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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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FAIR TAX SUPPORTERS...The Scotch Plains Republican Committee spon-
sored a presentation on the Fair Fax proposal now before both Congress.
Attending the presentation, from left to right, are:  Scotch Plains GOP Chairman
Al Smith, GOP Committeeman Tom Strowe, GOP freeholder candidate Ira
Geiger  and Scotch Plains resident Rich Polhamus. The presentation was part of
the  committee’s summer lecture series.

Holt, Pallone Praise Obama
On ‘Climate Change’

Mayors Agree on Alternative
Plan for Flood Control

REGION  – At a recent meeting of the
Mayors Council on Rahway River Wa-
tershed Flood Control at McLoones in
West Orange, the mayors preliminarily
agreed to a plan to be presented to the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that could
form the basis of the optimal flood
control alternative. The mayors’ alterna-
tive would modify the South Mountain
Regional Detention Dam size, continue
the road through the area, urge recre-
ational improvements there and move
project closer to Campbell’s Mill Pond.
The plan would contain elements of
Lenape and Robinson’s Branch storage
and channel improvements in and around
Cranford.

It is expected that the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP)
will publicly present the national alter-
native in September from a group of
seven different alternatives to maximize
flood control solutions. The New Jersey
DEP Commissioner Bob Martin has
said that once an alternative is selected
the state will fund some of the evalua-
tions to accelerate the work needed to
arrive at a final plan.

The South Mountain Detention
Dam would lower river elevations by
almost three feet in Millburn, Spring-
field and Union and benefit
Maplewood on the east branch of the
Rahway River lowering elevations
there and providing a lower level in
Cranford, Kenilworth and Rahway.
For Cranford and Rahway, the up-
stream floodwater storage during
peak storm events would allow local

projects such as channel improve-
ments and other storage projects to
proceed, according to a press release
issued by the mayors council. In
Cranford, the lower elevation is esti-
mated at more than four feet.

The mayors council has continued
to work on refinements to the pro-
posed project to reduce costs and
accelerate the process. At the mayors
council meeting a presentation was
made by representatives of Winning
Strategies Mike Merola on ways a
federal strategy could help move for-
ward the selected project to being
funded and implemented.

The mayors also heard from Leo
Coakley, a Hatch Mott engineer, on an
agreement with Essex County and the
City of Orange to study the current
protocol on the lowering of the Or-
ange Reservoir prior to major storms
without impacting the county’s facili-
ties. That effort has begun.

The mayors council also met re-
cently with the Essex County Execu-
tive Joe DiVincenzo, Jr. led by
Millburn Mayor Sandy Haimoff in
the county executive’s office. The
county executive has said he remains
open to the various proposals to bring
flood control downstream.

“The major key is to ensure that
county facilities such as the road sys-
tem and park are not adversely im-
pacted,” according to the press release.

“We appreciate the openness of the
county executive so we can try to find the
best flood control alternative and protect
our residents,” Mayor Haimoff said.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

258 E. Broad St. Westfield, NJ 07090

908-228-2284

Between Windmill Restaurant and Thinka Dinka.

Open Daily Tuesday-Sunday. Closed Mondays.

You Would be Surprised at

How Great Your Taste Is!

Superior Design Services to Bring Your Rooms to Reality!

We are easy to work with,

We create the most livable, stunning rooms anywhere,

We have the best companies with the best furniture

For the best prices available!

We guarantee it!

Legislature Takes Action
On Bills in Trenton

TRENTON – The New Jersey Leg-
islature last week took action a num-
ber of pieces of legislation. A synop-
sis is provided below:

Bipartisan legislation that will help
protect infants from contracting per-
tussis (whooping cough) from adults
received General Assembly approval.

A-3978 would require hospitals
and birthing facilities to provide new
mothers, both birth and adoptive
mothers, with information about the
pertussis vaccines for adults.

* * * *

The full Assembly approved a two-
bill package, A-4171 and A-4172, spon-
sored by Assembly Democrats to boost
funding for women’s health care in the
fiscal year 2014 budget. The measures,
sponsored locally by Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains),
would restore funding vetoed by Gov-
ernor Chris Christie for women’s health
centers and expand Medicaid coverage
under new federal law to help serve
some of the state’s poorest women. The
bills now await final legislative ap-
proval by the full Senate.

* * * *

Legislation, A-3690, to address
violence as a public health crisis and
establish a nine-member panel to
study violence in the state, its causes
and effects has been advanced by the
Assembly. The measure passed the
Senate in May and now heads to the
Governor for further consideration.

* * * *

Legislation, A-3598/S-2588, spon-
sored by Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), that
would permit municipal courts to
establish a conditional dismissal pro-
gram, similar to the existing supervi-
sory treatment programs for pre-trial
intervention and conditional dis-
charge, has been unanimously ap-
proved by the state Senate.

* * * *

Legislation (S-2291/A-3546) that
would eliminate the requirement that
full-time students enrolled at four-
year institutions or county colleges
maintain health insurance has been
approved by the Assembly.

* * * *

The Assembly has approved legis-
lation that would increase fines and
jail sentences for illegal cigarette
smuggling and avoiding the payment
of the appropriate tax in New Jersey.
S-2516/A-3278 would stiffen the
penalties for offenses such as selling
cigarettes without a license, purchas-
ing or selling unstamped cigarettes
or refusing to produce business
records pertaining to the purchase,
sale or transportation of cigarettes.

Under New Jersey’s Cigarette Tax
Act, New Jersey residents are not
permitted to possess or consume un-
taxed, improperly stamped or
unstamped cigarettes. Criminal and
civil statutes apply in either of these
circumstances.

* * * *

Legislation, A-4188, intended to
prevent employees who return to work
from illegally collecting government
benefits has been approved by the
Assembly.

An identical bill, S-2740, was
unanimously approved by the Senate
Labor Committee on May 9.

* * * *

Legislation that would clarify elec-
tronic funds transfers (EFTs) fall within
the criminal statute concerning the issu-
ing of bad checks has been approved by
the Assembly.

The bill was released with unanimous
approval by the Assembly Financial In-
stitutions and Insurance Committee.

* * * *

A-4116 that would permit horse
racing to a beach in Atlantic City and
wagering at the annual Far Hills Race
Meeting has been introduced in the
Assembly. The annual meeting has
helped raise more than $18 million to
the Somerset Medical Center’s can-

cer center since 2007. The Far Hills
race attracts 35,000 spectators.

* * * *

Legislation sponsored by Assem-
blywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-21,
Summit) that increases fines for driv-
ers speaking on a hand-held phone or
texting while operating a vehicle has
been signed into law by Governor
Chris Christie.

In addition to fines, a motorist
would face forfeiture of their right to
operate a motor vehicle for 90 days
on a third violation of texting or driv-
ing while using a hand-held phone.
In addition, a person convicted of a
third or subsequent violation will be
assessed three motor vehicle penalty
points.

* * * *

Legislation that would eliminate
the 10 percent surcharge on employer
unemployment  insurance taxes busi-
nesses would face beginning July 1
has been approved by the Assembly.
S-2404 (A-4112/A-3675) delays the
surcharge payment until July 1, 2014.

* * * * *

Campaign ethics reform legisla-
tion, A-4314, designed to prevent the
dissemination of fraudulent commu-
nications, such as “robo calls,” from
individuals falsely claiming they are
representing a candidate or his/her
campaign, has been introduced in the
Assembly. The legislation would also
increase the fine and penalty for any
violations from a disorderly person’s
offense to a third degree crime, which
calls for a three- to five-year prison
term and a fine of up to $15,000.

* * * * *

Legislation, S-2702, sponsored by
Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Lin-
den) that would set forth specific
guidelines to be followed by law en-
forcement agencies when employing
unmanned aerial vehicles, also known
as drones, for surveillance purposes,
has been approved by the full Senate.

Under provisions of S-2702, law en-
forcement agencies would be prohib-
ited from using a drone unless there are
reasonable grounds to believe that infor-
mation that may be derived from an
unmanned aerial vehicle would be rel-
evant and material to an ongoing crimi-
nal investigation. The bill  now heads to
the Assembly for consideration.

* * * * *
Legislation that would codify the

state comptroller’s recommendations
regarding local government billing
practices is to be introduced by Re-
publican lawmakers. The legislation
follows the release of a report by the
Office of the State Comptroller (OSC)
on the lack of oversight by local
government in its billing services
contracts for legal services.

Chiesa to Vote For
Immigration Bill

WASHINGTON – U.S. Senator
Jeff Chiesa (R-N.J.) has announced
he will vote in favor of S-744, the
immigration bill currently pending
in the Senate.

“As a former federal prosecutor
and attorney general for the State of
New Jersey, I have looked carefully
at this debate through the lens of
public safety and law enforcement,”
Sen. Chiesa said. “This bill strength-
ens border security, E-verify and bet-
ter identifies visa overstays through
an improved entry/exit system. I will
vote for this immigration bill because
I believe it is the right thing to do.”

Sen. Chiesa was appointed by Gov-
ernor Chris Christie to fill the seat of
the late Senator Frank Lautenberg
(D-N.J.). He will serve until a special
election is held on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 16 to determine who finishes
Sen. Lautenberg’s term, which runs
to the end of 2014.

Lonegan Issues
Comments on DOMA
REGION – Republican U.S. Sen-

ate candidate Steve Lonegan issued
the following statement in response
to the United States Supreme Court’s
decision in United States v. Windsor,
striking down the Defense of Mar-
riage Act (DOMA).

“Today’s decision is the unfortunate
result of an activist, liberal court that
has little respect for the Constitution
and our nation’s founding principles.
While I believe government should not
be in the business of marriage, it is not
the Supreme Court’s responsibility to
make that decision. Laws should be
made by legislatures, not by unelected
judges. To do so is a usurpation of our
democratic tradition at the heart of this
country’s founding.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) and Rep. Frank
Pallone (D-6th), Democratic candi-
dates for the United States Senate in
the special Tuesday, August 13 Pri-
mary Election, this week commented
on President Barack Obama’s speech
at Georgetown University on the
administration’s climate control ac-
tion plan.

“I commend President Obama for
his leadership today in outlining a
comprehensive plan to reduce car-
bon pollution and mitigate the threats
of global climate change. The crisis
in not waning. President Obama
should do all he can administratively
while Congress fiddles. We have to
reduce our dependence on fossil fu-
els,” Rep. Holt said. “As elected rep-
resentatives, we have a moral obliga-
tion to act. As the climate changes
there will be stronger superstorms,
worse floods, more withering
droughts, and more intense wildfires.
These natural disasters are already
imposing horrific costs in dollars and
lives. The science is overwhelming,
but many of my colleagues in Con-
gress would prefer to deepen our
dependence on fossil fuels. It is no
coincidence that as Democrats work
to address climate change, Republi-
cans in the House continue to reck-
lessly pursue their ‘drill, baby, drill’
agenda at the expense of the Ameri-
can people and the planet. As impor-
tant as today’s announcement is, there
is still more to be done. As a scientist
and an elected leader, I support the
President’s plan and remain commit-
ted to even stronger legislative action
in the fight against climate change.”

Rep. Holt is a senior member of the
House Committee on Natural Re-
sources, where he serves as the rank-
ing member on the Subcommittee on
Energy and Mineral Resources help-
ing to develop a long-term strategy to
decrease the nation’s dependence on
fossil fuels and protect the environ-
ment for future generations. His 12th
Congressional District includes most
of Scotch Plains and all of Fanwood
and Plainfield.

Rep. Pallone, a senior member of
the House Energy and Commerce and
Natural Recourses committees, also
praised the President’s plan to cut
carbon pollution, invest in renewable
energy, and prepare communities for
the consequences of climate change.

“Climate change is a moral issue,
and we have an obligation to our
children and future generations to
address it immediately. Taking steps
to cut carbon pollution must be a top
priority, and I applaud the President
for his decisive action to circumvent
congressional gridlock for the greater
good of our environment, health, and
national security. It’s about time.

“Unfortunately, climate change is
not an issue that we can wait to ad-
dress. With each day that passes by
more irreversible damage is done. If
we do not start taking the prospect of

climate change seriously, devastating
storms like Sandy will become the
new normal. Despite the stubborn in-
sistence of some of my Republican
colleagues, the science is clear; the
changing climate leads to changes in
the frequency, intensity, and timing of
extreme weather and climate events.

“I will continue my work in Con-
gress to support good environmental
stewardship and a comprehensive
plan to address climate change.”


