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POLICE BLOTTER

Blood Pressure Screenings
On Tap at Area Locations

AREA – Overlook Medical Cen-
ter has announced its schedule of
free blood pressure screenings as
part of its Community Health Cal-
endar for the month of July. Par-
ticipants also will receive counsel-
ing and educational materials from
Overlook Medical Center health
care professionals.

Screenings will be held as fol-
lows: Mondays, through July 29,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Overlook
Downtown, 357 Springfield Av-
enue, Summit; Thursday, July 11,
9 to 10:30 a.m., Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA, 1340 Martine Av-
enue, Scotch Plains; Thursday, July
30, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., North
Plainfield Library, 6 Rockview Av-
enue, North Plainfield; Tuesday,
July 16, 9 to 10:30 a.m., Berkeley
Heights Township Hall, 29 Park
Avenue, Berkeley Heights; Tues-
day, July 16, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
Mountainside Public Library, Con-

stitution Plaza, Mountainside;
Thursday, July 18, 9 to 10:30 a.m.,
New Providence Borough Hall, 360
Elkwood Avenue, New Providence;
Thursday, July 18, 11 a.m. to 12:30
p.m., Chatham Family Practice,
492 Main Street, Chatham; Tues-
day, July 23, 9 to 10:30 a.m.,
Walgreens, 800 Morris Turnpike,
Short Hills; Tuesday, July 23, 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Millburn Li-
brary, 200 Glen Avenue, Millburn;
Thursday, July 25, 10 to 11:30 a.m.,
Whole Foods Market, 2245 Spring-
field Avenue, Vauxhall; Thursday,
July 25,  noon to 1:30 p.m.,
Maplewood Library, 51 Baker
Street, Maplewood; Tuesday, July
30, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Clark
Municipal Building, 430 Westfield
Avenue, Clark, and Tuesday, July
30, 1:30 to 3 p.m., ShopRite, 76
Central Avenue, Clark.

To register for this program, call
(800) 247-9580.
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The Chelsea at Fanwood cordially invites you to

Refreshments!  Raffle! Tours!
RSVP appreciated:  908-654-5200

COME TO AN OPEN HOUSE!

THE CHELSEA

AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

Thursday, July 18th

Saturday, July 20th

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

- 4pm to 7pm
- 11am to 2pm

Assisted Living  Independent Living
Alzheimer’s/Memory Program
The fabulous Lofts at Chelsea

See why our residents and families rave about us!

– Obituaries –Maureen Dooley Groff, 52, Was Devoted
To Her Family, Pets and Many Friends
Maureen Kathryn Groff (Dooley),

52, of Fortuna, Calif. passed away
on the first day of July 2013, sur-
rounded by her children and hus-
band. A gathering of family and
friends will take place locally on
Saturday, August 3, 2013, from 4 to
6 p.m. at the Dooley Colonial Home
of Westfield.

A noted cheesemonger,
philanthropist and mecha-
mom, she leaves behind one
and one-half dachshunds,
three cats and the innumer-
able friends, family and
strangers touched by her gen-
erous heart.

A proud native of
Westfield, N.J., she was born
one of eight siblings to lov-
ing parents Chip and Mary
Dooley. After emigrating to
Northern California in the
1980s, she expertly balanced the
books first for local non-profit
RCAA, then for Humboldt’s most
beloved purveyor of fine cheeses,
Cypress Grove Chevre.

Perhaps the smartest person to
have ever existed, it is whispered
that through telepathy she spoke to
her many dogs and cats, but that
they had never been known to lis-
ten. Stubborn against convention,

she pioneered the practice of “des-
sert after dessert” and fought the
cancer that consumed her cease-
lessly until the very end, never
letting up her humor, her bravery,
or her fierce love for her family.

Despite her other successes, to
the authors of this obituary Maureen

is most remembered
as the endlessly self-
less mother of four
handsome children
and as a dear wife to
her husband and
midlife love, Richard
J. Rowley.

We all hope that she
is now tackling the one
task she never got to in
life: taking a break.

To us she will al-
ways be here, linger-
ing in the margins of

every family photograph and in
the voices of all who loved her.

A celebration of her life will
take place at the Fortuna River
Lodge in Fortuna, Calif. from 1 to
5 p.m. on Sunday, July 21.

For further information or to
make a donation in her memory,
please visi t
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Maureen Groff

PRAY AND PLAY…Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains will hold Shabbat
Pray and Play events for families with children ages 4 and under on Saturdays,
July 13 and August 10, at 10 a.m. both days. Temple Sholom currently is housed
at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church, located at Martine and LaGrande Avenues
in Fanwood. Pictured, from left to right, are: Linda Nieporent with her children,
Leo and Elana, along with parent volunteer Julie Friedman.

Frederick J. ‘Major’ Gibbons, Jr., 88,
Beloved Father, Grandfather, Veteran

Frederick J. Gibbons, Jr., 88, for-
merly of Redford, Mich., died on
Sunday, July 7, 2013, at the New
Jersey State Veterans Memorial
Home in Edison, N.J.

He was born on July 12, 1924 in
Toledo, Ohio. After serving our
country in Europe, he moved to
Detroit and worked for Ford Motor
Company for almost 25 years.

Fred received his undergraduate
business degree from Babson Col-
lege and completed postgraduate
business education (MBA/DBA) at
Indiana Northern University. He re-
tired at 55 and never looked back.
He and his wife, Helen, traveled the
world from 1978 until Helen’s death
in 2006.

He is survived by his son, Patrick;
his daughter-in-law, Francie, and

three grandchildren, Erin, Mollie
and Brian.

Fred was an avid military histo-
rian (102nd Ozarks Infantry Divi-
sion, U.S. Army) and accomplished
musician. He played sax, clarinet
and piano. He also spent many years
as an assistant scoutmaster, Junior
Achievement mentor and volunteer
tax preparer for seniors. Fred was
active in the VFW, Masonic and St.
Mark’s Presbyterian Church. Most
importantly, he was an extremely
generous father and grandfather.

A memorial service celebrating
Fred’s life will be held in Troy,
Mich. at a later date.

To leave a message of condo-
lence, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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USS Columbus Vets
Invited to Reunion

AREA – The U.S.S. Columbus
Veterans Association invites Navy
and Marine Corps shipmates who
served on the USS Columbus CA-
74/CG-12 from 1944 through 1976
and the USS Columbus (SSN-762),
past and present, to attend the up-
coming USS Columbus CA-74/CG-
12/SSN-762 Reunion.

The reunion will take place
Wednesday through Sunday, Oc-
tober 2 to 6, 2013, at the Hilton-
Branson, Mo. Interested persons
are asked to contact Allen R. Hope,
president, 3828 Hobson Road, Fort
Wayne, Ind. 46815-4505; (260)
486-2221, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (East-
ern Time); by fax at (260) 492-
9771, or  by e-mail  at
Hope4391@frontier.com.

Temple Sholom to Offer
Pray and Play Events

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom
of Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites
families with children ages 4 and
under to Shabbat Pray and Play
events featuring music, maracas,
puppets and parachutes, led by
Cantor Darcie Sharlein and parent
volunteer Julie Friedman. The pro-
grams will take place on two Sat-
urdays, July 13 and August 10.

This monthly, 30-minute, inter-
active service will begin at 10 a.m.
both days and will be followed by
a free bagel brunch in the play-
room. Older siblings will be wel-
come.

“This isn’t  your ordinary
children’s service,” said Temple
Sholom Director of Education
Michelle Shapiro Abraham, who

came up with the idea for an inter-
active Shabbat program when her
own very active children were in
preschool.

“It’s like where Shabbat meets
Gymboree. The kids are encour-
aged to jump up, dance, sing and
play along,” she continued. “Af-
terwards, everyone gets a chance
to nosh and get to know one an-
other over bagels.”

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at
the corner of  Martine and
LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood.
Participants will meet in the chapel
around the corner, off of Marian
Avenue, and are asked to enter
through the door on Marian marked
Temple Sholom. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 889-4900, e-
mail sholom@sholomnj.org or
visit sholomnj.org.

Founded in 1913,  Temple
Sholom is a Reform Jewish Con-
gregation led by Rabbi Joel
Abraham. The temple and its reli-
gious school are home to about
250 families from the greater
Scotch Plains-Fanwood area.

The temple has purchased five
acres of land in Scotch Plains for
its future home. Temple Sholom is
a member of the Union for Reform
Judaism. For more information
about the temple or joining the
congregation, call (908) 889-4900,
e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org or
visit sholomnj.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Christopher J. Jacob, Was Family Man;
Enjoyed Fishing, Gardening and Travel
Christopher J. Jacob passed away

on Saturday, June 22, 2013, at his
home in Westfield, N.J.

Born in Ballina, County Mayo,
Ireland, in 1931, he was married to
Violet M. Jacob, also of Ballina,
County Mayo. Chris and Violet emi-
grated to the United States in 1964
along with their three children. They
settled in Westfield, where they re-
mained until retirement in 1995,
when they returned to Ballina and
shared their time between Ireland
and Westfield.

Chris was an avid boatman, en-
joying many years of fishing along
the New Jersey coast with family
and friends. He had a passion for
motorcycles all of his life. He played
the clarinet for several years after
picking it up in the later part of his
life. Chris and Violet enjoyed sev-
eral years of travel within the United
States during their retirement. Chris
retired from General Motors in 1992
after 27 years of employment. Vio-
let retired from the Town of Westfield
in 1995, where she had been the tax
collector for 30 years.

In his retirement, Chris loved to
garden at his home in Ballina; he had
his boat out on the river and was
surrounded by his sisters, brother,
nieces and nephews and family visits.

Chris found great joy sharing in
the lives of his grandchildren,
Michael, David, Victoria, Kiera,
Brigit, Kimberly, Timothy and Chris,
and he enjoyed the visits of his fam-
ily from the United States to the
home in Ireland.

Chris was predeceased by his wife,

Violet M. Jacob, on December 27,
2009. He is survived by his children,
Geraldine Jacob of Westfield, David
Jacob of Fanwood and Chris Jacob
of Westfield. He was predeceased
by his brother, Mixie, and also is
survived by his sisters, Anna Tolan,
Maura Kilcullen and Ena Marsh in
Ireland.

Chris was returned to Ireland after
his passing. Funeral arrangements
in Ireland were by David McGowan
of McGowan’s Funeral Home,
Ballina. A Requiem Mass was held
at St. Muredach’s Cathedral in
Ballina, County Mayo, Ireland on
Saturday, June 29, 2013, with burial
in Leigue Cemetery beside his be-
loved Violet. He will truly be missed.

There will not be a memorial ser-
vice locally in Westfield. If anyone
wishes to make a donation in his
memory, please make donations to
The Paul Jackson Fund, P.O. Box
2014, Westfield, N.J. 07091.

To laugh often and love much; to
win the respect of intelligent per-
sons and the affection of children; to
earn the approbation of honest citi-
zens and endure the betrayal of false
friends; to appreciate beauty; to find
the best in others; to give of one’s
self; to leave the world a bit better,
whether by a healthy child, a garden
patch or a redeemed social condi-
tion; to have played and laughed
with enthusiasm and sung with ex-
ultation; to know even one life has
breathed easier because you have
lived – this is to have succeeded. –
Ralph Waldo Emerson.
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Westfield
Saturday, July 6, Joshua Adkins,

27, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Westfield for $1,500 pursuant to a
pickup at the South Plainfield Po-
lice Department. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and held in lieu of bail.

Saturday, July 6, Yusuf Abramson,
33, of Plainfield was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop in the area of
Westfield Avenue and First Street. He
was wanted on warrants from Scotch
Plains, for $500; Mountainside, for
$214, and Fanwood, for $356.
Abramson was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
on his own recognizance by all three
municipalities.

Saturday, July 6, Christina
Santiago, 30, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on the 400 block of West
North Avenue on two outstanding
Elizabeth warrants with bail total-
ing $300. She was processed and
released on her own recognizance.

Sunday, July 7, police arrested a
17-year-old male juvenile from
Westfield on a charge of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana, pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop on First Street
near Rahway Avenue. The juve-
nile was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and turned over
to a responsible adult.

Sunday, July 7, William Tho-
mas, V, 20, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with shop-
lifting at a business establishment
on the 600 block of West North
Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released on his own recognizance
with a scheduled court date.

Sunday, July 7, Nathaniel Garcia,
29, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant for
$93 from Elizabeth pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at Central Av-
enue and Sycamore Street. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on his own
recognizance per the Elizabeth
Municipal Court.

Scotch Plains
Monday, July 1, Donyale Jordan,

29, of Plainfield was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on Willow Av-
enue on an outstanding no-bail war-
rant issued by the Plainfield Court.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and turned over
to the Plainfield Police Department.

Monday, July 1, a resident of
White Oak Road reported that he
has been having an ongoing dispute
with his former girlfriend, who calls
him multiple times a day.

Wednesday, July 3, a resident of
Park Avenue reported that some-
one made approximately $1,500
in purchases on her credit card
without her authorization.

Wednesday, July 3, a resident of
Chip Lou Lane reported that some-
time between June 18 and July 3,
someone entered his residence and
removed an undetermined amount of
cash and jewelry. According to police,
it is unknown how entry was gained.

Friday, July 5, Jiahad Chapman,
22, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehen-
sion after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue, at which time he
gave multiple false names. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, July 5, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that sometime
overnight someone entered her
yard and removed a sign, valued at
approximately $75.

Sunday, July 7, Fausto Herrera,
54, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle
stop on King Street. According to
police, Herrera failed several field
sobriety tests at the scene and was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, July 2, Jose Palacios,

50, of Mountainside was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for driving with a sus-
pended license. He was processed
and released at the scene.

Thursday, July 4, an employee
of a Route 22 gas station reported
that a silver car with two black
men inside asked for a “fill up”
and, once the tank was full, drove
away without paying. According

to police, the victim was able to
get the license plate of the motor
vehicle and the incident also was
caught on video surveillance.

Thursday, July 4, Maribel Ruiz,
48, of Newburgh, N.Y. was stopped
by the New Jersey State Police and
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Mountainside. She was picked
up on Route 78 by Mountainside
police officers and transported to
police headquarters for processing.

Thursday, July 4, police re-
sponded to a dispute at a Route 22
theater. According to police, the
first victim reported that he allowed
the second victim to get past him so
that he and his girlfriend could sit
in the row. Later, during the movie,
the second victim stated that he
asked the first victim to move so he
could exit the row, at which time
the first victim told the second vic-
tim he could not keep going in and
out of the row and not to come
back, police said. When the second
victim came back, the first victim
had his leg propped on the seat in
front of him, blocking the row, at
which time the second victim stuck
his leg to get back to his seat, au-
thorities reported. According to
police, the first victim then stood
up and struck the second victim.
Witnesses stated that the second
victim did nothing wrong. Both vic-
tims declined to sign complaints
and left the theater at separate times.

Friday, July 5, Ernesto Guzman,
59, of Perth Amboy was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana.

Friday, July 5, Marlissa S.
Bruney-Jules, 24, of Parlin was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 for driving with a
suspended license and on an out-
standing warrant out of Hillside in
the amount of $350. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance by
the Hillside Police Department.

Saturday, July 6, Bryan Trivino,
25, of Elizabeth was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 and charged with posses-
sion of suspected marijuana, over
50 grams, and items associated
with the distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance.

Sunday, July 7, police responded
to a residence on Outlook Drive
West on a report of a dispute be-
tween neighbors regarding a fence.
According to police, the victim
stated that he put up a fence after
acquiring a permit from the bor-
ough, and that his rear-yard neigh-
bor approached him and stated,
“You better take down that fence
and I better not have to tell you
again.” The victim then told police
that he observed his fence was lean-
ing at a 45-degree angle after he
witnessed the neighbor pushing on
it, police said. Police attempted to
speak with the neighbor but were
told by his son he was not at home,
at which time police explained to
the son that if his father had a
problem with the fence he should
contact the borough’s zoning de-
partment.

DBSA to Feature
Peer Speaker

AREA – The Depression and Bipo-
lar Support Alliance (DBSA) will fea-
ture Steve Eisenberg at its monthly
meeting on Wednesday, July 31. A
peer who has bipolar illness, he will
present WRAP (Wellness and Recov-
ery Action Plan) and will demonstrate
how it works to make one’s life better.

Mr. Eisenberg has led and admin-
istered DBSA support groups for 10
years and is trained in WRAP and as
a Community Mental Health Associ-
ate. Currently he is a Wellness Peer
Support Specialist at the Essex
County Hospital Center.

DBSA educational meetings take
place the last Wednesday of every
month at 7:45 p.m. using the facili-
ties of the Morristown Unitarian Fel-
lowship, 21 Normandy Heights Road,
Morristown. The public is invited to
attend all meetings. A nominal dona-
tion is requested from non-members.

In case of hazardous weather, call
(908) 377-5245 after 6 p.m. for can-
cellation information. For further lo-
cal information, call (973) 994-1143
or the New Jersey Self-Help Group
Clearing House at (800) 367-6274.


