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the man who threw fast, threw
us off a little bit,” Westfield White
Head Coach Steve Root said.

Westfield White’s trip to
Cooperstown was quite an expe-
rience.

“It was unbelievable! We were
able to make it to the round of 32

in the playoffs out of 104 teams.
These kids were hitting home
runs left and right. We were just
having a blast,” Coach Root said.

The Raiders scored once in the
top of the first when Canavan,
who singled, stole two bases and
scored on Koseoglu’s hopping

single past third. Westfield an-
swered with three runs. Cushing
walked, stole two bases and trot-
ted home with the help of
DeRosa’s two-run blast. Leone
was hit-by-a-pitch, stole second,
dashed to third on a throwing
error and scored on Caminiti’s
infield single.

Saltzer doubled and scored in
the second to extend Westfield
White’s lead to 4-1, but the Raid-
ers exploded for five runs on five
hits, including the back-to-back
homers to take a 6-4 lead. Hefner
hit his solo homer to lead off the
third, then Fugett relieved and
received plenty of support from
centerfielder Merkel and, espe-
cially, from leftfielder Giandana,
who made a run-saving snag in
the fifth inning. Canavan, at
shortstop, was consistent
throughout the game.

“Teddy and Nick Merkel cover
some great ground out there. I
am confident having those two
guys out there, because any-
thing hit on that side of the field,
you know those two guys are
going to get it. Josh, our short-
stop, can shut them down. We

are getting better every day,”
Coach Mulvey said.

The Raiders scored their sev-
enth run in the fifth inning when
DiNizo pulled off a suicide bunt to
bring home Kaminskas. Westfield
manufactured its sixth run in the
bottom of the fifth when Wolf
scored on a wild pitch.

“We made some errors that we
weren’t making. Scotch Plains
came to play. They had a couple
of huge hits and they made plays
in the field, and that’s what usu-
ally wins it,” Coach Root said.
SPF Blue 105 010 7
Westfield White 311 010 6


