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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Board Commended for
Rejecting Building
 In Mountainside

I would like to commend the
Mountainside Planning Board on
their recent decision to reject an ap-
plication for a relatively ambitious
commercial development at the cor-
ner of New Providence Road and
Mountain Avenue.

The board spent months reviewing
plans, making suggestions for im-
provements, reviewing revised plans,
and listening to the voices of con-
cerned citizens who feared increased
congestion at the extremely busy in-
tersection. In the end, the board de-
cided that despite the prospect of a
modern, attractive building, which
would provide welcome tax dollars
to the borough, the lack of sufficient
space in the cramped parking area for
large delivery vehicles and the dicey
flow of traffic into the parking lot and
onto New Providence Road presented
safety concerns too large to ignore.

In this day and age it is easy to
become cynical about governmental
processes and motivations, but it is
reassuring to note that in this case the
public good prevailed.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Hearing Malala Yousafzai Speak
At United Nations Was Incredible

The Bewildered, Confused And Dictatorial
Leadership In The White House

My Uncle, Like Capt. Tostevin,
Was Declared MIA in 1945

This past Friday, July 12, I had the
opportunity to listen to Malala
Yousafzai speak at the United Na-
tions in New York City, her first pub-
lic appearance since she was attacked
on October 9, 2012. Malala is a Paki-
stani teen who advocates for girls’
rights, and on that day, the Taliban
boarded her school bus planning to
murder her and silence her efforts.

Malala was shot, along with two of
her other friends, but due to care and
several surgeries she received from
doctors in Pakistan and the United
Kingdom, Malala survived. She is
now back in school, and continues to
advocate for human rights. July 12
also happens to be her 16th birthday.

I was fortunate to be able to attend
this event through Girls Learn Inter-
national (GLI), an organization that
works to give girls an education in
countries where they are typically
denied a right to be educated. There
are GLI chapters at Edison Interme-
diate School, Roosevelt Intermediate
School, and Westfield High School
(WHS), where I attend school.
Throughout the year, we raise aware-
ness and money, which we send to
our partner school, the Abdullah bin
Omar School in Afghanistan.

There are many chapters through-
out the United States and partner
schools throughout the world, and
GLI actually began here in Westfield
in 2003. This day at the UN, called
Malala Day, was attended by youth
advocates from around the world.
Before she spoke, we listened to
speeches from Gordon Brown (UN
Special Envoy for Global Education),
Vuk Jeremi (President of the UN
General Assembly), and Ban Ki-
moon (UN Secretary-General).
Malala took the stage to a huge stand-
ing ovation.

As soon as she began to speak, we
knew there was something incredible
about that moment. Here stands a
girl, who, just about nine months
ago, was shot in the left side of her
forehead by the Taliban, but is here,
fully recovered. Here stands a girl
who is turning 16 today, giving a
speech in a language that is not native
to her, in the United Nations, of all
places. That in itself is just absolutely
amazing.

At one point in her speech, Malala
said, “So here I stand, one girl among
many. I speak not for myself, but for

those whose voices cannot be heard.”
When she said this, everything that
we work for at GLI had so much
more meaning. Today, there are 57
million children (mostly girls) out of
school, and like Malala said, she is
here to speak and advocate and make
sure that all of these children have
access to education. Her speech put
so much more meaning to everything
we do, and it was so inspiring to listen
to her beautiful and eloquent speech.

At one point in the session, the
entire room sang “Happy Birthday”
to Malala. Singing to her felt so
fitting...yes it was her 16th birthday
so yes we should sing to her, but it
was more than that. It was the idea
that just a short time ago, she was
almost murdered, but she lived and
now is here in behalf of so many other
children.

As Chernor Bah, a member of the
Youth Advocacy Group, said, “[The
Taliban] did not know they were
awakening a sleeping giant.” They
most certainly have. In a town like
Westfield where we take quality edu-
cation for granted (we often even
complain about school), we don’t
realize how lucky we are. Through-
out the world, many children, mostly
girls, have no way of receiving an
education, for various reasons such
as not having the ability to pay for it,
not being allowed to attend school
due to family or societal beliefs, hav-
ing other obligations at home, or not
having the means to travel safely to
and from school. Because of this,
these girls are trapped in a cycle of
poverty, forced labor, and child mar-
riage.

Living in Westfield, we are ex-
posed to none of this directly but
have the opportunity to help put girls
in school. While not everyone can go
to the UN and deliver speeches the
way Malala did, there are still ways to
help. There is a petition going to the
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
that can be signed to show that every-
one stands to help children receive an
education. Please take a few minutes
to sign this petition using the link
www.aworldatschool.org/malaladay
to show your support for this cause.
Thanks.

Melanie Nettler
Westfield

WHS Class of 2015

I read with great interest and ap-
preciation the several letters and the
copy of the piece from the July 4
Westfield Leader about (June 1946)
Capt. Franklin Tostevin’s remains
having been found in
Germany...because...My uncle, 1st Lt.
Paul Wesley Drew, World War II Army
Air Corps pilot, and a resident of
Westfield in the ’30s and ’40s, was,
like Capt. Tostevin, declared MIA.
He and his crew members were on a
mission 110 miles south of Los
Negros in the Admiralty Islands when
their plane crashed into the Pacific.
Their remains were never found. They
went missing June 21, 1945 and were
officially declared dead on Decem-
ber 15, 1945. Paul’s name is on the
World War II memorial monument in
Westfield.

Because I saw the article about
Capt. Tostevin in your paper, I was
wondering, on the outside, outside
chance, if there might have been any
coverage about my Uncle Paul in the
Leader in 1945 or 1946. It would
mean so much to me and his sons
(one of whom was born within days
of his being MIA – Paul’s wife was in
the hospital just having given birth
when she received the bad news...so
sad, so sad) if you could provide us
with any media articles you might
have. We’d so much appreciate it.

The Drew family lived at 771 Bou-
levard.

I live in Scotch Plains. We’ve been
subscribers to the Leader-Times as
long as I can remember! Thank you

very much.
Judy Wussler
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: A search of The
Westfield Leader online at
www.goleader.com found:

March 8, 1945: Lt. and Mrs. Paul
Drew and their small son, who have
been visiting Lt. Drew's parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Don J. C. Drew of the Bou-
levard, left Saturday for their home in
Sacramento...

March 29, 1945: 1st Lt. Paul W.
Drew, 771 Boulevard, has been as-
signed to duty at the Air Transport
Command’s Fairfield-Suisum, Cal.,
Army Air Base.

July 5, 1945: Airmen Missing In
Pacific, Lt. Paul W. Drew, Corp. R. B.
Williams, Unreported

1st Lt.. Paul W. Drew, son of Mr.
and Mrs. D. J. C. Drew of 771 Boule-
vard, has been reported missing ac-
cording to word received Sunday by
his wife, the former Louise Smalley of
Lynn, Mass., who is now living in
Sacramento, Cal.

No details were received, but it is
known that Lt. Drew had been first
pilot of an air sea rescue plane based
in the Admiralty Islands.

He entered service in 1941 and
was originally with the Air Transport
Command and made several flights
abroad. He was then assigned to the
Air Sea Rescue work, later trans-
ferred to flying a cargo plane and
then back to rescue flying. He has
been overseas about five months. He
is a graduate of Westfield High School.

The entire history of the United
States of America has been filled
with many challenges, which our
system and constitutional government
has dealt with successfully. The cre-
ativeness and energies of our popula-
tion sparked by the incentives pro-
vided by the rewards of the free en-
terprise system had made us the envy
and the leaders of the world.

In one presidential term and sadly
a second in process, the bewildered,
confused, and dictatorial leadership
in the White House is eroding with
ever-increasing degradation. Our per-
sonal liberties and freedom are in-
centives to excel and the financial
well-being for generations to come is
destroyed.

For the youth, the impossible task
of marketing their skills and their
education; for the middle-aged
homeowners, business people, and
professionals, it becomes an ever
more impossible task of acquiring
sufficient wealth to pay for the failed
projects, leadership, and programs
being ground out by an unbalanced
Senate and President.

The large body of retirees is first
starting to realize that their retire-
ment that was based on sound dollars
that had some value and the stability
of prices for everyday living that will
not meet their needs now or in the
future. They are being guided into a
new plantation, making them depen-
dant upon more handouts for even a
minimum definition of a lifestyle.

Supposedly, highly educated poli-
ticians continue to ignore the reality
of financial repercussions and make
decisions based on the selfish goal of
getting re-elected. Their ethics are
largely for sale and the leadership of
a president at the top is nowhere to be
found, and the Obamanization of
government policy leads the way to
ever-increasing dysfunction of gov-
ernment.

We were given a very special set of
documents, the Constitution and the
Bill of Rights, and the brilliance of
the early leaders of our country. Un-
less we can make our President, our
Attorney General, and his band of
lackies understand that the bill for
their ignorance, selfishness, and mis-

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hoast – To cough
2. Powter – A comon domestic pigeon,

with an inflated breast
3. Holour – A fornicator or

whoremonger
4. Prandial – Belonging to a meal,

especially dinner

ISOCHROOUS
1. Repetitious
2. Being of equal color throughout
3. In accord; agreement
4. Interlaced or linked

TRANSCOLATE
1. To stack or mound
2. To convert or change the character
3. To strain or filter
4. To overturn or transpose

THAUMATURGE
1. A magician
2. A busybody
3. A fight or contest for mastery
4. Range of vision or sight

SCINTILLANT
1. Gritty; sandy
2. A hissing or whistling sound
3. Sparkling; glittering
4. Pertaining to twilight; glimmering

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

guided leadership will weigh heavily
during the decomposition of the coun-
try that many of us love, have fought
for in many wars, and admire as the
ethical solution for a true Republic.

The question is now: what will
each of you do within your own sphere
of influence to your family, your
friends, and whoever values your
opinion in returning to the simple
truths of how government must work
for America so that we can produce
quality government that adds to our
image, to our reputation, to our
wealth, and world leadership.

Warren Victor
Westfield

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

See more letters on page 5

COAH Is In Chaos; Westfield,
Cranford, All Towns Suffer

In the midst of a Gubernatorial Election year,
municipalities statewide need direction from the
Governor and the Legislature as to how to proceed
with meeting low- to moderate-income housing regu-
lations following last week’s New Jersey Supreme
Court’s decision overruling Governor Chris Christie’s
attempt to abolish the state’s Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) and transferring its powers to the
Department of Community Affairs (DCA).

COAH has been in limbo for the past two years
while the case was before the courts. The Governor
had transferred COAH’s authority to the DCA
through an administrative order in 2011.

The New Jersey League of Municipalities said in
a letter dated July 3, prior to the court ruling, that
towns remained “at risk of being penalized for
failing to comply with regulations that were never
adopted” by COAH.

“Additionally, with COAH’s ‘3rd round’ regula-
tions invalidated by the courts in a separate action
and that appeal pending before the State Supreme
Court, municipalities were also without a viable
plan in place detailing what obligations the state
would impose,” the League stated.

As part of the court’s Mount Laurel decision, all
municipalities in the state have to provide fair hous-
ing plans for those with low to moderate incomes.
Towns that have not had their plans approved by
COAH in the past have exposed themselves to builder
remedy lawsuits. Both Westfield and Cranford have
faced thousands of dollars in legal fees and were
forced to approve developments they did not want in
their communities after builders filed builder rem-
edy lawsuits. Only a portion of these developments
will actually be dedicated to persons with low-to-
moderate incomes. In our opinion, developers have
used the Mount Laurel decision to get higher density
housing approved at the peril of local residents who
face increased traffic, a shortage of classrooms, not
to mention a drain on emergency services such as
EMS, fire and police.

Westfield was sued in January 2009 by Sunnyside
Senior Housing of Westfield, which was seeking to
build 60 housing units on Springfield Avenue, after
Sunnyside alleged that it had been “rebuffed” by
Westfield in its efforts to get the project approved.
The town recently settled the lawsuit for 24 hous-
ing units.

Meanwhile, Cranford has been the subject of
builder remedy lawsuits filed by builders for plans to
build developments on Birchwood Avenue and South
Avenue. The township settled with the previous
developer for a five-acre property at 555 South
Avenue, where 163 rental units are to be built, and is

still fighting plans by another builder for 360 units
on Birchwood.

In our opinion, the only ones who are winning in
these lawsuits are the developers and the lawyers.
The courts are maintaining the chaos.

Despite the Supreme Court’s ruling, COAH’s
future remains in limbo, as both Governor Christie
and the Legislature want to eliminate the agency;
they just disagree on how this should be accom-
plished. The Governor wanted to accomplish this
feat administratively, while Democratic lawmak-
ers, who hold the majority in the Assembly and
Senate, want to do this through legislation to be
signed by the Governor.

According to published reports, $140 million re-
mains in a trust fund for affordable housing after the
Christie administration’s effort to transfer funds to
the state budget was halted by an Appellate Court
ruling in May. The League of Municipalities filed
litigation a year ago in an effort to prevent Governor
Christie from taking the trust fund money.

Now it is time for the Governor and lawmakers to
put politics aside and create a housing policy in this
state that clearly follows the letter of the law on low
to moderate housing requirements and who will
administer this policy and what their authority will
be.

Very little good has come from this program.

Will N.J. Finally Get A Real
Senator Representing N.J.?
It has been a long time since New Jersey had a real

United States Senator. Next month, four Democrats
will battle in their party’s Primary while two Repub-
licans will do the same, all hoping to replace the late
Senator Frank Lautenberg on Capitol Hill.

It appears that among Democrats, Newark Mayor
Cory Booker has already been anointed over his
opponents, Congressmen Rush Holt and Frank
Pallone and Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver. The
winner is expected to face ex-Bogota Mayor Steve
Lonegan in October, who should not have any prob-
lem defeating Alieta Eck, a physician.

Hopefully, this election will produce a Senator
focused on New Jersey and not a Washington, D.C.
agenda and someone who stays out of trouble, whether
it be a criminal investigation or ethical lapse.

The good thing about this special election, in our
opinion, is that if New Jerseyans do not like the new
Senator’s job performance, we’re not stuck for six
years. We can replace him/her in November 2014.

FOR EVERY NEW
LAW, FIRST

REMOVE ONE LAW
AND ONE

POLITICIAN.


