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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC) officials said last week
that construction for a new, $14-
million student-services building
on the Cranford campus will be-
gin in May of 2014 and take 12 to
18 months to complete.

In a presentation before the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders on June 27, Dr. Maris
Lown, UCC vice-president of aca-
demic affairs, said the new build-
ing, “will provide much needed
services and replace part of our
oldest structure.”

The new structure will be con-
structed between the campus’
main building, Nomahegan Hall,
and MacKay Library. The two-
story structure will include stu-
dent support services as well as
classrooms and administrative
offices.

Nick Netta of Netta Architects
said the new 30,000-square-foot
student services building addi-
tion will be attached to the east-
ern edge of the Nomahegan Build-
ing. The addition will include an-
other 8,000 square feet of reno-
vated space inside the existing
Nomahegan Building.

He said the addition will be
“tucked in” on the former site of
the campus “Peace Garden” be-
tween the Nomahegan Building
and the MacKay Library. The
Peace Garden will be relocated.

“The addition will have minimal
visual impact on any of the sur-
rounding areas,” he said.

The first floor of the building
will house the student services
center, administration offices, a
testing center, meeting rooms
for one-on-one sessions between
counselors and students, and a
payment center.

Dr. Lown said the student ser-
vices center would include stu-
dent counseling and advising,

financial aid, admissions and reg-
istration, veterans’ services, the
college bursar, and student re-
cruitment offices.

Mr. Netta said student services
currently are scattered around
the campus and that these ser-
vices will be located within the
new structure.

The second floor will house
classrooms, mathematics office
space and the office of the math-
ematics department chairman,
Mr. Netta said. In total, the floor
will have eight computer labs,
four classrooms and one multi-
purpose classroom.

Mr. Netta said a lot of brick and
glass would be utilized in the
design of the building to blend in
with the campus, specifically the
MacKay Library. He said the
project would create a campus
quad.

Dr. Lown said while UCC is “at
an all-time high” in enrollment,
the college does not anticipate
any dramatic enrollment in-
creases, as high-school popula-
tions are declining nationwide.
She said the college, the oldest
two-year community college in
New Jersey, serves 13,000 credit
students and 20,000 non-credit
students, many of who are first-
generation college students who
would not otherwise have this
opportunity.

She said additional classrooms
are necessary in order for in-
structors to be able to be more
creative in their lesson plans,
thus increasing student engage-
ment resulting in higher gradua-
tion rates. Mr. Netta said some
20 mathematics professors cur-
rently are working in a 400-
square-foot area that is inad-
equate for student learning.

“We don’t have enough class-
rooms. This building will miti-
gate but not correct our shortage
of classrooms. We are woefully

Garwood Council Debates
Property Reassessment
By MEGAN K. SCOTT
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GARWOOD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council announced on Tues-
day it would investigate privatiz-
ing garbage pickup and conduct-
ing a borough-wide property re-

assessment – two issues that
sparked an array of responses.

During Tuesday’s work session,
Councilman Bill Nierstedt pro-
posed a study into whether a
private firm could collect gar-
bage cheaper than the borough’s
Department of Public Works
(DPW). He said he has asked the
superintendent to prepare a cost-
analysis of the municipality’s gar-
bage collection. The DPW col-
lects garbage four days a week –
two days on each side of town.

Mr. Nierstedt said that the bor-
ough would still collect taxes and
pay for garbage pickup, similar
to the recycling program, which
is contracted out. “If we can get
a lower cost for the privatization,
that would then free up DPW
workers to do other work in town
that needs to be done. I think
that’s something we should pur-
sue,” he said.

inadequate in terms of 21st-cen-
tury classrooms that will accom-
modate 21st-century pedagogy.
The building is going to help enor-
mously with the teaching and
learning function,” Dr. Lown said.
“This project is good for stu-
dents, it’s good for the commu-
nity and it is good for the county,”
she added.

In addition to the new building,
one of two entrances/exits to a
parking lot on the side of the
campus adjacent to a residential
neighborhood is to be closed,
with a landscaped buffer added
to screen the campus from nearby
homes.

UCC also has campuses in
Scotch Plains, Elizabeth and
Plainfield. UCC recently opened
its new $48-million, 132,000-
square-foot building in Elizabeth,
which is the new home of Trinitas
School of Nursing and the Indus-
try Business Institute. Both the
Cranford and Elizabeth campuses
are being funded through bonds
floated by the Union County Im-
provement Authority.

UCC to Begin Construction
On New Addition Next Spring

Deutscher Club to Host Authentic
German Biergarten July 18

CLARK - The Deutscher Club
will host an authentic German
Biergarten on Friday, July, 12,
from 5:30 to 10 p.m. at the
Deutscher Club of Clark, 787
Featherbed Lane, Clark.

The event is open to the
public and will be held rain or
shine. Admission is $2 per
person.

The vent will feature a
Mercedes Car Show, live mu-

sic and German and American
food and beverages will be
available.

No outside food or bever-
ages permitted. No bicycles,
skates, skateboards, scooters
or glass containers permit-
ted. No pets allowed at any
time.

For information call (732)
574-8600 of visit
www.deutscherclub.us.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TAKE YOUR MARK...Participants dart across the starting line in Nomahegan
Park in Cranford on July 4 at the 34th annual Cranford Jaycees’ Firecracker 4
Miler hosted by Investors Bank. The event also featured a raffle and prizes were
awarded during post-race festivities.


