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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

CLASS OF 2013...The Westfield College Men’s Club recognized 13 graduating
students from the Class of 2013 with scholarships totaling $42,000 at a reception
held on June 6 at the home of Jet and Susan Taylor. The recipients of this year’s
scholarships, pictured left to right, are: Christopher Harris, Robert Romano,
Robert Cassie, Benjamin Schwartz, Alex Ying, Timothy Huber, Connor Moore,
Jimmy Yang, Jason Colasanti, Pengju (Jimmy) Jin, Matthew Webb, Christopher
Ick and Edmund Han. This year’s event marked the 90th year that the Westfield
College Men’s Club has awarded scholarships to deserving students.

Photo courtesy of Donna Vasel
OFF THEY GO...Prior to graduation on June 25, Westfield High School seniors
pose with their caps, decorated to reflect the college they will attend in the fall.
Pictured, seated, left to right, are: Jasmine Aldana, Cara Realmuto and Lauren
Anzevino, and top row, left to right, are: Kelly Vasel, Emily McBain and Grace
Partridge.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COMMUNITY CONCERT...The Westfield Community Band, under the direction of Dr. Thomas N. Connors, performs
at Mindowaskin Park last Thursday night. The band will continue its summer concert series on Thursdays, July 4, 11 and
18, at 7:30 p.m. in Mindowaskin Park.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
SEVERE WEATHER...The National Weather Service confirmed that a tornado
with winds estimated at 85 miles per hour touched down in Berkeley Heights on
Monday. A tree on Kline Boulevard, above, lays toppled in its wake.

Improvement Authority to
‘Test’ Options For Runnells

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County Free-
holders last Thursday approved a
memorandum of understanding be-
tween the county and the Union County
Improvement Authority (UCIA) to re-
view options for the future operation of
Runnells Specialized Hospital.

A report to the freeholders in Febru-
ary from Complete Healthcare Re-
sources (CHR), a consulting firm hired
by the county, estimated that leasing
Runnells to a nursing home operator
would result in annual payments to the
county of between $1.4 and $2.1 mil-
lion.

The report estimated that the sale of
Runnells, located at 40 Watchung Way
in Berkeley Heights, could bring be-
tween $22.4 and $25.8 million. CHR
said Runnells lost $17 million as of the
end of 2011. Media reports say Runnells
currently is $20 million in the red.

At Thursday’s meeting, Frank
Guzzo, the county’s director of human
services, who filled in for County Man-
ager Al Faella, said there is no time
frame for completion of the Runnells
study.

“It is now time...to move this for-
ward,” Mr. Guzzo told the freeholders.
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He said the memorandum of under-
standing gives UCIA the authority to
“test the market on those options that
were delineated in that report” and that
the UCIA would come back with a
report to the board to review and dis-
cuss “which way go” with Runnells.

Kenilworth resident John Bury ques-
tioned the need for the Runnells study.
“I thought it [CHR report] laid it [op-
tions] out and that you could be doing
this yourself,” Mr. Bury said.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen said the
report gave options, “but really doesn’t
tell us which one is the most viable and
most financially advantageous and
that’s why we are performing this next
study.”

“It’s a necessary step to move to-
wards a reasoned decision,” Freeholder
Bergen said.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Chris
Hudak said the CHR report looked at a
number of county-run hospitals in New
Jersey, with options in the report “rang-
ing from a direct sale to auction of the
asset.” He said a number of counties
utilize their improvement authorities,
“as a vehicle to change how they were
running their facility.”

“So I would say this resolution is in
line with exploring those options for
this board,” Freeholder Hudak said.

Mr. Guzzo added that the UCIA
would review each of the options in the
CHR report in order for the freeholders
to “make the best decision available to
them for the public and the taxpayers
and the freeholders at-large.”

Although one of the options in the
report was “to do absolutely nothing”

Stop & Shop Hearing Continues
On Plans to Expand Elm St. Store

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Testimony contin-
ued at Monday night’s Westfield Plan-
ning Board meeting regarding Stop
& Shop’s application for expansion
of its Elm Street location.

The company plans to demolish
two office buildings at 203 and 195
Elm Street to enlarge the parking
area and increase the store’s square
footage from 35,426 square feet to
53,555 square feet.

Attorney Howard Geneslaw of the
Gibbons firm in Newark is represent-
ing Stop & Shop, while Ronald
Gasiorowski of Gasiorowski and

Holobinko in Red Bank is represent-
ing objector James Hughes of Mas-
sachusetts Street.

Board member Bob Centrella noted
that Mr. Hughes has never appeared
before the board, and questioned
whether he has to prove a hardship or
if “he’s able to object for any appar-
ent reason.”

Robert Cockren, who is serving as
the board attorney for this applica-
tion, stated that Mr. Hughes is an
interested party to the land use by a
matter of law.

Mr. Geneslaw said he, “object(s)
to the characterization of Mr. Hughes
as an interested party in this matter.”

Mr. Gasiorowski told The West-
field Leader that he has taken the case
over from attorney Arthur Attenasio,
who became ill and could not con-
tinue. He said that because of those
circumstances, which took place in
May, he was not able to provide any
particular information on Mr. Hughes
or who would be paying the legal
fees.

According to Internet searches, Mr.
Gasiorowski previously represented
several ShopRites in opposition of
the expansions of Walmarts. Accord-
ing to The Press of Atlantic City, he
represented Village Supermarkets in
2011 opposing a Walmart applica-
tion in Little Egg Harbor. Village
Supermarkets owns 29 ShopRites,
including ShopRite of Garwood.

Testimony was heard from Stop &
Shop’s professional planner, Daniel
McSweeney, who stated that the ap-
plicant intends to “renovate and mod-
estly expand the existing Stop &
Shop.” And that “an aging, older,
tired supermarket…will all be up-
graded.”

He further testified that the store’s
current non-conforming conditions
would become more conforming, and
that the items that will remain non-
conforming will be improved. Mr.
McSweeney said the supermarket has
been there in excess of 40 years and
that the neighboring residential prop-
erties also have been in existence for
many years and that the supermarket,
“clearly has not adversely impacted
adjoining properties.”

Mr. McSweeney added that the
applicant is seeking eight variances
for signage, but the requests are “rea-
sonable and proper” for the size of
the supermarket. He opined that the
sign ordinances were written for small
storefront users in the business dis-
trict.

Mr. Gasiorowski questioned the
number of parking spaces being pro-
vided in the application. Due to the
square footage, under Westfield zon-
ing 167 spaces are required and 147
are being provided. Mr. Gasiorowski
stated that if the square footage of the
basement were factored in, an addi-
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Correction
An article regarding Westfield High

School graduation that appeared in
last week’s edition of The Westfield
Leader  should have stated that Kristin
Troutman received the Perfect Aca-
demic Distinction Award.

We regret the error.

SP Council Names Former Vernon
Manager As New Township Mgr.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council last week appointed Jerry
Giaimis, who has served as business
administrator in Vernon Township since
2010, as the next township manager to
run the day-to-day operations of the
municipal government.

By a 4-to-1 vote – with Mayor Kevin
Glover casting the lone dissenting vote
– the council on June 26 named Mr.
Giaimis to succeed Henry Underhill,
who resigned in March after six months
in the position. In the ensuing months,
Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta has
served as acting township manager.

“I view Scotch Plains as one of the
premier towns in the state,” Mr. Giaimis
told The Westfield Leader. “When a
manager’s job here opens up, I see it as
an opportunity to do something spe-
cial.” Pointing to the 28-year tenure of

former township manager Thomas
Atkins, who retired five years ago, Mr.
Giaimis said he aims to be “the profes-
sional manager that sticks around” and
gets to know the residents and the town
itself. He will officially begin work on
Wednesday, July 17, and says he plans
to relocate to Scotch Plains.

Mr. Giaimis, 35, will be the fourth
person to serve as manager since the
September 2008 retirement of Mr.
Atkins, who was succeeded that month
by Michael Capabianco, who served
until his resignation in February 2009.
Chris Marion served as manager from
June 2009 until his resignation in March

2012, six months before Mr. Underhill’s
half-year tenure commenced. Prior to
serving in Vernon Township, Mr.
Giaimis was assistant manager in
Randolph and from 2001 to 2004 served
as a councilman in Washington Bor-
ough.

While the township budget for this
year has been approved, Mr. Giaimis
faces a host of other issues, including
the possible police department merger
with Fanwood, the fate of the local
sewer utility, continued cleanup from
Superstorm Sandy and a potential hous-
ing development on a portion of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WF Rec. Comm. Discusses
Improvements to Venues

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The recreation com-
mission met on Monday night for its
only meeting of the summer. Improve-
ments to many recreation venues were
discussed.

Al Rabinowitz and Noah Amentf of
the Westfield Baseball League told the
commissioners they were happy with
the improvement to Gumbert Field 1
and would like to do the same things at
Gumbert 2 and 3. Mr. Rabinowitz said
they would like to redo the infields with
clay and put in cut outs and redo the
irrigation, which, alone, would cost

$10,000. He also said the league would
like to redo the batting cages with roofs
and netting and slabs of concrete.

“We want to move the scoreboards
to the other side of the fields along the
tree line at [fields] 2 and 3, and run a
conduit back there,” he said. “We have
some contractors on the board who will
donate the concrete. We’d also like to
put up netting on the side near the
condos in Garwood. That’s our laun-
dry list.”

He also said the clay at Gumbert 1 is
holding up well. “It’s an education with
pitfalls. We’re learning,” he laughed.
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Wass Resigns, Replaced On
MS Council By Dierkes

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular work session meeting Tues-
day night, the Mountainside Bor-
ough Council announced that Coun-
cilman Jeffrey Wass had resigned at
the council’s last executive session
on June 18. Mr. Wass was not seek-
ing reelection this year.

Borough Administrator Jim
Debbie informed The Westfield
Leader Mr. Wass resigned due to “a
personal family matter.”

Mr. Wass, who served with the
council since 2008, was a member
of the Fire, Solid Waste/Recycling
and Historic Preservation Commit-
tees and the Shade Tree Commis-
sion.

“We have something that does
not take place that often,” Council
President Keith Turner stated. “We
have accepted Mr. Wass’ resigna-
tion from council at our last meet-
ing and our new council person has
been selected.”

Borough attorney John Post
swore in Rene Dierkes, a resident

of Mountainside since 1999, as the
newest borough council member.
Mr. Dierkes, who was running for
council this November, graduated
from Seton Hall University with a
degree in political science and cur-
rently is employed at Morgan
Stanley in Westfield.

Council member Glenn Mortimer
explained the process involved in
Mr. Dierkes’ selection. “For
everybody’s edification, after the
resignation was accepted, the Re-
publican Committee of
Mountainside was charged with
providing three names to this gov-
erning body. They were provided
and the council decided that of those
three people, Rene Dierkes would
be the next councilman.”

Mr. Dierkes will serve the re-
mainder of Mr. Wass’ term, which
is set to expire on December 31 of
this year.

During an exclusive interview
with The Leader, Mr. Dierkes stated
that prior to his appointment he was
in the midst of preparing to run for


