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Heights players in rundowns be-
tween first and second and an-
other between third and home.
Allegro, who pitched four innings,
yielded two runs on seven hits
and walked just two, while strik-
ing out one. Reliever Danny
Varano tossed the fifth and sixth
innings, allowing one run in each.

“We had a couple of bad breaks
there, but the kids played with
heart. We had a strong pitching
performance, and that kept us in
the game. These kids are two
really good baseball teams for
11-years-old,” Coach McCulloch
said.

Bass led Berkeley Heights of-
fensively with three hits,
including a double, three
RBI and a run scored in
three at-bats. Peyton
Hopeck doubled, singled
and scored once.

Westfield avoided a threat
in the top of the first when
Hopeck, who was on sec-
ond with two outs, at-
tempted to score on Bass’
single to center, but a great
relay from Andrew Echausse
to Alliegro to catcher Victor
Coustan nailed him at the
plate. Echausse led off the
Westfield first with a single
but strong Heights’ infield
defense prevented him from
scoring.

The Heights made two
straight fine grabs in the
outfield to hold Westfield

scoreless in the second then in
the third, Heights batter Rich
Wood slashed a one-out single
but became the first victim of a
rundown. Vinny Mellusi followed
with a single, but the next batter
flew out to center.

Westfield manufactured a run
in the third. Three walks loaded
the bases then Kessler was hit on
the forearm, allowing Dom
Maurillo to trot home. In the
fourth, Hopeck hopped a leadoff
double, sped to third on a passed
ball but got nabbed in a rundown
between third and home.
McCulloch walked and scored on
Bass’ double then Peter Woo
looped an RBI single to center,
making the score, 2-1.

Meisleman’s two-run single put
Westfield ahead, 3-2, but the
Heights knotted the score in the
fifth when Matt Yoss brought Matt
Sternheim home with an RBI
single. Echuasse made a great
backhand stab at short and con-
verted it to a putout then second
baseman Maurillo followed with
a slick snag to prevent further
scoring.

Kessler cranked his two-run

double in the fifth then Heights
added its final run in the sixth
when Hopler, who singled, scored
on Bass’ single to center. In that
inning, Pansini, who was playing
short, made a fine grab then tossed
to Alliegro, who scooped the throw
at first to make the putout.

“Great fielding by both teams!
Berkeley Heights had a fantastic
game as well. Every time we play
them, games are close,” Coach
Ament said.

Berkeley Hts. 000 211 4
Westfield 001 22x 5


