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Clutch hits in the fourth and
fifth innings allowed the Westfield
11-year-old baseball team to
scoot past a solid Berkeley
Heights team, 5-4, in North Jer-
sey All-Star League play at
Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on
June 27.

In addition to clutch hits, both
teams displayed aggressive hit-
ting and base running, poised
defensive plays and strong pitch-
ing.

“I basically tell our team that
there are three things they need
to do to be competitive in every
game, throw strikes when you
are pitching, play defense when
you are in the field and get on
base. We did all three of those
today. The kids made plays when
they needed to make plays. They

got on base and made smart
base running decisions. We came
through with clutch hits when we

needed to,” Westfield Head Coach
Noah Ament said.

“Good pitching, good fielding

by both teams and some timely
hitting by Westfield put them in
the lead. We didn’t make a lot of
mistakes. They beat us tonight.
That’s all! They made some great
plays,” Berkeley Heights Head
Coach Scott McCulloch said.

Westfield’s first clutch hit came
off the bat of Henry Meiselman in
the bottom of the fourth. Leadoff
batter Jack Riley walked, ad-
vanced to second on a wild pitch
and stole third. Christian Pansini
followed with a walk and stole
second then Meiselman, who
whacked a ground-rule double in
the second, chopped a two-run
single over first base to give
Westfield a 3-2 lead.

The final clutch hit came in the
fifth with the score tied 3-3. Ethan
Ament drew a leadoff walk and
stole second. Tim Alliegro singled
to center and stole second to put

runners on second and third then,
with two strikes on him, Will
Kessler drilled a two-run double
down the first baseline to put
Westfield ahead, 5-3.

“With two strikes, kids are
taught to drive the ball to the
opposite field. That’s what Will
Kessler did with men on second
and third,” Coach Ament said.

Berkeley Heights starting
pitcher Ryan Devanney permit-
ted just two runs on two hits in
three innings, while walking five,
hitting a batter and striking out
two. Sam Bass relieved Devanney
after he walked the first batter in
the fourth inning and allowed
three hits, while walking two.

Berkeley Heights out-hit
Westfield, 10-5, but Blue Devil
left-handed starting pitcher
Alliegro managed to catch two

MEISELMAN SIZZLES 2-RUN SINGLE, RAPS DOUBLE; KESSLER CRACKS 2-RUN DOUBLE

Westfield Baseball 11s Scoot by Berkeley Heights 11s, 5-4
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