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Where Did the Westfield Farmers’
Market Go? - It’s Still There

www.westfieldareachamber.com

Buono Unveils Economic Plan to
Strengthen Working, Middle Class

So, there you are — at that lot
across from Flair Cleaners looking
for the Farmers’ Market. You are
scratching your head. Where in the
world is it?

I am so glad you asked. It is still
setting up in the Westfield Train
Station’s South Avenue Lot 3. But, it
has shifted down to the other end of
that lot.

The Westfield Farmers’ Market is
an opportunity to buy local, and eat
well, enjoying all that NJ summer’s
bounty has to offer. So, please don’t
miss the opportunity to come peruse
the fresh offerings, and rub elbows
with your neighbors.

You can find the Westfield Farm-
ers’ Market at the intersection of South
Avenue, and Summit Avenue. We
open for business on Saturdays from
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Our three “regu-
lar” farms, which have been with us
for years, have returned: Peaceful
Valley; Skeba; and Donaldson’s. The
corn and tomatoes are about to peak,
and the assortment of other produce
is mind-boggling.

Some new vendors are participat-

ing this year, to broaden the offerings
our customers can enjoy. Shonna’s
Sweet Bites is a booth with an assort-
ment of homemade cookies. Deli-
cious! And, JD Gourmet has some
oils and vinegars that complement
the farm fresh products just perfectly!
Sutton Family Farms is a dairy farmer
who has graced us with their pres-
ence this year, offering farm fresh
eggs, yogurts, and cheeses. And, if
you want a bite of something while
you are shopping, put in your order
with Taqueria Authentica. Their
“fresh Mex” goodies are a treat!

So, please don’t give up looking.
Make the Westfield Farmers’ Market
the place that you start your weekly
grocery shopping! It’s a great way to
spend a Saturday morning. We’re here
until the end of October, as always,
hoping to serve up freshness, com-
munity and pride.

For more information, call (908)
233-3021 or email
hrobinson@westfieldareachamber.com.

Heather Robinson
Executive Director, GWACC

We Need to Get Government Out Of
Way And Allow America to Flourish

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: Democratic guber-
natorial candidate and state Senator
Barbara Buono has released her plan
to revitalize New Jersey’s economy.

*****
My plan was developed with the

understanding that a strong economy
begins with a strong middle class. In
order to have sustainable, long-term
growth we must invest in our
workforce, schools, small businesses
and infrastructure. As Governor, I
will marshal New Jersey’s resources
to create jobs and make our state
competitive in the global economy.

The five-part plan calls for making
strategic investments in New Jersey
workers, ensuring working families
can make ends meet and creating
partnerships between institutions of
higher learning and businesses in
emerging industries so that New Jer-
sey is at the forefront of the global
economy. New Jersey was once one
of America’s leaders in developing
complex technologies and lifesaving
medicines. This history can be the
foundation for the next generation of
businesses that will move the Garden
State forward. To make sure that New
Jersey’s workers have the necessary
skills, my economic plan will:

Restore New Jersey as a leader in
research and innovation by empha-
sizing science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics (STEM) cur-
riculum in our schools and providing
higher education with the resources
to expand this workforce and create
affordable options in our community
colleges and vocational schools to
train and retrain our workforce with
the skills needed for developing in-
dustries.

The second part of my economic
plan will help working families that
have been hurting under Governor
Christie earn a living wage. This in-
cludes:

Restoring the Earned Income Tax
Credit to 25 percent and marketing it
to all eligible families; increasing New
Jersey’s minimum wage and tying it
to cost of living increases; expanding

tax relief for child care expenses that
cost the average New Jersey family 9
percent of its monthly income; giv-
ing parents the tools to save for their
children’s higher education through
the NJ BEST program.

As Governor, I will commit to fos-
tering cooperative partnerships be-
tween emerging markets and institu-
tions of higher learning, which will
define New Jersey as a leader in inno-
vation and help attract high quality
businesses. To do this, I will:

Connect start-up and emerging
market businesses with institutions
of higher learning and increase in-
vestments in research and develop-
ment to attract new businesses to
New Jersey.

Tax credits and incentives work
best when targeted at the communi-
ties and businesses that need it most.
Approximately 95 percent of all New
Jersey companies are small busi-
nesses. To help grow this sector of the
economy, my economic plan will:

Target assistance to small busi-
nesses, many of which are women-
and minority-owned; start a Commu-
nity Solutions program to help small
businesses open and grow; target tax
credits for small businesses in bio-
technology, life sciences, and other
advanced fields; restore and
strengthen oversight of the Urban
Enterprise Zone program.

Finally, many people in New Jer-
sey are facing obstacles that can only
be removed by the government ac-
tion. To promote growth, my eco-
nomic plan will:

Tackle the foreclosure crisis and
keep families in their homes; fix crum-
bling infrastructure by leveraging
private capital and federal funds to
pay for new projects and renew our
commitment to a clean energy
economy by investing in renewable
energy sources and promoting en-
ergy efficiency.

Barbara Buono
Democratic Candidate for Governor

Editor’s Note: Republican U.S.
Senate candidate Steve Lonegan held
a press conference last week in front
of Camden City Hall, opposing Cory
Booker’s welfare plan. The following
are some of his comments from the
event.

*****
The expansion of the government

welfare system has destroyed great
cities like Camden. Now, Cory
Booker is proposing more of the same
failed policies that will only increase
our national deficit and make low-
income Americans further dependent
on the federal government.

Whether it is universal preschool
or mortgage bailouts, Booker’s big-
government policies are unfair to the
taxpayers that are forced to foot the
bill and unfair to the Americans who
seek to live a life independent of
government handouts.

Instead of shackling Americans to
the federal government, we want to
encourage individuals to be self-reli-
ant. If we open up our school system
to competition and school vouchers,
more low-income children could get
a quality education. Cory Booker had
a chance to institute school vouchers
in Newark, and he never did. If the
EPA stopped killing jobs with its
deluge of costly regulations, more
hardworking Americans could pro-
vide for themselves and their fami-
lies. And if we trusted American citi-
zens with the liberty our founding
fathers fought and died for, their en-
trepreneurial spirit could thrive.

Cory Booker believes we need
government to tie Americans down. I
believe we need to get government
out of the way and allow the Ameri-
can people to flourish.

Steve Lonegan (R)
Candidate for U.S. Senate

How is 
The Mattress Factory 

helping rebuild 
NJ this summer?

By providing 
Made in NJ 

mattresses to 
our communities.

So stop by the 
store and see what 

Nirvana is all about.

Get some Zzzz’s
MattressFactoryBeds.com

35 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ  908-322-4178
Mon-Fri 10-6, Thurs 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5

If your business was 
damaged by Superstorm 

Sandy, we can help.

If you are a small business that was impacted by Superstorm Sandy or you 
want to expand into a Sandy-impacted area, the New Jersey Economic Development  

Authority (NJEDA) can help. Stronger NJ Business Grants and Loans are now 
available for small businesses. For more information on Stronger NJ Business 

Grants and Loans, please visit NJEDA.com or call 1-855-SANDY-BZ.

Para español marque 1-855-SANDY-BZ

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Health Insur. Tax Undermines Fed’s
Quest for ‘Affordable’ Healthcare

Insurance plans won’t go on sale in
the new insurance exchanges estab-
lished by the federal healthcare re-
form law for several more months.
But some major health insurers are
already forecasting substantially
higher premiums.

Some individuals could see their
premiums more than double, accord-
ing to a private briefing conducted
earlier this year by one of the nation’s
largest insurers. Small businesses
could face increases of 25 to 50 per-
cent.

One big reason for the premium
hikes is a new tax on health insurers
that takes effect next year. If the fed-
eral health reform law is to live up to
its official name – the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act – the
health insurance tax will have to go.

Starting next year, health insurers
must pay $8 billion in “fees.” Their
annual tax bill rises to $11.3 billion in
2015 and 2016, to $13.9 billion in
2017, and then to $14.3 billion in
2018. Thereafter, it tracks the growth
of premiums. Over the course of a
decade, the tax take will total about
$100 billion, according to the Joint
Committee on Taxation.

Federal officials plan to use that
revenue to expand access to and sub-
sidize coverage. But the tax won’t
improve the functionality of the in-
surance marketplace – or discourage
costly, unhealthy behavior like smok-
ing.

Rather, the tax will simply exacer-
bate the upward swing of premiums
that has been going on for years.

Over the last five years, plan prices
have risen between 7 and 8 percent
annually. Between 2002 and 2012,

the average cost of a family plan rose
from about $9,200 to about $20,000.

The new health insurance tax – all
by itself – will increase premiums an
additional 1.9 to 2.3 percent next
year, according to a recent study from
Oliver Wyman, a consultancy. By
2023, the tax will have increased
premiums by 2.8 to 3.7 percent.

That translates to thousands of dol-
lars’ worth of premium hikes.

In the individual market, premi-
ums for individual coverage are pro-
jected to rise by $2,150, on average.
Family policies in this market will
rise by more than $5,000.

Small businesses will have it even
worse. Over a 10-year period, the tax
will raise the cost of insuring an indi-
vidual in the small group market by
$2,800. The additional cost to insure
a family will be about $6,800.

Those tax-fueled premium hikes
may force some small businesses to
quit offering health insurance to their
employees – simply because they
can’t afford it.

The health insurance tax will even
affect seniors. Medicare Advantage
premiums are set to go up by $20 next
year – and by $32 to $42 a month in
2023.

These premium hikes shouldn’t be
surprising. The Congressional Bud-
get Office predicted back in 2009
that the cost of the health insurance
tax “would be largely passed through
to consumers in the form of higher
premiums for private coverage.”

Some states will bear the burden of
the tax more than others. New York’s
individual market will be hit hardest.
Oliver Wyman estimates the 10-year
impact per family in the Empire State
at $9,942.

Small employers in West Virginia
will see hikes bigger than their peers
elsewhere – more than $9,200 through
2023.

Seniors covered by Medicare Ad-
vantage in New Jersey will face the
steepest cost increases – $4,182 over
the decade. Florida’s Medicare Ad-
vantage population is right behind,
with a 10-year cost impact that’s just
one dollar less.

And by making insurance more
expensive, the tax actually increases
the cost of health reform to the fed-
eral government. After all, the feds
will subsidize the purchase of insur-
ance by anyone who makes less than
four times the federal poverty level –
up to $94,200 for a family of four.
The higher the cost of coverage, the
more the government will have to
spend on subsidies.

The health insurance tax under-
mines the federal government’s quest
to make health care more affordable.
If lawmakers hope to achieve their
goal of 14 million newly covered
individuals in 2014, they must make
bring the cost of coverage down.
Repealing the health insurance tax
would represent a good start.

Janet Trautwein, CEO
National Association of Health

Underwriters
Washington, D.C.

Garwood Cooling
Centers Set

Excessive heat is expected to con-
tinue through the end of the week
reaching into the triple digits. I have
instructed that “The People’s House,”
the council chamber at Borough Hall,
remain open for residents as a cool-
ing center for as long as necessary for
any residents in need of a place to
cool off.

Areas of several Union County
municipalities were without power
yesterday (Monday) and today, to
include a few streets in the borough
for about a half hour this afternoon.
Residents are asked to check on eld-
erly and inform neighbors periodi-
cally over the course of the heat wave
as there may be periodic outages.

Pat Quattrocchi
Garwood Mayor

Summer Science
Cranford resident Ryan Stull, a

physics/computer science major at
Saint Joseph’s University, will work
for 11 weeks with Piotr Habdas, Ph.D.
on their topic, “Fluid dynamics of
colloidal suspensions.”

Students produce a description of
their research that will be published
by the university. They receive a sti-
pend and on-campus housing.


