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TOUCH OF IRELAND…Bridget’s Irish Cottage has moved into its new location
at 15 East Broad Street in Westfield, next to G.O. Keller’s. The store features a
large selection of Irish and Celtic merchandise. Attending the recent ribbon
cutting, from left to right, are: Jeff Christakos, Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) Economic Development Committee; Town Councilman Sam Della Fera;
Bridget’s Irish Cottage owners Denise Sweet and Bridget Lawn; Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky; Stephanie Walsh, the mayor’s appointee to the DWC Board of
Directors; Councilman Mark LoGrippo and Heather Robinson, Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce executive director.

Assembly OKs Amendment
To Med. Marijuana Law

TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by Senate Judiciary Chairman Nicho-
las Scutari (D-22, Linden) to amend
the state’s medical marijuana law in
order to promote access to children
with severe illnesses has received fi-
nal legislative approval in the Assem-
bly. The New Jersey Compassionate
Use Medical Marijuana Act was signed
into law in 2010.

The bill was introduced in response
to efforts by a Scotch Plains couple to
obtain what could be life-saving treat-
ment for their 2-year-old daughter,
who is suffering from Dravet syn-
drome, a severe and rare form of
epilepsy that anti-seizure medicine
does not control. The bill would re-
quire that minors be subject to the
same requirements as adults to par-
ticipate in the state’s medical mari-
juana program. The measure is in-
tended to remove barriers to treat-
ment faced by children such as 2-
year-old Vivian Wilson, who had her
first seizure at two months old.

“Our medical marijuana program
should have restrictions in place to
protect against abuse, but it cannot be
so limited that patients who are eli-
gible for the program cannot access

care,” Senator Scutari said. “The
Wilson family has exhausted all treat-
ment options for their child and if
medical marijuana can help reduce
the pain and suffering their toddler is
forced to endure, we have an obliga-
tion to provide it.”

The bill (S-2842) would require
that minors be subject to the same
requirements as adults when seeking
to participate in the state’s medical
marijuana program, except that a
parent or guardian must receive an
explanation of the potential risks and
benefits of the medical use of mari-
juana, and must grant permission for
the child’s medical use of marijuana.

Current regulations prohibit mari-
juana from being dispensed in the
edible form, which in some cases
may be the most appropriate form for
a young child to receive treatment.
Additionally, the bill would remove
restrictions on the number of strains
of marijuana that can be cultivated by
alternative treatment centers under
the program.

The Senate approved the bill by a
vote of 25-14.The Assembly ap-
proved it 55-13-9. It now heads to the
governor’s desk.

Prosecutor Looks to Public
To Help Solve Clark Murder
CLARK – This past Sunday marked

the one-year anniversary of when a
Clark woman was discovered mur-
dered inside her home, the victim of
multiple knife wounds. While the
Union County Homicide Task Force
and the Clark Police Department con-
tinue their investigation, they are ap-
pealing to the public for any informa-
tion that might lead to an arrest.

At approximately 6:48 p.m. on
Saturday, July 7, 2012, Clark Police
were called to 15 Rolling Hill Way on
reports of a deceased female. When
officers arrived, they found the owner
of the home, Vera Pecoraro, 73, in her
living room, the victim of knife
wounds. A son of the victim made the
discovery, Acting Union County Pros-
ecutor Grace H. Park said.

Given the nature of the crime scene,
a determination on the manner of
death was needed by the medical
examiner before the prosecutor’s of-
fice could treat the case as a homicide
and not a possible suicide, Ms. Park
said. However, the county medical
examiner determined that Ms.
Pecoraro was the victim of a homi-
cide.

Investigators believe Ms. Pecoraro
was specifically targeted. There were
no signs of a forced entry, Ms. Park
said. The medical examiner deter-
mined the victim likely died on Fri-
day, July 6, 2012.

“We continue to believe that this
was not a random act and that resi-

dents in the area are not in any dan-
ger,” Ms. Park said. “It is likely, how-
ever, that someone out there has in-
formation that can lead to the capture
of this killer.”

Forensic evidence was recovered
at the scene and detectives have con-
ducted dozens of interviews in the
case and remain vigilant in following
every lead.

To assist in the investigation, de-
tectives are appealing to residents in
the area to think back to that day to
try and remember anything out of
the ordinary they might have wit-
nessed. The homicide occurred just
after the July 4th holiday, and the
weather was similar to this year –
clear skies with the temperatures in
the high 90s.

“Maybe it was a car or van that was
unfamiliar to the neighborhood, or
an unusual sound or activity. The
smallest remembered detail can help
bring about an arrest and answer many
questions,” Ms. Park said.

The Union County Crime Stop-
pers is offering a reward of up to
$5,000 for information that leads to
the arrest and indictment of the per-
son or persons responsible for the
homicide. Anonymous calls may be
placed to (908) 654-TIPS or online at
www.uctip.org www.uctip.org. Ad-
ditionally, anyone with information
may contact Homicide Task Force
Detective Terrance Harrison at (908)
527-3807

NEW LOCATION...The Rug Gallery of Westfield has relocated to 20 Elm
Street at the corner of Elm and Quimby Streets, situated next door to its
previous location. Attending the recent ribbon cutting, from left to right,
are: Westfield Councilman Mark LoGrippo, Gemma LoGrippo, Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) Executive Director Sherry Cronin, Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky, Rug Gallery owner Mike Ahan, Councilman Sam Della
Fera, DWC Economic Development Committee member Jeff Christakos,
and Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director
Heather Robinson.
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One-Stop Service Available
For Voting in Aug. 13 Primary

COUNTY — Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has announced that a
“One-Stop” service is available for Union
County voters at the Westfield and Eliza-
beth offices of the County Clerk.

“Eligible voters are able to apply
for a Vote-By-Mail ballot for the U.S.
Senate Special Primary Election in
person at either one of my offices,
receive their ballot and cast the ballot
at the same time,” Ms. Rajoppi said.
“This one-stop voting service is avail-
able at my Westfield office as well as
at the main office in Elizabeth.”

“The service in Westfield and Eliza-
beth makes voting more accessible,
particularly at the Westfield office
with its convenient Saturday office
hours and evening hours during the
week,” Ms. Rajoppi added. “With the
important August 13th Special Pri-
mary Election for a U.S. Senate seat
approaching quickly, my office is
working to make the voting process
as fast and convenient as we can for
everyone who is registered to vote.”

The deadline to apply for mail-in
ballots is Tuesday, August 6.

The opportunity to Vote-By-Mail in
Westfield and Elizabeth is another ser-
vice available at the County Clerk’s two
offices, along with Passport application
and renewal services, registration of
Trade Names, and the application and
swearing in of Notaries Public.

The Westfield Annex of the county
clerk is located at 300 North Avenue
East, Westfield. Office hours are 8
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and
Thursdays; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays; and 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.

The main office of the County Clerk
is located at the Union County Court-
house, 2 Broad Street, Room 113,
Elizabeth, N.J. Regular office hours in
Elizabeth are Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Vote-By-Mail is an easy, secure pro-
cess that has replaced the absentee
ballot. Voters do not need to give a
reason why they wish to Vote-By-
Mail. To obtain an application form,
voters also may pick up the form at
their local municipal building; they
can download the form at ucnj.org/
vote-by-mail or they can contact the
Union County Clerk at (908) 527-
4996. The Clerk’s website also in-
cludes a video that explains how to fill
out the Vote-By-Mail application form.

State Revenue Collections
Continue Upward Trend

TRENTON – New Jersey revenues
in May exceeded projections for the
sixth consecutive month as collec-
tions of the state’s income and sales
taxes showed continued strength,
according to the state’s Department
of Treasury.

Collections of the income tax to-
taled $805 million, their highest level
on record for the month of May, and
more than 10 percent above the pre-
vious record of $728.9 million set in
May 2010. On a year–over-year ba-
sis, income tax collections were up
by 14.9 percent and, on a monthly
basis, they beat the revised projected
target by 11.6 percent.

Sales tax collections, at $626 mil-
lion, were up 2.8 percent on a year–
over-year basis and were 1.6 percent
ahead of their revised target for the
month.

For the 11 months ended May 31,
income, sales and corporation busi-
ness tax collections were all ahead of
revised projections as were total rev-
enues for the state’s 16 major rev-
enues sources as a group.

“The report reflects ongoing im-
provement in the economic condi-
tions of state residents,” said Charles
Steindel, chief economist for the New
Jersey Treasury Department. “Income
tax collections continue to grow rap-
idly, even after the receipt of large
final payments in April, and sales tax
receipts remain on an upward track.”

Revenues for the transfer inherit-
ance tax and the realty transfer tax
were both slightly below targets
through the end of May, with transfer
inheritance collections 2.8 percent
below revised projections and the
realty transfer tax lagging its revised
projected level by 2 percent.

However, the lower than expected
collections of these and other more

narrowly targeted taxes were offset
by the continuing strength in the
state’s most broadly based taxes.

“As we close out the books on
fiscal year 2013, the same macro
trends we have noted throughout the
past 12 months are continuing to
shape our overall results,” State Trea-
surer Andrew Sidamon Eristoff said.

In response to the June revenue
numbers, state Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) said in a statement, “Six
straight months of revenue growth
clearly indicates that our economic
recovery is real and the Governor’s
policies are working. With a biparti-
san budget in place for 2014 and
revenue growing, our focus should
be en providing a tax cut for the hard-
working people of this state.”

Assembly Republican Budget Of-
ficer Declan O’Scanlon (R-13, Red
Bank) said, “The positive revenue
numbers for Fiscal Year 2013 through
May provide concrete evidence that
New Jersey’s economic recovery is
solid and there is every reason to
continue our optimism. The top-two
revenue generators, income tax and
sales tax collections, showed solid
gains and reflect the nearly 67,000
private sector jobs that have been
created from May 2013 versus the
same month last year.

“The year-to-date trend reinforces
the public and business community’s
belief that our state is headed in the
right direction. We have a solid budget
in place for the new fiscal year and
will finish 2013 on solid ground. Fis-
cal prudence and working with the
business community on ways to im-
prove our economy are paying divi-
dends.”

www.goleader.com

HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY...Union County Freeholder Chairwoman Linda
Carter and Freeholder Alexander Mirabella hand out American flags to the crowds
at the annual Central Jersey Fourth of July Parade in Plainfield this past Saturday.

Procedures In Place to Stop
People From Voting Twice

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – With the Tuesday,
August 13 special Primary election
to fill the late Senator Frank
Lautenberg’s seat approaching, the
Union County Board of Elections
has several procedures in place to
stop people from voting both by
Mail-In Ballot and in person at poll-
ing places.

Board of Elections Administrator
Dennis Kobitz told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times during a phone inter-
view on Tuesday that if a voter ap-
plies for a Mail-In Ballot before the
poll books are printed, the books will
be automatically be stamped “re-
ceived Mail-In ballot.”

If the voter applies for the ballot
after the poll books have been printed,
the county clerk provides the Board
of Elections a daily list of everyone
who applied for ballots.

“And we literally go through the
books and stamp in it, ‘Mail-In
Ballot received’ or ‘applied for
Mail-In Ballot,’” Mr. Kobitz ex-
plained.

If a voter applied for a Mail-In
Ballot in the last few days before an
election, the Board of Elections faxes
the name and voting district to the
municipal clerk of the voter, “who

gives it to the poll worker to make
sure they’re not allowed to vote (at
the polling place),” Mr. Kobitz said.

Voters have until 3 p.m. on the day
before an election to apply for and
complete the Mail-In Ballot at the
county’s office.

In cases where a voter has passed
away, the municipal vital statistics
offices are required to notify the
county Board of Elections within
the first five days of the month of all
residents who died the previous
month. As a backup, the Board of
Elections is linked to the state
website which receives the same
list.

When a voter has passed away the
day before an election, the name
would still appear in the poll book.
Mr. Kobitz said in these cases, the
polling books are updated to reflect
that the voter is deceased, including
the date of death. Thus, when the poll
books are being bar coded, the com-
puter  system will indicate when a
person’s Mail-In Ballot was received
after they died. Those ballots are then
pulled.

Mail-In Ballots are unsealed and
counted on the day of the election.Mr.
Kobitz said the Mail-In Ballots are
usually the first results reported to the
County Clerk’s office on election
night.


