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Playoff possibilities were on the
line and the Westfield 12U girls
softball team remained in the
hunt with a four-run fifth inning
and an insurance run in the sixth
to spring past Springfield, 11-9,
at the Westfield High School Field
on July 15.

“Today was a tough day. It was
a good team. It was back-and-
forth a couple of times, and we
toughed it out. We got a couple of
key hits in a couple of key spots,”
Westfield Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald said.

Westfield totaled 12 hits and
key hits came off the bat of Julia
Romano, who looped a two-run
single in the first inning, an RBI
single in the third and an RBI
groundout in the fifth. Leadoff
batter Maddie Parrish rapped a

key RBI single in the second and
another RBI single in the fifth,
while scoring once. Lucy Ritter
went 2-for-3 with an RBI and two
runs scored. Tessa Verga singled
and had two RBI, and Molly Sheil
singled and scored twice.

Pitcher Bridget Hyland had an
RBI double and scored once.
Emma Rogers, Muriel Maloney
(RBI) and Ally Borg each singled
and scored once. Natalie
Patterson and Lauren Sullivan
both scored once.

“We are doing a lot of things so
much better than we were at the
beginning of the season. The one
thing that we are really trying to
stress with them is not being
hesitant, not being hesitant at
all. We want them to feel confi-

dent in whatever play they make,
even if they make a mistake. We

want them to be aggressive. We
want them to be tougher,” Coach

MacDonald said.
The Blue Devil girls had very

little hesitancy on the base paths
and combined for 12 stolen bases
to go with numerous advance-
ments on passed balls and wild
pitches. Borg and Sheil each had
three stolen bases, while Romano
and Parrish added two apiece.

“We want to make sure we
were going on any passed ball,
not even a passed ball but any-
thing in the dirt that the catcher
has to struggle to block. We are
trying to make all those plays
automatic, and I think we are
doing a good job of that,” Coach
MacDonald said.

The Springfield girls totaled
eight hits and had additional run-
ners on base with eight walks
and a hit batter. Leadoff hitter
Emma Taylor was also aggres-
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