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“Man of Steel”
Appropriately Super

3 and ½ popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 Dear reader, before I tell you how
much I enjoyed director Zack
Snyder’s “Man of Steel,” let me save
you a few bucks. Skip the 3-D ver-
sion. Virtually ineffectual, I suspect
whatever afterthought process they
employed proved a Kryptonite to the
film’s color quality. That noted, be
aware that I have never been so sure
that Superman indeed exists.

 Embodied in appearance and
moral stature by handsome Henry
Cavill, the origins and lore of the title
character are entertainingly retold,
thrillingly reminding us why we’ve
become so enamored of the famous
American legend in the first place. He
showcases it with aplomb: X-ray vi-
sion, great feats of strength and, oh
my, the flying was never better.

 It may be a bit of an oxymoron, but
the comic book hero created in 1933
by high school students Jerry Siegel
and Joe Shuster now gets his most
realistic interpretation, and yet hap-
pily doesn’t relinquish the great fan-
tasy and hope that shape the core of his
essence. Most of all, he is good, a
beacon of honesty and compassion
that can sure comfort a kid.

 As this latest exploit unfolded, I
joyfully remembered poring over the
avalanche of back issue D.C. Comics
in Norman Ginsberg’s basement,
surely the greatest such repository in
the Western World. Doubtless, today
its contents would rival civilization’s
great fortunes. We’d read and read,
occasionally interjecting with suppo-
sition, inquiry and pontification.

 Of greater ecstasy, though, which
this film permutation reminds of
most, was getting the very latest
issue of Superman when it arrived at
Krupman’s candy store (Krupmans
large and small lived in the back). It
was a dime. You could get two
Hershey bars for that. And it felt
thin, not yet transformed to the eter-
nally thumbed-through heft of its
predecessors.

 Nonetheless, this early acquain-
tance with extravagance was exhila-
rating. I rubbed my palm across the
sleek cover, held it up to smell its
freshness before imbibing, and then
hesitated yet another moment, as if
saving a special morsel on my din-
ner plate for last…knowing that the
sooner I started, the sooner all this
great preciousness would end.

 Thus, I posit, director Snyder and
Mr. Cavill’s newest Superman man-
age to tell not only the glory of one
who could give all the world’s evil-
doers a good what for, but also make
that personal connection to us. There
is an extra touch of class behooving
the superhero emeritus, the one who
would instate the genre and pave the
way for all other superheroes.

 Moving to and fro across the time
continuum, from Superman’s birth
on the dying planet of Krypton,

where scientist dad Jor-El (Russell
Crowe) launches baby Kal-El to his
date with destiny on Earth, to his
current exploits, Mr. Snyder weaves
his tale well. Metaphors

and references smartly set up the
flashbacks and fast forwards, and
populate the scenario.

 But, just to be sure it also pleases
those who couldn’t care less about
any of that legacy stuff, “Man of
Steel” doesn’t take a backseat to any
FX extravaganza on the big screen
today. Krypton exile General Zod,
as worthy a villain as Superman is a
savior, isn’t very happy about Kal-
El’s smuggled departure. This makes
for galactic battle scenes galore.

 Played by Michael Shannon, the
Machiavellian general, a colleague
of Jor-El’s before Krypton’s sad fate
caused a difference of opinion, is
into the super stuff, too, as in super
race and Krypton über alles. For
complex DNA reasons having to do
with a MacGuffin known as the Co-
dex, his imperialistic aims require
Superman be extricated from Earth.

 Hence, though the screenplay
nicely iterates all the trials and tribu-
lations of growing up with and learn-
ing to handle one’s extraordinary
powers—which I’m sure we can all
relate to - Zod’s incursion repre-
sents Superman’s trial by fire. Ex-
hilarating, it smartly mixes with
heady polemical ruminations about
the eternal war between democracy
and fascism.

 And, lest we forget many an
American adolescent’s earliest en-
counter with romance, Amy Adams’s
winsome yet gutsy Lois Lane vi-
brantly enters stage right. Nicely
woven into the fabric of what is
essentially an allegory about immi-
gration and attitudes thereof, she’ll
ensure that the super refugee is fa-
miliarized with our real national
pastime.

 Among other personae vital to
Superman’s education, Russell
Crowe is strong as his biological
dad; Diane Lane and Kevin Costner
are touching as Smallville’s Ma and
Pa Kent, respectively; and, teaching
our man that what doesn’t kill you
makes you stronger, alluring Antje
Traue is a force to be contended with
as Zod’s henchwoman, Faora-Ul.

 This all makes for a fine time at the
Bijou, but not just because of the
adventure or clever scripting. It’s the
iconically American subtext. While
we have no equivalent of the Iliad to
extol our ethos save for patriot Joel
Barlow’s (1754-1812) never popu-
larly embraced “Vision of Colum-
bus,” “Man of Steel” gloriously and
intelligently celebrates our mettle.

…
 “Man of Steel,” rated PG-13, is a

Warner Bros. release directed by Zack
Snyder and stars Henry Cavill, Amy
Adams and Michael Shannon. Run-
ning time: 143 minutes

SCIENCE IN THE GARDEN…Sixth grade science classes at Edison Intermedi-
ate School in Westfield used computerized probes to test the soil temperature in
three different areas – covered garden beds, uncovered garden beds, and one of
the beds in the front of the school. The technique provides students with hands-
on learning that integrates interactive visualization, data collection and analysis
in an engaging way. Under the direction of science Terri Squillace, Science
teacher, they were then able to discuss and learn about the differences between
the soil composition of the raised beds compared to the “nature exposed” soil
around the building. Pictured here are Edison Intermediate School students
Ashlen Suen and Joe Herzog, at the entrance to one of the covered garden beds,
referred to as a “cold frame.”

Fairfield University
Awards Degrees

FAIRFIELD, Conn. – Fairfield Uni-
versity, a Jesuit university founded in
1942 in Fairfield, Conn., awarded
1,279 degrees at its 63rd Commence-
ment on May 19 during two ceremo-
nies on campus, one in the morning for
undergraduates, and one in the after-
noon for those receiving graduate and
doctorate degrees.

The following area residents received
degrees: Mark Fischetti, a resident of
Westfield, received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from Fairfield University’s
College of Arts and Sciences; John
Kropa, a resident of Cranford, received
a Bachelor of Science degree from
Fairfield University’s College of Arts
and Sciences; Connor Leahey, a resi-
dent of Cranford, received a Bachelor
of Science degree from Fairfield
University’s Dolan School of Busi-
ness.

Union County Brings Art to
Family Caregivers

AREA - The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders announced
the renewal of its successful inno-
vative program to bring the arts to
the homes of full-time unpaid fam-
ily caregivers of care recipients over
60 years old.

The free program will provide
artists who come to the caregiver’s
home in a series of visits, bringing
art personalized to suit their indi-
vidual needs and interests. Some
examples of visits include: writers
to help document family stories or
teach how to keep a journal; live
musical performances, to share with
friends or each other; portraits done
from life or favorite photographs;
art projects for caregivers and care
recipients to do together; lessons in
drawing, watercolor, keyboard
playing, and drama.

“The time and energy-consum-
ing responsibilities of full-time fam-
ily caregivers often prevent them
from participating in the arts they
love,” said Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, liaison to the Cultural
and Heritage Programs Advisory
Board. “Our participating artists
provide a fulfilling creative experi-
ence for the caregivers.”

In addition to caring for a family
member, the caregiver may also
work a full-time job outside the
home. As long as the care recipient
is older than 60 and both live in
Union County, they are eligible.
While focused on the caregiver, the
program can benefit everyone in
the family.

The Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs is coordinating this
unique program, which is made pos-
sible by grants from the Union

County Division on Aging and the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts. The program is free to
caregivers; however, voluntary do-
nations are gratefully accepted and
used to expand the program.

For more information about arts
in the home, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth; telephone (908) 558-2550. NJ
Relay users dial 711. Or send e-
mail to culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Emory College
Announces Dean’s List

ATLANTA, Ga. - The following
student was named to the Dean’s List
of Emory College of Arts and Sci-
ences, the undergraduate, liberal arts
college of Emory University for the
2013 spring semester. Students must
be in the top 20 percent of Emory
College or have approximately a 3.85
grade point average or higher to be
named to the Dean’s List.

Jacob Harris of Westfield.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Westfield’s Master Technology teachers
Nancy Latimer, left, and Jeanine Gottko.

WF Educators Presenters At
Annual Conference

WESTFIELD - At this year’s
“Weathering the Storm with Opti-
mism” conference of New Jersey
school administrators, representa-
tives from the Westfield Public
Schools discussed the district’s tech-
nology initiative.

Paul Pineiro, Assistant Superin-
tendent of Curriculum, Instruction,
and Program, presented an overview
of the “Walls to Windows” initiative
and noted that the partnership for
21st Century Skills says today’s
schools must “bridge the gap be-
tween how students live and how
they learn.” He explained that
Westfield’s “Walls to Windows” tech-
nology initiative put in place the in-
frastructure needed to bridge the gap,
but it was the deployment of two
district-wide, full-time Master Tech-
nology Teachers that brought the vi-
sion to life.

Westfield’s Master Technology
teachers Nancy Latimer and Jeanine
Gottko joined Mr. Pineiro as pre-
senters at the conference. They de-
scribed their staff room “Tech-Talks,”
after-school workshops, in-class sup-
port, daily blogs and web pages –
just a few of the ways these tech
coaches have empowered teachers
to transform their classroom into true
21st century learning environments.

They individually explained how

they initially went about implement-
ing the position by taking a survey of
Westfield schools to determine their
professional development needs (the
what, when, and how of delivery)
and describing the methods by which
they began to work with the schools
(introductions to principals, speak-
ing at faculty and department meet-
ings, etc.). They showed their Web
sites and how they are used as com-
munication vehicles for teachers to
not only contact them, but also for
information regarding a myriad of
instructional technologies. The pre-
sentation concluded with a discus-
sion of the implementation of iPads
in the schools and a question and
answer session.

Westfield High Students See
With ‘Eyes Wide Open’

WESTFIELD — A combined lan-
guage arts, social studies and art project
called “Eyes Wide Open” has been
completed at Westfield High School
created by students and staff in the
Project ’79 program.

Displaying a large blank sheet of
black paper on a wall outside the guid-
ance office, a prompt was written in
the middle for which students through-
out the school could respond using
chalk. Over several weeks, the prompts
changed and included: I wish, I dream,
and we see. As passersby added com-
ments to the paper, they were asked by
Project ‘79 students if they wanted a
photograph of their eyes to be in-
cluded, along with a video statement
explaining their response.

Project ’79 students used iPads to
photograph eyes and take video clips
of the responses. The eyes surrounded
the black paper and “looked over” the

responses that had been made to the
prompt.

The concept began as the Project
’79 students were reading “The Great
Gatsby,” which has several references
to eyes.

Art teacher, Roy Chambers, ex-
plained that the project encouraged
“students to see the world from differ-
ent and larger perspectives.”

All of the eyes, video comments,
and photos were combined together
into a short multi-media movie with
music that can be viewed at:
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=tD9oSbBENVQ. It includes
an original music score by Shayfer
James, a former Westfield High School
graduate.

Project ’79 is Westfield’s award-
winning alternative approach to edu-
cation which continues to help stu-
dents reach their full potential.

I WISH...A combined Language Arts, Social Studies and Art project called “Eyes
Wide Open” has been completed at Westfield High School created by students
and staff in the Project ’79 program to help students see the world from different
and larger perspectives.

WHS Student Attends Girls’
Career Institute

WESTFIELD  — The Woman’s
Club of Westfield (WCW) was pleased
to recently sponsor Amanda Santos, a
rising senior at Westfield
High School (WHS) to
take part in a four day
Girls’ Career Institute
program held on
Douglass-Residential
College campus at
Rutgers University.

This mini-college ex-
perience included lec-
tures and workshops, ca-
reer opportunities for
women detailed and dis-
cussed along with sports
activities and social time.
The theme for this adventure is “You
Can Make It Happen!” a topic suitable
for young women of today looking
forward to college and future careers.

Amanda, the daughter of Claudia
and Elton Santos, found learning about
different occupational opportunities

in fields such as medicine,, engineer-
ing and veterinary science interesting
and informative. She enjoyed meeting

new girls from all over
the state of New Jersey
with varied interests but
common bonds. The girls
met as strangers and
made lasting friendships.

Students attending the
program were endorsed
by their individual
schools on the basis of
ability, service and par-
ticipation in school ac-
tivities. WCW along with
other Woman’s Clubs
throughout the state of

New Jersey sponsor students each year
to attend this event.

The New Jersey State Federation of
Women’s Clubs helped to found
Douglass College in the year 1912
and has championed The Girls’ Ca-
reer Institute since 1947.

Photo courtesy of Simon Lee
FLOWER POWER…The Lincoln School PTO recently transformed the school’s
grounds into a “Flower Patch” where students could select and purchase spring
blooms. Students also enjoyed spending time outdoors listening to stories that
enhanced learning about flowers. Pictured is Principal Audrey Zavetz with
kindergarteners from Josephine Ho’s and Linda Steele’s morning classes.

Amanda Santos

Family Fun and Flix to
Show ‘Hotel Transylvania’

AREA - The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders and the De-
partment of Parks and Community
Renewal are happy to announce the
next evening of “Family Fun and
Flix” – the free summer entertain-
ment and film series on Tuesday eve-
nings – on July 16 in Warinanco Park.
The evening will feature a discussion
and display about the birds of Union
County followed by a showing of the
animated comedy “Hotel
Transylvania,” which will give fami-
lies a chance to enjoy an outdoor ac-
tivity and catch a movie under the
stars in a Union County park.

Come to Warinanco Park, on the
border of Elizabeth and Roselle, Tues-
day, July 16, at 7:30 p.m. when natu-
ralists from Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center will be on hand with the
Ecovan to talk about the diversity of
bird life in the Watchung Reservation
and the rest of Union County. Dis-
cover what makes birds different from
other animals and examine feathers,
bones, nests and eggs. Then sit back at
dusk and watch as Dracula, owner of

a hotel where monsters go to take a
rest from human civilization, must
deal with a visit by an ordinary 21-
year-old traveler in the 2012 animated
monster comedy, “Hotel
Transylvania,” featuring the voices of
Adam Sandler, Selena Gomez, Kevin
James, Fran Drescher, Cee Lo Green
and Molly Shannon.

The other dates and locations for
this summer’s Family Fun and Flix
are: Tuesday, July 23, at Warinanco
Park: The Trailside Ecovan will fea-
ture a display about turtles, snakes and
other local reptiles before the ani-
mated fantasy comedy, “Brave.”

Tuesday, August 6, at Meisel Park,
Springfield: Be part of National Night
Out, starting at 6 p.m., before viewing
the animated family comedy,
“Cloudy with a Chance of Meat-
balls.”

Tuesday, August 13, at Conant
Park, in Hillside: The Trailside
Ecovan will feature a display about
reptiles, before the animated com-
edy, “Madagascar 3: Europe’s Most
Wanted.”

Westfield Community Band
Premiers ‘Casey at the Bat’
WESTFIELD - The Westfield Com-

munity Band, under the direction of Dr.
Thomas Connors, continues its 101st
season with a concert program featur-
ing the greatest American composers
of the 20th Century. This concert will
take place on Thursday, July 11, at 7:30
p.m. in Mindowaskin Park.

Highlighting this concert will be the
band’s premier performance of the
Ernest Thayer’s poem “Casey at the
Bat,” set to music by
Randol Alan Bass and
narrated by New Jersey
vocalist Kerry Stubbs.

For many years, Mr.
Stubbs has been a fea-
tured performer at
Westfield’s Memorial
Day Parade, where he
performs “God Bless
America” at the conclu-
sion of the parade’s open-
ing ceremony. Mr. Stubbs,
a tenor, received his Bach-
elor of Music degree in
vocal performance from Westminster
Choir College in Princeton. With over
20 years of professional performing
experience, he has performed through-
out New Jersey and the greater New
York City area with the Westminster
Symphonic Choir and the Westminster
Opera Theatre. He has also performed
at Avery Fischer Hall with the New
York Philharmonic and the Vienna Phil-
harmonic Orchestra and toured
throughout Italy with the Holland En-
semble. Most recently he appeared in
recital at the Trinity Episcopal Church
Concert Series. He is also a member of
the New York-based Tribe of Levi En-
semble, under the direction of M. Roger
Holland II. His other performing cred-
its include several performances in Off-
Broadway productions and on public
television. Currently, Mr. Stubbs is a
music educator with the Elizabeth
Board of Education.

The band will also premier its per-
formance of John Philip Sousa’s “Hu-
moresque On Swanee,” the well known
1919 George Gershwin composition
made famous by singer Al Jolson. Other
American composers featured in the
band’s program include Aaron Copland
(“An Outdoor Overture”), Frank
Erickson (“Toccata for Band”),
Leonard Bernstein (West Side Story),
Richard Rodgers (South Pacific) and

E.E. Bagley (“National
Emblem March”).

The band rehearses each
Wednesday evening from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in the
Community Room in the
Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad
Street. The band’s mem-
bership includes musi-
cians from age 16 to age
86, including many active
and retired music educa-
tors. Under the music di-
rection of Dr. Thomas

Connors, director of Instrumental Mu-
sic Studies and an assistant professor of
music education at Kean University,
the band performs a wide variety of
concert band literature, including many
contemporary compositions. Experi-
enced area musicians who are inter-
ested in a position with the band should
contact band president Barry Rosenberg
at (908) 337-9073 or
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

Westfield Community Band Press
Release – Page 2

The band’s Summer Concert Series
is sponsored by the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, Bruce Kaufman,
Director. Chairs and blankets are rec-
ommended. In the event of rain, the
concert will take place in the Westfield
Community Room, located in the West-
field Municipal Building. The band
concludes its Summer Concert Series
with a concert on Thursday, July 18.

Kerry Stubbs

Deutscher Club to
Host Authentic

German Biergarten
CLARK - The Deutscher

Club  will host an authentic
German Biergarten on Friday,
July, 12, from 5:30 to 10 p.m.
at the Deutscher Club of Clark,
787 Featherbed Lane, Clark.

The event is open to the pub-
lic and will be held rain or
shine. Admission is $2 per per-
son.

The vent will feature a
Mercedes Car Show, live mu-
sic and German and American
food and beverages will be
available.

No outside food or bever-
ages permitted. No bicycles,
skates, skateboards, scooters
or glass containers permitted.
No pets allowed at any time.

For information call (732)
574-8600 of visit
www.deutscherclub.us.


