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ROOF REPLACEMENT UNDERWAY... On July 18 the Westfield Board of
Education entered the bond market to finance $6,916,000 in school bonds to
provide for the replacement and/or restoration of roofs at Westfield High School,
Roosevelt Intermediate School and Washington Elementary School.  These roofs
are currently undergoing replacement and renovation this summer. Thirty-nine
competitive bids were received from seven underwriting firms.  The lowest bid
came in at 2.609 percent. Pictured here is roof work at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, which involves the removal and replacement of 96 percent of the roof,
removal or replacement of skylights, and restoration and repair to terra cotta
trim to preventing leaking.

GREEN TEAM...Union County Freeholders Bruce Bergen and Vernell Wright
welcome more than 100 volunteers from BASF who went to Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside last week to participate in Union County's Adopt-A-Park Pro-
gram. The volunteers helped to pull, dig, cut and treat invasive weeds, removed
trash and old fencing, installed new fencing and raked along the shoreline
restoration project around Upper Echo Lake.

Cassandra Segulin for The Westfield Leader
PLAY THAT FUNKY MUSIC...Funktion 11 performs last Thursday at the Alan
Augustine Village Green as part of the Scotch Plains’ Village Green Summer
Concert Series presented by the Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Committee.

two elections to cost $1.7 million,
have received a letter from the state
which said the county will be fully
reimbursed by the state by the end
of the year for costs the county
incurs in the two special elections.

“The state has assured us that all
normal and reasonable costs in-
volved in that election will be paid
for by the state, reimbursed to us no
later than December 31 of this year,”
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi told
the freeholders. “So we should get
full reimbursement for both the spe-
cial and general election.”

There are additional election costs
incurred by the Union County Board
of Elections, including poll work-
ers, transporting election machines
to and from polling locations, and
the printing of poll books and legal
advertisements required in news-
papers.

Freeholder Chris Hudak asked if
municipal election expenditures
would be covered by the state, to
which Ms. Rajoppi said they would,
as the state letter also was mailed to
municipal clerks.

“It was nice that the Governor’s
Office finally came around and is
offering a reimbursement,” Mr.
Hudak said. “The October election
is a complete waste of everyone’s
time, including yours (Ms.
Rajoppi’s), because you need to be
spending your time getting us ready
for an election in November.”

Four Democrats and two Repub-
licans are on the August 13 ballot.

Democrats running are Newark
Mayor Cory Booker, Reps. Frank
Pallone (D-6th) and Rush Holt (D-
12th) and Assembly Speaker Sheila
Oliver (D-34th, East Orange). Re-
publicans are former Bogota mayor
Steve Lonegan and Alieta Eck, a
physician.

In other business, the board is
expected to vote on a resolution
tonight to add $88,728 in grant fund-
ing to the contract with Veolia Trans-
portation, Inc. for the Route 22
shuttle service for workers in retail
establishments along the highway
as provided through the county’s
Paratransit system. The money
brings the Veolia contract to $4.4
million. Veolia is the vendor for the
Paratransit system. Frank Guzzo,
the county’s director of human ser-
vices, said the county receives state
and federal funding for the shuttle
program.

The board also will vote on reso-
lutions for final change orders for
artificial turf and lighting at Wheeler
Park in Linden and Rizzuto Park in
Elizabeth. The change order at
Wheeler reduces the contract with
Landrek Group, Inc. of Amityville,
N.Y. by $666,897 to a new total of
$850,211, as the county anticipated
contaminated soil at the park, which
ended up not to be the case.

The Rizzuto change order re-
duced the contract with Applied
Landscape Technologies of
Montvale by $128,589 for a new
contract of $1.1 million.
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Julia Queller for The Westfield Leader
TALENTED ATHLETES...Cranford Mayor Thomas Hannen honors individual
Cranford High School athletes for their accomplishments in Track and Field at
the Cranford Township Committee meeting on July 16.

WOMEN IN BUSINESS...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) joined the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce on Monday in a conversation about the
challenges facing women business owners.  The event was held at The James
Ward Mansion in Westfield.

housing ordinance, which requires
owners to either set aside a unit or
pay a developers’ fee. The Sommas
agreed to comply, but will decide
on which route to take at a later date
when they have more information.
The final condition was a contin-
ued emphasis on marketing and
using the units as one-bedroom
apartments; the spaces, which range
from 875 to 1,040 square feet, also
contain a study that could theoreti-
cally be converted into an addi-
tional bedroom illegally, it was
noted.

The storm management system
described would go above and be-
yond township requirements, but
as it was not specifically addressed
in the township engineer’s memo
on the project, board members
wanted to confirm the logistics be-
fore giving the green light on the
project.

Commissioner Edward O’Malley
cast the one “nay” vote; his re-
marks focused on the external ap-
pearance of the proposed edifice,
three sides of which are plain.

“Was any consideration given to
making this more visually appeal-
ing?,” he asked. “If I may say so, it
looks like storage units when it is
living units.”

“We felt what we did was attrac-
tive and residential...and comple-
mented the neighborhood,” project
architect Gregory Waga responded,
citing nearby buildings.

Overall, however, the planning
board members felt like their initial
fears were adequately assuaged by
the presentation and answers of the
Somma group.

Board member Dan Aschenbach
and Mayor Tom Hannen, Jr., who
sits on the board, each expressed
enthusiasm for the space in light of
its handicap accessibility, which can
be hard to find in residential units.
Other board members thought it
would contribute to the township as
a whole.

“When I look at the streetscape
of Centennial, I think it will add to
the neighborhood,” board member
Mary O’Connor said. “I think it’s a
great project.”
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Cranford Planning Board
SPMC Looks to Grants to

Improve Scotch Plains
By SARAH McGRAIL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains
businesses and the township council
need to work together if they are to
attract grants to improve the town-
ship, the Scotch Plains Management
Corporation (SPMC) was told at its
meeting last Wednesday.

Grant-writing expert Adam
Zellner said there were grants avail-
able, but that many other towns
were competing for those grants
and everyone in the township would
have to work in partnership to win
them.

SPMC Chairman Dominick
Verdic agreed, saying the SPMC,
which manages the downtown spe-
cial improvement district (SID), was
not in a financial position to match
grants with its own money. The
SPMC’s approved budget for this

amendment at the last meeting.
“I think [the residents] were

happy with the plan as it was pre-
sented last time,” Mr. Thompson
said. “And at the end of the day, we
stuck to that.”

The issues surrounding the light-
ing in the new parking lot included
trying to keep the commercial and
residential neighbors of the area sat-
isfied, as well as keeping all those
customers and employees who will
utilize the parking lot safe. Although
this new revised and finalized plan
does not meet the requirements for
lighting set by the township’s ordi-
nance, officials said it allows for a
sufficient amount of lighting which
will hopefully keep the area safe, yet
out of the neighbors’ yards and
homes.

Planning Board Secretary Barbara
Horev said the ordinance does not
call for a certain number of lights
per say, but rather that there is a
certain amount of light intensity in
the area.

After approximately a year of plan-
ning for the renovated parking lot, Mr.
Britt said he is happy to finally have
the board’s approval without the need
to incorporate additional lights and/or
make new revisions and present again.
He said he is excited for construction
to begin.

“I believe that everyone will be
happy,” Mr. Britt said. “By not add-
ing [any more] lights, the residents
that were unhappy with the thought
will be happy now. It was a good
decision and they did the right thing.”

year is $58,714, as the SPMC is not
collecting a $400 annual assessment
from SID property owners this year.

“We are spinning our wheels here
unless we partner with the town,” he
said.

Mr. Zellner, president of Greener
By Design, was asked by the town-
ship council to make a presentation
to the SPMC with a view to possibly
working with the SPMC to help ap-
ply for grants to improve the town-
ship. The SPMC has $6,714 in its
budget this year for a grant writer.

He has worked on redevelopments
in Hoboken, Seaside and Rahway
and recently helped his hometown
of Linden to obtain transit hub grants
totaling almost $1 million.

One or two board members ex-
pressed reservations. Landlord
Romano Del Roio spoke of his is-
sues when renting out a space of
1,000 square feet.

“You can’t market 1,000 square
feet,” Mr. Zellner told him. “You
have to market the whole town.”

Mr. Zellner said he would need
information about everything from
parking hours to awnings so he could
put together a business model that
would allow him to market the town-
ship and apply for grants.

Lisa Mohn, owner of Apple Blos-
som Flower Shop and president of
the Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association, said the SPMC
faced constant criticism on
Facebook.

“People make some very negative
comments about some of the busi-
nesses in town and about the town
looking staid. We are always de-
fending it,” she said.

“There are a lot of younger couples
on the Facebook page who ask where
to go to buy something and then say
the building looked as if it was closed
down. It is very sad, but this is the
input of residents in town,” Ms.
Mohn said.

Mr. Verdic expressed concern that
the township council was not inter-
ested in who was renting the stores
in Scotch Plains.

“When there is a store for rent,
they take the check and don’t even
ask what the store is going to be,” he
said.

Vinny Losavio of John’s Meat
Market agreed.

“We are 20 years behind other
towns in the area,” he said. “I am
very interested in the quality of the
stores we have in the town.”

Mr. Zellner agreed to put together
a proposal that the SPMC can dis-
cuss at its next meeting on Wednes-
day, August 14.
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Garwood Council

kids are running around the farm. It’s
wonderful. It has been years talking
about this and I’m so excited to get to
this point,” said Jessica Dreyer, Mr.
Dreyer’s daughter.

Mr. Dreyer told The Westfield Leader
they plan to begin building on Thurs-
day, December 26, after it has closed
following the Christmas season, with
plans to be open for business in April.
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Dreyer Farms

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FARM FRESH...Dreyer Farms on Springfield Avenue will begin construction of
a larger farm stand in December to accommodate their growing business.

because of the special Primary elec-
tion for U.S. Senate. The next meet-
ing will be Tuesday, August 27.

Borough Tax Assessor Annmarie
Switzer will attend the August 27
council meeting to answer council
members’ questions about the cost
of a borough-wide reassessment.

Councilman Jim Mathieu has lob-
bied for a reassessment, noting that
one has not been done in the bor-
ough in 30 years. Ms. Todisco said at
the July 9 meeting that she had spo-
ken with Ms. Switzer and that a
reassessment was not recommended
because of the amount of time that
has lapsed since the last one. Ms.
Todisco said she was told that a full
evaluation would have to be done,
which would cost at least $200,000.

Mr. Mathieu has said the matter
could potentially curb redevelop-
ment since new businesses may be
hit with the highest taxes in order to
subsidize those homeowners who
have seen their property values sky-
rocket, but are paying taxes based
on their homes’ value more than
three decades ago.

The Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce is looking for high-
school students for the Young Entre-
preneurs Academy, which runs from

October to June. Program managers
Mitchell Beinhaker and Rebecca
Seasholtz spoke to the council about
recruiting students for the after-school
program, which will help participants
start and run a business.

County to Dedicate
Westfield Facility

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will be joined by local, state and
national governmental officials in
dedicating a new multi-use building
on Monday, July 29 at 2 p.m. in the
County Public Safety Complex in
Westfield on North Avenue in honor
of disability advocate Colleen Fraser,
who was killed in the 9/11 attacks.

Ms. Fraser, 51, was on board the
ill-fated United Airlines Flight 93, en
route to a grant writing seminar in
Reno, Nevada. A native of Elizabeth
and a graduate of Rutgers University,
Ms.  Fraser helped draft the “Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act.” She carried
a tiny copy of the Constitution with her
to encourage the disabled to become
their own advocates. Born with a con-
dition that affected her legs, she stood
4’6” and used a cane and a mobility
scooter. At the time of her death, she
was serving as executive director of the
Progressive Center for Independent Liv-
ing, and vice-chairwoman of the New
Jersey Disabilities Council.

After graduating from Rutgers,
where she studied English literature,
Ms. Fraser took a job as a case manager
with Community Access Unlimited,
an advocacy group in Elizabeth for
people with disabilities. She was direc-
tor of DIAL Inc., a center for indepen-
dent living in Clifton. She also served
as director of Union County’s Office of
the Disabled.

Cassandra Segulin for The Westfield Leader
NEW MANAGER... New Scotch Plains Township Manager Jerry Giaimis, left,
talks with Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education President Trip Whitehouse
of Scotch Plains, right, during a meet and greet held a the municipal  building last
Thursday night.


