be paying a lot of
money unexpectedly,” Council-
woman Todisco said.

The new vehicle will become the
primary salt and plow truck for the
south side of town. The 1996 truck
will move to the north side, taking
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