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GOLF AND POLITICS…The Scotch Plains Republican Committee held their
golf outing at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains on June 21. Republican
candidate for Scotch Plains Township Council Llewellyn Jones, third from left,
is pictured with, from left to right, Phil Morin, Union County Republican
Committee chairman; Marc A. Krauss, Union County Freeholder candidate;
Robert Sherr, State Senate candidate in District 22; Scotch Plains Councilman Bo
Vastine; Sandy Spector, Plainfield mayoral candidate, and Jeffrey D. First, State
Assembly candidate in District 22.

Llewellyn Jones Attends
Annual GOP Golf OutingLance Gets Award From

Cancer Support Group
SCOTCH PLAINS – Llewellyn

Jones, a candidate for Scotch Plains
Township Council attended the an-
nual Scotch Plains Republican Com-
mittee golf outing on June 21 at the
Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch
Plains.

Among those at the outing were
Robert Sherr, candidate for New Jer-
sey State Senate and Jeffery D. First,
candidate for New Jersey State As-
sembly, both in the 22nd Legislative
District; Marc A. Kraus, candidate
for Union County Freeholder; Sandy
Spector, Plainfield mayoral candi-
date; Phil Morin, chairman of the
Union County Republican Commit-
tee; Alexander Smith, Scotch Plains
Republican Committee chairman and
Scotch Plains Councilman Bo

Vastine. A number of local business
people and other supporters of Mr.
Jones and other candidates were also
present.

The event included several
rounds of golf and a barbeque at
which Mr. Jones spoke of his hopes
for Scotch Plains. “I look forward
to working with the people of
Scotch Plains in bringing them a
more open and responsive town
government. Working together, I
think we can do great things for
Scotch Plains.”

Mr. Jones has established a website,
jonesforscotchplains.com, and is on
Facebook at Llewellyn Jones For
Scotch Plains Township Council. He
can also be followed on Twitter at
@llewellynJones4.

RVSA Settlement Pending
In Passaic River Litigation

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners last week learned
that a third-party settlement, which
would resolve risk to RVSA in litiga-
tion brought by the New Jersey De-
partment of Protection (NJDEP), has
been delayed by a proposed settle-
ment with four of the five original
defendants in the case.

The lawsuit was brought in 2005
against Occidental Chemical Company,
Maxus Energy Corporation and Tierra
Solutions, Inc. for the discharge of
dangerous chemicals from Newark’s
Diamond Alkali Plant into the Passaic
River from 1951 until the plant closed
in 1969. Sewerage authorities, includ-
ing RVSA, were brought into the litiga-
tion as third-party plaintiffs as a result
of a countersuit filed by the defendents.
The NJDEP suit alleged the companies
discharged dangerous chemicals into
Newark Bay. Occidental Chemical ac-
quired Diamond Alkali/Diamond
Shamrock Chemicals Corp. in 1988.

According to online documents on
the NJDEP website, the proposed
settlement with the four defendants is
$130 million. RVSA minutes say there
is the possibility of it being increased
by up to $400 million to $530 million.

The four defendants who are tak-
ing part in the settlement proposal are
identified as Tierra/Maxus, Repsol,
YPF, and CLH. The one remaining
non-settling defendant is Occidental
Chemical Corporation.

A NJDEP news release further identi-
fies Repsol as Repsol, S.A., a Spain-
based oil and gas conglomerate and YPF,
an Argentina-based energy conglomer-
ate. The release describes that state Supe-
rior Court Judge Sebastian Lombardi
had entered a judgment against Occiden-
tal Chemical last summer.

Occidental Chemical was identi-
fied as the successor company to Dia-
mond Shamrock. Prior litigation had
found that Diamond Shamrock
Chemical Company intentionally
dumped hazardous pollutants into the
Passaic River for decades. The re-
lease also states that Diamond Sham-

rock had operated a chemical plant in
Newark, which produced pesticides
and herbicides from the 1940s through
the 1960s. Among the products pro-
duced was the defoliant Agent Or-
ange, and that the plant discharged the
known carcinogen dioxin as well as
other chemicals into the river.

The release points out that the state
had not sued the third-party defen-
dants, but rather they were brought
into the case by two of the original
defendants, Maxus and Tierra, who
argued that pollution of the Passaic
began more than two centuries ago
and that many public and private en-
tities had contributed to its current
condition, and should therefore con-
tribute to its cleanup.

RVSA’s minutes describe one of
the terms of the proposed settlement
with the original defendants as be-
ing that their settlement must occur
prior to the third-party settlement,
which will remove RVSA from the
case. The minutes, confirmed with a
post-meeting conversation with
Brian Hak, RVSA’s litigation coun-
sel, state that the original defendants
want the third-party defendants as
parties to the case in case they are
not permitted to settle in a manner
they find satisfactory.

In other business, last month’s
RVSA meeting included a statement
by Dennis Estis of Greenbaum, Rowe,
Smith and Davis, the authority’s gen-
eral counsel, that the proposed suit
from the Baymen’s Protective Asso-
ciation would likely not proceed
against RVSA. This is based on the
fact that RVSA continued to treat
sewage throughout the impact period
of Superstorm Sandy.

Also, the RVSA gave a raise to
James Meehan, executive director of
the authority. The $7,500 increase
brings Mr. Meehan’s salary to
$150,000. The board also decided to
issue a stipend to Mr. Meehan of $5,000
a year for use of his two professional
licenses. Most of the commissioners
supported the raise, though Attillio
“Sonny” Venturo of Roselle Park ob-
jected, stating that he felt it was exces-
sive and sets a precedent.

EAT FRESH...Westfield Democratic mayoral candidate Dave Haas, right, con-
gratulates Chris Devine, chairman of the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, on the success of Saturday’s Farmers’ Market, which opened on
Saturday. The market, located in the south side train station parking lot, has 12
vendors selling fresh vegetables, bread, cheese, pies, honey, and more.  Hours of
operation are 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Saturday through October.

FARMERS’ MARKET OPENS...Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky attended
the season opening of the Westfield Farmers’ Market with Chris Devine, a
member of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and
manager of the Farmers’ Market. The Farmers’ Market will take place every
Saturday morning through October at the south side train station parking lot.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has been
awarded the “Public Policy Award
for Research” from the Cancer Sup-
port Community (CSC) for his work
and advocacy on cancer and cancer
treatment issues in Congress. The
Seventh District lawmaker received
the award last month at the launch of
the CSC’s Cancer Policy Institute in
Washington, D.C.

“I am honored to accept the Cancer
Support Community’s Public Policy
Award for Research and applaud the
important work they do on behalf of
cancer patients and their families,”
Rep. Lance said upon receiving the
award.

Cancer Support Community Presi-
dent Kim Thiboldeaux praised Rep.
Lance for “his leadership and sup-
port in our shared interest to make a
positive impact in the lives of cancer
patients and their loved ones.”

“We are so grateful to have the
strong support of Congressman Lance
and his unwavering commitment. His

leadership has been inspirational as
we embark on this new initiative to
advance our mission to ensure that all
people impacted by cancer are em-
powered by knowledge, strengthened
by action, and sustained by commu-
nity,” Ms. Thiboldeaux said.

CSC is the largest, professionally
led nonprofit network of cancer sup-
port worldwide. In 2012, CSC pro-
vided more than $40 million in ser-
vices, such as support groups, educa-
tional workshops, exercise programs
and social activities, to cancer pa-
tients and their families. For more
information, visit
www.cancersupportcommunity.org.

Cancer care remains a significant
priority for Rep. Lance in Congress.
He announced the reintroduction
of the Breast Cancer Patient Educa-
tion Act at The Steeplechase Can-
cer Center at Somerset Medical
Center in May to help educate
women about breast reconstruction
and care options following cancer
treatments.

Charlotte Schirmer Running
For SP Seat on SP-FW BOE

Bramnick Looks to Stiffen
 Home Invasion Penalties

TRENTON –  Assembly Republi-
can Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) has introduced legislation
upgrading the penalties for invading
a residence when a person is at home
from a third-degree to second-degree
offense. Asm. Bramnick’s legislation
is in response to the recent break-in,
robbery and vicious assault of a
mother in a Millburn residence on
June 21.

The “Home Invasion Law” would
stipulate that entering a home with
the intent to burglarize and place the
resident in fear is a second-degree
crime, punishable by a five-to-10
year prison term, and a fine of up to
$150,000.

In addition, the offender would
have to serve at least 85 percent of
that sentence. Persons guilty un-
der the new Home Invasion Law
would not be eligible for early re-
lease.

“Under current law, some burglary
offenses must be prosecuted as a third-
degree crime. Criminals could po-
tentially walk away from a home

invasion without facing jail time.
Home invasion and burglary are trau-
matic and dangerous crimes. We have
to protect the public by giving pros-
ecutors the tools they need to put
criminals behind bars,” Asm.
Bramnick.

Asm. Bramnick’s bill would also
provide the same penalty if the in-
truder unlawfully enters or remains
in a building adapted for overnight
accommodation, whether or not a
person is actually present. Currently,
the charge for the unlawful break-in
of a home is a third degree offense
and does not require a prison sen-
tence.

Assemblyman Bramnick  also
plans to introduce another bill that
would increase the penalties for
assaulting someone in front of a
child.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Charlotte
Schirmer has announced her candi-
dacy for a seat on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, say-
ing “new voices and new ideas” are
needed on the school board. The
school election will be held on Tues-
day, November 5.

Ms. Schirmer has lived in Scotch
Plains for 18 years with her daughter
Collette. She has been active in local
charities such as volunteering to men-
tor troubled youth for the Union
County Probation Department, and
doing additional volunteer work for
Catholic Charities of Cranford and
Friends of Animals in Linden. She is

a long-time parishioner at Saint Agnes
Roman Catholic Church in Clark.

“We live in a wonderful town. I feel
it is important to get new voices on
the school board. Let’s bring in people
of different backgrounds and ages,
parents who have children in the dis-
trict and newcomers to the commu-
nity who want to be involved. It’s
beneficial to have new eyes and new
ideas on how better to serve every-
one,” she said.

Ms. Schirmer can be reached at
(732) 396-1282 or via e-mail at
charlotteoc16@yahoo.com for those
who have questions about her candi-
dacy.

FEMA to Reimburse at
Ninety Percent for Sandy

TRENTON — At the request of
New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie, President Barack Obama
has authorized a federal cost-share
increase for projects funded by the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency’s (FEMA) Public Assis-
tance grant program from 75 per-
cent to 90 percent.

This increase allows FEMA to re-
imburse state and local governments
and certain private nonprofit organi-
zations 90 percent of eligible costs of

emergency expenses, debris removal
and infrastructure repair. The remain-
ing 10 percent is provided by non-
federal funds.

After Superstorm Sandy struck, the
President authorized 100 percent fed-
eral funding for 15 days for emer-
gency power restoration assistance and
emergency public transportation as-
sistance, including direct federal as-
sistance, for those areas within New
Jersey counties designated for Public
Assistance.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

NJEA Urges Christie to Apply for
Waiver on High Stakes Testing

TRENTON – The New Jersey Edu-
cation Association (NJEA) has urged
the Christie Administration and Edu-
cation Commissioner  Chris Cerf to
apply for a one-year waiver to post-
pone the use of standardized tests to
make high-stakes personnel deci-
sions. The waiver was offered by
U.S. Education Secretary Arne
Duncan in response to a national out-

cry over the implementation of the new
state standards for all students in math
and language arts.

 “This is an opportunity to slow
down a headlong rush to over-rely
on student test scores to evaluate
teachers in New Jersey. All respected
research cautions against that,”
NJEA President Barbara Keshishian
said.


