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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMMUNITY CONCERT...The Westfield Community Band, under the direc-
tion of Thomas N. Connors, performs at Mindowaskin Park last Thursday night.
The band will continue its summer concert series on Thursdays, July 4, 11 and 18,
at 7:30 in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEVERE WEATHER...The National Weather Service confirmed that a tornado
with winds estimated at 85 miles per hour touched down in Berkeley Heights on
Monday. A tree on Kline Boulevard, above, lays toppled in its wake.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
PARTY IN THE PARK…Fanwood Borough Council Democratic Candidates Tom
Kranz and Kathy Mitchell, pictured, third and fourth from left, greet members of the
Fanwood Rescue Squad who were on standby at the Party In The Park held June 25
in LaGrande Park. Pictured, far right, is Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
MECHANICAL BULL RIDE…Attendees were treated to loads of fun, including a mechanical bull ride, at Fanwood’s
Party In The Park held at LaGrande Park on June 25.

Improvement Authority to
‘Test’ Options for Runnells

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County Free-
holders last Thursday approved a
memorandum of understanding be-
tween the county and the Union County
Improvement Authority (UCIA) to re-
view options for the future operation of
Runnells Specialized Hospital.

A report to the freeholders in Febru-
ary from Complete Healthcare Re-
sources (CHR), a consulting firm hired
by the county, estimated that leasing
Runnells to a nursing home operator
would result in annual payments to the
county of between $1.4 and $2.1 mil-
lion.

The report estimated that the sale of
Runnells, located at 40 Watchung Way
in Berkeley Heights, could bring be-
tween $22.4 and $25.8 million. CHR
said Runnells lost $17 million as of the
end of 2011. Media reports say Runnells
currently is $20 million in the red.

At Thursday’s meeting, Frank
Guzzo, the county’s director of human
services, who filled in for County Man-
ager Al Faella, said there is no time
frame for completion of the Runnells
study.

“It is now time...to move this for-
ward,” Mr. Guzzo told the freeholders.

He said the memorandum of under-
standing gives UCIA the authority to
“test the market on those options that
were delineated in that report” and that
the UCIA would come back with a
report to the board to review and dis-
cuss “which way go” with Runnells.

Kenilworth resident John Bury ques-
tioned the need for the Runnells study.
“I thought it [CHR report] laid it [op-
tions] out and that you could be doing

this yourself,” Mr. Bury said.
Freeholder Bruce Bergen said the

report gave options, “but really doesn’t
tell us which one is the most viable and
most financially advantageous and
that’s why we are performing this next
study.”

“It’s a necessary step to move to-
wards a reasoned decision,” Freeholder
Bergen said.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Chris
Hudak said the CHR report looked at a
number of county-run hospitals in New
Jersey, with options in the report “rang-
ing from a direct sale to auction of the
asset.” He said a number of counties
utilize their improvement authorities,
“as a vehicle to change how they were
running their facility.”

“So I would say this resolution is in
line with exploring those options for
this board,” Freeholder Hudak said.

Mr. Guzzo added that the UCIA
would review each of the options in the
CHR report in order for the freeholders
to “make the best decision available to
them for the public and the taxpayers
and the freeholders at-large.”

Although one of the options in the
report was “to do absolutely nothing”
with Runnells, Freeholder Hudak said
the board decided “that was not an
option.”

The board also approved a resolu-
tion to initiate a study of whether the
county’s improvement and utilities au-
thorities should be merged. Mr. Guzzo
said the study would “look for any
potential savings [and] efficiencies that
may be realized by combining [the two
authorities] through the dissolution of
one.” He said the county would handle
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SP BOE Honors PTA Presidents,
Hears Service Learning Presentation

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
ended its year-long meeting sched-
ule last Thursday evening with a se-
ries of presentations made to mem-
bers of the Parent Teacher Associa-
tion as well as receiving a Service
Learning presentation given by staff
from Brunner Elementary School.

Marci Bowman, PTA Council
president, was the first recipient of an
award given by board member Karen
Kulikowski. According to the resolu-
tion, Mrs. Bowman has just finished
her first term as the Council president
working with all the PTA’s in the
district at all school levels. Ms.
Kulikowski said the district would
like to thank her for “strong parent

and community involvement” and for
her help in “reaching district goals.”

Other PTA members recognized
were Michelle Wyrwa from Ever-
green School. who just finished her
first term as PTA president, and Jen-
nifer Power, McGinn School’s PTA
president, who served for two years.

Board of Education President Trip
Whitehouse said other PTA mem-
bers from Park and Terrill Middle
Schools and Brunner, School One
and Coles Elementary Schools and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
who couldn’t make the meeting would
all be sent their resolutions.

Mr. Whitehouse added, “We are
grateful for the caring that you bring
to our district and our students want
to say thank you.” He also noted that
some board of education members
had also served as PTA presidents in
earlier years.

Board member Jeanne Cleary said
she had been a past PTA president
and that she knows that all the hard
working parents that volunteer for
the PTA always have “their focus on
the kids.” She said she holds all the
PTA members in “such high regard”
and “not to diminish those who could

SP Council Names Former Vernon
Manager As New Township Mgr.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council last week appointed Jerry
Giaimis, who has served as business
administrator in Vernon Township
since 2010, as the next township
manager to run the day-to-day opera-
tions of the municipal government.

By a 4-to-1 vote – with Mayor
Kevin Glover casting the lone dis-
senting vote – the council on June 26
named Mr. Giaimis to succeed Henry
Underhill, who resigned in March
after six months in the position. In the
ensuing months, Zoning Officer Rob-
ert LaCosta has served as acting town-
ship manager.

“I view Scotch Plains as one of the
premier towns in the state,” Mr.
Giaimis told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “When a manager’s
job here opens up, I see it as an
opportunity to do something special.”
Pointing to the 28-year tenure of
former township manager Thomas
Atkins, who retired five years ago,
Mr. Giaimis said he aims to be “the
professional manager that sticks
around” and gets to know the resi-
dents and the town itself. He will
officially begin work on Wednesday,
July 17, and says he plans to relocate
to Scotch Plains.

Mr. Giaimis, 35, will be the fourth
person to serve as manager since the

September 2008 retirement of Mr.
Atkins, who was succeeded that
month by Michael Capabianco, who
served until his resignation in Febru-
ary 2009. Chris Marion served as
manager from June 2009 until his
resignation in March 2012, six
months before Mr. Underhill’s half-
year tenure commenced. Prior to serv-
ing in Vernon Township, Mr. Giaimis
was assistant manager in Randolph
and from 2001 to 2004 served as a
councilman in Washington Borough.

While the township budget for this
year has been approved, Mr. Giaimis
faces a host of other issues, including
the possible police department merger
with Fanwood, the fate of the local
sewer utility, continued cleanup from
Superstorm Sandy and a potential
housing development on a portion of
the Parker Gardens property on Terrill
Road.

He told The Times he has dealt with
“a lot of big issues” during his tenure
in Vernon – which has a population
similar to that of Scotch Plains – and
that he was “usually able to form a
consensus” on significant matters.
He said he will seek to “provide the
best level of service while being as
cost-effective as possible” – a goal he
admitted was a “tall order but achiev-
able.”

Mayor Glover explained his vote
against the appointment as motivated
by questions about Mr. Giaimis’ ex-
perience. “I didn’t think he had the
experience necessary to run our mu-
nicipality,” the mayor told The Times.
Vernon and Randolph, he said, are
not towns “that are in sync with Scotch
Plains.” Mr. Glover said that, given
the “many challenges the township
faces, I didn’t feel comfortable with
him being put at the helm.”

He said the council had interviewed
several candidates in the week before
hiring Mr. Giaimis and said the vetting
process – which eventually narrowed
the field of candidates to two – was
unnecessarily accelerated. “We didn’t
know either of the [final two] candi-
dates for more than an hour,” the
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WF’s Stop & Shop Expansion
Hearing Continues

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Testimony con-
tinued at Monday night’s Westfield
Planning Board meeting regarding
Stop & Shop’s application for ex-
pansion of its Elm Street location.

The company plans to demolish
two office buildings at 203 and 195
Elm Street to enlarge the parking
area and increase the store’s square
footage from 35,426 square feet to
53,555 square feet.

Attorney Howard Geneslaw of
the Gibbons firm in Newark is rep-
resenting Stop & Shop, while
Ronald Gasiorowski of Gasiorowski
and Holobinko in Red Bank is rep-
resenting objector James Hughes
of Massachusetts Street.

Board member Bob Centrella
noted that Mr. Hughes has never
appeared before the board, and
questioned whether he has to prove
a hardship or if “he’s able to object
for any apparent reason.”

Robert Cockren, who is serving
as the board attorney for this appli-
cation, stated that Mr. Hughes is an

interested party to the land use by a
matter of law.

Mr. Geneslaw said he, “object(s)
to the characterization of Mr.
Hughes as an interested party in
this matter.”

Mr. Gasiorowski told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he has
taken the case over from attorney
Arthur Attenasio, who became ill
and could not continue. He said
that because of those circumstances,
which took place in May, he was
not able to provide any particular
information on Mr. Hughes or who
would be paying the legal fees.

According to Internet searches,
Mr. Gasiorowski previously repre-
sented several ShopRites in oppo-
sition of the expansions of
Walmarts. According to The Press
of Atlantic City, he represented Vil-
lage Supermarkets in 2011 oppos-
ing a Walmart application in Little
Egg Harbor. Village Supermarkets
owns 29 ShopRites, including
ShopRite of Garwood.

Testimony was heard from Stop
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FW Planning Board OKs
Cingular Tower Extension

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Members of the
Fanwood Planning Board unani-
mously approved an application to
allow Cingular Wireless to continue
to occupy the cell tower located at 1
South Avenue and to expand. The
approval was done at the brief plan-
ning board meeting held last
Wednesday evening.

According to Judith Fairweather,
an attorney who represented
Cingular, the project consists of
upgrading the substation and chang-

ing the tower. In her testimony, she
noted that the existing tower stands
at 120 feet and the new tower up-
grade would measure at 138 feet.
She also noted that the existing
tower currently is owned by
PSE&G.

Radio Frequency Engineer Yvan
Joseph also testified on behalf of
Cingular, noting that the upgrade is
needed to serve all customers in the
Fanwood and surrounding areas.
He said the current tower was only
approved until this August. He and


