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Guests must provide a photo ID and sign our guest waiver. Parent/
guardian must sign the waiver for guests under the age of 18. 

WELCOME WEDNESDAYS! 

FREE and open to the community 
 

5:00AM-10:30PM every Wednesday,  7/10 –8/14 
 
 

 
 
 
 

No RSVP necessary!  For the day’s schedule of group exercise/TRX® 
classes, water exercise classes, and open gym/swim/racquetball 
times, contact Leo Gonzalez at lgonzalez@westfieldynj.org or x271.   

If you decide to become a Y member after any 
Welcome Wednesday visit …  

we will waive the $150 Joiner’s Fee ! 

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.   
Financial assistance is available.  

BROKERS
WELCOME

Sausalito’s Mediterranean
Feel Offers A Great Escape

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Summer Travel Series

A truly exquisite and picture-perfect
town, Sausalito—a small town of about
7,000 people located just north of San
Francisco—provides a great getaway
from the city for an afternoon, or a day
or two.

There are two equally fun ways to
get yourself to Sausalito, which is about
two miles from the northern end of the
Golden Gate Bridge. One is walking
there after having crossed the Golden
Gate on foot. The other is via ferry from
the San Francisco waterfront. To walk,
wear comfortable shoes because after
crossing the Golden Gate Bridge, you’ll
work your way down Alexander Av-
enue, a two-lane road that winds its
way through trees and a variety of
pretty plant life. Stay alert because the
road does not have a great deal of room
to stay out of the way of passing cars
and bicyclists. You won’t see a house or
a building or any other signs of civiliza-
tion—save for passing vehicles—for
the first mile of your hike as you slowly
descend from the 200-foot high eleva-
tion at the end of the Bridge into
Sausalito.

Your other option is the ferry that

leaves from the ferry terminal at the
San Francisco waterfront. This lovely
30-minute trip will afford you close-up
views of Alcatraz Island, home to the
infamous high-security prison that op-
erated in the mid-1900s and the Golden
Gate Bridge as well as the periodic
cargo ships crossing under the Bridge
to and from the Pacific Ocean beyond.

Once you’re in Sausalito, you’ll see
why this ultra-charming town has been
compared to a place you’d find along
the Mediterranean. Beautiful homes—
some of them big and fancy and, no
doubt, expensive—cling to the steep
hillsides overlooking the marina and
Richardson Bay and, further on, Angel
Island State Park, Alcatraz, San Fran-
cisco and, on a clear day, Berkeley in
the distance.

Sausalito is a popular tourist spot but
when you’re there, you don’t feel
crowded in. You’ll notice how rela-
tively quiet and peaceful it is. People
take their time. Car horns don’t blare.
Sometimes the most noise comes from
the flapping sails on the many boats
going in and out of the marina or from
the horn of the ferry. It’s a perfect place
to sit back, close your eyes and just
relax.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CALIFORNIA GETAWAY…Sausalito, across the Golden Gate Bridge from
San Francisco, has the feel of a Mediterranean town.

Spamalot’s Spotlight Shines
On Westfield Talent

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The world of theatre can be amaz-
ingly small at times. What are the
chances that two Westfield High School
graduates, Billy Geltzeiler, Class of
2008, and Mallory Miller, Class of
2009, who were in their high school
musicals, plays and summer workshops
together, would find themselves after
college back in a musical together in
Middlesex County?

Currently, they are in Plays-in-the-
Park’s production of Spamalot, the
Monty Python – based comedy which
opened last night at the Stephen Castro
Theatre in Roosevelt Park, a short walk
from Menlo Park Mall. Billy has a
leading role of Sir Lancelot. Mallory is
dance captain and one of six dancers
known as “Laker girls.”

For Mallory Miller, a May 2013
Rider University graduate with a B.A.
in Musical Theater, this is not like any
other show she’s been in and she has
been in plenty. “Usually, the challenge
in most shows is tricky or difficult
choreography. But in this show, it’s the
special effects that are the challenge.
Costumes transform and the comedy
bits are like a machine. You can’t al-
most be on your mark, but must be
precisely on it for the bit to work.”

Fellow cast member Billy Geltzeiler
knows all about the importance of tim-
ing for the Monty Python bits of hu-
mor. The 2012 Theater and Communi-
cations graduate from the University of

Maryland says that he has always been
a huge fan of Monty Python humor.
“It’s certainly not a classic sit com. It’s
all based on timing and cult fans love it.
I’ve spouted the lines from Monty Py-
thon since sixth grade, so I think I’ve
subconsciously been prepping for this
role my entire life,” he said with a
chuckle.

He describes his Sir Lancelot char-
acter as, “cocky, arrogant, brave and
impetuous. He, unfortunately, shoots
first and asks questions later.” Not want-
ing to have to warn “spoiler alert,” he
added parenthetically, “He also has a
feminine side that he tries to keep hid-
den.”

For Billy to secure a leading role at
Plays-in-the-Park is no mean feat. Re-
portedly, there were well over 400
people who auditioned for this season’s
shows of Les Miserables, Spamalot
and Xanadu. Margaret Davis, a West-
field resident and veteran actress of
Plays-in-the-Park and other regional
theaters, directs Spamalot and attended
all of the auditions.

After rehearsing for five weeks at
Middlesex County College, the actors
finally got to rehearse on the actual
Capastro stage in Edison during Tech
Week. Billy was excited to be on the
stage that looks out on the impressive
open-air amphitheater that will accom-
modate 1,500 chairs. “We had rehearsed
for five weeks in Middlesex County
College’s auditorium until last Tues-
day night when we had our first shot at
this venue, which is huge. Then we got
to see each other’s costumes for the first
time, and watch the sets unfold,” he
said.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and
The Times

FINDING THAT GRAIL…Billy
Geltzeiler, Westfield High School, Class
of 2008, strikes a pose as Sir Lancelot
in Plays-in-the-Park’s production of
Spamalot.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and
The Times

OO LA LA…Showing her character’s
French colors, Westfield resident
Mallory Miller, one of the Laker girls
in Plays-in-the-Park’s production of
Spamalot, is the dance captain of the
Monty Python musical comedy.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Clybourne Park Raises
Thought-Provoking Issues

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – Lorraine Hansberry’s
iconic play A Raisin in the Sun is the
jumping off point in Bruce Norris’
Tony-winning and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play, Clybourne Park, Premiere
Stages’ latest production now through
Sunday, July 28, at the Zella Fry
Theatre at Kean University.

The axis on which Clybourne Park
turns is the selling of a house in
Chicago. In Act I, it is being sold in
1959 by a middle-aged white couple.
Taking up where Raisin leaves off,
neighbor Karl (Tim McGeever) of
the white home owners’ association
tries to convince Bev (Kate Goehring)
and Russ (Brad Bellamy) who are in
the process of moving out, to change
their minds about selling to a black
family. To his amazement, Karl finds
that Russ and Bev do not know who
their house has been sold to since a
real estate salesman acted as the
middle man for the transaction.

“Now, some would say that change
is inevitable,” Karl says to Bev and
Russ after hemming and hawing about
why he visits them. “And I can sup-
port that if it’s change for the better.

But I’ll tell you what I can’t support
and that’s disregarding the needs of
the people who live in a community.”

Members of the audience at Kean
nod heads slightly in agreement with
one argument or another when an
ideology which they embrace is pre-
sented. Some people grimace in lis-
tening to what was considered a seem-
ingly logical, rational and unemo-
tional case for exclusion.

Fast forward through intermission
and in Act II the same house is being
sold, but now in 2009, where a young
white couple Steve (Tim McGeever)
and Lindsey (Danielle Slavick) is
purchasing it from a black couple,
Kevin (Samuel Stricklen) and Lena
(Brett Robinson) in the neighbor-
hood that is completely African-
American. They plan to raze the house
and build a “McMansion” in its place.

The impressive set (Joseph
Gourley) and costumes (Karen Lee
Hart) in Act I are truly 1950s. Some
50 years later, the house now features
bars on the windows and the charac-
ters speak in currently stylized over-
lapping bursts of phrases and partial
sentences instead of the more formal
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IT SEEMS LOGICAL TO ME... In the 1959 setting Clybourne Park, husband and
wife characters played by Samuel Stricklen and Brett Robinson and the minister
Jim (Dustin Fontaine) listen to Karl (Tim McGreever) in his explanation of why
the house shouldn’t be sold. Premiere Stages has partnered with The American
Conference on Diversity for this production.


