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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of Michael Hedegus
BZZZZZ…Michael Hedegus, aka “Mickey the Beekeeper,” discovers a colony of
bees at the peak of a Shadowlawn Drive residence in Westfield. He estimates that
between 50,000 and 60,000 bees are in the colony, which is at least two to three
years old.

DOWN AND DIRTY...Westfield residents Sean Waller, left,  Andrew Becker and
Lisa Jordy enjoy The Westfield Leader before getting down and dirty at a Rugged
Maniac race in Englishtown.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
PBA NIGHT...A gathering was held recently at the Westfield residence of
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield)) to honor the Westfield PBA.
Pictured, left to right, are: Senator Tom Kean Jr. (R-21, Westfield), Asm.
Bramnick, Westfield PBA President Frank Moya and Frank Isoldi.

lidity of the site-plan application,
calling it a violation of the borough’s
own statutes, citing that there is a 21-
day notice requirement for applica-
tions to the board.

Peter Wolfson, the developer’s at-
torney, argued that it was a continua-
tion of a previous hearing, with a
revised plan, and thus does not re-
quire a 21-day notice.

Mr. Meese responded, “Any mem-
ber of the public should have access
to the plans in the borough’s plan-
ning office.” He said he did not get
the plan until June 28. Board Attor-
ney Vincent Loughlin said, “On oc-
casion, the 21-day rule changes in-
formally to a 10-day rule.” Mr. Meese
then said, “It’s not up to the board to
decide to rewrite the municipal code.”

Mr. Loughlin cautioned Mr.
Wolfson that if he chose to proceed
he would be doing so at his own peril.
Mr. Wolfson chose to proceed, citing
changes made to the site plan to ad-
dress concerns stated at a previous
hearing. He sought new variances for
a new retaining wall of over eight
feet, insufficient parking space size
and the lack of a trash/refuse station,
lack of loading spaces and insuffi-
cient visibility/sight triangle at the
corner intersection.

Mr. Wolfson, with the help of plan-
ner Anthony Gallarando and Daniel
Falcone, project architect, detailed
the improvements made to the site
plan, such as eliminating a drive-
through lane, sidewalk pavers along
both streets, and improved driver’s
sight line by reconfiguring the build-
ing so the façade door is set back
from the intersection, thus allowing a
driver to see the traffic better. Also
included was to be the establishment
of a no-turn-on-red sign before the
intersection for cars coming down
Mountain Avenue from Route 22; the
inclusion of an extra handicapped
space in the parking lot; enhance-
ment of the topography on property
borders with trees and plants, and 26
parking spaces in the parking lot.
Also to be included was the installa-
tion of a new natural stone colored
fence adjacent to the Drew family
property line.

Mr. Gallarando said plans called
for two driveways to and from the
parking lot on New Providence Road.
The one closer to the building would
not allow the driver to make a left-
hand turn because at that point it was
too close to the intersection. The
driver would be permitted to make a
left-hand turn to join traffic going
toward the intersection. He also said
there would be no commercial stor-
age in or out of the building, and
trash containers could be rolled out
and that lights were to be placed 10
feet from the property line and
mounted on the building.

Mr. Gallarando said he did not
know where the entrances to the
building would be because they do
not have a tenant. He said the park-
ing lot was to be 250 square feet
and contain 26.9-foot by 18-foot
parking spaces.

Mr. Meese challenged the place-
ment of the loading area, saying if
a truck would be in the driveway
when a car attempted to pull into
the lot from New Providence Road
it could cause an accident on New
Providence Road.

He also questioned how deliver-
ies would be made to the building,
the hours of operation and the man-
ner of deliveries and by what size
truck. Additionally, he asked about
the size of the delivery trucks, and
placement of the HVAC unit and
refrigeration unit. Mr. Falcone said
those units were to be placed on the
roof.

Mr. Meese asked about the size
of a parapet and if it would hide the
units. He questioned if a large de-
livery truck would have to park on
the street, thereby causing a dan-
gerous situation. He also asked what
would be in the basement of the
building. There were few answers
to the questions because the devel-
oper did not yet have tenants. Mr.
Meese further questioned the size
of the loading zone and trash pad.
He wanted to know what kind of
establishment would occupy the
space, along with how many em-
ployees and hours of operation.

Mr. Falcone displayed a render-
ing of the brick and stucco building
with a wooden sign over the front
door which faces the intersection at
a catty-cornered angle providing
better driver visibility. At the cor-
ner, a triangle was proposed which
would have a low monument mark-
ing where the Levi Cory house
stood.

Mr. Wolfson said that the rear
doors might have been changed due
to the needs of the tenants. In re-
sponse to that question Mr. Loughlin
said, “This board can’t approve a
final site plan subject to changes by
the tenant.”

In summation, Mr. Meese said,
“There is no benefit to this site
plan. The only one who benefits is
the developer.”

Mr. Loughlin suggested the ap-
plication be bifurcated, or separated
into a preliminary and final site
plan, which the board agreed to do.
The board voted to deny the pre-
liminary site-plan approval, thus
eliminating the final site-plan vote.
Only two members voted for ap-
proval. The members said safety
concerns played a role in the denial.

In other business, at the start of the
meeting, the Caiola Family Trust,
19 Glen Road/Route 22, was granted
approval for the placement of two
awnings on the front of the commer-
cial building.

All other applicants were asked
to return on Thursday, August 8, at
7:30 p.m. at the municipal build-
ing.
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Mountainside Planning Board

and a 20-foot-high sound barrier
along the southern side of the prop-
erty on Elm Street. When asked by
board member Robert Newell how,
in that drawing, delivery trucks or
tractor trailers would access the
loading docks, there was nothing
depicted and Mr. Rush said, “I
apologize, this is wrong.” He re-
vealed, “I didn’t draw it; I oversaw
it.”

Mr. Gasiorowski is expected to
provide a sound expert at the next
special meeting on Thursday, Au-
gust 8, at 7:30 p.m.
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Stop & Shop

lic of multiple fundraisers relating to
the relocation. “The Levi Cory House
has their fund-raising events; I believe
the next one they have is a golf outing
at Echo Lake Golf Club [July 29,
2013]…they also have an outing at the
Raritan Yacht Club [August 15, 2013].”

The house will be relocated on Sat-
urday, August 24, across Route 22 to its
new location next to the Hetfield House
on Constitution Plaza. The public is
welcome to attend. For more informa-
tion about the Levi Cory House and the
fund-raising efforts to relocate it, con-
tact borough hall or visit
mountainsidehistory.org.

In other business, Ron Romak, di-
rector of public works for the borough,
provided a brief update on the forth-
coming improvements to be made to
the Mountainside Public Library.

As discussed in a council meeting in
January, the library is in need of a new
HVAC (heating, ventilation and air
conditioning) unit. The existing unit in
use is original to the building, which
was built during the late 1960s.

The borough employed Strunk-
Albert Engineering, which recom-
mended a complete overhaul of the
entire system. Until resources are allo-
cated and a company is identified for
replacement of the unit, the borough
has been conducting repairs piecemeal.

“The repair company installed a new
compressor in the old system to get it
back up and running while we’re wait-
ing to go out and bid, which will most
likely be next month,” stated Mr.
Romak. “So the library does have air
conditioning once again. It was com-
pleted late last week. It’s been up and
running since that time...the new sys-
tem, again, we anticipate the engineer
recommending going out to bid at the
work session next month.”

The next borough council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, August 6, at 8 p.m. at the
Mountainside Borough Hall.
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MS Council

cil that ordinances banning smoking
on public property rarely result in
fines. Instead, she said, these types of
laws are “meant to be self-enforc-
ing,” similar to so-called “pooper-
scooper” laws for pet owners.

The council agreed to amend the
ordinance next month to clearly set
out potential fines and to also in-
clude the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary property among the proper-
ties where smoking would be pro-
hibited.

In other business at its business
meeting, the council put off formal
acceptance of the annual township
audit until next month so that repre-
sentatives from Suplee Clooney, the
firm that served as township auditor
through 2012 and prepared this year’s
audit, can appear before the govern-
ing body to answer some questions
about the report.

Earlier, at a conference meeting,
several council members disagreed
with plans to place the joint Scotch
Plains-Fanwood emergency radio
station at the Fanwood Rescue Squad
building on Forest Road. Council-
man William Vastine said he felt it
would be better to house the station
– which is being created to provide
information to residents during
emergencies such as power outages
and severe weather – at the Scotch
Plains Police Department rather than
in Fanwood. He noted that any
merger of the two towns’ police de-
partments would likely result in the
joint headquarters being in Scotch
Plains and added that the municipal
building also has emergency gen-
erators for use during a power fail-
ure.

Deputy Mayor Gialanella also
opposed the Forest Road location,
noting its proximity to children’s
playgrounds at the park. She also
criticized Mayor Glover for what
she said was a lack of communica-
tion with council members about
the proposed placement of the sta-
tion.

In a related matter, when Council-
man Vastine – during consideration
of the township bill list – questioned
why $1,038 was being paid to Mayor
Glover and his wife, the mayor ex-
plained that late last year, he had
used personal funds to purchase the
license for the radio station, saying it
was the last license available in the
area. “I was hoping you were going
to thank me and my family,” the
mayor told Mr. Vastine, who instead
criticized the mayor for having “uni-
laterally spent” funds prior to the
council voting to create the radio
station.

After further discussion, it was
agreed to reimburse the mayor and
then bill Fanwood for half of the
$1,038 cost of the license.

During the conference meeting,
Mrs. Gialanella said the council
should use a portion of the funds
available to the township from the
Shackamaxon Country Club devel-
opment for a matching funds pro-
gram to hire a grant writer for the
Scotch Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC), the overseer of downtown
business development. She said
Greener By Design, a New
Brunswick-based group, would make
a presentation to the SPMC board of
directors this week and urged the
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Scotch Plains Council
council to back the firm’s hiring.
Councilman Vastine agreed, saying
the SPMC needs “fresh perspective
from the outside.”

Mrs. Gialanella asked her col-
leagues if there was a consensus but
Mayor Glover said he did not know
enough about Greener By Design or
its proposals yet to make any deci-
sions. When the deputy mayor again
spoke in favor of the firm, the mayor
asked her why she was so strongly in
favor of its hiring and whether she
“had a personal reason or you know
somebody” at the company. The
deputy mayor, who was elected last
year on the Democratic ticket headed
by the mayor, then said the mayor
was baselessly accusing her of un-
ethical conduct and said her sole
motivation was a desire to improve
the downtown business district.

At the end of the meeting, the coun-
cil unanimously approved the em-
ployment contract of newly-hired
township manager Jerry Giaimis. He
will be available tonight, July 18, at
6:30 p.m. to meet and speak with
township residents in Room 202 of
the municipal building, located at
430 Park Avenue.
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Cranford Council
different concern.

Mr. Salway noted that one can vol-
unteer to be mayor for a year while
maintaining one’s primary job. How-
ever, if a new form of government
allowed for a mayor to remain in office
for four years, Mr. Salway worried that
many worthy candidates for mayor
would not run because it would be too
difficult to devote one’s time and en-
ergy to two major positions over a four-
year period. Further, according to Mr.
Salway, having a mayor in office for
that long would stifle growth, change
and direction.

In their comments, many of the
residents spoke of their satisfaction
with the current township commit-
tee, citing its efficiency and successes,
and specifically noted the benefits of
newly added administrator Joseph
Hartnett.

This provided rationale for residents
who wished to maintain the current
system of government.

“I’m going to express the opinion
of the typical resident who, like all of
those people here, are interested in
good management and good govern-
ment,” said Frank Krause of Pittsfield
Street. “In essence, I think you’re
all doing very well, and we would
like you to continue with the same
format.”

However, after the public hear-
ing closed, in expressing her sup-
port for the study, Commissioner
Lisa Adubato said, “I just want to
hear if there is a better way and I
can’t for the life of me understand
why that is so repugnant to some
people.”

Ms. Adubato then refuted a
resident’s comment that implied the
commission would cost $100,000,
saying she would be surprised if it
were more than $10,000 in cost.

“I believe that our current form
of government costs us. It leads to
an inefficient spending of money,”
Ms. Adubato said. “I think what-
ever [the commission] costs will be
money well spent. It will not be
anywhere near the cost of what we
lose in our current government.”

While Ms. Adubato said the ro-
bust debate in Tuesday’s meeting is
evidence for why the issue needs to
be put on the ballot, Commissioner
Kevin Campbell also tallied resi-
dents’ e-mails and in-person mes-
sages to determine that only 50 to
60 people are invested in the issue,
which he said is too small a number
in a town of 20,000 to legitimize the
claim that there is public demand
for the study.

Mr. Campbell said he was not in
support of the commission because
it did not have community support.

“This is about Cranford’s iden-
tity,” Mr. Campbell said. “What

makes Cranford special is our
tightknit community. Our township
committee is one of the reasons we
have that.”

Commissioner Andis Kalnins said,
“I don’t think the township commit-
tee forms the towns. It’s the schools,
the people, the community organi-
zations. And we just help facilitate
that.”

In his support of the public voting
to decide whether to form the com-
mission, Mr. Kalnins said he be-
lieves Cranford’s government can
be more efficient, which could be
attained by more consistency and
continuity.

He added that one cannot know if
there is community support without
a vote and that there is a general lack
of knowledge about the form of gov-
ernment, so if nothing else, the edu-
cation would help.

Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley
expressed his regret that the town-
ship committee has spent so much
time on this issue and said it was too
soon for him to be supportive of this
type of initiative.

In his closing remarks, Mayor
Hannen thanked everyone who shared
their opinions, especially those who
had served the town previously.

“I still am of the opinion that at
this particular time, while we still
have our particular issues… there
are things that we can do in the
administrative code that would
strengthen our ability to solve those
problems without having to go
through the whole election process
of the charter study,” Mayor Hannen
said.

5K & Pizza
Extravaganza
Set for July 24

WESTFIELD — The 12th an-
nual Downtown Westfield 5K &
Pizza Extravaganza will be held
on Wednesday, July 24, begin-
ning at 7 p.m.

This event, one of the largest
non-corporate 5K races in the
state, attracts approximately
2,500 runners and over 6,000
spectators who enjoy an evening
of running, pizza and prizes.
Entertainment will be provided
by a DJ, as well as live music by
Michael Craig Band & FOG.

During the event, the down-
town area will be inaccessible by
vehicle. Road closures will also
occur along the race route. Plan
ahead and expect delays.

For more information on the
event, visit westfieldtoday.com.


