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Early foul trouble on the part of
the home team and streak shoot-
ing that seesawed in favor of the
visitors resulted in a 32-26 Roselle
Catholic victory over the Cranford
High School girls basketball team
in Cranford on January 24.

“It was a tough one, but I am
proud of the way my girls fought
to the end. Both teams are very
aggressive and aggression can
lead to foul trouble, which hap-
pened to us in the first half. We
needed to lay back a bit and be
cautious,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars withstood
shooting hands of ice to sizzle in
the second and third quarters
then returned to the tundra in
the fourth, while the 15-2 Lady
Lions warmed up in the first,

cooled in the second and third
then caught fire in the fourth.

Cougar Jess McCoy and center
Kaitlin McGovern each drew a
pair of fouls in the first quarter
and teammate Kerry Wischusen
drew another. As a result, the
Lions went to the line and sank
four of their free throws, while
Renee Oliver rolled in a pair of
lay-ups, to outscore the Cou-
gars, 8-0, in the quarter. Oliver
scored six of the points.

Tori Pozsonyi scored the first
two points of the second quarter
to make the score, 10-0, but the
Cougars adjusted well to guard-
ing Oliver, and in the meantime
went on a 13-0 run of their own
to eventually win the quarter,
15-2, and the half, 15-12. Jenna
Goeller, who finished the game
with 12 points, sank a pair of 3-
pointers and a pair of free throws

in the quarter. McCoy, who fin-
ished with five steals and five
rebounds, sank five of her 12
points in the quarter and as-
sisted Mairead McKeary on a lay-
up.

“Jenna and Jess did an amazing
job of taking control of the game
both offensively and defensively.
Jenna has been lighting it up
from three and does a good job
of creating things for us,” Coach
Dyer said.

The Cougars were still on the
mark defensively in the third
quarter, limiting Oliver to just
one lay-up and Pozsonyi to a pair
of free throws. Goeller sank a
free throw and another 3-pointer
then McCoy rolled in a lay-up and
converted a steal to a 3-pointer
at the buzzer to give the Cougars
a 24-16 lead entering the fourth
quarter.

McCOY NETS 12 POINTS, 5 STEALS, 5 REBOUNDS; GOELLER NETS 12 POINTS, 3 3-POINTERS

Lady Lions Roar in 4th, Stun Cougar Basketballers, 32-26
“The girls did a great job of

playing sound defense and forc-
ing turnovers. Jenna especially
did a phenomenal job making
things difficult for [Katie] Tobey.
Renee, as well as Tori are very
strong rebounders and post play-
ers. They do a great job of seal-
ing and getting open. My girls did
a nice job making adjustments
and helping shut down the post,”
Coach Dyer said.

But trouble in Cougar town
came quickly with more fouls,
and the Lady Lions capitalized
with a pair of lay-ups and three
free throws to make the score,
24-23, with 5:28 remaining. The
fouls continued and McGovern
received her fifth foul and had to
take a seat with 2:58 left. Forty
seconds later, the Lady Lions
knotted the score, 26-26.

“Kaitlin is a very good post

player, who is not only a defen-
sive threat but an offensive one
as well,” Coach Dyer said.

After Wischusen drew another
foul, Lion guard Niavanni Grant
went to the line and sank two of
her eight points in the quarter.
With 1:14 on the clock and be-
hind by two points, the Cougars
were forced to continue fouling.
Goeller fouled twice, so Lions
Tobey and Oliver, respectively,
went to the line and sank both of
their free throws.

“As freshmen, Jess, Jenna and
Kaitlin were all apart of the 2010
State Sectional Championship
Team and know what it takes and
feels like to win. I’m excited to
see how the end of the season
unfolds,” Coach Dyer said.
Roselle Cath   8   4   4 16 32
Cranford   0 15   9   2 26
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