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Washington School’s Toy HiStory
Mixed Learning With Laughs

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — What happens
when historical figures from different
centuries spend a few hours together?
Fun, music, mayhem, and even a his-
tory lesson or two, as performed by the
Washington School Players last week-
end in their 66th annual production,
Toy HiStory.

Inspired by the popular Toy Story
movies, the show employed the idea of
toys coming to life. Only instead of
focusing on Buzz Lightyear and Woody,
it featured George Washington, Amelia
Earhart, General George Patton, and
Joan of Arc trading barbs with the likes
of Cleopatra and Elvis Presley por-
trayed by Mark Parmelee, Greg
Simpson, Roselle Schjong, Sheila
Wiggins, Julie Shanebrook and Bill

Fallon, respectively.
These dolls and action figures, be-

longing to the fictional Hamilton fam-
ily, were accidentally tossed into a box
donated to a local daycare center. They
had to learn to put aside their differ-
ences — and perform some enjoyable
song and dance numbers — as they
searched for a way back to Westfield.

The road home was not without its
villains. When Lucky Luciano and Al
Capone offered to do them a “favor,”
the toys narrowly escaped.

 Meanwhile, the audience was treated
to the mobsters’ original version of
“My Favorite ‘Tings,” penned by
co-director Phil Leary, and per-
formed with Mafia-style gusto by
John Potamousis and Scott Singer.

The true threat to the toys was
Terrible Timmy, portrayed by PTO

Co-President, Kip Brindle, who had
the audience howling with laughter
as the toddler who stomps through
the daycare center ripping toys limb
from limb, reminiscent of Godzilla’s
attack on Tokyo.

There was even a bit of a show
within a show, as the Hamiltons’
search for the lost historical figures
brought them to Washington School,
where teachers were busy preparing
for the annual performance.

Here, real-life Principal Andrew
Perry and his staff delighted the
crowd by moving and grooving to
Taio Cruz’s “Dynamite.”

Back at the daycare center, the
toys persevered among the Bratz
dolls and General Patton’s (tap-danc-
ing) army, and also witnessed Barbie
and Ken (Jill and Kevin Spellman)
disco-dancing the night away dur-
ing the show’s couples’ number, the
Bee Gees’ “Night Fever.”

It was all Ken could do to physi-
cally restrain Barbie from throwing
herself at Elvis (Bill Fallon), who
gyrated his way through an amusing
rendition of Presley’s “Burning
Love.”

And no Washington School Show
would be complete without a show-
stopping men’s number. This year
the students’ dads sashayed their se-
quined skirts to Carly Rae Jepsen’s
“Call Me Maybe,” with the audience
insisting on an encore.

An annual tradition since 1948
and still the school’s largest
fundraiser, the show is always writ-
ten, directed, performed and pro-
duced by Washington School par-
ents and staff.

Carl Pansini, who handles the
show’s public relations and addi-
tionally choreographed the couples’
number with his wife, Suzanne, es-
timated more than 60 percent of
parents dedicated their time.

“We have approximately 318 stu-
dents in 250 families, with over 150
people working on the show, whether
in it or behind the scenes,” Mr.
Pansini said.

First-time scriptwriter, John
Schwartz, told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times he wanted to write something
fun and clever but also include “his-
tory as a focal point.”

“In modern culture, it’s a 24-hour
news cycle,” Mr. Schwartz said. “But
you can learn a lot from the past and
we tend to forget that…History helps
keep you grounded and understand
that nothing is really new.”

Mr. Schwartz explained the show
itself is a “microcosm of history.”
He also managed to incorporate lo-
cal history into some scenes, includ-
ing having the Hamilton children
discover how Westfield was formerly
known as “The West Fields of Eliza-
beth.”

After the performance, he said he
felt “overjoyed” to see his script come
to life and was very appreciative of all
those involved.

Toy HiStory was produced by Mike
Constantinou, Mike Guarnuccio, Marc
Fishman and Liz Mulholland.

Katie Garguilo, who co-directed
with Mr. Leary, said of the school
community’s collaborative effort,
“People can’t believe how it really
does take a village.”

She praised all the parents for vol-
unteering their individual talents. For
example, the script called for six ac-
tual dolls to be shown in the toy box
before “coming to life” as actors. Par-
ent Tina Macry was able to not only
sew them from scratch, but match
their costumes to the actors’ ward-
robes.

Ms. Garguilo said while the script is
chosen in the spring and developed
over the summer, the parents really
enjoy “so much camaraderie” work-
ing closely together the entire month
of January.

“When it’s all over, you kind of miss
it,” Ms. Garguilo said. “That happens
to me every year where a couple of
weeks later, I feel like, hmm, I could
really go for a rehearsal right now.”
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COMPANY B…General George Patton (Greg Simpson) struts off the stage with
his Company B tap dancers, Sheila Wiggins, left, Kelley Schultz, right, and Gina
Bergman, during the Washington School Show, Toy HiStory.
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GANGNAM STYLE…Brian Tortorella leads the gang Gangnam Style with
“Let’s Go” dancers, pictured, left to right, Janine Kennedy, Suzanne Pansini,
Nancy Ciano, Jennifer Melvin, Mindy Cullen, Nicole Pedersen, Heather Robinson,
Melissa Goldman and Gina Tortorella during Washington School’s fundraiser,
Toy HiStory.
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SMOOTH CRIMINALS…In Toy HiStory, Washington School’s annual
fundraiser, smooth criminals, Lucky Luciano, left, (John Potamousis) and Al
Capone (Scott Singer) plot to block the historical figures’ escape from Sunshine
Daycare Center.

The Town Book Store to Host
Children’s Author Ken Schwarz

WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store will host Ken Schwarz, author
of the children’s book, “The Happy
Spaceship” on Saturday, February 2,
from 2 - 4 p.m.

Bright and colorful, “The Happy
Spaceship” tells the simple story of
three young boys who dream of fly-
ing in a spaceship so they plan and
build their own from household items
allowing their imaginations to take
them to the places they have dreamt
of. This book is based on the author’s
childhood memories growing up in a
small town in the 1950s. Times were
simpler then and boyhood dreams of
space travel lived only in their hearts
and minds.

Kenneth Schwarz is a graphic art-
ist and teacher. He is a graduate of the
duCret School of Art in Plainfield.

Ken also attended Kean University
and Marywood University for post
graduate studies in graphic design
and teacher certification on the post
secondary level. He is the former
principal of KS Creative Art Services
and recently retired as a graphic com-
munications coordinator at Somerset
County Technology Institute (now
Raritan Valley Community College).
He currently illustrates and paints
and teaches part time at the duCret
School of Art.

Meet Ken Schwarz at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets). If you are
unable to attend this event, feel free
to call The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535 to reserve an autographed
copy of “The Happy Spaceship.”
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BURNING LOVE…Elvis Presley (Bill
Fallon) proves he is still the “King”
during his presentation of “Burning
Love” during Toy HiStory.

WHS Hosts Former and Current
Bands for Hurricane Sandy Relief

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — With Hurricane
Sandy’s effects still being felt across
the state, Westfield High School
(WHS) hosted a three-hour concert
on Friday night to raise funds for
relief efforts. The event featured
bands comprised of current and
former Westfield students, as well
as WHS teachers.

The event, which sold close to 200
tickets, was hosted by WHS stu-
dents Alexandra Palutucci and stu-
dent council President Alex Jeffery,
who referred to themselves as “Alex
and Alex.” The funds were divided
between a pair of sources – St. Paul’s
Methodist Church, which had been
working with Sandy relief, and
Helping Hands (HH), a WHS pro-
gram designed to raise money for
students/local families in crisis.

In this case, HH will provide as-
sistance to the family of Mark
Halloway, a Westfield student who
passed away recently due to symp-
toms related to the flu.

“Alex and Alex” worked hard on
the event, and were extremely
pleased with the turnout, despite
the snow falling outside. “The poor
weather didn’t stop us from having
a successful night, which shows just
how incredible our community is,”
Alex Palatucci said.

The evening started strong with
Transit Radio (TR), comprised of
Westfield’s youngest up and com-
ing musicians. Led by singer/gui-
tarist Colin Barry, the group tore
through their set of original songs,
from the Blink 182-ish “Don’t Let
Go,” the power-pop “Project Revo-
lution” and the very appropriate
“Welcome to Jersey.” The band
danced around the stage widely,
and took plenty of time to engage
the audience in humorous banter
(rather then sell merchandise to help
raise funds, TR auctioned off a date

with their bassist Connor Wynne)
and to encourage dancing on the
floor.

The high-energy performance
was followed by Hammond, led by
WHS teacher Jay Ruggierio. Blend-
ing elements of Tom Petty and al-
ternative rock group, Sister Hazel,
the group performed excellent
jangle-pop rock such as “Got It,”
the Traveling Wilbury’s-esque “Last
Call for Happiness,” and the hooky
“California.” The group also showed
dexterity with a faithful cover of
Pink Floyd’s “Time.”

This was followed by a band made
up of former WHS students, Static
Jacks, who were clearly the band
the audience was most eager to see
(which made it surprising they did
not headline). Attendees crowded
the stage as the Jacks performed a
high energy set, well-tuned through
the touring the group had done for
their debut album If You’re Young.

But while the group performed
well, there was an aloofness to their
performance. They only spoke to
the crowd once, and mostly pushed
through their set without stopping,
giving a well-performed, but less
then heartfelt show.

The night’s final band, The Fly-
ing Dogs of Jupiter were, by con-
trast, extremely audience friendly,
not only speaking about various

points about their Westfield his-
tory, but also displaying their lyrics
on a stage projector. Having per-
formed together for over thirty
years, the Dogs knew how to capti-
vate the audience, as they performed
various sixties-blues rock songs –
often throwing in harmonica, or on
one song, spoons – backed by a
group of WHS students called the
Jovian Horns.

Their material ranged from the
Mississippi-Delta based “Gridlock
in my Heart” to the humorous
“Buddy Holly Not Fade Away,”
which name dropped several songs
by the famed fifties singer.

To end the night, the Dogs then
thanked the audience, the bands,
and then invited the groups back up
for a run through the rock classics
“Twist and Shout” and “Johnny B.
Goode” as the WHS auditorium
filled with dancing.

Donations can be made out to
WHS with “Relief Efforts” on the
memo line. Mailed donations can
be sent to Westfield High School,
c/o Lori Scicolone, 550 Dorian
Road Westfield, N.J., 07090.

Visit whsbenefit.weebly.com for
more information.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SANDY BENEFIT...Transit Radio, above, perform at Westfield High School (WHS) during a concert Friday night to
benefit Hurricane Sandy victims, as well as support Helping Hands, a WHS program which helps local families in crisis.

Coffee with a Conscience
Series to Host Beaucoup Blue

WESTFIELD — The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series contin-
ues its thirteenth season by present-
ing the acclaimed father and Son
duo from Philadelphia, Beaucoup
Blue. The concert will take place
on Saturday, February 16, at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, 1 East Broad Street (cor-
ner of North Avenue) in Westfield.
Doors will open at 7:30 p.m. and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $19 on line and $23 at the
door.

This concert will benefit the Com-
munity FoodBank of New Jersey.
Tickets can be purchased online in
advance by going to:
beaucoupblue2.eventbrite.com

Beaucoup Blue is the Philadel-
phia based duo of David and Adrian
Mowry. Father and son have been
performing their music strongly
rooted in the blues, up and down
the eastern seaboard. Bridging many
gaps in American music, their soul-
ful traditional and contemporary
style mesh into an innovative and
authentic sound.

Although blues is a staple in their
repertoire, they also base their love
in music from folk, soul, R&B, jazz,
country, and bluegrass. All these
interests and influences come out
in their original songwriting in a
unique way.

A handsome range of instruments
- six and 12 string guitars, slide
guitar, Dobro and the two soulful
voices - blend together like only
family members can, affecting au-
diences wherever they perform.

Please listen and hear for your-
self what this unique family duo
has to offer.

For more information about this

concert and the featured artists, visit
beaucoupblue2.eventbrite.com

The Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series is a seven-show se-
ries running from October through
May at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield. The Series
supports the following charities:
Contact We Care (Westfield),
Homefirst (Plainfield), Habitat for
Humanity (Plainfield), the Com-
munity Food Bank of NJ (Hilside)
and the Keith Knost Special Needs
Fund (Mountainside). Each benefi-
ciary has at least one concert dedi-
cated to it during the season.

BEAUCOUP BLUE...The Coffee With a Conscience Concert Series continues its
thirteenth season by presenting the acclaimed father and son duo from Philadel-
phia, Beaucoup Blue. The concert will take place on Saturday, February 16, at the
First United Methodist Church of Westfield, 1 East Broad Street (corner of North
Avenue). Doors will open at 7:30 p.m. and the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission
is $19 on line and $23 at the door. Community FoodBank of New Jersey.

Stars On Stage Winter/
Spring Program Announced
METUCHEN — The Forum The-

atre Professional Theatre Program
for Kids, Stars On Stage, will begin
classes on Saturday February 16.
Now in its sixth season, Stars On
Stage students learn every aspect of
musical theatre. From auditioning
to script work, singing and chore-
ography all culminating in four per-

formances, open to the public, on
the Forum Theater stage.

Students also learn respect for
the arts, what it takes to be in an
ensemble and most importantly,
self-esteem and self-confidence.
Stars on Stage will present an origi-
nal revue, And The Tony Goes To...
Songs and scenes from classic
Broadway and contemporary Tony
Award winning and losing shows
will be the focus. Students will learn
the history of the greatest musicals,
as well as perform scenes and songs
from these shows.

All students are welcome to join
the program whether they have any
onstage experience or not. It is the
desire to work with others in a cre-
ative, learning environment that
matters most of all.

The cost for the 11-week pro-
gram is $650 with discounts for
siblings. Registration for students
ages eight to 14 will be on Monday,
February 4, and Tuesday, February
5, from 4:30 to 7 p.m. The program
begins Saturday, February 16, with
performances on May 17, 18 and
19.

To register by phone or for more
information call (732) 548-5600.

www.goleader.com


