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WF 12s Nip New Providence, 4-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Westfield Edges Springfield, 11-9
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Cranford Tops SPF Gray, 9-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

was very solid behind the plate and
was very effective at the plate, going
2-for-2 with a run scored. Leadoff
hitter Matt DeGado singled, scored a
run, walked and finished with three
stolen bases. Mike Urbano, who
ripped an RBI single in the first in-
ning, also had what would have been
another single in the fourth, but the
right fielder managed to fire the ball
to second to get a force play. Colin
Fitzgerald singled and swiped a base.
Danny Decker added an RBI.

“Cranford is an excellent team. Our
kids gave it a good battle. They have
been fighting hard week-in and week-
out. We got some really good perfor-
mances from a lot of our kids tonight.
We had some kids hit the ball well
tonight. We try to stress everything,
defense, offense, any particular unit
that we can work on we will try to
improve. It’s a learning season, but
we keep getting better,” Raider Assis-
tant Coach Rich Baylor said.

The Cougars totaled 10 hits, and
the biggest “bang” came off the bat of
Connor Katz, who blasted a two-run
home run in the top of the first inning
— Cranford was designated as the
away team. In his two plate appear-
ances, Evan Kanterman chopped an
RBI single and drilled a two-run
single. Mike Murphy went 2-for-2
with a walk and a run scored, and
swiped two bases. Chris Guiditta
singled, walked and scored twice.
Jeremy Ruka (RBI), Jarosz and Will
Robinson each singled and scored
once, while Austin Williams singled.
Pat Williams scored once, and Max
Wischusen drilled a hard liner that
was hauled in at centerfield.

“We tell them at the beginning of
the year that we want them to try to
get better every single game. They

are an absolute pleasure to coach,
because they try hard and every game
they improve,” Cougar Head Coach
Rich Wischusen said.

It was also evident that when the
Cougars got on, they were a terror on
the base paths.

“We understand as the teams get
better, the difference between the good
teams and the bad teams narrows. So
we work on the base paths, and the
kids try hard in practices and during
the game,” Coach Wischusen said.

The Cougars scored two runs in the
first on Katz’s shot over the right-
centerfield fence, but the Raiders
knotted the score in the bottom of the
inning. DeGado sizzled a leadoff
single, stole second and third and
scored on Decker’s groundout to sec-
ond. Barco bashed a single off the
leftfield fence, advanced to second
on a wild pitch and scored on Urbano’s
single to right.

In the second, Guiditta singled and
scored on Kanterman’s single over
second, then three more Cougars
scored in the third with the help of
three singles and a throwing error.
The Cranford fourth inning was par-
ticularly interesting. With Robinson
on third and Guiditta on second,
Kanterman punched a two-run single
to center and eventually advanced to
third on a wild pitch. At that time,
Nick Black stepped to the plate and
laid down a perfect suicide squeeze
as Kanterman sped home.

“Nick Black laid down a perfect
suicide squeeze. We practice that. We
know sometimes in a big situation,
we are going to need it, and he comes
through every time for us,” Coach
Wischusen said.
Cranford 213 300 9
SPF Gray 200 000 2

strikes today. They came out there
and threw strikes. They made them
hit ground balls. We were missing a
few key players and they still played
excellent ball. They should be proud
of themselves,” Coach Friedman said.

The Pioneers scored the first run of
the game in the top of the first inning.
Leadoff hitter Matt Marchesano, who
went 2-for-3 with two runs scored,
reached first and on an error. Jimmy
Alagna singled. Both stole a base,
Anthony Iannacone drew a walk then
Matt Bernardo (1-for-2, run scored, 2
RBI) lofted and RBI sacrifice fly to
leftfield.

Charlton drew a leadoff walk in the
Westfield first, stole second and came
around to score on a pair of wild
pitches. Pindilli and Iacoponi, respec-
tively, followed with free passes and
Nicky Murray was hit-by-a-pitch to
load the bases. Levy drew an RBI free
pass and Michael Kane’s looper into
right field that resulted in a force out
at second brought home Iacoponi with
the third run. The Pioneers avoided
further damage when shortstop
Iannacone initiated a second-to-first
double play.

The Pioneers added another double
play in the second. This time,
Iannacone fired to first baseman Matt
Bernardo for the first out then
Bernardo alertly rifled a shot to the
third baseman to nab the runner.

Bernardo led off the fourth with an
infield single, stole second and scored
on Mason Hartweger’s groundout to
short to tighten the score to 3-2. Pio-

neer centerfielder Brian Cavanaugh
made a fine catch in the bottom of the
inning to prevent any Westfield runs,
then in the fifth, Westfield pulled off
a third (Murray)-to-first (Iacoponi)-
to third double play. Iacoponi also
made another fine stretch to get an-
other putout in the inning.

New Providence knotted the score
in the sixth when Marchesano singled
and eventually scored on Bernardo’s
grounder to short. Westfield got
singles from Murray and Kane in the
seventh but failed to score. Pioneer
Cary walked and Marchesano singled
in the eighth, but both failed to score.

In the Westfield eighth, Alex Park
drew a walk then his courtesy runner,
Tanji, advanced to second on a
bungled pickoff attempt and sped to
third on a passed ball. After Nathan
Gotz struck out for the second out,
Charlton slashed the game-winning
single to left.

As with several of the Westfield
teams this season, the Pioneers also
just returned from a marvelous trip to
Cooperstown, N.Y.

“When you live in a barracks with
16 guys total, it tends to get a little
gamey after a while. All week, I
stressed we are going to be clean. As
we checked out, they came in, checked
it out and said it evens smells clean.
The kids had a really good time play-
ing up there, said a smiling Coach
Iannacone.
New Providence 100 101 00 3
Westfield 300 000 01 4

two RBI. Angelina Cacioppo had two
RBI and scored once.

Westfield took a 2-0 lead in the
bottom of the first when Romano
plopped her two-run single over third
base, then in the second extended the
lead to 5-0 on Hyland’s RBI double
to center, Maloney’s RBI groundout
and Parrish’s RBI single to left.

Springfield’s Kristina Boettcher
and Rachel Valle began the third in-
ning with back-to-back walks and
both managed to score. Westfield
answered with a run when Sheil
singled, swiped a pair of bases and
scored on Romano’s RBI single that
dropped between the shortstop and
leftfielder.

In the fourth, Springfield tightened
the score to 6-4 when Elena
Matorazzo singled and scored on
Brandstatter’s triple and Brady fol-

lowed with an RBI groundout. Spring-
field then grabbed an 8-6 lead with
four runs on two hits and three walks
in the fifth.

Borg drew a leadoff walk in the
bottom of the inning, stole second,
sped to third on a wild pitch and
scored on Parrish’s single to left. Af-
ter Patterson walked, Ritter ripped an
RBI single to left. Romano rolled an
RBI groundout to short and Verga
lined an RBI single to center to put
Westfield back on top, 10-8.

Westfield added an insurance run
in the sixth when Borg hopped an
RBI single by third to score Maloney.
Springfield scored its final run in the
seventh when Taylor, who walked,
scored on Cacioppo’s grounder to
second.
Springfield 002 240 1 9
Westfield 231 041 x 11

WF 12Us Sting Somerset Hills
In New Providence League

Westfield 12U baseball ball team
improved its record in the New Provi-
dence Green League to 3-4 with a 14-
2 road win over Somerset Hills behind
starting pitcher Gavin Tanji, who went
three innings, and closer Anthony
Iacoponi who threw the final two.

Westfield grabbed a 2-0 lead in the
second inning. Noah Levy drove in
Nathan Gotz, and Matt Pindilli scored
on Tommy Norris’ RBI single. The
visitors added two more in the third to
make it 4-1. Sandy Miller drilled a
single into center that brought in
Emmitt Smith, and later stole home.
In the bottom of the third, second
baseman Norris executed a defensive
gem, snagging a line drive and flip-
ping to Miller at first to double up the
runner.

In the fourth, Westfield went ahead
9-2. Mike Kane singled in Tanji.

Miller followed with a two-run base
knock to left that scored Kane and
Smith, and later scored on an errant
pickoff throw to third.

The visitors added five insurance
runs in the fifth, to make the final
score 14-2. Michael Charlton
whacked a single to center that scored
Gotz. Levy tagged up and scored on
Norris’s sacrifice fly to right. Tanji
knocked in Pindilli. Kane capped the
rally by smashing a two-RBI double
into the gap in left-center, plating
Charlton and Tanji.

Westfield coaches Mike Colletta,
Evan Friedman and Tom Malley com-
mented, “This was our most com-
plete effort yet. As the score shows,
our pitching was sharp and we hit the
ball well. The defense was superb.
We made no errors and executed two
double plays.”

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS...The Westfield U9 girls beat the Twin County
Fusion, 2-0, in double overtime to win the Summer Sizzle II Soccer Tournament
in Brick on June 30. Pictured are: Katey Peretz, Kelly Sullivan, Ali Verga, Arden
Meyer, Lydia Murray, Dan Severn (Trainer), Zhana Velkov, Meghan O’Connor,
Teagan Kocaj, Isabelle Gauthier, Natalie Manzo and Marlena Bartlett. Not
pictured are Megan Sandstedt and Avery Hoeft.
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Vivian
Cortese-Strano

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. This mint condition 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Colonial
has a gourmet kitchen (2010) with stone countertops, Bertch Cabinets
and plenty of space to entertain. The Living Room has a wood-burning
fireplace and traditional built-ins. This home also has central air,
hardwood floors. With a great location- 3 blocks to train and downtown,
and close to all schools - it is sure to please! Westfield is noted for its
top rated schools and award-winning downtown. $999,000.

Jennifer
Love

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., JULY 21, 1–5PM

SCOTCH PLAINS. Beautifully updated, move in condition, 4 Bedroom,
2.5 Bath Colonial. Gleaming hardwood floors, open and spacious floor plan
great for entertaining. Kitchen has stainless appliances and granite counters,
sunken Family Room with wood burning fireplace, large 18x25 covered deck
overlooks the large park like rear yard. Large Master Suite with Bath and WIC.
Wonderful Berwyck Chase community offers a clubhouse, pool and tennis
courts. Directions: Cooper to Heather to Highlander to Clydesdale. $750,000.

Jennifer
Love

WESTFIELD. Very spacious completely renovated 3 Bedroom, 2.5
Bath Cape Cod with an open floor plan, gourmet kitchen with granite
counters, breakfast bar and SS Appliances. Nice Living Room, Family
Room with Wood Burning Fireplace. 2 generous Bedrooms and a new
bath on the 2nd floor. The basement has a finished media room with
surround sound and a comfortable office space. Professionally landscaped.
Other features include new furnace, HWF and CAC. $515,000.

Associate of the Month

Thomas “Tom”
Quinn

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., JULY 21, 1–5PM

WESTFIELD. In the heart of Westfield center. Upgraded, well maintained
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Colonial. Living Room with fireplace, Dining Room,
HW Floors, Sun Room/Den, Kitchen/Pantry Built-ins, Mud room leading
to outside wrap-around Deck.  Perfect for outdoor entertainment, Finished
Basement, Walk up Attic, Multiple recent upgrades: furnace, 200amp,
driveway with Belgium blocks, close to town pool, Recreation fields, Public
transportation bus and Train. Directions: South Ave to Hort. $470,000.

CAPE COD

Patricia
McKiernan

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., JULY 21, 1–5PM

SCOTCH PLAINS. This 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial has stood
the test of time, built back in 1785 it has gone through numerous updates, Rare
opportunity to own a One-Of-A-Kind Home with wide pumpkin pine floors,
butler’s pantry. 2 Fireplaces, beautiful country setting and many more charming
details. Updates includes Additional Rooms, Newer Roof, 93% Efficient Furnace,
Hardwood Flooring, Performed energy efficiency test 2011, Hardi-plank Siding
and many more. Directions: Terrill to Cushing (corner of Leland). $539,000.

COLONIAL TUDOR

CRANFORD. Spectacular custom built 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath
Tudor style home. One of the Marquee residences of Cranford.
Warm, inviting, luxurious home with private grounds including 2 car
attached garage, spacious deck, and gazebo for entertaining. This
home includes country kitchen opening into Family Room with wood
burning fireplace. Master Bedroom suite on first floor can easily
accommodate a Mother/Daughter option. $649,000.

Peter
Lisciotto

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RACE TO FIRST...Westfield second baseman Ally Borg covers first to get the
throw before Springfield’s Emma Taylor can reach first in the first inning

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BACK IN TIME...Raider Matt DeGado dives back to first in the third inning
before Cranford first basman Evan Kanterman gets the throw from the pitcher.


