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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie Continues to Hold
Big Lead Over Buono

New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie has a two-to-one lead over
State Senator Barbara Buono (D-18,
Metuchen), his Democratic chal-
lenger, but his coattails seem to have
very little impact on voters, accord-
ing to a new Quinnipiac University
poll. The Governor Christie tops Sen.
Buono 61 - 29 percent in the poll.

The survey, taken July 10, has the
Governor leading 59 to 30 percent
among women, 64 to 28 percent
among men, 93 to 2 percent among
Republicans and 67 to 24 percent
among Independent voters. Sen.
Buono leads among Democrats, 55
to 35 percent.

The poll found, however, that if
Gov. Christie wins, New Jersey vot-
ers say, by a 51 - 36 percent margin,
that they would like the Democrats
rather than Republicans to control
the State Legislature. Democrats have
had control for the past decade.

Burlington Freeholders Vote to
Cut Open Space Tax by 62 Percent

In a 3-2 party-line vote, the
Burlington County Board of Free-
holders has voted to cut the voter-
approved open space tax by 2.5 cents,
or 62 percent for 2013,
phillyblurbs.com reported.

The three Republicans on the board,
which have the majority, said the
reduction was done to offset a county
tax levy increase to support the gen-
eral operating budget. The plan,
though, met opposition from some
30 speakers, including farmers, envi-
ronmentalists and other concerned
residents.

The dedicated tax that supports
open space, park development, his-
toric and farmland preservation.

The open space tax will be cut
from $20 million annually to about
$6.7 million, according to the report.

State Privatizes Marketing,
Sales Portion of Lottery

State Treasurer Andrew Sidamon-
Eristoff announced last month that
the state has signed a 15-year con-
tract with Northstar New Jersey Lot-
tery Group (Northstar NJ) to priva-
tize some of the Lottery’s services.

The state has received a $120 mil-
lion accelerated guarantee payment
from Northstar NJ under the terms of
the contract.

According to a Treasury Depart-
ment press release, the company will
provide marketing and sales support
services to the New Jersey Lottery.
Northstar NJ has committed to gen-
erating at least $1.42 billion of total
additional net income for the state
from Lottery operations over the life
of the contract with a potential actual
increase in net income of $6.88 bil-
lion.

Northstar NJ is a joint venture con-
sisting of GTECH Corporation of
Providence, R.I., Scientific Games
International of Alpharetta, Ga., and
OSI LTT NJ Holdings, a unit of the
Ontario Municipal Employees Re-
tirement System (OMERS).

Unions have opposed the deal say-
ing it would result in employee lay-
offs, according to an Associated Press
report. The state expects about 60 of
the 129 lottery jobs to be eliminated
under the contract, though Northstar
has said it plans to interview them for
jobs at the company, the AP reported.

‘Public Interest’ Group
Rips Christie Veto of Bill

In reaction to Governor Chris
Christie’s recent veto of A-998, a bill
that Washington, D.C.-based In The
Public Interest (ITPI) said would have
protected taxpayers by requiring that
public contracts result in a savings
without reduction in quality of ser-
vice or lowered workforce standards,
ITPI Executive Director Donald
Cohen released the following state-
ment:

“The question here was simple: do
New Jerseyans deserve an assurance
that their tax dollars will be spent
wisely before their services are
outsourced to for-profit companies.
Governor Christie chose to stand
against New Jersey taxpayers and
basic common sense by vetoing this
bill. It would behoove legislators in
New Jersey to override the Governor’s
veto at the earliest opportunity be-
fore control of the state’s public ser-
vices is turned over to Wall Street
bankers and corporate ceos…”

ITPI describes itself as a “compre-
hensive resource center on
privatization and responsible con-
tracting.”
Civil Service Group Rips Cuomo
On Consolidating Psych Centers

The Civil Service Employees As-
sociation (CSEA) has criticized New
York Governor Andrew Cuomo’s pro-
posal to consolidate state psychiatric
centers as vague, irresponsible and
likely to cost local taxpayers.

“There is nothing of excellence in
Governor Cuomo’s proposal to close
psychiatric centers, leave seriously
ill people without the help they need
and dump more unfunded mandates
on local taxpayers,” CSEA President
Danny Donohue said. Gov. Cuomo’s
proposal renames remaining state
psychiatric facilities as Centers of
Excellence.

“Once again, the Cuomo adminis-
tration is purposely misleading the
public about the impact of his poli-
cies by packaging his proposal with a
nice sounding name without provid-
ing any real detail about how services
will be provided or supported,” Mr.
Donohue said.

Raia Re-Elected Chairman
Of State GOP Committee

TRENTON — The New Jersey
Republican State Committee last
week unanimously re-elected
Saddle River Mayor Samuel Raia
to a second full term as chair-
man.

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick ((R-21, Westfield) cheered
the unanimous re-election of Mayor
Raia, saying, “Sam is the man for this
job. He’s a good family man, a suc-
cessful businessman, a benefactor
who has a lot to offer our state and our
party. Sam solves problems and gets
things done. His deeds speak for
themselves.”

“We need more people in politics
like Sam,” said long time business
associate Donald Dinello of Termi-
nal Construction. “He’s there for
people, and he’s a man of his word.”

Mayor Raia has over 30 years of
business experience beginning in
the construction materials business
and evolving into the real estate
development and management busi-
ness. He graduated Seton Hall Uni-
versity with an accounting degree
and later earned an MBA in Man-
agement from Fairleigh Dickinson
University.

A community leader and business
advocate, Mayor Raia volunteers his
time to numerous organizations, in-
cluding serving on the board of both
Hackensack University Medical Cen-
ter and the New Jersey Commerce
and Industry Association and served
on Governor Chris Christie’s trans-
portation transition team. He and his
wife, Tina Mary, have four children
and 11 grandchildren.

“I’m honored by the renewed op-

portunity to serve our state, and pro-
mote good government,” Mayor Raia
said. “As Republicans, we know that
good government begins at home,
and works its way up from there. We
know that ‘all politics is local,’ and
this keeps me grounded in Saddle
River, where I am honored to serve as
mayor.”

MEET THE CANDIDATE...Westfield residents Judy Augustino and Alan Gelfand
hosted a meet and greet for Democratic mayoral candidate Dave Haas at their
home this past week.  “My top priorities will be to hire more fire fighters, step up
our environmental programs, engage in long range fiscal planning, and actively
involve more residents, regardless of political affiliation,” Mr. Haas said.  Pic-
tured, from left to right, are: Alan Gelfand, Mr. Haas and Ms. Augustino.

Daniel Hall Graduates
From Combat Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Army Re-
serve Specialist Daniel R. Hall
has graduated from basic combat
training at Fort Jackson, Colum-
bia, S.C.

During the nine weeks of train-
ing, the soldier studied the Army
mission, history, tradition and core
values, physical fitness, and re-
ceived instruction and practice in
basic combat skills, military weap-
ons, chemical warfare and bayonet
training, drill and ceremony, march-
ing, rifle marksmanship, armed and
unarmed combat, map reading, field
tactics, military courtesy, military
justice system, basic first aid, foot
marches, and field training exer-
cises.

Daniel is the son of Helene Hall of
Scotch Plains and is a 1996 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. He earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in 2001 from Rowan University
in Glassboro.

Woman Who Ran Home
Aid Bus. Charged With Fraud

CRANFORD – A woman who ran
a Cranford-based home health aid
agency was charged last week by the
state Attorney General’s office seven
counts of second-degree health care
claims fraud and one count of third-
degree Medicaid fraud.

Laurie Provost, 53, of Sea Girt, is
the owner/operator of Home Care
Solutions, located on Commerce
Drive in Cranford. Home Care Solu-
tions (HCS) sends home health aides
to the homes of Medicaid beneficia-
ries to provide them with appropriate
care. The agency also contracts with
skilled medical professionals to pro-
vide specialized services to patients
who require care.

“Defrauding the Medicaid program
is a very serious crime that puts an
unfair burden on honest taxpayers
and takes money out of a system
meant to help those who are most
vulnerable,” Acting Attorney Gen-
eral John J. Hoffman said. “The Of-
fice of the Insurance Fraud Prosecu-
tor will continue to be vigilant in
prosecuting these high priority cases.”

The charges focus on alleged
fraudulent billings by HCS from 2011
to the present. Provost, through HCS,

allegedly submitted numerous
fraudulent claims to Medicaid and/or
one of the managed care organiza-
tions that provide services to Medic-
aid beneficiaries and processes pro-
vider claims and payments on behalf
of the Medicaid program. It is al-
leged that Provost knowingly sub-
mitted requests for payment for ser-
vices that were not provided, includ-
ing billing for services purportedly
provided to Medicaid beneficiaries
by home health care aides while the
beneficiaries were hospitalized or on
vacation, according to an Attorney
General press release.

Detectives with the Office of the
Insurance Fraud Prosecutor executed
a search warrants at HCS as well as
Provost’s residence in Sea Girt and
her 2009 Porsche Cayenne.

According to the press release, sec-
ond-degree crimes carry a maximum
sentence of 10 years in state prison
and a criminal fine of up to $150,000,
while third-degree crimes carry a
maximum sentence of five years in
state prison and fine of up to $15,000.
The charges will be presented to a
state grand jury for potential indict-
ment.

STAYING FIT...Republican Union County Freeholder candidate Ira Geiger
poses with Sharon Sutera of Sharon Fit Belly Dance & Group Fitness Studio
along with her students and Kenilworth Resident Diana Ramirez at the Cranford
Car Show on July 11.

Christie Rips COAH Ruling
While Dems Praise It

TRENTON  — The New Jersey
Supreme Court last week ruled, in a
5-2 decision, that Governor Chris
Christie did not have the authority to
abolish the Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH).

The council is responsible for es-
tablishing and enforcing rules about
how much housing each town must
provide for low- and moderate-in-
come residents. As part of his reorga-
nization plan, Governor Christie has
tried to abolish COAH and transfer
its powers to the Department of Com-
munity Affairs whose commissioner
is a member of his cabinet.

Writing for the majority, Chief Jus-
tice Stuart Rabner said, “This case is
about whether a chief executive has
the authority to abolish independent
agencies that were created by legisla-
tive action.”

“To abolish or change the structure
of independent agencies, both the
legislative and executive branches
must enact new laws that are passed
by the Senate and Assembly and
signed by the governor,” Justice
Rabner wrote.

Justice Anne Patterson, Gov.
Christie’s only appointee to the court,
dissented and was joined by Justice
Helen Hoens.

In her dissent opinion, Justice
Patterson said, “In my view, the reor-
ganization plan struck down today
expressed the coordinate branches’
shared intent. It was the latest in a
four-decade series of initiatives to
restructure government, many affect-
ing ‘in but not of’ agencies such as
COAH, efficiently achieved pursu-
ant to the reorganization act. For the
reasons stated above, I do not share
the majority’s conclusion that the
Legislature intended to exclude ‘in
but not of’ agencies from the reorga-
nization act.”

Governor Chris Christie released
the following statement following the
ruling:

“Both elected branches of govern-
ment approved the plan to eliminate
COAH. Not surprisingly, this liberal
Supreme Court once again ignores
that and continues to blindly perpetu-
ate its failed social experiment in
housing,” the Governor said. “The
Chief Justice’s activist opinion arro-
gantly bolsters another of the failures
he and his colleagues have foisted on
New Jersey taxpayers. This only steels
my determination to continue to fight
to bring common sense back to New
Jersey’s judiciary.”

Assemblyman Scott Rumana (R-
40, Wayne) responded that, “The
current system under which COAH
operates has always been a detriment
to municipalities since it was estab-
lished. Today’s decision is deeply
disappointing and delays the neces-
sary reorganization needed to address
the Supreme Court’s affordable hous-
ing mandate. My position remains
unchanged that COAH needs to be
abolished. It is an outdated and ter-
rible public policy that has adversely

impacted property taxpayers and
towns.

“Governor Christie was on the right
path to correct a flawed program that
began with the original Mt. Laurel
decision. We are a state that contends
with high property taxes, tremendous
traffic congestion and dwindling open
space. However, through a series of
court decisions supporting unwork-
able COAH mandates, each of these
areas have been negatively
impacted…I look forward to work-
ing with [legislators] towards a re-
sponsible resolution to this issue.
COAH has far out-lived its useful-
ness and needs to be overhauled and
replaced.”

Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver
(D-34, East Orange) said that the
decision “reinforces the axiom that it
is far more fruitful to work together
than to pick a fight.”

“We presented Gov. Christie with a
responsible bill more than two years
ago that recognized the inefficacies
of COAH and created a reasonable
blue print to ensure that affordable
housing remained a priority for strug-
gling, aspiring homeowners in New
Jersey. Instead, the Governor vetoed
it, choosing to waste two years and
countless dollars fighting the matter
in court. While today’s ruling repre-
sents a long-term win for struggling
low- and middle income residents,
it’s unfortunate that it had to come
with this price tag. Now it’s clear that
we need to work together to resolve
this issue once and for all in a manner
that benefits all of the constituents
we were elected to serve,” Asw. Oliver
said.

Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield), who chairs the Assembly
Housing and Local Government
Committee, released the following
statement on the Supreme Court rul-
ing.

“Today’s court ruling is one more
example of the Governor’s failure to
lead on important issues such as af-
fordable housing. Everyone agrees
the Council on Affordable Housing
has been an ineffective agency that
has failed to accomplish its goal.
That’s why the Legislature voted in
January 2011 to abolish COAH, only
to have Gov. Christie inexplicably
veto it.

“Our bill was backed by a broad
range of businesses, housing advo-
cates, legal experts and local officials
who understood it was the best way
to provide housing for working-class
residents, create jobs and spark the
economy. The governor, sadly,
wanted a court fight. That accom-
plished nothing. If Gov. Christie is
truly interested in affordable housing
reform, he should take another look
at the Democratic bill to abolish
COAH and truly work to find a com-
promise that will benefit everyone,”
Asm. Green said.
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Westfield Pediatric 
Dental Group

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Julie Jong, D.M.D. 
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

John Chang, D.D.S.

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.

adolescents & special needs

General Anesthesia services 
by Board Certified Pediatric 
Anesthesiologists in the dental 

New Jersey Family’s Favorite Kids’ Docs™, 2009–2013

Named 2009–2012 Top Dentist by NJ Monthly Magazine
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