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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WATER BREAK...The Cranford Canoe Club’s annual Fourth of July canoe
race drew a large crowd of participants who were eager to get in the water in order
to beat the heat.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKE YOUR MARK...Participants dart across the starting line in Nomahegan Park in Cranford on July 4 at the 34th
annual Cranford Jaycees’ Firecracker 4 Miler hosted by Investors Bank. The event also featured a raffle and prizes were
awarded during post-race festivities.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IMPROVING EFFICIENCY...Richard Wernsing, PSE&G Manager of Electric
Asset Strategy, left, with Ed Gray, PSE&G Director of Engineering, Transmis-
sion and Distribution, explain improvements PSE&G has made to equipment
and procedures in order to improve PSE&G efficiency.

PSE&G Plans Upgrade to Address
Extreme Weather Problems

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – PSE&G is undertaking
a $3.9-billion, 10-year project to en-
hance its facilities throughout New
Jersey to deal with extreme weather
conditions in future years. PSE&G
has said it does not foresee a rate
increase.

PSE&G’s “Energy Strong” pro-
gram would include protecting more
than 40 utility installations from storm
surges, strengthening distribution
lines, making the electric grid smarter
and thereby easier to restore power,
and modernizing the gas distribution
system, according to the utility.

PSE&G hopes to get the program

approved by the state’s Board of Pub-
lic Utilities (BPU) by the end of the
year, including initial funding ap-
proval of $2.6 billion to be spent in
the first five years, with another $1.3
billion over the following five years.

“The overall goal of Energy Strong
is to improve future storm perfor-
mance throughout the state, not just
in locations where it has happened,”
PSE&G Manager of Electric Asset
Strategy, Richard Wernsing, said dur-
ing a phone interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on July 5.

One of the facilities hardest hit
during Superstorm Sandy was the
Sewaren switching station in
Woodbridge. Mr. Wernsing said op-

tions for this and other switching
stations are to relocate the facility to
higher ground, build a floodwall
around them, or raise the stations. He
said equipment at one of the three
distribution stations at Sewaren, each
with different voltage levels, is being
raised a foot above what is required
by the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) to coincide
with flood maps; an older station is
being eliminated, with another re-
ceiving newer switching equipment
that will be raised off the ground.

The Sewaren facility covers a num-
ber of Middlesex County communi-
ties along with gasoline refineries in
Linden. When Sewaren was flooded
during Sandy and knocked off line, it
caused a ripple effect in the region as
power could not be restored as quickly
as necessary, thus leaving many gaso-
line stations closed and creating lines
of motorists as well as people with
gasoline containers. Energy Strong
does include providing some genera-
tors to gas stations, but Mr. Wernsing
said there would not be enough for all
gas stations.

Westfield, Clark and Fanwood, as
well as other local towns, are sup-
plied power by PSE&G substations.

Mr. Wernsing said it usually takes
four to five days to reopen a switch-
ing station once it floods. Options
like building floodwalls around
switching stations, he said, will help
the stations stay on-line.

“When you put the station back in
[operation], [that] is when you real-
ize how many customers off that sta-
tion are now out of power because of
physical damage on the street,” Mr.
Wernsing said. “So it [flooding of
switching stations] really hurts you
in the restoration process.”

During Hurricane Irene, 13 switch-
ing stations flooded, with 21 stations
sustaining water damage during
Superstorm Sandy, according to
PSE&G spokeswoman Karen
Johnson.

As part of Energy Strong, Mr.
Wernsing said PSE&G plans to elimi-
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UCC to Begin Construction
On Addition In Late Spring

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC) officials said last week that
construction for a new, $14-million
student-services building on the
Cranford campus will begin in May of
2014 and take 12 to 18 months to
complete.

In a presentation before the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
on June 27, Dr. Maris Lown, UCC
vice-president of academic affairs, said
the new building, “will provide much
needed services and replace part of our
oldest structure.”

The new structure will be constructed
between the campus’ main building,
Nomahegan Hall, and MacKay Library.
The two-story structure will include
student support services as well as class-
rooms and administrative offices.

Nick Netta of Netta Architects said
the new 30,000-square-foot student
services building addition will be at-
tached to the eastern edge of the
Nomahegan Building. The addition will
include another 8,000 square feet of
renovated space inside the existing
Nomahegan Building.

He said the addition will be “tucked
in” on the former site of the campus
“Peace Garden” between the
Nomahegan Building and the MacKay
Library. The Peace Garden will be re-
located.

“The addition will have minimal vi-
sual impact on any of the surrounding
areas,” he said.

The first floor of the building will
house the student services center, ad-
ministration offices, a testing center,
meeting rooms for one-on-one ses- CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

sions between counselors and students,
and a payment center.

Dr. Lown said the student services
center would include student counsel-
ing and advising, financial aid, admis-
sions and registration, veterans’ ser-
vices, the college bursar, and student
recruitment offices.

Mr. Netta said student services cur-
rently are scattered around the campus
and that these services will be located
within the new structure.

The second floor will house class-
rooms, mathematics office space and
the office of the mathematics depart-
ment chairman, Mr. Netta said. In total,
the floor will have eight computer labs,
four classrooms and one multi-pur-
pose classroom.

Mr. Netta said a lot of brick and glass
would be utilized in the design of the
building to blend in with the campus,
specifically the MacKay Library. He
said the project would create a campus
quad.

Dr. Lown said while UCC is “at an
all-time high” in enrollment, the col-
lege does not anticipate any dramatic
enrollment increases, as high-school
populations are declining nationwide.
She said the college, the oldest two-
year community college in New Jersey,
serves 13,000 credit students and 20,000
non-credit students, many of who are
first-generation college students who
would not otherwise have this opportu-
nity.

She said additional classrooms are
necessary in order for instructors to be
able to be more creative in their lesson
plans, thus increasing student engage-
ment resulting in higher graduation
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Garwood Council Debates
Property Reassessment
By MEGAN K. SCOTT

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council announced on Tuesday it
would investigate privatizing garbage
pickup and conducting a borough-wide
property reassessment – two issues that
sparked an array of responses.

During Tuesday’s work session,
Councilman Bill Nierstedt proposed a
study into whether a private firm could
collect garbage cheaper than the
borough’s Department of Public Works
(DPW). He said he has asked the super-
intendent to prepare a cost-analysis of
the municipality’s garbage collection.
The DPW collects garbage four days a
week – two days on each side of town.

Mr. Nierstedt said that the borough
would still collect taxes and pay for
garbage pickup, similar to the recy-
cling program, which is contracted out.
“If we can get a lower cost for the
privatization, that would then free up
DPW workers to do other work in town
that needs to be done. I think that’s
something we should pursue,” he said.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
suggested Mr. Nierstedt find out what
other towns in Union County are pay-

ing for private pickup before putting
out a request for bids. According to
Councilman Jim Mathieu, more than
half of the towns in Union County use
private haulers.

Council President Sara Todisco en-
dorsed the idea but cautioned against a
privatization trend that could eliminate
the DPW. She also expressed concern
that if the borough loses the manpower
to pick up its own trash it could get
locked into a private hauler’s price in-
creases.

In other news, Mr. Mathieu reiter-
ated his proposal for a borough-wide
property reassessment, which he said
has not been done in more than 30
years. “In a nutshell, if we’re going to
have property tax as the basis for fund-
ing Garwood’s municipality, then we
have to have an agreement that those
taxes will be based on value that is
somewhat rationally related to market
value,” he said.

He pointed out that he purchased a
home for $383,000 that is assessed at
$82,500, and another home for
$335,000 that is assessed at $106,000.
“It’s completely out of whack, and
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WF Council OKs Demolition of
Homes; Hears WACC Presentation

By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council on Tuesday night
passed a controversial resolution to
approve the demolition of a single-
family, porch-front home at 257 Wal-
nut Street with a vote of 5-1 on Tues-
day, along with 13 other resolutions
within the council’s Finance Policy,
Code Review and Town Property and
Public Works Committees.

The demolition of the residence on
Walnut Street was just one of three
approved at the meeting. Homes lo-
cated at 1059 Prospect Street and 711
Girard Avenue also will be demol-
ished in order to provide more hous-
ing through new, two-family homes.
However, it is the Walnut Street loca-

tion that currently is working toward
gaining historic preservation status,
like that of Kimball Avenue, with its
well-known porch-front, single-fam-
ily, colonial construction.

The decision by the council came
after residents of the Walnut Street
neighborhood voiced opinions on the
construction that could potentially
disrupt the traditional homes known
to Westfield.

Councilman James Foerst said on
behalf of the Code Review and Town
Property Committee that the council
would keep in mind all residents and
their homes within the Walnut Street
neighborhood, as well as the style of
homes that are to be built at each
location.

“The council has really made this a
top priority,” Mr. Foerst said. “The
town council has to remove emotion
from these decisions and it is with a
heavy heart that anyone votes yes for
this approval.”

Councilman Sam Della Fera cast
the one dissenting vote. Council-
woman Vicki Kimmins and Council-
man Frank Arena were absent.

Resolutions for the Library Sum-
mer Program, Alcohol Education
Rehab Fund, contracts for road and
sewer improvements and those al-
lowing the chief financial officer and
tax collector to cancel and refund
fees and to draw warrants for events
in Westfield, such as the recreation
department’s annual Family Fun

Night Swim, also were passed.
An ordinance regarding final ap-

proval of the capital budget totaling
$2,926,000 was passed. Funds will
be distributed among public improve-
ments, additional or replacement
equipment and machinery, new com-
munication and signal systems and
new information technology equip-
ment.

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce also presented its new
after-school program, Young Entre-
preneurs Academy, modeled after a
program begun at Rochester Univer-
sity. This is the first New Jersey com-
munity to participate in the Young
Entrepreneurs Academy; there are
currently 59 of these programs oper-
ating nationwide.

The 30-week program will benefit
high-school students in the Westfield
area, including Westfield, Garwood,
Fanwood, Mountainside and Scotch
Plains. After a selection process in-
cluding an application, interview and
essay, students will have the chance
to build a business – product, service
or non-profit – with the help of teach-
ers and business owners.

By the end of the 30 weeks, stu-
dents also will have the opportunity
to launch their business and compete
nationally. The program is set to run
from October 2013 to June 2014. For
more information, visit the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce website
at westfieldareachamber.com.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GROOVIN’...1910 Fruitgum Company plays at Meisel Avenue Park in Spring-
field during the Fourth of July celebration. Pictured, left to right, are: Glenn
Lewis, Mick Mansueto, Frank Jeckell and Bob Brescia.


