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Call me to see how much you can save.
Safe  drivers  cost  everybody less.  That’s  why
they  pay  less.  But  at  Allstate,  they  pay  a
whole lot less. In fact, safe drivers save 45%
or more on car insurance. Why wait? Call me
today.

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
 
The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  Illinois  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
Company.

What Moves You?
Call us today - let us customize a success plan for you

* In  total Units Sold, ALl 9  NJ MLS, 2012

                  
Properties Unlimited 

143 Elmer St. Westfield, NJ 
908.233.9292

Find out why                  is #1 in new jersey*

Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

WOMEN’S DAY...Senator Nick Scutari (D-22, Linden), Assemblyman Jerry
Green (D-22, Plainfield) and Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains) join residents of the 22nd Legislative District who traveled to Trenton
recently to take part in Women’s Lobby Day at the State Capitol.

Photo courtesy of William Eicholz
HOLLYWOOD HILLS...Jonathan and Rachael Eicholz of Garwood enjoy The
Westfield Leader on their first trip to Hollywood, Calif.

Photo courtesy of Lois Pinkin
FAMILY TRIP...Cousins Mackenzie and Taylor Pinkin browse The Westfield
Leader in front of The Palace at Versailles in France while on a family vacation.

the study internally.
Improvement Authority Executive

Director Charlotte DeFilippo is retir-
ing effective August 1. She is being
replaced by interim director Mark W.
Brink. Freeholder Dan Sullivan is the
executive director of the utilities au-
thority. He is not seeking reelection to
the freeholder board this year.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
applauded the study, calling it “a good
idea that you are looking to save cost to
the taxpayers.”

Cranford resident Jim Buettner dis-
agreed with an internal study of the
two authorities, saying he believed
the freeholders should look “outside
of the county” by bringing in some-
one “to take a fresh look at how the
efficiencies are conducted within the
county.”

On another matter, the board voted
8-0 to approve a bond ordinance for
the purpose of purchasing property
at 61-99 West Grand Street in Eliza-
beth.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the county has leased the property for
more than 15 years for its motor
vehicle division. He said the most
recent lease expired at the end of
2012. He said the county has agreed
to buy the property for $4 million.
Mr. Barry said the total bonds to be
issued would be $4.3 million, “which
we anticipate will cover all costs in-
cluding some environmental investi-
gation.”

During the public portion of the
meeting, Pat Moschetti of New Provi-
dence asked the board to commission
an internal study “to determine the
viability of merging the sheriff’s office
and Union County police force to make
such services more efficient [and] save
taxpayer money.” He said the study
should be conducted for the 2014 bud-
get cycle.

Greg Kasko of Westfield, a retired
Westfield police officer, asked the board
to take action to alleviate what he sees
as a safety issue in the placement of a
pedestrian crosswalk and HAWK sig-
nal located mid-block on Central Av-
enue near Clover Street.

He said a county study by the Phila-
delphia-based Pennoi engineering firm
recommended the signal be moved to
the Central-Clover intersection, as does
an analysis by the Louis Berger Group
of Morristown. Mr. Kasko said in 1995
Gordon Meth, Westfield’s traffic con-
sultant, also had recommended a light
at the intersection, 113 feet to the
north of its present location.

Mr. Kasko said his review of acci-
dent data from 2002 to October 2011,
presented by Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
to the town council in support of a
mid-block HAWK signal, has deter-
mined the data was inaccurate. He
said two of the accidents were not
anywhere near the intersection and
two others occurred in the driveways
of an adjoining street.

He said since the HAWK light was
installed three years ago there have
been 15 accidents, 11 of which in-
volved motorists making left turns from
Central onto Clover. Mr. Kasko said

there were only nine accidents the pre-
vious eight years.

“I am asking you, please, before this
gets any worse, to do something. Get
rid of the light, move the light, do
something. It’s a tragedy in the mak-
ing,” Mr. Kasko said.

Adina Enculescu of Westfield, the
owner of the home the HAWK is lo-
cated in front of, said the issue is one of
safety for children, pedestrians and
motorists.

“It’s very dangerous. Please do some-
thing. It’s a county road,” Ms. Enculescu
said. She accused Mayor Skibitsky of
“refusing to correct the mistake.”

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella said
the HAWK light was a joint county-
Westfield project, “in accordance with
all laws and safety standards.”

“I’m convinced it was the right
decision…We worked with the mu-
nicipality over the years and jointly
discussed it,” Freeholder Mirabella
said.
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Union County Freeholders
mayor said.

The other four council members
offered words of praise for Mr.
Giaimis, with Deputy Mayor Col-
leen Gialanella calling him “bright,
energetic and well versed in our sys-
tem of government.” Noting the dual
roles played since March by Mr.
LaCosta – who she called “an amaz-
ing asset” – she told The Times that
Mr. Giaimis’ appointment is “the first
step to putting this business of mul-
tiple hats to bed,” saying that Scotch
Plains is “a community ripe with
potential that needs leadership, at each
level and in each area, to ensure that
we are making the best decisions
possible” for its future.

Councilman Louis Beckerman told
The Times he was confident that Mr.
Giaimis “will be able to jump right
in” and begin to work on some of the
issues facing Scotch Plains, includ-
ing the police merger and the Parker
Gardens development, which Mr.
Beckerman called “one of the most
extensive building projects in the
township’s history.” He also praised
the bipartisan vote to hire Mr.
Giaimis, saying that “instead of par-
tisan bickering, the council voted to
bring competent, professional man-
agement to Scotch Plains.”

“I think Jerry will add tremendous
value to Scotch Plains,” said Coun-
cilman William Vastine, noting to
The Times that Mr. Giaimis had been
“able to bring order to [Vernon Town-
ship] after they had gone through
five managers in less than a year.”
He said the new manager “is com-
mitted to restoring the organization

and creating innovative approaches
to help curb the burden of irrespon-
sible budgeting.”

Councilman Michael Marcus said
Mr. Giaimis “comes to us highly
recommended by those who have
worked with him previously in mu-
nicipal government,” and told The
Times he believes the new manager
“will bring stability to the position.”
He expressed his hope that Mr.
Giaimis “will be successful and that
he’ll be here for a while.”

Several council members la-
mented the lack of a unanimous vote
on Mr. Giaimis’ appointment, with
the deputy mayor calling the 4-to-1
vote “unfortunate.”

“No one who assumes a role as
critical as this one should ever have
to wonder what degree of support
they will get from those who should
be in their corner,” Mrs. Gialanella
said.

Mr. Vastine – referring to his dis-
agreements this year with the mayor
on issues ranging from funding for
the Special Improvement District and
the library to Mr. Underhill’s resig-
nation and the replacement of pro-
fessional service providers – said
that “given the destruction we have
seen since the new mayor took of-
fice, bringing Jerry on board was the
best possible solution – and, frankly,
maybe the only possible solution to
get the town back on track.” He
added that he was troubled that “the
mayor would not support what could
have been a unanimous vote, but I
guess progress isn’t part of the
mayor’s priority agenda.”
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Scotch Plains Council

not be here.”
Superintendent of Schools Marga-

ret Hayes added, “We are so blessed
to have such a strong partnership
with our PTA’s.”

The next presentation given was
from Brunner School Principal Scott
Bortnick. He and many teachers from
Brunner gave a presentation from the
Service Learning Project that the 3rd
grade did regarding companionship.
He said the project, which has been
the same 3rd grade project for a couple
of years, focuses the students on giv-
ing time and friendship to peers, the
elderly and those in the military.

Mr. Bortnick said like in years past,
students focused on strengthening
bonds between other students as well
as taking time to visit residents at the
Chelsea assisting living facility and
communicating to soldiers. He also
stated that this year a new component
to the project was assigning student
ambassadors who meet with other
students and play games together. He
said this was especially helpful to
new students to the district.

He said the focus of the project is to
understand “what it means to be a
companion and identifying those who
need it.” He also noted that this year
the project was “kicked off” with a
reading of the book, The Giving Tree
by Shel Silverstein.

In conclusion, Mr. Bortnick said
the students made an iMovie, as they
did in prior years, using just three
words each to describe their experi-
ence. He stated it was especially
touching because some of the stu-
dents from the military and the
Chelsea were featured in the movie.

The next board meeting will be
held on Thursday, August 29, at 8
p.m. in the administration building
on Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street in Scotch Plains. There are no
board meetings scheduled for July.
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& Shop’s professional planner,
Daniel McSweeney, who stated that
the applicant intends to “renovate
and modestly expand the existing
Stop & Shop.” And that “an aging,
older, tired supermarket…will all
be upgraded.”

He further testified that the store’s
current non-conforming conditions
would become more conforming,
and that the items that will remain
non-conforming will be improved.
Mr. McSweeney said the supermar-
ket has been there in excess of 40
years and that the neighboring resi-
dential properties also have been in
existence for many years and that
the supermarket, “clearly has not
adversely impacted adjoining prop-
erties.”

Mr. McSweeney added that the
applicant is seeking eight variances
for signage, but the requests are
“reasonable and proper” for the size
of the supermarket. He opined that
the sign ordinances were written
for small storefront users in the
business district.

Mr. Gasiorowski questioned the
number of parking spaces being
provided in the application. Due to
the square footage, under Westfield
zoning 167 spaces are required and
147 are being provided. Mr.

Gasiorowski stated that if the square
footage of the basement were fac-
tored in, an additional 30 spaces
would be required. Mr. McSweeney
said the town ordinance excludes
the basement from the equation as
it is only being used for storage, a
bathroom and an employee break
area. He also said most of the busi-
nesses in the GB1 zone have insuf-
ficient parking and most of the cus-
tomers park on the street.

The plan also includes two en-
closed loading docks for tractor
trailer deliveries, along with three
other spaces for additional delivery
vehicles. Stop & Shop also is re-
questing that it be allowed to accept
deliveries between the hours of 7
a.m. and 10 p.m. Mr. Gasiorowski
stated that it is “unsafe” for the
tractor trailers to enter and exit the
parking lot under the currently pro-
posed plan. Mr. Cockren suggested
he offer such testimony with his
own traffic expert at a future meet-
ing.

Cross-examination of Mr.
McSweeney will continue at a spe-
cial meeting on Tuesday, July 16, at
7:30 p.m. and it is expected that
testimony will begin for Mr.
Gasiorowski’s expert witnesses at
that meeting.
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Stop & Shop
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Cingular Tower
Ms. Fairweather testified that if the
new application were not approved,
Cingular and other wireless carri-
ers that occupy the tower would
have to remove their equipment
before Thursday, August 1, 2013.

Josh Cuttrell, a licensed profes-
sional engineer, was next to testify
as a civil engineer for Cingular. He
said the current temporary facility
“at the back corner of the parking
lot at Young’s Paint store would be
the location to install the new tower.”
He noted that the tower would be
installed on the existing ballast. He
added, “that ballast is adequate to
go up to 150 feet.” He also noted
that a light on the existing shelter
would be installed on a four-hour
timer and that personnel would visit
the site once a month.

Peter Tolischus, from T&M As-
sociates, testified on behalf of
Cingular as a professional planner.
He said the location of the tower
against a bridge embankment and
by a railroad was adequate and was,
in his opinion, a coded C1 hard-
ship.

“There is nowhere else to go”
and the variance was “piling onto
an existing tower,” Mr. Tolischus
said.

Fanwood resident George Kaper
testified that he lives directly across
the street from the existing tower
and already considers it “an eye-
sore.” He was concerned about the

additional height impeding on the
view from his deck or bathroom on
the upper level of his house. He also
was concerned about potential health
risks associated with the tower. Mr.
Kaper additionally had concerns for
the safety of his home if another
strong storm such as Superstorm
Sandy was to hit the area again.

Mr. Kaper asked, “If the tower is
longer, am I at a bigger risk of the
tower snapping in half and hitting my
house?”

To this, Mr. Cuttrell answered that
the tower would be 143 feet from Mr.
Kaper’s property line, which was even
“farther than where the structure is.”
He said structures like cell towers are
“not normally known to fall.” He
added, “If they did somehow fall, they
wouldn’t normally break at the half-
way mark but rather at the weakest
point, which would be at the two-
thirds mark.” This, Mr. Cuttrell con-
cluded, “wouldn’t reach Mr. Kaper’s
house.”

The next board meeting is sched-
uled for Wednesday, July 24, at 7:30
p.m. in the borough’s council cham-
bers. Community Access Unlimited’s
application for a mixed-use variance
at 193 Terrill Road is scheduled to
be heard at that meeting. Commu-
nity Access is seeking to construct
a three-story building with 10 mar-
ket-rate apartment units as well as
affordable units for individuals with
developmental disabilities.


