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What Moves You?
Call us today - let us customize a success plan for you

* In  total Units Sold, ALl 9  NJ MLS, 2012

                  
Properties Unlimited 

143 Elmer St. Westfield, NJ 
908.233.9292

Find out why                  is #1 in new jersey*

GOOD HANDS®.
GREAT SAVINGS.

I can help you save money now.
When you’re looking to save some 
green, I’m the first person to call. 
In fact, drivers who switched to 
Allstate saved an average of $498 
a year. Call me first to see how 
much you can save.

Ron Bansky
908-301-0711

519 South Ave West
Westfield
ronbansky@allstate.com

Savings based on national customer-reported data for new policies in 2012. Actual savings vary.  Allstate New 
Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company Northbrook, IL. © 2013 Allstate Insurance Company 29
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Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of William Eicholz
HOLLYWOOD HILLS...Jonathan and Rachael Eicholz of Garwood enjoy The
Westfield Leader on their first trip to Hollywood, Calif.

Photo courtesy of Lois Pinkin
FAMILY TRIP...Cousins Mackenzie and Taylor Pinkin browse The Westfield
Leader in front of The Palace at Versailles in France while on a family vacation.
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Union County Freeholders
with Runnells, Freeholder Hudak
said the board decided “that was
not an option.”

The board also approved a reso-
lution to initiate a study of whether
the county’s improvement and utili-
ties authorities should be merged.
Mr. Guzzo said the study would
“look for any potential savings [and]
efficiencies that may be realized by
combining [the two authorities]
through the dissolution of one.” He
said the county would handle the
study internally.

Improvement Authority Execu-
tive Director Charlotte DeFilippo
is retiring effective August 1. She is
being replaced by interim director
Mark W. Brink. Freeholder Dan
Sullivan is the executive director of
the utilities authority. He is not seek-
ing reelection to the freeholder
board this year.

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son applauded the study, calling it
“a good idea that you are looking to
save cost to the taxpayers.”

Cranford resident Jim Buettner
disagreed with an internal study of
the two authorities, saying he be-
lieved the freeholders should look
“outside of the county” by bringing
in someone “to take a fresh look at
how the efficiencies are conducted
within the county.”

On another matter, the board
voted 8-0 to approve a bond ordi-
nance for the purpose of purchas-
ing property at 61-99 West Grand
Street in Elizabeth.

County Counsel Robert Barry
said the county has leased the prop-
erty for more than 15 years for its
motor vehicle division. He said the
most recent lease expired at the end
of 2012. He said the county has
agreed to buy the property for $4
million. Mr. Barry said the total
bonds to be issued would be $4.3
million, “which we anticipate will
cover all costs including some en-
vironmental investigation.”

During the public portion of the
meeting, Pat Moschetti of New
Providence asked the board to com-
mission an internal study “to deter-
mine the viability of merging the
sheriff’s office and Union County
police force to make such services
more efficient [and] save taxpayer
money.” He said the study should
be conducted for the 2014 budget
cycle.

Greg Kasko of Westfield, a re-
tired Westfield police officer, asked
the board to take action to alleviate
what he sees as a safety issue in the
placement of a pedestrian cross-
walk and HAWK signal located
mid-block on Central Avenue near
Clover Street.

He said a county study by the
Philadelphia-based Pennoi engi-
neering firm recommended the sig-
nal be moved to the Central-Clover
intersection, as does an analysis by
the Louis Berger Group of
Morristown. Mr. Kasko said in 1995
Gordon Meth, Westfield’s traffic
consultant, also had recommended
a light at the intersection, 113 feet

to the north of its present location.
Mr. Kasko said his review of ac-

cident data from 2002 to October
2011, presented by Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky to the town council in
support of a mid-block HAWK sig-
nal, has determined the data was
inaccurate. He said two of the acci-
dents were not anywhere near the
intersection and two others occurred
in the driveways of an adjoining
street.

He said since the HAWK light
was installed three years ago there
have been 15 accidents, 11 of which
involved motorists making left turns
from Central onto Clover. Mr.
Kasko said there were only nine
accidents the previous eight years.

“I am asking you, please, before
this gets any worse, to do some-
thing. Get rid of the light, move the
light, do something. It’s a tragedy
in the making,” Mr. Kasko said.

Adina Enculescu of Westfield, the
owner of the home the HAWK is
located in front of, said the issue is
one of safety for children, pedestri-
ans and motorists.

“It’s very dangerous. Please do
something. It’s a county road,” Ms.
Enculescu said. She accused Mayor
Skibitsky of “refusing to correct
the mistake.”

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
said the HAWK light was a joint
county-Westfield project, “in ac-
cordance with all laws and safety
standards.”

“I’m convinced it was the right
decision…We worked with the mu-
nicipality over the years and jointly
discussed it,” Freeholder Mirabella
said.

Council liaison to the commission,
Frank Arena, said, “The nets are a good
idea, but you might want to check with
the condo association first.”

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann said he spoke to the condo
association recently. “There have been
more foul balls than before. Thirteen
years ago we solved the problem by
heightening the backstop.”

Recreation Commission Chairman
Peter Echausse added, “I’m in for up to
$25,000 a field.” Mr. Rabinowitz said it
would take seven to 10 days to install
the netting.

Commissioner Gary Fox said he
would make a motion to give the league
$50,000 for the improvements. The
vote in favor of providing the money
for improvements was unanimous by
the commission.

Mr. Kaufmann said the first week of
operation by the Westfield Memorial
Pool went well and the receipts
amounted to $27,552, compared to last
year when receipts were $21,266. Mr.
Echausse said people were parking too
close to the crosswalks and that it was
a dangerous situation.

Mr. Kaufmann said that 503 chil-
dren are registered and 291 are on the
swim teams. “Those are good num-
bers,” he said.

Mr. Kaufmann said he would get
some prices for re-plastering the pool
and look at capital projects for the next
five years. Pool Committee Chairman
Loren Weinstein said, “We’re going to
reassess what we have today and see
what we need.”

On another issue, Mr. Echausse said
the recreation department needs to talk
to the Westfield Soccer Association
(WSA) again about signage for the Sid
Faye and Houlihan soccer fields.

“If they’re putting up signs, I’d like
to see the WSA website on it,” Mr.
Kaufmann said. “They wanted signs
on the fence that divides the fields (Sid
Fay/Houlihan). We want the signs to
face Lamberts Mill Road.”

Mr. Fox suggested a four-by-eight-
foot banner with blue lettering. “I just
want it standardized. We’ll have our
own Westfield Recreation sign there,”
Mr. Echausse said. Mr. Kaufmann said
the league should give him a color copy
of the sign.

Mr. Kaufmann updated the commis-
sioners on the status of the soccer field
at Sycamore and Central Avenues. He
said there are two plans: Plan A would
cost $125,000 to $150,000 and Plan B
would cost between $150,000 and
$200,000 and be a total redo of the
field.

He added that the work could be
done for half the cost if the commission
used people from the Department of
Public Works (DPW) and hired some
additional seasonal workers at $8 to
$10 an hour. He said there would be
equipment and materials costs. Mr.
Kaufmann added that the state has a
contract for removing trees at Sycamore
and Central. He said the trees would be
removed from the Central Avenue
firehouse to the end of the recreation
property.

“There are some contractors in the
area who have done exceptional work
for us,” he added. “They’re already
working on irrigation there and have
half of the field done.”

Mr. Kaufmann also said the bids for
the Jefferson Field renovations would
go out in August.

Mr. Kaufmann said that the recent
heavy rain has had an impact on the
clay at the Memorial fields. “We just
received four bags of clay,” he said. Mr.
Fox said, “Memorial fields look good.”

Mr. Kaufmann said the department
would apply for a Union County Open
Space Trust Fund grant again to do Sid
Fay/Houlihan fields. He said last year
the department only received $50,000,
when it had asked for $770,000. “Hope-
fully, this year, we’ll get more money,
he said.

The next commission meeting will
be in September.

Parker Gardens property on Terrill
Road.

He told The Leader he has dealt with
“a lot of big issues” during his tenure in
Vernon – which has a population simi-
lar to that of Scotch Plains – and that he
was “usually able to form a consensus”
on significant matters. He said he will
seek to “provide the best level of ser-
vice while being as cost-effective as
possible” – a goal he admitted was a
“tall order but achievable.”

Mayor Glover explained his vote
against the appointment as motivated
by questions about Mr. Giaimis’ expe-
rience. “I didn’t think he had the expe-
rience necessary to run our municipal-
ity,” the mayor told The Leader. Vernon
and Randolph, he said, are not towns
“that are in sync with Scotch Plains.”
Mr. Glover said that, given the “many
challenges the township faces, I didn’t
feel comfortable with him being put at
the helm.”

He said the council had interviewed
several candidates in the week before
hiring Mr. Giaimis and said the vetting
process – which eventually narrowed
the field of candidates to two – was
unnecessarily accelerated. “We didn’t
know either of the [final two] candi-
dates for more than an hour,” the mayor
said.

The other four council members of-
fered words of praise for Mr. Giaimis,
with Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
calling him “bright, energetic and well
versed in our system of government.”
Noting the dual roles played since
March by Mr. LaCosta – who she called
“an amazing asset” – she told The
Leader that Mr. Giaimis’ appointment
is “the first step to putting this business
of multiple hats to bed,” saying that
Scotch Plains is “a community ripe
with potential that needs leadership, at
each level and in each area, to ensure
that we are making the best decisions
possible” for its future.

Councilman Louis Beckerman told
The Leader he was confident that Mr.
Giaimis “will be able to jump right in”
and begin to work on some of the issues
facing Scotch Plains, including the
police merger and the Parker Gardens
development, which Mr. Beckerman

called “one of the most extensive build-
ing projects in the township’s history.”
He also praised the bipartisan vote to
hire Mr. Giaimis, saying that “instead
of partisan bickering, the council voted
to bring competent, professional man-
agement to Scotch Plains.”

“I think Jerry will add tremendous
value to Scotch Plains,” said Council-
man William Vastine, noting to The
Leader that Mr. Giaimis had been “able
to bring order to [Vernon Township]
after they had gone through five man-
agers in less than a year.” He said the
new manager “is committed to restor-
ing the organization and creating inno-
vative approaches to help curb the bur-
den of irresponsible budgeting.”

Councilman Michael Marcus said
Mr. Giaimis “comes to us highly rec-
ommended by those who have worked
with him previously in municipal gov-
ernment,” and told The Leader he be-
lieves the new manager “will bring
stability to the position.” He expressed
his hope that Mr. Giaimis “will be
successful and that he’ll be here for a
while.”

Several council members lamented
the lack of a unanimous vote on Mr.
Giaimis’ appointment, with the deputy
mayor calling the 4-to-1 vote “unfortu-
nate.”

“No one who assumes a role as criti-
cal as this one should ever have to
wonder what degree of support they
will get from those who should be in
their corner,” Mrs. Gialanella said.

Mr. Vastine – referring to his dis-
agreements this year with the mayor on
issues ranging from funding for the
Special Improvement District and the
library to Mr. Underhill’s resignation
and the replacement of professional
service providers – said that “given the
destruction we have seen since the
new mayor took office, bringing
Jerry on board was the best possible
solution – and, frankly, maybe the
only possible solution to get the town
back on track.” He added that he was
troubled that “the mayor would not
support what could have been a
unanimous vote, but I guess progress
isn’t part of the mayor’s priority
agenda.”
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Scotch Plains Manager

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Rec. Commission

tional 30 spaces would be required.
Mr. McSweeney said the town ordi-
nance excludes the basement from
the equation as it is only being used
for storage, a bathroom and an em-
ployee break area. He also said most
of the businesses in the GB1 zone
have insufficient parking and most
of the customers park on the street.

The plan also includes two en-
closed loading docks for tractor
trailer deliveries, along with three
other spaces for additional delivery
vehicles. Stop & Shop also is re-
questing that it be allowed to accept
deliveries between the hours of 7
a.m. and 10 p.m. Mr. Gasiorowski
stated that it is “unsafe” for the
tractor trailers to enter and exit the
parking lot under the currently pro-
posed plan. Mr. Cockren suggested
he offer such testimony with his
own traffic expert at a future meet-
ing.

Cross-examination of Mr.
McSweeney will continue at a spe-
cial meeting on Tuesday, July 16, at
7:30 p.m. and it is expected that
testimony will begin for Mr.
Gasiorowski’s expert witnesses at
that meeting.
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Stop & Shop
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Mountainside Council
a position on the council and was
already on the November ballot.
Mr. Wass had previously declined
to run for office as an incumbent.

Mr. Dierkes elaborated on his en-
try into politics. “I came to a town
meeting and I met John Post. We
talked for a while after the meeting
and he asked me if I wanted to be on
a board. Eventually, I joined the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity board.”

After serving on that board for
five years, Mr. Dierkes is currently
the board’s chairman, the first
Mountainside resident to hold that
position.

“I very much like Mountainside.
I think I offer a little bit of a differ-
ent perspective. And I think I can be
of assistance to Mountainside,” Mr.
Dierkes said.

In other news, members from the
Mountainside Rescue Squad ap-
peared before the council to re-
quest permission to obtain quotes
for the purchase of a new ambu-
lance.

Captain Bruce Meyer addressed
the council on the squad’s need for
a new ambulance. “We have two
ambulances, one is a 1997 [model]
and one is a 2001. The older one is
16 years old...what’s happening
now is the maintenance costs are

becoming prohibitive.
“Usually we spend in the vicinity

of $1,000 in a good year and $1,400
in a bad year [for maintenance].
The last two years we spent $20,000,
mostly on that old one. Everything
is staring to go. It has a number of
problems that we are living with
but they’re getting worse and the
cost is getting to be a lot.”

Mr. Meyer stated the cost of a
new ambulance would be between
$145,000 and $150,000. This esti-
mate would include installation of
emergency lights, sirens and the
like.

The council determined that Mr.
Debbie, the borough administrator;
Councilwoman Deanna Andre, a
Rescue Squad Committee member;
the borough’s Chief Financial Of-
ficer Jill Goode, and representa-
tives of the rescue squad would
meet to discuss options for request-
ing bids.

The next council meeting open to
the public is scheduled for Tues-
day, July 16, 8 p.m. at Mountainside
Borough Hall.

Have a Happy
 4th of July!


