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GUN CONTROL...Pictured from left, Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
Union County Freeholder Chairwoman Linda Carter, Union County Acting
Prosecutor Grace H. Park and Union County Public Safety Director Andrew
Moran listen as Union County Police Captain Martin Mogensen speaks about one
of the nearly 1,600 guns collected during a two-day, state-sponsored gun buyback
program in Union and Hudson Counties. More than 1,000 of the guns were
turned in at three churches in Union County. The weapons were on display at a
joint press conference on July 16 in Jersey City.

Photo courtesy of Patty Buckridee
CRASH LANDING...Fanwood Police Officer Tony Espinosa keeps onlookers away from a crash at a home on Paterson
Road near Russell Road Friday morning. The speeding vehicle became airborne before crashing into the home.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...Fanwood Volunteer of the Month, Dale
Flowers, with his daughter, Julia, and wife, Lori, receives his rendering of the
Fanwood train station during Tuesday night’s council meeting.

Paul Lachenauer  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOVIE NIGHT...Families enjoy movie night in LaGrande Park in Fanwood
Tuesday night during the free Summer Movie Series. The series will continue
Tuesday nights through August 13.

MS Bd. Turns Down Building
At Mountain and New Prov.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Don Don
Realty, the developer of the corner
property occupied by the Levi Cory
historic house at the intersection of
Mountain Avenue and New Provi-
dence Road, was denied prelimi-
nary and final site-plan approval
from the borough planning board
last Thursday.

The Levi Cory house is scheduled
to be moved on Saturday, August 24,
across Route 22 to Constitution
Plaza, and put next to the borough’s
firehouse and the historic Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House.

The developer wished to erect a
6,000-square-foot commercial
building on the corner of a busy
intersection at Mountain Avenue
and New Providence Road. Both
are county roads and are conduits
to and from Route 22. The devel-
oper was hoping to attract either a
retail tenant(s) for a food store, a
bank or a small restaurant.

Greg Meese, an attorney repre-
senting Tim and Diane Drew, who
live next door to the property at 427
New Providence Road, challenged
the validity of the site-plan applica-
tion, calling it a violation of the
borough’s own statutes, citing that
there is a 21-day notice require-
ment for applications to the board.

Peter Wolfson, the developer’s
attorney, argued that it was a con-
tinuation of a previous hearing, with
a revised plan, and thus does not
require a 21-day notice.

Mr. Meese responded, “Any
member of the public should have

access to the plans in the borough’s
planning office.” He said he did not
get the plan until June 28. Board
Attorney Vincent Loughlin said,
“On occasion, the 21-day rule
changes informally to a 10-day
rule.” Mr. Meese then said, “It’s not
up to the board to decide to rewrite
the municipal code.”

Mr. Loughlin cautioned Mr.
Wolfson that if he chose to pro-
ceed he would be doing so at his
own peril. Mr. Wolfson chose to
proceed, citing changes made to
the site plan to address concerns
stated at a previous hearing. He
sought new variances for a new
retaining wall of over eight feet,
insufficient parking space size and
the lack of a trash/refuse station,
lack of loading spaces and insuffi-
cient visibility/sight triangle at the
corner intersection.

Mr. Wolfson, with the help of
planner Anthony Gallarando and
Daniel Falcone, project architect,
detailed the improvements made to
the site plan, such as eliminating a
drive-through lane, sidewalk pav-
ers along both streets, and improved
driver’s sight line by reconfiguring
the building so the façade door is
set back from the intersection, thus
allowing a driver to see the traffic
better. Also included was to be the
establishment of a no-turn-on-red
sign before the intersection for cars
coming down Mountain Avenue
from Route 22; the inclusion of an
extra handicapped space in the park-
ing lot; enhancement of the topog-
raphy on property borders with trees
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Attorneys Spar Over Stop & Shop
Expansion Plan in Westfield

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Cross-examination
of Stop & Shop’s professional planner
continued and the objectors put on
their first witness at Tuesday night’s
Westfield Planning Board meeting re-
garding Stop & Shop’s application for
expansion of its Elm Street location.

The company plans to demolish
two office buildings at 203 and 195
Elm Street to enlarge the parking area
and increase the store’s square foot-
age from 35,426 square feet to 53,555
square feet.

Attorney Howard Geneslaw of the
Gibbons firm in Newark is represent-
ing Stop & Shop, while Ronald

Gasiorowski of Gasiorowski and
Holobinko in Red Bank is representing
objector James Hughes of Massachu-
setts Street.

Cross-examination of Daniel
McSweeney was conducted by Mr.
Gasiorowski for over two hours, which
at times became contentious and re-
petitive.

At issue were Mr. Gasiorowski’s
questions regarding the percentage of
the increase in the store’s square foot-
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Rene Dierkes Sworn In;
Levi Cory House Discussed

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular public meeting Tuesday night,
the Mountainside Borough Council
officially welcomed new council mem-
ber Rene Dierkes. Mr. Dierkes replaced
Jeffrey Wass, who resigned last month.

Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli
proffered the oath for Councilman
Dierkes, who was accompanied by his
wife, Wei Dierkes. At its conclusion,
Mayor Mirabelli stated, “I want to
welcome Rene. I know he’s going to do
a fantastic job.”

The council subsequently passed
several resolutions at the meeting,
among them one that authorized a
shared-services agreement with the
County of Union regarding the Com-
munity Development Block Grant
(CDBG). The CDBG is a federal pro-
gram conducted through the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-

opment that provides grants for pro-
grams such as a senior citizen transport
program and a senior citizen handy-
man program, which subsidizes simple
repairs to senior citizens’ residences.

The council next passed a resolution
awarding a contract for snow and ice
removal in the borough to Robert La
Ferrara Construction, based out of
Flanders. The contract will expire in
2016.

The borough also awarded a con-
tract to the Rogers Group, LLC, for
consulting services relating to assisting
the Mountainside Police Department
in securing accreditation through the
New Jersey State Association of Chiefs
of Police (NJSACOP). The accredita-
tion will reduce the costs of insurance
premiums for the police department,
saving the borough capital.

The next resolution passed by the
council authorized the Mountainside

age. Mr. McSweeney testified that due
to the elimination of the square footage
of the two office buildings being torn
down, the 18,000-square-foot increase
of the grocery store represents a “net
loss of building square footage on the
2.8-acre site.”

Board Chairman Vince Wilt said,
“He didn’t answer it the way you wanted
him to…he did answer it.”

“He answered it evasively,” Mr.

FW Honors Dale Flowers;
Reduces Speed On Terrill

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Members of the
Fanwood Council congratulated bor-
ough resident Dale Flowers for his
years of volunteer service at the open-
ing of Fanwood’s monthly council
meeting held Tuesday evening. Ac-
cording to Mayor Colleen Mahr, the
award is given on a monthly basis to

acknowledge residents for outstand-
ing dedication and service to the com-
munity.

“We don’t ever want to take for
granted the help that residents like
Dale bring to us,” the mayor stated.
“We want to take a moment to thank
Dale for being such an active mem-
ber of our community and recognize

Public Invited to Meet
New SP Mgr. Tonight
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch

Plains Township officials are inviting
the public to a “meet and greet” for
new township manager Jerry Giaimis.

The “Meet the Manager” coffee
will be held today, Thursday, July
18, in conference room 202 at the
municipal building at 6:30 p.m.

Council OK’s Smoking Ban Amidst
Disputes Over Radio Station

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Amidst a
meeting dominated by disputes over
the location of the joint emergency
radio station and reimbursements for
the purchase of that station’s license,
as well as a verbal tussle between
Mayor Kevin Glover and Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella, the town-
ship council on Tuesday approved an
ordinance banning smoking at mu-
nicipal parks and ballfields.

The 5-0 vote came after some dis-
cussion about the level of fines that
would be meted out to violators of
the ban, which exempts the Scotch
Hills Country Club and also creates a
yet-to-be designated area for smok-

ers outside the municipal building.
As it currently stands, fines of up to
$1,000 could be handed down by the
municipal judge, but Councilman
Michael Marcus noted that other
towns with similar smoking bans in-
clude fines in the $25 to $100 range.
Donna Drummond, a representative
from Tobacco-Free for New Jersey,
an anti-smoking group, told the coun-
cil that ordinances banning smoking
on public property rarely result in
fines. Instead, she said, these types of
laws are “meant to be self-enforc-
ing,” similar to so-called “pooper-
scooper” laws for pet owners.

The council agreed to amend the
ordinance next month to clearly set
out potential fines and to also include

the Scotch Plains Public Library prop-
erty among the properties where
smoking would be prohibited.

In other business at its business
meeting, the council put off formal
acceptance of the annual township
audit until next month so that repre-
sentatives from Suplee Clooney, the
firm that served as township auditor
through 2012 and prepared this year’s
audit, can appear before the govern-
ing body to answer some questions
about the report.

Earlier, at a conference meeting,
several council members disagreed
with plans to place the joint Scotch
Plains-Fanwood emergency radio sta-
tion at the Fanwood Rescue Squad
building on Forest Road. Council-
man William Vastine said he felt it
would be better to house the station –
which is being created to provide
information to residents during emer-
gencies such as power outages and
severe weather – at the Scotch Plains
Police Department rather than in Fan-
wood. He noted that any merger of
the two towns’ police departments
would likely result in the joint head-
quarters being in Scotch Plains and
added that the municipal building
also has emergency generators for
use during a power failure.

Deputy Mayor Gialanella also op-
posed the Forest Road location, not-
ing its proximity to children’s play-
grounds at the park. She also criti-
cized Mayor Glover for what she said
was a lack of communication with
council members about the proposed
placement of the station.

In a related matter, when Council-
man Vastine – during consideration


