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CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee has decided
not to go forward with the forma-
tion of a charter study commis-
sion to examine new forms of
government.

After a public hearing at
Tuesday’s committee meeting
that lasted over an hour, with
many residents voicing their opin-
ions and committee members
debating among themselves, the
committee rescinded an ordi-
nance that provided voters with
a referendum to establish the
charter study.

The result was a 3-2 vote, with
Mayor Thomas Hannen in the
majority. During the public hear-
ing portion of the meeting, resi-
dents presented mixed senti-
ments.

Mary O’Connor of Elm Street,
who is running for the township
committee, said she believes
Cranford residents should have
the right to vote yes or no to
forming the commission.

“The November 5th vote is not
about changing our form of gov-
ernment. It’s to gage whether
our residents want to pursue it or
put it to rest,” Ms. O’Connor said.
“How could we ask people to vote
for us, but deny them a vote on
such an important issue?”

Rita Labrutto, of Arlington Road,
also noted residents’ ability to
exercise their vote, citing recent
elections in which they have dem-
onstrated their opinion.

However, Ms. Labrutto said, “I
believe if you’re going to put
something on the ballot as im-
portant as changing our govern-
ment that you really need to
invest, unfortunately, money to
also educate the public as to
exactly what they’re voting on.”

This is not the first time an
evaluation of Cranford’s form of
government has been proposed.
It has been reviewed multiple
times, with a similar study being

conducted in 2008 that yielded
no changes.

Ed Force of Benjamin Street,
who served as mayor for three
years, said, “I find it confusing
why we’re here again.”

Mr. Force continued, “Yes, we
have problems, but that’s what
this township committee is all
about. Changing the form of gov-
ernment I don’t think is the cure….
We have enough on our plate.
Why we need to get into a change
in government I don’t under-
stand for the life of me.”

Instead, Mr. Force suggested a
committee to review administra-
tive code and recommended
spending money to solve real
problems.

Another former mayor, Rich-
ard Salway of Makatom Drive,
raised a different concern.

Mr. Salway noted that one can
volunteer to be mayor for a year
while maintaining one’s primary
job. However, if a new form of
government allowed for a mayor
to remain in office for four years,
Mr. Salway worried that many
worthy candidates for mayor
would not run because it would
be too difficult to devote one’s
time and energy to two major
positions over a four-year pe-
riod. Further, according to Mr.
Salway, having a mayor in office
for that long would stifle growth,
change and direction.

In their comments, many of the
residents spoke of their satisfac-
tion with the current township
committee, citing its efficiency
and successes, and specifically
noted the benefits of newly added
administrator Joseph Hartnett.

This provided rationale for resi-
dents who wished to maintain
the current system of govern-
ment.

“I’m going to express the opin-
ion of the typical resident who,
like all of those people here, are
interested in good management
and good government,” said
Frank Krause of Pittsfield Street.

Cranford Community Rescinds Public Vote on Charter Study
“In essence, I think you’re all
doing very well, and we would
like you to continue with the
same format.”

However, after the public hear-
ing closed, in expressing her sup-
port for the study, Commissioner
Lisa Adubato said, “I just want to
hear if there is a better way and
I can’t for the life of me under-
stand why that is so repugnant to
some people.”

Ms. Adubato then refuted a
resident’s comment that implied
the commission would cost
$100,000, saying she would be
surprised if it were more than
$10,000 in cost.

“I believe that our current form
of government costs us. It leads
to an inefficient spending of
money,” Ms. Adubato said. “I
think whatever [the commission]
costs will be money well spent. It
will not be anywhere near the
cost of what we lose in our cur-
rent government.”

While Ms. Adubato said the ro-
bust debate in Tuesday’s meet-
ing is evidence for why the issue
needs to be put on the ballot,
Commissioner Kevin Campbell
also tallied residents’ e-mails and
in-person messages to determine
that only 50 to 60 people are
invested in the issue, which he
said is too small a number in a
town of 20,000 to legitimize the
claim that there is public de-
mand for the study.

Mr. Campbell said he was not in
support of the commission be-
cause it did not have community
support.

“This is about Cranford’s iden-
tity,” Mr. Campbell said. “What
makes Cranford special is our
tightknit community. Our town-
ship committee is one of the
reasons we have that.”

Commissioner Andis Kalnins
said, “I don’t think the township
committee forms the towns. It’s
the schools, the people, the com-
munity organizations. And we
just help facilitate that.”

In his support of the public
voting to decide whether to form
the commission, Mr. Kalnins said
he believes Cranford’s govern-
ment can be more efficient, which
could be attained by more con-
sistency and continuity.

He added that one cannot know
if there is community support
without a vote and that there is a

general lack of knowledge about
the form of government, so if
nothing else, the education would
help.

Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley
expressed his regret that the
township committee has spent
so much time on this issue and
said it was too soon for him to be
supportive of this type of initia-
tive.

In his closing remarks, Mayor
Hannen thanked everyone who
shared their opinions, especially
those who had served the town
previously.

“I still am of the opinion that at
this particular time, while we still
have our particular issues… there
are things that we can do in the
administrative code that would
strengthen our ability to solve
those problems without having
to go through the whole election
process of the charter study,”
Mayor Hannen said.

Woman Who Ran Home
Aid Bus. Charged With Fraud

CRANFORD – A woman who ran
a Cranford-based home health
aid agency was charged last week
by the state Attorney General’s
office seven counts of second-
degree health care claims fraud
and one count of third-degree
Medicaid fraud.

Laurie Provost, 53, of Sea Girt,
is the owner/operator of Home
Care Solutions, located on Com-
merce Drive in Cranford. Home
Care Solutions (HCS) sends home
health aides to the homes of
Medicaid beneficiaries to provide
them with appropriate care. The
agency also contracts with skilled
medical professionals to provide
specialized services to patients
who require care.

“Defrauding the Medicaid pro-
gram is a very serious crime that
puts an unfair burden on honest

taxpayers and takes money out
of a system meant to help those
who are most vulnerable,” Act-
ing Attorney General John J.
Hoffman said. “The Office of the
Insurance Fraud Prosecutor will
continue to be vigilant in pros-
ecuting these high priority cases.”

The charges focus on alleged
fraudulent billings by HCS from
2011 to the present. Provost,
through HCS, allegedly submit-
ted numerous fraudulent claims
to Medicaid and/or one of the
managed care organizations that
provide services to Medicaid ben-
eficiaries and processes provider
claims and payments on behalf
of the Medicaid program. It is
alleged that Provost knowingly
submitted requests for payment

Summer Science
Cranford resident Ryan Stull,

a physics/computer science
major at Saint Joseph’s Uni-
versity, will work for 11 weeks
with Piotr Habdas, Ph.D. on
their topic, “Fluid dynamics of
colloidal suspensions.”

Students produce a descrip-
tion of their research that will
be published by the university.
They receive a stipend and on-
campus housing.
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