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ARE YOU READY TO LOSE 12 TO 30 LBS. IN 12 WEEKS OR LESS?

www.getinshapeforwomen.com
- Debby Giordano

“GISFW is phenominal!

I have lost 27 lbs., 10% body fat

and 13.75 inches. I feel much

healthier and have double the

energy I use to have.”

A safe, intimate, personal training

studio designed for Women only.

BEFORE

327 South Avenue

Westfield, NJ 07090

908-228-2084

445 Park Avenue

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-755-5025

AFTER

Our program is scientifically

proven to work!

Make this your healthiest summer

yet and show off a new YOU!
Small Group Personal Training

What Moves You?
Call us today - let us customize a success plan for you

* In  total Units Sold, ALl 9  NJ MLS, 2012

                  
Properties Unlimited 

143 Elmer St. Westfield, NJ 
908.233.9292

Find out why                  is #1 in new jersey*

Fourth of July Fireworks, Nomahegan Park, Cranford by Paul Lachenauer

TRUE BLUE...Lt. Kevin Devaney, currently stationed in Ghazni Province,
Afghanistan, with the Army’s 10th Mountain Light Infantry Division, proudly
displays The Westfield  Leader. Lt. Devaney is a former co-captain of the Westfield
High School (WHS) Cross Country Team, Class of 2006. Lt. Devaney’s teacher
and cross country/track coach, Thomas Hornish, organized “Operation: Make
GI Jiminy Cricket's Wish List Come True.” Through the generosity of Mr.
Hornish, his coaching staff, WHS Cross Country Friends of the Track Team,
WHS students and staff and businesses of Westfield, funds and food items were
sent to Kevin's “Joker” Platoon earlier this year. When at home, Kevin is
stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y., where he lives with his wife Emma.  He is the son
of Michael and Susan Devaney of Westfield.

as necessary, thus leaving many gaso-
line stations closed and creating lines
of motorists as well as people with
gasoline containers. Energy Strong
does include providing some genera-
tors to gas stations, but Mr. Wernsing
said there would not be enough for all
gas stations.

Westfield, Clark and Fanwood, as
well as other local towns, are sup-
plied power by PSE&G substations.

Mr. Wernsing said it usually takes
four to five days to reopen a switch-
ing station once it floods. Options
like building floodwalls around
switching stations, he said, will help
the stations stay on-line.

“When you put the station back in
[operation], [that] is when you real-
ize how many customers off that sta-
tion are now out of power because of
physical damage on the street,” Mr.
Wernsing said. “So it [flooding of
switching stations] really hurts you
in the restoration process.”

During Hurricane Irene, 13 switch-
ing stations flooded, with 21 stations
sustaining water damage during
Superstorm Sandy, according to
PSE&G spokeswoman Karen
Johnson.

As part of Energy Strong, Mr.
Wernsing said PSE&G plans to elimi-
nate the Cranford switching station
“and to distribute the (power) loads
to other [facilities] and look for po-
tentially [building] another station
somewhere between Cranford and
Westfield.”

“The Cranford station is just a very
low area and probably not one that is
a good one to remain in,” he said. “So
we are looking at putting the main
transformers that are in the substa-

tion at a different location that would
be less prone to flooding.”

Also included in the Energy Strong
program is replacement of 750 miles
of low-pressure cast iron natural gas
mains in or near flood areas where
water can get into the natural gas
lines when it reaches a certain level,
relocation of 31 electric switching
and substations, smart technology
advancements, utility pole distribu-
tion improvements, burying 20 miles
of overhead electric distribution lines,
and protection of nine natural gas
metering stations and a liquefied natu-
ral gas station in areas impacted by
Sandy or in flood zones.

Another part of Energy Strong is
giving PSE&G workers the capabil-
ity to use their smart phones to take
and upload photos of damaged equip-
ment in the field along with the GPS
location. Mr. Wernsing said this in-
formation would enable the utility to
send crews with the necessary equip-
ment to the location to speed up the
repair and restoration of electric
power.

A decision support system also will
be created to utilize data to prioritize
restoration of power such as to hospi-
tals, police and fire stations and sew-
age treatment facilities. As part of
this effort, the utility plans to add
more switches to be operated re-
motely by PSE&G dispatchers, “to
give us a little bit more flexibility to
do things,” Mr. Wernsing said.

Also, PSE&G is putting plans to-
gether to utilize social media to better
communicate with its customers in-
cluding informing when they will see
power restored in their area. Fiber
optic cables also will be added to
ensure data is transmitted from sub-
stations back to PSE&G’s headquar-
ters in Newark. That did not happen
during Sandy, as most of Verizon’s
communications from phone lines
and frame relay circuits, which
PSE&G utilized, were down.

Ms. Johnson said the BPU would
likely hold three hearings for the pub-
lic to attend. Although a hearing of-
ficer has been selected, the schedule
of hearings has yet to be announced.
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Westfield Zoning Board

dents who would not otherwise have
this opportunity.

She said additional classrooms are
necessary in order for instructors to
be able to be more creative in their
lesson plans, thus increasing student
engagement resulting in higher gradu-
ation rates. Mr. Netta said some 20
mathematics professors currently are
working in a 400-square-foot area
that is inadequate for student learn-
ing.

“We don’t have enough classrooms.
This building will mitigate but not
correct our shortage of classrooms.
We are woefully inadequate in terms
of 21st-century classrooms that will
accommodate 21st-century peda-
gogy. The building is going to help
enormously with the teaching and
learning function,” Dr. Lown said.
“This project is good for students, it’s
good for the community and it is
good for the county,” she added.

In addition to the new building,
one of two entrances/exits to a park-
ing lot on the side of the campus
adjacent to a residential neighbor-
hood is to be closed, with a land-
scaped buffer added to screen the
campus from nearby homes.

UCC also has campuses in Scotch
Plains, Elizabeth and Plainfield. UCC
recently opened its new $48-million,
132,000-square-foot building in
Elizabeth, which is the new home of
Trinitas School of Nursing and the
Industry Business Institute. Both the
Cranford and Elizabeth campuses are
being funded through bonds floated
by the Union County Improvement
Authority.
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GOLDEN MOMENT...Llewellyn and Bridget Jones of Scotch Plains relax with
their son, daughter and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times overlooking the
Golden Gate Bridge on July 5.

The purpose of the appeal was to
compel the owner/developer of the
property to make an application for site
plan approval, as well as all other nec-
essary variances and waivers as may be
required by law. Although identified
by the zoning officer as being a de
minimus change, there is a substantial
change that impacts the required num-
ber of parking spaces, setbacks and lot
coverage, as well as noise being gener-
ated by an increased use. The devel-
oper is looking to increase the footprint
of the present Trader Joe’s from ap-
proximately 9,110 feet to 14,136 feet,
which mandates that a site plan appli-
cation, as well as requested variances,
be sought.

Howard Geneslaw of The Gibbons
Law Firm of Newark, representing
Trader Joe’s East, said the appeal was
moot because the town had already
granted the certificate of occupancy.

Vincent Loughlin, the attorney for
the zoning board, made recommenda-
tions to the board on how to proceed.
The board requires that all applicants
and challengers appear before the board,
which Mr. Hughes did not. Since the
appeal was filed more than 21 days
after the permits were issued, it could
be deemed invalid. Although the board
was minus one voting member, it voted
to deny the appeal. Mr. Hughes had
argued that, “without a public notice,
how was anyone to know what was
going on at the store?” If the permit
appeared in the store window, it does
not say what is being done inside, he
said.

The Westfield Leader attempted to
reach Ms. Neville Tuesday morning to
ask under what circumstances she
would grant a waiver of a site plan
hearing, but she was on vacation.

Ina Giardina of Cranford, who owns
a home on Prospect Street, said her
tenants are complaining about noise
from a refrigeration unit and because
of the increased deliveries during the
night and that the loading dock lacks a
roof, which may cut down on noise.

In the second case involving the
downtown business district, the board
approved a request by Gap Inc. of 205
and 207 East Broad Street for three
wall signs on the East Broad Street
façade and two signs over the rear

entrance, and to replace and relocate
the sign lighting. The town ordinance
allows one sign at the entrance.

Julie Chiu, a store designer for The
Gap, said it is important that shoppers
know that three Gap brands will be sold
in the store: Baby Gap, Gap Kids and
Gap. She said the signs in the back of
the store facing the parking lot are not
easy to see. She also said the balconies
in the front of the store will be placed
closer to the façade and will be raised to
make room for lighting and awnings.
She said that Gap is vacating the store
at the corner of Central Avenue and
East Broad Street. The board approved
the signs.

Also approved was an application
by Douglas and Karen Luka of 637
Roosevelt Street to construct a dormer,
Flavio and Ingrid Cosenza’s of 919
Irving Street request to construct a first-
floor addition and a deck to the rear of
their home, Mr. and Mrs. Ted Vasquez’s
of 604 East Broad Street application to
construct a first- and second-story ad-
dition, Richard and Susan Reich’s of
414 Washington Street request to con-
struct first- and second-story additions,
and an application by Richard and Su-
san Reich of 414 Washington Street to
construct first- and second-story addi-
tions.

A request by Dierdre and Brad Noack
of 214 Euclid Avenue to construct a
front/side wraparound porch was de-
nied, as was an application by Jerome
Semler of 948 Carleton Road to con-
struct first- and second-story additions.
Mr. Semler’s request was denied due to
work that had been done previously at
the home without a permit.

RWM Family, LLC of 562 Spring-
field Avenue, known as the Westfield
Veterinary Group, asked for and was
granted a special meeting in Septem-
ber for preliminary and final site plan
approval. RWM is proposing to demol-
ish all existing structures and build a
new three-story veterinary hospital of
approximately 19,484 square feet with
associated parking, lighting and signage
on the property.

The next regularly scheduled board
of adjustment meeting will be held on
Monday, September 9, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Westfield Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street.

Council President Sara Todisco
endorsed the idea but cautioned
against a privatization trend that
could eliminate the DPW. She also
expressed concern that if the bor-
ough loses the manpower to pick up
its own trash it could get locked into
a private hauler’s price increases.

In other news, Mr. Mathieu reiter-
ated his proposal for a borough-
wide property reassessment, which
he said has not been done in more
than 30 years. “In a nutshell, if we’re
going to have property tax as the
basis for funding Garwood’s mu-
nicipality, then we have to have an
agreement that those taxes will be
based on value that is somewhat
rationally related to market value,”
he said.

He pointed out that he purchased
a home for $383,000 that is assessed
at $82,500, and another home for
$335,000 that is assessed at $106,000.
“It’s completely out of whack, and
that’s just not fair,” he said.

Mr. Mathieu said the matter could
curb redevelopment since new busi-
nesses may be unwilling to pay dis-
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Garwood Council
proportionately higher taxes based on
current rates while older properties
continue to be assessed at values
from 30 years ago. He felt this cre-
ated a situation where new busi-
nesses would be forced to pay more
than their share of taxes to shield
long-time residents from steep in-
creases.

Ms. Todisco said she spoke to Tax
Assessor Annmarie Switzer, who
recommended against a reassess-
ment because of the length of time
that has lapsed since the last one was
done. Regular reassessments gener-
ally occur every five years. A full
evaluation would require an inspec-
tion of every property and cost at least
$200,000, or $50,000 per year over
four years, she said.

The new assessment, Ms. Todisco
said, explaining Ms. Switzer’s argu-
ment, was unlikely to dramatically
change an individual’s relative tax
payments.

Ms. Todisco said she has heard of
cases in other towns where businesses
left to avoid disproportionate taxa-
tion, resulting in steep hikes for
homeowners. But Ms. Switzer does
not see that happening in Garwood
because businesses do not play that
kind of role, she said.

“Two-hundred-thousand dollars,
$50,000 a year, you’re looking at on
the average home assessed at
$100,000, your taxes are going up
$25 thereabouts at least.

“So homes assessed at more would
obviously go up more just to pay for
something that may in the end tell
you, ‘Sorry, your taxes are staying
the same, maybe dropping just a
little bit lower or going up,’” she
said.

When asked by Mr. Mathieu when
the borough should do a reassess-
ment, Ms. Todisco said Ms. Switzer
suggested when the other munici-
palities in the county do one, which
drew laughter from the dais and the
audience. “She also feels that by go-
ing first, we would be paying more in
county taxes,” she said.

At the suggestion of Council-
woman Ann Palmer, Ms. Todisco said
she would invite Ms. Switzer to a
council meeting to address council
members’ concerns.

Mr. Mathieu said it comes down to
“morality and fairness. If we are not
taxing people equally based on their
property values, we are not being
fair, and it is immoral.”

SUMMER INTERN...Katy Keane of Scotch Plains recently completed a summer
internship in Rep. Leonard Lance’s (R-7th) Washington, D.C. office. Pictured,
Katy and Rep. Lance pose in front of the United States Capitol.


