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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

July 4th
Today, we come together to cel-

ebrate our independence and the prin-
ciples of freedom and democracy
upon which our nation was founded.
As we celebrate with our loved ones,
let’s take a moment to honor the
brave men and women of our mili-
tary, our veterans and their families
who have sacrificed so much to pro-
tect our freedom here at home.

Whatever else separates us, we are
all Americans first, and stand united
by the tremendous pride we have for
our country. I wish all New Jerseyans
a safe and happy Fourth of July.

Christie and Legislature Showed
Bipartisanship In Passing State Budget

Scotch Plains Should Put
Secession Vote Before Voters

Board of Trustees Is An Unnecessary
Bureaucratic Body at Rutgers U.

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407
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Chris Christie
Governor of New Jersey
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July 4th Message;
‘A Tale Of Two Cities’

Two Cities
You watch some of the stuff that’s

going on in Washington, D.C. right
now, where Republicans and Demo-
crats barely speak to each other let
alone work together to get things
done to make our country better. And
we reject that in New Jersey. Repub-
licans and Democrats have differ-
ences, real differences … but it’s got
to stop when there are things that
need to be done. We have the argu-
ment, the debate and the discussion,
we stand for our principles, but then
our job is to get the job done that you
gave us to do.

As many who watch our town coun-
cil meetings know, I have been ask-
ing our town council to attend the
freeholder meetings and protect our
interests. Our town council and our
school board have been able to abide
by the state imposed 2 percent prop-
erty tax cap. However, the Union
County freeholders don’t share this
compassion for the taxpayers and
continue to raise our taxes multiples
of the cap.

Several towns, such as Summit and
Cranford, have taken up attending
freeholder meetings. Then on June
26, 2013 The Star-Ledger  indicated
that Berkeley Heights’ Town Council
have approved to allow the voter the
chance to vote for secession from
Union County.

One could hope that this sets an
example for the Scotch Plains Town
Council. However, the probability is
low at the best, since they are too tied
up discussing the unenforceable ban

on smoking on ball fields. I asked
about how one was going to enforce
this ordinance. The response is that
the ordinance will be posted at the
field. This is enforcement? This goes
right along with past actions by Tren-
ton, with the runny egg law, the state
pie declaration and the proposed ban
on texting while riding a bicycle, to
name a few. This continues on the
local level ignoring our sky high prop-
erty taxes, raises the question of pri-
orities, time allocation and what ac-
tions will actually have an impact on
all of us taxpayers.

Time will tell if our town council
will find the courage to do something
that has an impact on all taxpayers
and join Berkeley Heights, putting
this issue up for a vote. This would
take a giant step to stop the county
from blowing smoke in our taxpayer
faces.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

AARP hails the bipartisanship dis-
played in Trenton last week. We need
more of it. The new state budget is far
from being all things to all people.
But it is good for New Jersey.

Governor Christie and legislative
leaders deserve our appreciation for
a budget that puts the state pension
system back on the road to solvency
and for including the Medicaid ex-
pansion as well. Medicaid and the
Affordable Care Act, with its health
insurance marketplaces and subsi-
dies for lower income folks, will help
many New Jersey citizens and insti-

tutions like nothing else can. Those
institutions that will be helped in-
clude hospitals, other health care pro-
viders and small businesses that
wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford
coverage for their employees.

And that, in turn, will help us all
because it will support our economic
recovery, leading to more jobs and
more revenue for our state govern-
ment to improve its solvency and
enable it to help other folks in need.

Douglas Johnston
AARP New Jersey

Princeton

With the restructuring of our higher
education landscape now complete,
Rutgers University is poised to be-
come one of the nation’s leading re-
search universities, as it should be.
But the work is not done. Rutgers
will not become the institution we
believe it can be by accident, or on its
own. It still needs a governance struc-
ture that can propel it to the next
level.

Unlike every other public institu-
tion in the state — and the vast major-
ity of research universities nation-
wide — Rutgers maintains a
multileveled bureaucracy with both a
15-member board of governors,
which holds the ultimate responsibil-
ity for the university’s management,
and a 59-member board of trustees,
which holds responsibility for, seem-
ingly, its own self-preservation.

The reality is that while we are
trying to make Rutgers a 21st century
powerhouse, it is stifled by an un-
wieldy governing model stuck in the
18th century.

The board of trustees is an unnec-
essary bureaucratic body that has
brought only more confusion to the
recent scandals that have hurt the
school’s image because of the lack of
accountability at Rutgers it has cre-
ated. Moreover, it is largely a self-
appointed board; of its 59 members,
48 members are elected by the board
of trustees itself. It seems more like a
secret college society than a public
body.

Throughout its history, Rutgers
University has been a profit center at
the expense of students at Rutgers’
campuses in Newark and Camden.
That inequity is something that our
restructuring effort has sought to cor-
rect. Students at Rutgers-Newark and
Rutgers-Camden are more empow-
ered today despite the board of trust-
ees’ efforts to undermine the status
quo at every turn.

We need to take the next step to
modernize and streamline Rutgers’
governance by eliminating the board
of trustees and placing full and total
responsibility and accountability with
its publicly-appointed board of gov-
ernors. The newly reformed board of
governors should be subject to stron-
ger conflict-of-interest policies and
be subject to full financial disclosure.

With a budget of more than $2.2

billion, we must eliminate every bit
of waste from our state’s flagship
public university. When decisions are
made, we must know exactly where
they come from and who is respon-
sible. A board of governors appointed
by the governor and accountable to
the state’s taxpayers must be that
vehicle.

Appointments to the board of gov-
ernors go through the same process
as selecting members to the Supreme
Court, the College of New Jersey’s
board of trustees and countless other
boards and commissions that operate
effectively and ethically throughout
the state.

When things go wrong at Rutgers,
as they have in a few instances over
the past several weeks and months,
fingers are pointed in a thousand di-
rections as to who can do what to
solve the issue. That must end. The
board of governors is more than ca-
pable of picking up the duties as-
signed to the trustees. The school
does not need dozens upon dozens of
people sitting in the periphery to be
part of the decision-making process.

As I have said on countless occa-
sions, New Jersey suffers from way
too much government. This is ex-
actly the same situation Rutgers is
currently in. It is time to eliminate
redundant leadership positions to
ensure a smoother, more efficiently
run university. Simply because some-
thing has existed for centuries does
not mean it is a good idea.

Sen. Stephen Sweeney
State Senate President

What Independence
Means to You?

As Americans, we have so many
freedoms that we take for granted …
freedom of speech, freedom of reli-
gion, freedom of movement … we
are so accustomed to making choices
in all areas of our lives that our inde-
pendence has become second nature
to us.

But not all Americans are free.
There are people in our midst who
must rely on others to help them with
basic life tasks every day. People
who can’t dress themselves or cook
for themselves, people who suffer
from physical and mental illness.

These are the people that the
Westfield United Fund helps, through
our support of the local human ser-
vices agencies that provide the assis-
tance they need to live their lives with
dignity.

As we celebrate our nation’s inde-
pendence, let’s not forget those who
depend on us.

Together We Make a Difference!
Deirdre Gelinne

Executive Director
Westfield United Fund

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Stre – Straw
2. Cerrial – Pertaining to the bitter oak
3. Baquet – A small tub
4. Rese – To tremble or shake

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

HOAST
1. To cough
2. A small human forest denizen; an elf
3. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin
4. To fall away or decline

POWTER
1. Concerned with petty affairs
2. The act of rubbing; massaging
3. A comon domestic pigeon, with an

inflated breast
4. Persecute; oppress

HOLOUR
1. A large bowl in which fat is burned

by means of a wick
2. A fornicator or whoremonger
3. A confidence man; swindler
4. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.

PRANDIAL
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Given to creeping or crawling
3. Tapering to a point
4. Belonging to a meal, especially din-

ner

Westfield 5k And the
Westfield Food Pantry
As a proud sponsor of the Westfield

5k for several years, UBS Financial
Services of Westfield would like to
extend an invitation to those attend-
ing this event on July 24th to bring
non-perishable food items, in par-
ticular macaroni and cheese, canned
fruit, canned chili, beans, hash and
meals in a can, for donation to the
Westfield Food Pantry. Please visit
our tent at the race as a drop off site.
UBS will be continuing this collec-
tion through July. You may bring
additional donations to our office,
located at 109 North Avenue in
Westfield. Call (908) 928-2024 with
any questions.

Virginia Barattucci
UBS Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Should Colleges And Universities
Be Exempt From Zoning Law?

The New Jersey Legislature is heading in the
wrong direction in its effort to spur economic growth
in the state.

In an effort to create a so-called “level playing
field,” the state Senate has approved legislation, A-
2586/S-1534, that would exempt New Jersey’s pri-
vate colleges and universities from the Municipal
Land Use Law whereby they are currently required
to appear before municipal zoning boards for review
and approval of building and expansion projects.
The legislation is now pending before the Assembly
Budget Committee.

Public colleges and universities in the state al-
ready enjoy this advantage per a ruling in the 1972
case Rutgers v. Piluso, which was decided by the
state’s Supreme Court and later enacted through
legislation.

A-2586/S-1534 is being opposed by the New
Jersey State League of Municipalities, New Jersey
Chapter of the American Planning Association, Si-
erra Club, Preservation New Jersey, New Jersey
League of Women Voters, the Land Use Section of
the New Jersey Bar Association, and New Jersey
History Advocates.

In our view, public colleges and universities also
should be subject to the Municipal Land Use Law.
The height of buildings and increase in students on
campus and overall campus development plans need
to be addressed locally to ensure that, among other
things, police and fire protection and other munici-
pal concerns can be met.

Union Township has been in a battle with Kean
University in recent years over development issues.
Every time the university purchases private property
that lot comes off the tax rolls.

State Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-20th Union)
pointed out on Monday in a press release that under
the New Jersey Economic Opportunity Act of 2013,
Kean would be able to “build three, eight-story
dormitories literally a couple of hundred feet from
the residential neighborhood bordered by Woodland
Avenue and Green Lane.”

“The university has initiated planning, and it needs
the bill to become law to finalize the financial plan
for the project, which by the way will earn the
developer an estimated $5 million over 20 years and
ruin the values of homes all along the western border
of the university,” according to Mr. Cryan’s release.

Seton Hall University has had similar battles with
South Orange over its development plans. The uni-
versity has expanded outside of its main campus

over the past 30 years. The Human Resources De-
partment was moved a block away on South Orange
Avenue while the Alumni Relations Office is now
located on Centre Street near the City of Orange
border. New dorms, a new library, parking deck,
recreation center and seminary have all been built on
the main campus since the 1980s.

Currently, neighbors of the campus are protesting
plans by Seton Hall to construct a new University
Center, according to the South Orange Patch. The
report says the university’s plan, currently being
considered by the South Orange Planning Board,
includes the construction of three temporary build-
ings which include a dining facility.

The expansion of higher-education institutions
into neighboring residential areas presents quality
of life issues for taxpaying residents. Colleges and
universities do not pay taxes, although some make  a
PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes).

In our view, these institutions, as well as churches,
temples, hospitals and non-profits, such as the YMCA
and JCC, also should be paying their fair share of
property taxes. Our reasoning is simple: “If every-
one shares the pain of runaway taxes, then opposi-
tion will get powerful enough to bring a stop to it.”

And all non-profits, including colleges and uni-
versities and local governments, should be required
to present their cases to local zoning boards – other-
wise, what’s the purpose for zoning boards? Are
zoning boards just for controlling the little guys?

We believe the Legislature should kill A-2586/S-
1534 as well as change language in A-3680 to
remove the flaw in the New Jersey Economic Oppor-
tunity Act of 2013.

Tax Innovation
Philadelphia officials have reportedly imposed a

lap dance tax. The Philadelphia Daily News reports
that the lap dance is subject to the city’s 5-percent
amusement tax, which apparently came as a surprise
to two of the City of Brotherly Love’s biggest so-
called gentlemen’s clubs.

A spokesman for Club Risque and Cheerleaders,
said the move is “financial desperation” and part of
an effort by the city to tax the same thing twice.
According to reports, Cheerleaders owes $486,482
and Club Risque owes $320,538. The city audited
the lap dance encounters then “issued an assessment
going back five years,” plus interest and penalties.

“It’s over the top,” he told the newspaper. “Unbe-
lievable.”

OPINION...A LaRoche supporter campaigns in New Providence.

See more letters on page 5

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair, lcarter@ucnj.org

IF IT MOVES,
TAX IT.


