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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jake Van Dam’s and Jack
Jarosz’s effective performances
on the mound, along with key
hitting and base running paved
the way for the Cranford 11s to
silence the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Gray, 9-2, in North Jer-
sey All-Star Baseball League ac-
tion at Memorial Field in Cranford
on July 11.

Van Dam, who pitched the first
three innings, allowed both runs
on three hits in the first inning
but shut the Raider Gray down

for the next two innings. Van
Dam finished with three
strikeouts, while walking one.
Jarosz yielded just two singles,
while striking out four and per-
mitting zero walks.

“Jake threw the first three in-
nings. Jack threw the next three
innings. We love them. We trust
them both. They always come
through for us,” Cougar Head
Coach Rich Wischusen said.

The Raiders were quite aware
they were up against a very solid
team, since the Cougars just re-
cently won the Cal Ripken Dis-

trict 12 Tournament. The Gray
did have several fine individual
performances. Gus Barco was
very solid behind the plate and
was very effective at the plate,
going 2-for-2 with a run scored.
Leadoff hitter Matt DeGado
singled, scored a run, walked
and finished with three stolen
bases. Mike Urbano, who ripped
an RBI single in the first inning,
also had what would have been
another single in the fourth, but
the right fielder managed to fire
the ball to second to get a force
play. Colin Fitzgerald singled and
swiped a base. Danny Decker
added an RBI.

“Cranford is an excellent team.
Our kids gave it a good battle.
They have been fighting hard

week-in and week-out. We got
some really good performances
from a lot of our kids tonight. We
had some kids hit the ball well
tonight. We try to stress every-
thing, defense, of-
fense, any particu-
lar unit that we can
work on we will try
to improve. It’s a
learning season,
but we keep get-
ting better,”
Raider Assistant
Coach Rich Baylor
said.

The Cougars to-
taled 10 hits, and
the biggest “bang”
came off the bat
of Connor Katz,
who blasted a two-
run home run in

the top of the first inning —
Cranford was designated as the
away team. In his two plate ap-
pearances, Evan Kanterman

VAN DAM, JAROSZ PITCH GEM; KATZ WHACKS HOMER; BARCO 2 HITS, DeGADO 3 SBs, HIT

Cranford Silences SPF Gray in N.J. All-Star League, 9-2
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