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STUNNING VIEW...While vacationing in Ireland, the McCabe family of Westfield
take a break with their copy of The Westfield Leader after witnessing the natural
beauty of the Cliffs of Moher in County Clare on July 10. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Jim, Donna, Jimmy, Victoria, Patrick and Christina.

Julia Queller for The Westfield Leader
UNDEFEATED...Cranford Mayor Thomas Hannen congratulates the undefeated
U17 Intercounty Cranford Girls Soccer team for winning the State Cup Tournament
Championship at the Cranford Township Committee meeting on July 16.

Freeholders to Vote to
Fund October Special Election
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is ex-
pected to vote tonight on resolu-
tions to fund the special election on
Wednesday, October 16, for the un-
expired seat of the late United States
Senator Frank Lautenberg.

The board previously passed reso-
lutions funding the Tuesday, Au-
gust 13 Primary Election for the
U.S. Senate contest, but opted to
hold off on the October election
until legal challenges were heard.
Earlier this month the New Jersey
Supreme Court declined to hear the
challenge by Somerset Democratic
Chairwoman Peg Schaffe, who had
argued that Governor Chris Christie

lacked the authority to authorize
the October election.

The board will vote on resolu-
tions approving appropriations for
the October election of $166,460 to
Royal Printing Services, Inc., West
New York; $99,018 to B&B Press
of Lebanon, and $29,033 to Full
Service Mailers of Hackensack.
Royal prints the official machine
ballots, the sample ballots mailed

to registered voters, emergency bal-
lot tally sheets, provisional ballots
and provisional ballot inventory
cards. Full Service Mailers mails
the sample ballots to voters.

The freeholders previously au-
thorized $319,000 in spending for
the clerk’s office for the August
Primary.

County officials, who expect the
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ALPHORNS AND THE AIRPLANE…Three members of the International
American Alphorn Society Ensemble, a division of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA), welcomed the first solar powered airplane, the Solar
Impulse, to hangar 19 at New York’s JFK Airport on July 13. The Swiss
designed aircraft is the first to fly around the world without conventional fuel
and powered by solar energy. The ensemble was invited to perform at the
landing ceremony by the Consulate General of Switzerland. NJWA alphorn
players, pictured from left to right, are: Ted Schlosberg, Martina Struck and
Bill Carter.

Dreyer Farms in Cranford to
Rebuild, Expand Farm Stand

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Dreyer Farms was
approved by a unanimous vote by the
township’s zoning board of adjustment
Monday to tear down the existing farm
stand and single-family residence on
its property and build a single two-
story structure to house its retail opera-
tions.

“I can’t think of a business that is
more of an asset to this town than
Dreyer Farms. So I can support them
for that. I will miss the old farm stand
also,” board member John Mallon said.

The operation, which fronts Spring-
field Avenue, will expand its parking

from its current 12 to 14 spaces to 22.
The hard-packed gravel lot will be re-
placed with blacktop with parking
spaces delineated with striping and
concrete parking curb stops. There also
will be bike racks added, as well as a
handicapped-accessible parking space
included.

Residents Rosemary Wyckoff and
Lee Cohen, who were in attendance for
variance relief for their own home
projects, supported Dreyer Farms’ reno-
vations.

“I have been in Dreyer Farms many
times…it is very difficult getting in
there… If they can improve the park-
ing, I’m all for it,” Ms. Wyckoff said.

Dreyer Farms has operated in
Cranford since 1904 as a farm, and
began a retail operation in 1948, cur-
rent co-owner John Dreyer said. Dreyer
Farms sells fruits and vegetables, jams
and jellies, local cheeses, eggs and
butter, bread from Breadsmith in the
township, flowers, shrubs and trees,
among other gardening needs and farm
foods. The home was built in the 1930s,
Mr. Dreyer said.

Currently, employees use the
restroom in the home and the house
also is used for office space.

The new farm stand will have two
public restrooms, one of which will be
handicapped-accessible, and the sec-
ond floor will be used for storage and
office space.

The new building is designed to re-
semble a traditional barn, and made of
a pan steel roof and sides, said Brian
Quarry, contractor for CB Structures,
based in New Holland, Pa. The corru-
gated metal roof will be painted green
and the sides will be painted tan.

The retail store will be shifted to the
right side of the building and extend to
the rear of the building, with operations
such as where employees prepare food
for market, a freezer and an area to hold
baked goods, housed to the left.

Mr. Dreyer said the current prep area
and cooler “is way too small,” and he
would like a bigger sales area with
wider aisles and more room for display.

Dreyer Farms has no plans to expand
on its product line, Mr. Dreyer said,
when asked by board Vice-Chairman
Jeffrey Pistol.

“This is a more modern, practical
layout,” Mr. Pistol said. “I think this
building is aesthetically pleasing. This
is a win-win for the town.”

The new farm stand will be 3,700
square feet, said engineer Joe Sparone
of Dynamic Engineering. The current
farm stand is 2,900 square feet and the
house is 1,500 square feet.

Dryer Farms sought variance relief
for its front setbacks, which proposed
is 22 feet, where currently it has a 31.6-
foot setback. Mr. Dreyer said other-
wise he would have to tear down the
greenhouses behind the farm stand.

“I have been running around this
farm since I was a little kid, and now my
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Cranford Board OKs
Multi-Use Subdivision

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD - A proposed de-
velopment on Centennial Avenue
in Cranford was heard and passed
by the township’s planning board
by a 7-1 vote on July 17.

The multi-use subdivision will
consist of a commercial space on
the first floor and five, one-bed-
room apartments on the second
floor, all yet to be rented. Currently,
a two-family home exists on the lot.
The owners of the property, An-
thony and Marie Somma, have
owned and operated nearby land in
Cranford for seven years.

The application to demolish and
rebuild was first submitted in De-
cember, and plans were overhauled
following critical feedback from the
board.

Deliberations to arrive at the vote
took approximately three hours, af-

ter thorough testimony and ques-
tioning of the project’s engineer
and architect.

Concerns raised regarding the
project at last week’s hearing in-
cluded parking and circulation is-
sues, external lighting and an in-
tended wall or fence. Township
planner Paul Ricci also was on hand
to critique the plans.

The board passed the application
under a set of conditions. It asked
for confirmation from the town en-
gineer of the effectiveness of a storm
management system; a different
window trim; that the parking lots
intended for the commercial and
residential space, respectively, be
consolidated; and that one parking
space be eliminated to prevent a
blind spot for motorists.

The board also requested com-
pliance with Cranford’s affordable
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GROWING BUSINESS...Dreyer Farms owner John Dreyer and his daughter, Jessica, will be expanding the farm stand
after the Cranford Zoning Board of Adjustment approved their application Monday to tear down the stand and the home
on the property along Springfield Avenue in Cranford. The family will build a larger farm stand to accommodate their
growing business.

Stage House Lighting OK’d
In Expansion of Parking Lot

By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Planning Board approved the
final layout for lighting for the Stage
House Tavern’s new parking lot at
its meeting Monday might.

After residents argued at the
board’s June 24 meeting that the
lighting in the new expanded park-
ing lot at the Stage House, located
at 366 Park Avenue, would spread
light into the surrounding yards,

homes and businesses, co-owner
Tom Britt agreed to review and
improve the plans prior to construc-
tion.

The new plans allow for one ad-
ditional light in the north corner of
the parking lot, originally seen as
the darkest spot in the area, yet the
overall amount of light would be
limited to keep residents happy.
According to Board Chairman John
Thompson, residents agreed to this
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GW Council OKs Purchase
Of New Dump Truck/Plow

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members Tuesday introduced a
$170,000 bond ordinance to purchase
a new dump truck, plow and spreader.

The new dump truck will replace a
28-year-old vehicle, which has a
rusted-out floor board and smoking
engine and can no longer be used. It
will be used to plow and salt, carry
debris from storms, pull the wood
chipper and leaf vacuum and haul
materials, such as sand, gravel and
dirt.

It will increase the number of oper-
ating dump trucks the borough owns
to four. The borough has a large dump
truck that was purchased in 1996, a
smaller one, bought in 2006, and a
third, obtained in 1992, that is only
used for plowing.

The superintendent of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, Frederick
Corbitt, believes the borough needs
three trucks that can both salt and
plow, Council President and Finance
Committee Chairwoman Sara
Todisco said during the council work-
shop session of Tuesday’s meeting.

“This new dump truck would bring
the Department of Public Works
where it needs to be in order to keep
a high level of service for our resi-
dents,” she said. “If we do not get it
and one of our older trucks, which
keep in mind are seven years and 17
years (old), respectively, does not
work properly during a snowstorm,
that could mean roads will not be
clear for emergency vehicles and

could obviously pose a very big prob-
lem.

“If we did get into that situation
and needed to pay an outside com-
pany to service us during a snow-
storm, we would be paying a lot of
money unexpectedly,” Council-
woman Todisco said.

The new vehicle will become the
primary salt and plow truck for the
south side of town. The 1996 truck
will move to the north side, taking
over the small truck’s duties. The
small truck usually requires three trips
to the Scotch Plains depot for salt to
treat the roads on the north side while
the larger vehicle will need only one.

The borough will purchase the
equipment piecemeal to minimize
cost. The truck and dump body will
cost about $117,508, according to
Ms. Todisco. Estimates for the
spreader and plow are $21,375 and
$15,550, respectively. The budget
also includes a 10-percent contin-
gency.

The council approved the ordinance
by a 5-0 vote. Councilwoman Ann
Palmer was absent.

In other meeting news, council
members adopted a $250,000 bond
ordinance for road improvement
projects, including Third Avenue,
from Walnut to Cedar Streets; Beech
Avenue, from West Street to the West-
field border; Maple Street, from
Spruce to Myrtle Avenues, and
Hickory Avenue, from East to Center
Streets.

There is no August 13 meeting
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