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Trenton News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield
Senate Minority Leader, GOP, LD-21

Centuries ago, people riding on a
horse-drawn carriage would have never
imagined that people can now push a
button to start a car and press a pedal to
make it drive 200 miles per hour. It is
hard to imagine cars driving us to work
while we read the news, but there are
significant technological advances be-
ing made toward that end, and New
Jersey has a lot to gain from being at the
forefront of such innovation.

Autonomous vehicles can also offer
a more sufficient and flexible avenue of
transportation for the disabled and se-
nior citizens who may not have access
to public transportation or who may
not be fit to drive. Just as with the
development and implementation of
trains and airplanes, we have to trust
ingenuity and keep an open mind.

This legislation (Autonomous Ve-
hicles) sends a strong message to inno-
vators and job creators that New Jersey
is not afraid of being the home to new
thinking and the way of the future. It is
another avenue to continue economic
growth in this state, while we continue
to cut red tape; make record invest-
ments in schools for our next genera-
tion; and continue adding private-sec-
tor jobs each month.

*****
Bill S-2898, introduced by Sen.

Kean, charges the state Motor Vehicle
Commission with establishing stan-
dards for licensing autonomous ve-
hicles, or any operated by artificial
intelligence, sensors, GPS systems or
any other self-driving technologies. The
Commission would establish regula-
tions authorizing the use of autono-
mous vehicles, and create rules cover-
ing safety, testing, insurance, registra-
tion and operation. New Jersey would
become the fourth U.S. state to adopt a
law permitting autonomous vehicles
and the first to do so in the populated
Northeast.

*****
Re: Sweeney

Now that Senator Sweeney is finally
ending his 50-day partisan ban of Re-
publican solutions, hopefully he al-
lows this Senate to come together and
start advancing the people’s reforms. I
once again call on Senator Sweeney to
post for a vote Republican legislation
to protect families, make this state more
affordable and hold government ac-
countable at all levels. It is unaccept-
able for this Senate to fail in executing
those essential public duties.

In September, the Senate Republi-
can caucus started publicly petitioning

Autonomous Vehicles
And Sen. Sweeney

Senator Sweeney to post common-
sense, and in some cases bipartisan,
Republican initiatives. And in Novem-
ber, the Senate President and other
Democratic leaders vowed to join us in
enacting Superstorm Sandy reforms.
But both of these things haven’t really
happened yet.

This Senate must leave nothing on
the table when it comes to protecting
children and families. For example,
let’s pass:

S-185 requires court to consider re-
sults of domestic violence assessment.

S-1950/S-284, “Joan’s Law,”  re-
quires life imprisonment without pa-
role for people convicted of murdering
minors in the course of a sex crime.

S-2771 strengthens rights of sexual
assault victims.

S-884 now S-2850, requires that
sexual abuse against a child be reported
to law enforcement officials.

The people want this Senate to at-
tack property taxes at their root. We can
by:

Ending sick-leave retirement jack-
pots via S-808.

Passing civil service reforms, and
cut other duplicative spending.

Implementing real pay-to-play and
ethics reforms.

S-2068 makes all local public offi-
cials accountable to state ethics laws.
S-1917 levels the pay-to-play playing
field. S-590 full forfeiture of pension
of elected or appointed official con-
victed of any crime. S-1333, requires
forfeiture of public office, position or
employment upon conviction of cer-
tain offenses. S-597 (no wheeling);

S-601 suspends public pensions of
retired public employees who resume
public employment.

S-1891 mandates that insurance pro-
ducers perform bona fide services in
order to be paid public dollars; requires
insurance producers disclose public
contracts with the state and detail ser-
vices provided.

Let’s do something to learn from and
better prepare for the next Superstorm
Sandy. There’s more we need to do
now to help people recover. For in-
stance:

S-2505 to assure that insurance pro-
vide timely and fair insurance settle-
ment claims.

S-2494 to facilitate Sandy recovery
by allowing shore municipalities to use
beach access fees to rebuild.

S-2206 to significantly decrease or
nullify the time New Jerseyans are with-
out utilities in the wake of natural di-
sasters.

WF BOE Should Spend Money
On Hard Copies of Great Works

Letters to the Editor

At this year’s “Weathering the
Storm with Optimism” conference
of New Jersey school administrators,
representatives from the Westfield
Public Schools discussed the district’s
technology initiative to transform the
classrooms into true 21st century
learning environments. (The Westfield
Leader, July 4, 2013).

All well and good, but the public
should wonder what was wrong with
19th century or 18th century or even
earlier learning environments.

How as it that the world without
the computer and “the web” pro-
duced Rembrandt and Bach and
Beethoven and Goethe and Aristotle
and Plato and Jefferson? And as well,
people who were not famous who
nevertheless contributed to civiliza-
tion?

In many amazing cases the person
had little formal education!

George Washington (the equiva-
lent of an elementary school educa-
tion).

Andrew Jackson (sporadic educa-
tion in a local “old-field” school).

Martin van Buren (formal educa-
tion ended before he was 14).

Zachary Taylor (a sporadic formal
education because there were no for-
mal schools on the Kentucky frontier).

Millard Fillmore (six months at an
academy on the frontier).

Abraham Lincoln (perhaps 18
months of schooling from itinerant
teachers!).

Andrew Johnson (never attended
school!).

Grover Cleveland (left school at 16
after his father had died to help sup-
port his family).

Harry S. Truman (high school, one
semester of business school).

Then there was John D. Rockefeller
who became the wealthiest man in
the world with his development of
the oil industry. His only business
education was a 10-week course in
which he studied bookkeeping.

In the field of music alone, Vivaldi,
Handel, Joseph Haydn, Mozart,
Rossini, Stephen Foster, Rimsky-
Korsakov, Bruckner, Richard Strauss,
Wagner, Verdi, Tchaikovsky, Brahms,
Elgar, Walton, Mascagni, Villa-Lo-
bos, Poulenc, Irving Berlin, and
Gershwin are among the greatest
composers who received relatively
little formal musical education.

In architecture, Wright, Le
Corbusier, Sullivan (creator of the
modern skyscraper).

In the arts, Leonardo da Vinci,
Sandburg, Pope, London, Melville,
Shaw, Hemingway, Coward, Gorky.

In business, Carnegie, Hershey,
Heinz.

In technology, Edison.
In civil engineering, Eiffel.
Benjamin Franklin was a polymath

because he, as a Renaissance man,
excelled as an author, printer, politi-
cal theorist, moralist (his list of 13
virtues), politician, postmaster, sci-
entist, musician, inventor (lightning
rod, bifocals, Franklin stove, a car-
riage odometer, and glass harmonica),
satirist, civic activist (founded one of
America’s first volunteer fire compa-
nies, founded the American Philo-
sophical Society, organized the Phila-
delphia militia, delegate to the Con-
stitutional Convention, president of
Pennsylvania), statesman, diplomat
(ambassador to France), and chess
player.

All these people were autodidacts.
That is, they were partially or mostly
self-taught in their fields and had
only books to read and observations
to make. No computers or “the web”
then!

Of course, formal education is an
ideal.

And, of course too, there is value in
new technologies. After all, the
printed book once was cutting edge
technology!

But there may be too much reli-
ance on new technologies such as the
computer to convey knowledge. What
should count more is not the technol-
ogy of the communication of knowl-
edge, but the knowledge itself!

There is still something to be said
for rote memorization, for outlining,
for paying more attention to the
teacher than to the computer screen!

Are we to say that the generations
past did not have a good education
because they did not have the com-
puter and “the web?”

Perhaps the money spent to trans-
form the classrooms into 21st cen-
tury educational experiences would
be better spent on purchasing hard
copies of great works of literature,
political science, and philosophy and
on taking the students to art muse-
ums, historical sites, and performing
arts venues.

New technologies are enamoring,
but let us not throw out the baby with
the bath water!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

WWOR Pulls The Plug On
Local New Jersey News

Dear Acting Chairwoman Clyburn,
Federal Communications Commission:

I am writing to bring to your attention
an issue of critical concern to the state of
New Jersey: recent actions by WWOR-
TV, Channel 9 in New Jersey, to cancel
its 10 p.m. half-hour of news with abso-
lutely no notice to its viewers.

As you are no doubt aware, WWOR is
the state’s only commercial high-pow-
ered station. Meanwhile, because the state
doesn’t have a designated market area or
DMA, its nearly nine million residents
are forced to share two out-of-state DMAs.
This means WWOR is our constituents’
only ability to get true local news cover-
age.

Unfortunately, despite this reality,
WWOR has failed for over a decade to
live up to its broadcasting obligations to
New Jersey. Studies have shown that
WWOR has provided less coverage of
New Jersey politics than most of the New
York-based television stations and has
failed to provide adequate coverage of
New Jersey news and public affairs. In
addition, since purchasing WWOR in
2001, News Corporation, now 21st Cen-
tury Fox, has done everything they can to
avoid any commitment to serve as a truly
New Jersey station.

Now, WWOR has pulled the plug on
the only newscast the station had left.
This action deserves immediate enforce-
ment by your agency. In fact, considering
the license renewal application of WWOR
is pending before the FCC, I believe that
the current license should be revoked
until you can place additional conditions
on the station to ensure that WWOR is
both based in New Jersey and provides
local news coverage to the state.

The late Senator Frank Lautenberg
had repeatedly called upon your Com-
mission to ask that you hold WWOR
accountable to its licensure requirements
in New Jersey. He also asked that you
conclude your investigation regarding
potential misrepresentations included in
their license renewal application. None
of which the FCC has done to date.

As a member of the Committee of
jurisdiction with oversight over broad-
cast issues and the FCC, I have followed
WWOR closely. Now, I intend to con-
tinue the work of the Senator to ensure
that WWOR does not get away with these
irresponsible actions.

I urge you to take serious and immedi-
ate action against WWOR. Thank you.

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

THOSE WHO SERVE...The Westfield Foundation has announced the installa-
tion of three new trustees. They were installed in May. These trustees will serve
six years with the Foundation, which supports those in need. The new trustees,
pictured left to right, are: Janet Sarkos, Karen Fountain and Mitch Beinhaker.

MEETING VOTERS…Union County Republican Freeholder candidate Ira
Geiger of Union, left, poses with Roselle Park residents Ricardo Garcia and his
son, Joseph Garcia, at the Five Points Galloping Hill Car Show in Union last
month.


