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Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud suggested Mr. Nierstedt
find out what other towns in Union
County are paying for private
pickup before putting out a re-
quest for bids. According to Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu, more than
half of the towns in Union County
use private haulers.

Council President Sara Todisco
endorsed the idea but cautioned
against a privatization trend that
could eliminate the DPW. She
also expressed concern that if
the borough loses the manpower
to pick up its own trash it could
get locked into a private hauler’s
price increases.

In other news, Mr. Mathieu re-
iterated his proposal for a bor-
ough-wide property reassess-
ment, which he said has not been
done in more than 30 years. “In
a nutshell, if we’re going to have
property tax as the basis for
funding Garwood’s municipality,
then we have to have an agree-
ment that those taxes will be
based on value that is somewhat
rationally related to market
value,” he said.

He pointed out that he pur-
chased a home for $383,000 that
is assessed at $82,500, and an-
other home for $335,000 that is
assessed at $106,000. “It’s com-

pletely out of whack, and that’s
just not fair,” he said.

Mr. Mathieu said the matter
could curb redevelopment since
new businesses may be unwilling
to pay disproportionately higher
taxes based on current rates while
older properties continue to be
assessed at values from 30 years
ago. He felt this created a situa-
tion where new businesses would
be forced to pay more than their
share of taxes to shield long-
time residents from steep in-
creases.

Ms. Todisco said she spoke to
Tax Assessor Annmarie Switzer,
who recommended against a re-

assessment because of the length
of time that has lapsed since the
last one was done. Regular reas-
sessments generally occur every
five years. A full evaluation would
require an inspection of every
property and cost at least
$200,000, or $50,000 per year
over four years, she said.

The new assessment, Ms.
Todisco said, explaining Ms.
Switzer’s argument, was unlikely
to dramatically change an
individual’s relative tax pay-
ments.

Ms. Todisco said she has heard
of cases in other towns where
businesses left to avoid dispro-
portionate taxation, resulting in
steep hikes for homeowners. But
Ms. Switzer does not see that
happening in Garwood because
businesses do not play that kind
of role, she said.

“Two-hundred-thousand dol-
lars, $50,000 a year, you’re look-
ing at on the average home as-
sessed at $100,000, your taxes
are going up $25 thereabouts at
least.

“So homes assessed at more
would obviously go up more just
to pay for something that may in
the end tell you, ‘Sorry, your
taxes are staying the same,
maybe dropping just a little bit
lower or going up,’” she said.

When asked by Mr. Mathieu
when the borough should do a
reassessment, Ms. Todisco said
Ms. Switzer suggested when the
other municipalities in the county
do one, which drew laughter from
the dais and the audience. “She
also feels that by going first, we
would be paying more in county
taxes,” she said.

At the suggestion of Council-
woman Ann Palmer, Ms. Todisco
said she would invite Ms. Switzer
to a council meeting to address
council members’ concerns.

Mr. Mathieu said it comes down
to “morality and fairness. If we

are not taxing people equally
based on their property values,
we are not being fair, and it is
immoral.”

RIT Announces
Dean’s List

ROCHESTER, NY — The follow-
ing local residents made the
Dean’s List for Spring 2013 quar-
ter at Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology:

Zachary Bebel of Westfield, is a
second-year student in the game
design and development program
in RIT’s B. Thomas Golisano Col-
lege of Computing and Informa-
tion Sciences.

Amanda Berlinski of
Mountainside, is a second-year
student in the professional pho-
tographic illustration program in
RIT’s College of Imaging Arts
and Sciences.

Daniel Cunningham of Cranford,
is a fifth-year student in the soft-
ware engineering program in
RIT’s B. Thomas Golisano Col-
lege of Computing and Informa-
tion Sciences.

Kaitlin Hipkin of Cranford, is a
second-year student in the com-
puter science program in RIT’s B.
Thomas Golisano College of Com-
puting and Information Sciences.

Jeffrey Kaiser of Cranford, is a
second-year student in the ap-
plied networking and system ad-
ministration program in RIT’s B.
Thomas Golisano College of Com-
puting and Information Sciences.

Thane Vollbrecht of Cranford, is
a second-year student in the me-
chanical engineering program in
RIT’s Kate Gleason College of En-
gineering.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WATER BREAK...The Cranford Canoe Club’s annual Fourth of July canoe race drew a large crowd of participants who
were eager to get in the water in order to beat the heat.
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