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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of Michael Hedegus
BZZZZZ…Michael Hedegus, aka “Mickey the Beekeeper,” discovers a colony of
bees at the peak of a Shadowlawn Drive residence in Westfield. He estimates that
between 50,000 and 60,000 bees are in the colony, which is at least two to three
years old.

Registration Now Open for
‘Shoot for a Cure’ Fundraiser

SCOTCH PLAINS – “Shoot for a
Cure,” a four on four basketball tour-
nament organized by college stu-
dents Rory Szeto of Fanwood and
Ezra Klemow of Scotch Plains in
order to raise money to fund ALS
research, will be held Sunday, Au-
gust 4, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Jewish Community Center (JCC) on
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The general public is invited to par-
ticipate. The registration fee is $10
per person. The deadline to register
is Saturday, July 27.

All proceeds will be donated to
the Angel Fund (theangelfund.org).

Ezra and Rory raised more than
$3,500 last year when they launched
“Shoot for a Cure.”

“After seeing how supportive the
community was last year, we’re ex-
cited to build on our success and

hopefully raise even more money
this year to fight ALS,” said Ezra.

Rory’s grandfather died of amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis, or Lou
Gehrig’s disease, nine years ago.
“‘Shoot for a Cure’ is a fun way to
make a difference,” said Rory.

The friends have been busy solic-
iting sponsorship, recruiting teams,
organizing the details and enlisting
support from their friends, families
and neighbors.

Male and female players, high-
school age and older, are encour-
aged to participate. Individuals in-
terested in playing can inquire about
finding others to make a team.

For more information about spon-
soring the event, registering for the
tournament or making a donation, e-
mail shootforacure12@gmail.com
or find Shoot for a Cure on Facebook.

SHOOT FOR A CURE...College students Ezra Klemow of Scotch Plains, left, and
Rory Szeto of Fanwood will once again host “Shoot for a Cure,” a four on four
basketball tournament, in order to raise money to fund ALS research. The event
will be held Sunday, August 4, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Jewish Community Center
of Central New Jersey on Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

DOWN AND DIRTY...Westfield residents Sean Waller, left,  Andrew Becker and
Lisa Jordy enjoy The Westfield Leader before getting down and dirty at a Rugged
Maniac race in Englishtown.
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Mountainside Planning Board
and plants, and 26 parking spaces in the
parking lot. Also to be included was the
installation of a new natural stone col-
ored fence adjacent to the Drew family
property line.

Mr. Gallarando said plans called for
two driveways to and from the parking
lot on New Providence Road. The one
closer to the building would not allow
the driver to make a left-hand turn
because at that point it was too close to
the intersection. The driver would be
permitted to make a left-hand turn to
join traffic going toward the intersec-
tion. He also said there would be no
commercial storage in or out of the
building, and trash containers could be
rolled out and that lights were to be
placed 10 feet from the property line
and mounted on the building.

Mr. Gallarando said he did not know
where the entrances to the building
would be because they do not have a
tenant. He said the parking lot was to be
250 square feet and contain 26.9-foot
by 18-foot parking spaces.

Mr. Meese challenged the placement
of the loading area, saying if a truck
would be in the driveway when a car
attempted to pull into the lot from New
Providence Road it could cause an
accident on New Providence Road.

He also questioned how deliveries
would be made to the building, the
hours of operation and the manner of
deliveries and by what size truck. Addi-
tionally, he asked about the size of the
delivery trucks, and placement of the
HVAC unit and refrigeration unit. Mr.
Falcone said those units were to be
placed on the roof.

Mr. Meese asked about the size of a
parapet and if it would hide the units.
He questioned if a large delivery truck
would have to park on the street, thereby
causing a dangerous situation. He also
asked what would be in the basement

of the building. There were few an-
swers to the questions because the de-
veloper did not yet have tenants. Mr.
Meese further questioned the size of
the loading zone and trash pad. He
wanted to know what kind of establish-
ment would occupy the space, along
with how many employees and hours
of operation.

Mr. Falcone displayed a rendering of
the brick and stucco building with a
wooden sign over the front door which
faces the intersection at a catty-cor-
nered angle providing better driver vis-
ibility. At the corner, a triangle was
proposed which would have a low
monument marking where the Levi
Cory house stood.

Mr. Wolfson said that the rear doors
might have been changed due to the
needs of the tenants. In response to that
question Mr. Loughlin said, “This board
can’t approve a final site plan subject to
changes by the tenant.”

In summation, Mr. Meese said,
“There is no benefit to this site plan.
The only one who benefits is the devel-
oper.”

Mr. Loughlin suggested the appli-
cation be bifurcated, or separated into
a preliminary and final site plan, which
the board agreed to do. The board
voted to deny the preliminary site-
plan approval, thus eliminating the
final site-plan vote. Only two mem-
bers voted for approval. The members
said safety concerns played a role in
the denial.

In other business, at the start of the
meeting, the Caiola Family Trust, 19
Glen Road/Route 22, was granted ap-
proval for the placement of two aw-
nings on the front of the commercial
building.

All other applicants were asked to
return on Thursday, August 8, at 7:30
p.m. at the municipal building.

Gasiorowski responded.
Mr. Gasiorowski also sought answers

to questions regarding the height and
length of the retaining and sound walls,
but it was deemed that those questions
were more geared toward Stop & Shop’s
sound expert, who testified before Mr.
Gasiorowski was the attorney repre-
senting Mr. Hughes.

“I don’t think it’s fair to the planner,
I don’t think it’s fair to the board,” Mr.
Wilt said of his questioning.

When it came to Stop & Shop’s plan
to eliminate one of the existing drive-
ways, instead allowing for two drive-
ways which would both allow ingress
and egress from the parking lot, Mr.
Gasiorowski said the plan was return-
ing to the design that existed in the
store’s 1983 application to the plan-
ning board.

“You’re testifying as if you’re a traf-
fic engineer,” Mr. Wilt said.

Mr. McSweeney said the current plan,
“is significantly different from both the
1983 and the 1999 plan.”

Engineer Charles Rush testified on
behalf of the objector. Offered into
exhibit was a rendering of a 20-foot
retaining wall with a six-foot-tall per-
son standing next to it. A retaining wall
already exists along the Stop & Shop
property line where it backs to the
Chelmsford Condominiums on Pros-
pect Street; a new retaining wall is

being proposed for construction along
the existing wall and the applicant is
seeking a variance for less than the
required 10-foot setback from the
property line.

Another drawing was offered by
Mr. Rush, which showed an alternate
plan for parking with the retaining
wall at the required 10-foot setback,
no expansion of the store, and a 20-
foot-high sound barrier along the
southern side of the property on Elm

that he and his family have been a
wonderful addition to our commu-
nity.”

According to the mayor, Mr. Flow-
ers has served as the chairperson to
the planning board for more than a
dozen years, runs Scotchwood Flo-
rist with his wife, Lori, which has
been a Fanwood staple for over 40
years, and added all the “beautiful
flower pots in our downtown area.”

She also stated that this past Me-
morial Day, Mr. Flowers was the an-
nouncer for the borough’s Memorial
Day Parade.

Councilman Anthony Parenti
added, “We did not have an announcer
for our Memorial Day Parade this
year, and when we asked Dale if he
would do it, he said ‘yes’ with a
smile. He is always very helpful. I am
proud to know he is part of our town
and proud to call him a friend.”

Accompanied by his wife and his
daughter, Julia, Mr. Flowers was
awarded a framed depiction of the
Fanwood Train Station.

Mr. Flowers concluded the presen-
tation by saying, “I want to thank the
mayor and council for your kind
words and your leadership. I also
certainly want to thank my family.
I’d be remiss not to mention the em-
ployees of the borough like the De-
partment of Public Works (DPW),
the police department and all the other
professionals who make our events
and meetings happen. To all the other
people who volunteer in Fanwood, I
accept this honor and thank you.”

In other business, the council mem-
bers unanimously passed upon sec-
ond reading an ordinance to reduce
the speed limit on Terrill Road on the
Fanwood side by five miles per hour.
The speed limit will be reduced from
40 to 35 mph. It additionally was
noted that on the Scotch Plains side
the speed limit also has been reduced
from 45 to 40 mph.

Members of the council took a
moment to remember the work of
John Oatis, a borough firefighter who
recently passed away. Mr. Oatis was
a firefighter in the borough for over
35 years and had responded to 2,100
calls over the course of his career.
The council extended its sympathies
to Mr. Oatis’ family and friends.

Mayor Mahr extended a thank you
to all borough police, fire and rescue
squad members who responded to
the accident that happened last Fri-
day morning in Fanwood on Pater-
son Road. The mayor stated that a
speeding car had been airborne for
100 feet and crashed into a home
that, at the time, was unoccupied.
She said the homeowners have since
returned from their vacation and are
not able to live in their house at the
moment. She also stated that no one
was seriously hurt and that “the in-
vestigation is ongoing.”

The next Fanwood Council meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, August
6, at 7:30 p.m. in the borough’s coun-
cil chambers. Members of the coun-
cil reminded residents that The
Chelsea at Fanwood, located at 295
South Avenue, was the official cool-
ing station for Fanwood and urged
residents to go there if they needed a
reprieve from the heat.
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Fanwood Council

of the township bill list – questioned
why $1,038 was being paid to Mayor
Glover and his wife, the mayor ex-
plained that late last year, he had used
personal funds to purchase the license
for the radio station, saying it was the
last license available in the area. “I was
hoping you were going to thank me
and my family,” the mayor told Mr.
Vastine, who instead criticized the
mayor for having “unilaterally spent”
funds prior to the council voting to
create the radio station.

Councilman Marcus said that while
he appreciated what the mayor did,
“I’m not sure that was the way to do it.”
After further discussion, it was agreed
to reimburse the mayor and then bill
Fanwood for half of the $1,038 cost of
the license.

During the conference meeting, Mrs.
Gialanella said the council should use
a portion of the funds available to the
township from the Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club development for a matching
funds program to hire a grant writer for
the Scotch Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC), the overseer of downtown
business development. She said Greener
By Design, a New Brunswick-based
group, would make a presentation to
the SPMC board of directors this week
and urged the council to back the firm’s
hiring. Councilman Vastine agreed,

saying the SPMC needs “fresh per-
spective from the outside.”

Mrs. Gialanella asked her colleagues
if there was a consensus but Mayor
Glover said he did not know enough
about Greener By Design or its propos-
als yet to make any decisions. When the
deputy mayor again spoke in favor of
the firm, the mayor asked her why she
was so strongly in favor of its hiring and
whether she “had a personal reason or
you know somebody” at the company.
The deputy mayor, who was elected
last year on the Democratic ticket
headed by the mayor, then said the
mayor was baselessly accusing her of
unethical conduct and said her sole
motivation was a desire to improve the
downtown business district.

At the end of the meeting, the
council unanimously approved the
employment contract of newly-hired
township manager Jerry Giaimis. He
will be available tonight, July 18, at
6:30 p.m. to meet and speak with
township residents in Room 202 of
the municipal building, located at
430 Park Avenue.
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Scotch Plains Council

Street. When asked by board mem-
ber Robert Newell how, in that draw-
ing, delivery trucks or tractor trailers
would access the loading docks, there
was nothing depicted and Mr. Rush
said, “I apologize, this is wrong.” He
revealed, “I didn’t draw it; I oversaw
it.”

Mr. Gasiorowski is expected to pro-
vide a sound expert at the next special
meeting on Thursday, August 8, at
7:30 p.m.
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Stop & Shop Expansion

Courtesy of Sarah Tremallo, Evergreen Partners, Inc.

BEFORE

AFTER

Restoration Committee, Inc.’s applica-
tion for the Preserve Union County
Grant for the purpose of relocation of
the Levi Cory House. The Levi Cory
House, built circa 1818, was the origi-
nal home of Children’s Specialized
Hospital.

Mayor Mirabelli informed the pub-
lic of multiple fundraisers relating to
the relocation. “The Levi Cory House
has their fund-raising events; I believe
the next one they have is a golf outing
at Echo Lake Golf Club [July 29,
2013]…they also have an outing at the
Raritan Yacht Club [August 15, 2013].”

The house will be relocated on Sat-
urday, August 24, across Route 22 to its
new location next to the Hetfield House
on Constitution Plaza. The public is
welcome to attend. For more informa-
tion about the Levi Cory House and the
fund-raising efforts to relocate it, con-
tact borough hall or visit
mountainsidehistory.org.

In other business, Ron Romak, di-
rector of public works for the borough,
provided a brief update on the forth-
coming improvements to be made to
the Mountainside Public Library.
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Mountainside Council
As discussed in a council meeting in

January, the library is in need of a new
HVAC (heating, ventilation and air
conditioning) unit. The existing unit in
use is original to the building, which
was built during the late 1960s.

The borough employed Strunk-
Albert Engineering, which recom-
mended a complete overhaul of the
entire system. Until resources are allo-
cated and a company is identified for
replacement of the unit, the borough
has been conducting repairs piecemeal.

“The repair company installed a new
compressor in the old system to get it
back up and running while we’re wait-
ing to go out and bid, which will most
likely be next month,” stated Mr.
Romak. “So the library does have air
conditioning once again. It was com-
pleted late last week. It’s been up and
running since that time...the new sys-
tem, again, we anticipate the engineer
recommending going out to bid at the
work session next month.”

The next borough council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, August 6, at 8 p.m. at the
Mountainside Borough Hall.


