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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Timidity at the plate was not an
issue when the Westfield Blue
baseball team and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Blue met for the
second time in the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament semifi-
nals at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield on June 26.

Unlike in the first game at
Gumbert 2 Field where Westfield
rallied with five runs in the fifth
inning to top the Raiders, 8-4, in
Pool B play, the Blue Devils ex-
ploded with 11 runs in the first
inning, and despite a gallant ef-

fort from the Raiders, went on to
win the game, 16-6, in four in-
nings to advance to the champi-
onship game to face Millburn on
June 27.

The showdown featured three
colossal home runs, gutsy base
running and several fine defen-
sive plays. Blue Devil leadoff hit-
ter Matt McIntyre led the Blue
Devils’ 13-hit attack by reaching
base all four times, which in-
cluded a two-run home run, an
RBI single and another single,
while scoring three times and
stealing a base. John Koseoglu,
who scored in both of his at-bats,

led the Raiders with a two-run
home run and a single, and Dan
Wilkinson, in two plate appear-
ances, walked and launched a
towering two-run shot.

“We knew it was going to be a
tough game. We played a close
game with them [last time]. Both
teams came to hit the ball today.
We wanted to make a point to be
rested up and to come out hit-
ting. Our hitting is a strength for
us, and we wanted to make sure
we came out and used that
strength. That first inning did
that for us,” Westfield Blue Head
Coach Chris Flynn said.

“It’s 12-year-old baseball and
you got to hit and you got to stay
in it. You let yourself get beat,
and it’s over automatically. We
put the ball in play, and we never

stopped. We kept fighting until
the end. That’s all we can ask
from these guys,” Raider Blue
Head Coach Andrew Mulvee said.

Westfield Blue’s Sean Flynn
walked twice and added a two-
run single, while scoring all three
times. Matt Crowley lined a two-
run single and an RBI double,
scored twice and swiped a pair of
bases. Mike Carlone tapped a
pair of RBI singles, scored once
and stole two bases. Jack
DiFilippo went 2-for-3 with a run
scored, an RBI and a stolen base.
Jack Sandstedt (stolen base) and
Adam Holtzman both singled and
scored once, and Brendan Cox
rapped a two-run single. MJ
Catanzaro scored twice and
swiped a base. Charlie Riley
walked and scored once, Aiden
Gilman walked and TJ Duffy
rapped a sharp grounder to short-

stop.
Raider Miles Owens drilled a

two-run double, Ted Giandana
walked and scored, singled and
stole a base. Willy Gale doubled
and scored once. Nick Merkel
scored once and swiped two
bases, and John Kaminskas
singled and was robbed of a hit
when centerfielder McIntyre
made a sliding snag. Westfield
pitcher Catanzaro absorbed a
wicked line drive off the bat of
Tom Laucik, and shortstop
Carlone made a fine play on a
difficult chopper from Josh
Canavan.

The Raiders’ bats livened early
with two runs in the top of the
first inning. Gale ripped a leadoff
double and Koseoglu, who went
3-for-3 in the first meeting, lined
his two-run shot over the left-
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