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“Monsters University”
Your Safety School at Best

1 and ½ popcorns
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 Consider it no great loss if your
future college kid doesn’t attend di-
rector Dan Scanlon’s “Monsters Uni-
versity,” a disappointing prequel to
“Monsters, Inc.” (2001) delivered
with an ultimately curious message
in useless 3-D. While Billy Crystal
and John Goodman reprise their ver-
balizations, most of the first film’s
supporting staff fails to matriculate.

 But it’s lack of magic, vision and
artistry that keeps this underachiever
from entry into Filmdom’s Ivy League
of kiddy flicks. Embarrassingly be-
reft of all inspiration beyond the profit
incentive, the unimaginative screen-
play recalls the desperation of a stu-
dent looking to copy from an, ahem,
smarter source. The result is point-
lessly cumbersome.

 Aside from some vaunted booing
and visual ballyhooing as freshmen
monsters Mike Wazowski (Billy
Crystal) and James P “Sulley”
Sullivan (John Goodman) try to earn
degrees in scaring, there’s little in
this G-rated animation to hold Taylor
or Britney’s interest. Or, as my suc-
cinct review for the fortune cookie
company reads: A story seeking com-
mon ground between child and adult
finds only the error of its ways.

 This alleged adult enjoyed the story
only for the early exposition as ritu-
als of freshman year nostalgically
jogged memories of those initial days
at dear Olde Ivy Film Criticism Col-
lege: the wondrous uncertainties, the
posturing, the discovery, the outland-
ish tales, and most of all the crazy
characters with whom you would
share the defining experience.

 From there it’s all downhill, the
droning on of formulaic notions de-
ficient in any true creative joy. The
saga is enunciated with the perfunc-
tory bedtime story cadence of the
babysitter you only hire when the
really good one is busy. With a run-
ning time of 110 minutes, accompa-
nying adults will wish Pixar didn’t
give you your money’s worth.

 But little movie palates don’t care
about the pompous perceptions of
those engaged in speculating which
movies they’ll like. Inscrutably pick-
ing and choosing nonetheless, solely
by chance some moppets between 5
and 8 will find this film mildly amus-
ing. They may even want a DVD to
play the den ad nauseam. Big deal if
they can’t follow the plot.

 But it’ll be the change of venue, a
place to be rambunctious with other
ragamuffins en masse and the con-
cession stand that wows them more
than the movie. I think if it weren’t
for the fact that I was “being good”
the day I saw “Monsters University,”
a “Best Value”-sized popcorn bucket,

some Whoppers and a Baby Ruth
might have ameliorated matters.

 You see, until they do the sci-fi
thing in their teens, discover subtitles
at the art house when in college and
then more or less cultivate their cin-
ema tastes whilst spooning around
for a mate, it’s really just an outing.
The studios hope you’ll take ‘em,
good reviews or bad. So, you pass
this one off on the grandparents if
possible. You won’t fool them, but
then, they know you by now.

 In any case, per Dr. Halberstoddter
back at Olde Ivy, “No matter how
insipid the movie and how inane a
task it seems, it behooves the critic to
devote at least a few words to the
film’s gist.” Which puts me in a sort
of spot. To inform what disgruntles
most about the movie’s purport, I’ll
have to give away a bit and make you
swear you won’t tell Junior.

 That agreed, note that, no matter
how things go for Mike and Sulley at
Monsters University, we know that
later, in “Monsters, Inc.,” they will
become gainfully employed, prob-
ably have their own apartment, health
benefits and maybe even a 401k. Save
for their relative happiness, what more
could a parent ask? But the road to
that goal winds oddly.

 The film ends rather bizarrely. That
is, unless you’re aiming to teach the
kid a really big lesson in existential-
ism. Fact is, except for winning some
bragging rights, the guys don’t do
very well at school. And what’s
worse, it isn’t for lack of effort,
especially in Wazowski’s case.
Geez…Bush graduates Yale, and
these guys can’t even…oh well.

 With all respect to Bill Gates,
Mark Zuckerberg and any other bil-
lionaire wunderkinds who’ve
proved that you don’t need a di-
ploma to make tons of money, I
doubt there’s a high school guid-
ance counselor in the country who
points out their path as an option:
‘Let’s see Billy, you can go to
Harvard, Stanford, or, maybe just
invent something, huh?’

 You might as well advise them to
shoot for one of the 400 spots in the
NBA. But back to it, perhaps the
flaunted lack of academic progress
is meant to promote the fun side of
failing. All of which might suggest
that, while “Monsters University”
doesn’t prove very funny to either us
or our own little monsters, its
founders had a blast flunking this
review.

...
 “Monsters University,” rated G, is

a Walt Disney Studios Motion Pic-
tures release directed by Dan Scanlon
and stars the voices of Billy Crystal,
John Goodman and Steve Buscemi.
Running time: 104 minutes

Ottenberg to Speak at
Newark Museum

NEWARK - Simon Ottenberg,
Ph.D., Emeritus Professor of Anthro-
pology at the University of Washing-
ton, Seattle will speak on “Innova-
tion and Tradition: Modern Nigerian
Art and Artists of the Nsukka School”
on Thursday, July 25, from 6-8 p.m.
at the Newark Museum, 49 Washing-
ton Street, Newark.

Admission is free but pre-registra-
tion is required. To register, call (973)
596-6613.

Multiple African modernisms
emerged across the continent
throughout the 20th century. This talk
explores the development of a mod-
ern art movement at the University of
Nigeria, Nsukka, from 1960 to 2000,
focusing on six artists and their work.
Dr. Ottenberg is emeritus professor
of anthropology at the University of
Washington, Seattle, and a pioneer-
ing scholar of Nigerian art. In 2012,
he donated his collection of nearly
150 works of modern and contem-
porary African art to the Newark
Museum. A selection from this ma-
jor gift is featured in the exhibition,
“The Art of Translation,” on view at
the Museum through November 3.
The lecture will be followed by a
reception.

GUEST SPEAKER...Simon Ottenberg, Ph.D., Emeritus Professor of Anthropol-
ogy at the University of Washington, Seattle will speak on “Innovation and
Tradition: Modern Nigerian Art and Artists of the Nsukka School” on Thursday,
July 25, from 6-8 p.m. at the Newark Museum, 49 Washington Street, Newark.
Above, Dr. Ottenberg looks over his collection of nearly 150 works of modern and
contemporary African art that he donated to the Newark Museum.
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BOARDWALK PARTY...Tamaques School in Westfield held a Boardwalk
Graduation Party at the school in June. Pictured, left to right, are: Dominic
Maurillo, Stephanie Margolies, and Justin Hornstien.

CONGRATULATIONS GRAD...On June 18, Sammy Heisler graduated from
The Matheny School in Peapack. Pictured, left to right, are: Sammy’s father,
Cliff Heisler, Sammy and mother, Doris Burman.

WF Earns First In Union
County Science Competition
WESTFIELD - Westfield High

School earned first place in total team
placement of all teams in Union
County at the annual Merck State
Science Competition. The tests were
taken on-line for the first time in the
63rd annual Merck State Science Day.

Westfield High School’s 25 stu-
dents competed in Biology, Chemis-
try, Physics, Integrated Science and
Advanced Integrated Science, with
each team having five students. State-
wide, a total of 318 students com-
peted in biology; 317 students in
chemistry; 307 students in integrated
science; and 266 students in advanced
integrated science.

Incoming senior Mark Gillespie
received a state-wide rank of 16th and
an Honorable Mention in chemistry.

At the county level, the following
individual rankings were earned by
Westfield High School: First place in
Biology – Jill Rosenfeld, followed by

Lucia Liu – Second place; Jorge
Ledesma - Fifth; Isabelle Ick - Eighth;
and Elizabeth Gonzalez - Ninth.

First Place in Chemistry – Mark
Gillespie, followed by Edmund Han -
Second; Aditi Jan - Third; Jeff Marino
- Fourth; and Kristen Hauge - Fifth.

First Place in Physics – Austin Thien.
Also placing were Edwin Gee - Sev-
enth; Sophia Shiffman - Twelvth; Matt
Luppino - Thirteenth; and Estelle
Cervantes - Twenty-Third.

First Place in Advanced Integrated
(which combines all the sciences) –
Robert Cassie, with Pengjiu Jin - Sev-
enth; Melissa Shendell - Tenth; Adam
Lupicki - Thirteenth; and Rebecca
Zhang - Fourteenth.

Westfield High School students also
placed in the Integrated Science cat-
egory with Alexa Derman - Sixth;
Brian Lawrence - Seventh; Gabrielle
Bleich - Seventh; Julia Napolitano -
Tenth, and John McKinley - Eleventh.

Swingle Earns Doctor
Of Medicine Degree

HANOVER, N. H. – J. Kyle
Swingle, was awarded a Doctor of
Medicine degree from the Geisel
School of Medicine at Dartmouth
College on June 9.

Dr. Swingle also attended
Dartmouth College, from which he
graduated in 2005. He began his in-
ternal medicine residency July 1 at
the Medical University of South Caro-
lina in Charleston, S. C.

He is the son of Kathryn McElroy
and Thomas Oldkowski of Westfield
and Joseph Swingle and Caroline
Swingle of Westfield and a graduate
of Westfield High School, Class of
2001.

The Medical School, founded in
1797, was renamed in 2012 to honor
the generosity of the family of one of
Dartmouth’s more famous graduates,
Theodor Geisel, also known as Dr.
Seuss.

Brennan Erickson
Attends HOBY

WESTFIELD —The Woman’s
Club of Westfield recently sponsored
Brennan Erickson, son of Jean and
Richard Erickson, brother of Justin
and Brad, to attend the Hugh O’Brien
Youth Leadership Program (HOBY).
The three-day weekend took place in
June at Monmouth College and was
attended by rising juniors from all
over the state of New Jersey. Brennan
is a student at Westfield High School.

HOBY’s mission is to inspire and
develop our global community of
youth toward a life dedicated to lead-
ership, service and innovation. The
program included lectures, planned
activities and panels adapted to de-
veloping young people with director
skills. The attending students met
many new faces and made some ex-
citing and lasting friendships.
Brennan described his experience as
amazing and was so pleased to be
given tools that will surely benefit his
future life and career.

This HOBY time served as a pre-
lude, an introduction to college life.
Founded in 1958, HOBY programs
are conducted annually throughout
the United States and abroad serving
local and international high students.

Dr. J. Kyle Swingle

Brennan Erickson

DAR Awards Good
Citizenship, History Awards
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR)
awarded eighth grade students at
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools and Holy Trinity
Interperochial School Good Citizen-
ship and History citations at the eighth
grade graduations this past June. Each
year, the Chapter presents these
awards in the form of certificates and
medals.

The Good Citizenship award is
given to the student who exhibits
honor, service, courage, leadership
and patriotism. The winners were
Jacqueline McNulla and Daniel Thek
at Holy Trinity and Olivia Kuzman at
Edison. Roosevelt’s awardees were
Emma Carvo and Philip Zanfagna.
The DAR History award, which is
given to the individual who has done
outstanding work in the study of

United States History, was given to
Sophia DiIorio at Holy Trinity and
Cameron Scalera at Edison.

The Daughters of the American
Revolution was founded in 1890 and
is headquartered in Washington, D.C.,
It is a non-profit, non-political volun-
teer women’s service organization
dedicated to promoting patriotism,
preserving American history, and se-
curing America’s future through bet-
ter education for children. The West-
field Chapter meets throughout the
year. Any woman 18 years or older-
regardless of race, religion, or ethnic
background-who can prove lineal
descent from a patriot of the Ameri-
can Revolution, is eligible for mem-
bership.

For more information, visit the lo-
cal chapter web site
www.rootsweb.ances t ry.com/
~njwcdar/welcome/index.html.

WHS Students Learn Skills
For Coping With Loss

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School sophomore students received
a lesson in “good grief” in health
class thanks to a partnership with
Imagine: A Center for Coping with
Loss in Westfield.

The presentation covered a wealth
of information about coping with loss,
including losses due to death, di-
vorce, moving, employment, break-
ups, and many others. Students
learned the definition of the terms
“grief” and “mourning,” and dis-
cussed healthy and unhealthy ways
of coping with loss. They also re-
ceived information about Imagine’s
free support groups, “Contact We
Care,” a free crisis hotline also cen-
tered in Westfield, and AMF, which
stands for “Actively Moving For-
ward”, a grief support group on
college campuses.

Health teachers Susan Kolesar
and Michelle Spreitzer, who also
volunteer as facilitators at Imagine,
helped coordinate the presentations
which were initiated by Katelyn
Costello, who recently completed
an internship at Imagine and still
volunteers as a support group fa-
cilitator for the non-profit organi-
zation.

Ms. Kolesar explained, “We want
to normalize grief, give it a name,
and help students know that there
are people who care, resources that
can help them right in their own
community, and that they are not
alone.”

“I wish I heard about this infor-
mation when I was in high school.
No one ever talked about it, and it
would have been helpful for me to
know this information back then,”
said Ms. Sprietzer.

Ms. Costello added, “Not talking
to kids about grief might make kids
feel that they can’t talk about it
either. Too often, adults think kids
are resilient and will bounce back

after a loss. They also are afraid to
talk to kids about a loss for fear that
it will cause them to be more up-
set.” However, studies show that
talking about grief can help chil-
dren heal.

Ms. Costello was motivated to
create this outreach, entitled “Hands
to Hold”, after the loss of her own
father, which she experienced when
she was 16 years old. This led her
down the path of wanting to be-
come a social worker and earning
her master’s degree from Fordham
University’s Graduate School of So-
cial Services this May. “Returning
to school after the death of my fa-
ther remains one of the hardest tran-
sitions I have ever had to make in
life. I’ve chosen to share my story
with students primarily because I
grew tired of seeing others hide
from ‘the elephant in the room.’ It is
my hope that each student sitting in
the classroom, grieving or not, un-
derstands that grief is a normal re-
action to loss. It is also my hope to
model resiliency and to provide ado-
lescents with the skills and knowl-
edge needed to ask for help and
support each other.”

Ms.  Costello also offered these
statistics: “Research shows that one
out of 20 American children under
age 15 have lost one or both parents
to death. Furthermore, one out of
seven children will lose a parent or
sibling by age 20. Despite this re-
search, death education is a fairly
recent phenomenon. A majority of
the curricula that are available are
offered to students attending uni-
versity studies. Therefore, it is my
wish that the “Hands to Hold” pro-
gram will be a catalyst for change
by normalizing a discussion of grief,
loss, and mourning in today’s pub-
lic schools.”

Members of Imagine’s Youth Ad-
visory Committee (IYAC) who are
current students at Westfield High
School, assisted in the presenta-
tion.

For more information about
Imagine: A Center for Coping with
Loss, call (908) 264-3100 or go to
www.imaginenj.org. They are also
on Facebook. Katelyn Costello can
be contacted by e-mail at
kmcostello13@gmail.com.

Fairfield Announces
Dean’s List

FAIRFIELD, Conn. — Fairfield Uni-
versity has announced that the follow-
ing local residents have been named to
the Dean’s List for the Spring 2013
semester:

Connor Leahey, a resident of
Cranford; John Kropa, a resident of
Cranford; Jenelle Abbattista, a resident
of Westfield; John Serzan, a resident of
Westfield; Sophia DeVita, a resident of
Westfield; Kathleen O’Neill, a resident
of Westfield and Julia Spiridigliozzi, a
resident of Westfield.

To be selected for the Dean’s List, a
student must attain a grade point aver-
age of at least 3.5, of a possible 4.0.

See it all

on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Wake Forest
Announces Dean’s List

WINSTON SALEM, N.C. — The
following students were named to the
Spring 2013 Dean’s List at Wake For-
est University:

Kathleen Esler from Westfield, and
Elizabeth Kuehn from Westfield.

Students who achieve a 3.4 and no
grade below a C were named to the list.

Univ. of Wisconsin
Announces Dean’s List

MADISON, Wis. — The Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison has rec-
ognized students named to the Dean’s
List for the spring semester of the
2012-2013 academic year.

Ian Kuhn of Westfield, College of
Letters and Science, Dean’s List; Cara
Levinson of Fanwood, School of
Human Ecology, Dean’s High Hon-
ors.

To be eligible for the Dean’s List,
students must complete a minimum
of 12 graded degree credits in that
semester. Each university school or
college sets its own GPA require-
ments for students to be eligible to
receive the distinction. Most call the
honor “Dean’s List”, but some grant
the “Dean’s Honor List” and “Dean’s
High Honor List.”

Skidmore College
Announces Grad

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. –
Kathryn Moynihan, a member of the
Class of 2013 at Skidmore College,
earned academic recognition at the
college this spring.

She is the daughter of Michelle
and Scott Moynihan of Scotch Plains.

Moynihan earned a B.A. degree
cum laude with honor in history of art
at Skidmore’s 102nd commencement
in May. In addition, she received the
Whitman Family Art History Prize,
awarded by the Department of Art
History to a student who completes
an outstanding project in an art his-
tory course.

She also was elected to Alpha
Kappa Delta, the national sociology
honor society, and earned honors for
academic work completed during the
spring 2013 semester.

RIT Announces
Dean’s List

ROCHESTER, NY — The follow-
ing local residents made the Dean’s
List for Spring 2013 quarter at Roch-
ester Institute of Technology:

Zachary Bebel of Westfield, is a
second-year student in the game de-
sign and development program in
RIT’s B. Thomas Golisano College
of Computing and Information Sci-
ences.

Amanda Berlinski of
Mountainside, is a second-year stu-
dent in the professional photographic
illustration program in RIT’s College
of Imaging Arts and Sciences.

Daniel Cunningham of Cranford,
is a fifth-year student in the software
engineering program in RIT’s B.
Thomas Golisano College of Com-
puting and Information Sciences.

Kaitlin Hipkin of Cranford, is a
second-year student in the computer
science program in RIT’s B. Thomas
Golisano College of Computing and
Information Sciences.

Jeffrey Kaiser of Cranford, is a
second-year student in the applied
networking and system administra-
tion program in RIT’s B. Thomas
Golisano College of Computing and
Information Sciences.

Thane Vollbrecht of Cranford, is a
second-year student in the mechani-
cal engineering program in RIT’s Kate
Gleason College of Engineering.

GOOD GRIEF...Westfield High School
sophomore students received a lesson
in “good grief” in health class thanks
to a partnership with Imagine: A Cen-
ter for Coping with Loss in Westfield,
and Imagine’s support group facilita-
tor, Katelyn Costello, pictured here.


