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STAYING FIT...Republican Union County Freeholder candidate Ira Geiger
poses with Sharon Sutera of Sharon Fit Belly Dance & Group Fitness Studio
along with her students and Kenilworth Resident Diana Ramirez at the Cranford
Car Show on July 11.

COAH Is In Chaos; Westfield,
Cranford, All Towns Suffer

In the midst of a Gubernatorial Election
year, municipalities statewide need direction
from the Governor and the Legislature as to
how to proceed with meeting low- to moder-
ate-income housing regulations following last
week’s New Jersey Supreme Court’s decision
overruling Governor Chris Christie’s attempt
to abolish the state’s Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) and transferring its powers
to the Department of Community Affairs (DCA).

COAH has been in limbo for the past two
years while the case was before the courts.
The Governor had transferred COAH’s author-
ity to the DCA through an administrative order
in 2011.

The New Jersey League of Municipalities said
in a letter dated July 3, prior to the court
ruling, that towns remained “at risk of being
penalized for failing to comply with regula-
tions that were never adopted” by COAH.

“Additionally, with COAH’s ‘3rd round’ regu-
lations invalidated by the courts in a separate
action and that appeal pending before the
State Supreme Court, municipalities were
also without a viable plan in place detailing
what obligations the state would impose,” the
League stated.

As part of the court’s Mount Laurel decision,
all municipalities in the state have to provide
fair housing plans for those with low to mod-
erate incomes. Towns that have not had their
plans approved by COAH in the past have
exposed themselves to builder remedy law-
suits. Both Westfield and Cranford have faced
thousands of dollars in legal fees and were
forced to approve developments they did not
want in their communities after builders filed
builder remedy lawsuits. Only a portion of
these developments will actually be dedicated
to persons with low-to-moderate incomes. In
our opinion, developers have used the Mount
Laurel decision to get higher density housing
approved at the peril of local residents who
face increased traffic, a shortage of class-
rooms, not to mention a drain on emergency
services such as EMS, fire and police.

Westfield was sued in January 2009 by
Sunnyside Senior Housing of Westfield, which
was seeking to build 60 housing units on
Springfield Avenue, after Sunnyside alleged
that it had been “rebuffed” by Westfield in its
efforts to get the project approved. The town
recently settled the lawsuit for 24 housing
units.

Meanwhile, Cranford has been the subject of
builder remedy lawsuits filed by builders for
plans to build developments on Birchwood
Avenue and South Avenue. The township
settled with the previous developer for a five-
acre property at 555 South Avenue, where
163 rental units are to be built, and is still
fighting plans by another builder for 360 units
on Birchwood.

In our opinion, the only ones who are win-
ning in these lawsuits are the developers and
the lawyers. The courts are maintaining the
chaos.

Despite the Supreme Court’s ruling, COAH’s
future remains in limbo, as both Governor
Christie and the Legislature want to eliminate
the agency; they just disagree on how this
should be accomplished. The Governor wanted
to accomplish this feat administratively, while
Democratic lawmakers, who hold the major-
ity in the Assembly and Senate, want to do
this through legislation to be signed by the
Governor.

According to published reports, $140 million
remains in a trust fund for affordable housing
after the Christie administration’s effort to
transfer funds to the state budget was halted
by an Appellate Court ruling in May. The
League of Municipalities filed litigation a year
ago in an effort to prevent Governor Christie
from taking the trust fund money.

Now it is time for the Governor and lawmak-
ers to put politics aside and create a housing
policy in this state that clearly follows the
letter of the law on low to moderate housing
requirements and who will administer this
policy and what their authority will be.

Very little good has come from this program.

for services that were not pro-
vided, including billing for ser-
vices purportedly provided to
Medicaid beneficiaries by home
health care aides while the ben-
eficiaries were hospitalized or on
vacation, according to an Attor-
ney General press release.

Detectives with the Office of
the Insurance Fraud Prosecutor
executed a search warrants at
HCS as well as Provost’s resi-
dence in Sea Girt and her 2009
Porsche Cayenne.

According to the press release,
second-degree crimes carry a
maximum sentence of 10 years
in state prison and a criminal fine
of up to $150,000, while third-
degree crimes carry a maximum
sentence of five years in state
prison and fine of up to $15,000.
The charges will be presented to
a state grand jury for potential
indictment.

Garwood Cooling
Centers Set

Excessive heat is expected to
continue through the end of the
week reaching into the triple dig-
its. I have instructed that “The
People’s House,” the council
chamber at Borough Hall, re-
main open for residents as a
cooling center for as long as nec-
essary for any residents in need
of a place to cool off.

Areas of several Union County
municipalities were without
power yesterday (Monday) and
today, to include a few streets in
the borough for about a half hour
this afternoon. Residents are
asked to check on elderly and
inform neighbors periodically
over the course of the heat wave
as there may be periodic out-
ages.

Pat Quattrocchi
Garwood Mayor

Letter to the EditorWoman Charged
With Fraud


