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Gangster Squad
An Offer you can Refuse

2 popcorns

Musical Club of Westfield to
Perform Free Concert

Auditions for Minuetto
Music Festival’s Young Artist

TRIBUTE TO THE PRESIDENTS…Dr. Ted Schlosberg, Founder and Execu-
tive Director of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts and a member of the Union
Municipal Band, will be a featured soloist on the French horn for the band’s
President’s Day Concert on Monday, February 11. Dr. Schlosberg will perform
the Richard Strauss “Concerto for Horn, No. 1 in E flat major op 11” at the
concert in the Hannah Caldwell School Auditorium, 1120 Commerce Avenue in
Union. The performance begins at 7:45 p.m. and is free to the public.

SUMMIT — Continuo Arts an-
nounces auditions for its 2013 Milton
Cross Young Artist Showcase, a com-
petition for vocal artists young in
their careers. Auditions are not open
calls and appointments are required.
To schedule a live audition, call (908)
264-5324 or e-mail
Jocelyn@continuoarts.org. Materials
may also be submitted electronically.
Visit www.continuoarts.com for de-
tails.

The Milton Cross Young Artist
Showcase aims to identify young
vocalists with a bright future. Young
artists will compete with the winners
selected for two levels of awards: The
Milton Cross Award Winners and the
Rising Artist Winners.

The Young Artists selected will have
the opportunity to perform on the
Young Artist Showcase Concert and
with the Minuetto Symphonic Cho-
rus and Orchestra at the Festival Fi-
nale Concert the last week of June. In
addition the top winners will be
awarded with solo and duet opportu-
nities in the opera and concert selec-
tion, which include opera selections
from Rossini’s “Il Barbiere di
Siviglia” and the Vaughn Williams
“Dona Nobis Pacem.”

The 2012 Milton Cross Award
winners were Judy Marchman from
the University of Miami, and Sharon
Byrne, a local resident. Sharon
Byrne is the mezzo-soprano soloist
and alto section leader at Calvary
Episcopal Church in Summit. As a
result of their participation in the
competition and the Minuetto Mu-
sic Festival, last season’s artists have
gone on to performance opportuni-
ties such as the Chicago Lyric Op-
era, Miami’s Riunite Opera, teach-
ing and conducting positions and

other openings garnered from the
connections and introductions
made.

Throughout the festival, conduc-
tors, choir directors, artists’ repre-
sentatives and others who employ
and promote young artists are in-
vited and attend the various festival
concerts.

The Milton Cross Young Artist
Showcase honors the famed radio
announcer from the Metropolitan
Opera, Milton Cross. “Mr. Cross
was dedicated to promoting the ca-
reers of young performers, and The
Continuo Arts Foundation is pleased
to honor Mr. Cross by naming the
young artist program, The Milton
Cross Young Artist Showcase” said
Artistic Director Candace Wicke.

Great uncle to Summit’s Janet
Whitman, and the original “voice”
of the Met for 43 years until his
passing in 1975, he debuted as nar-
rator for the Metropolitan Opera on
its first radio broadcast, “Hansel
and Gretel,” on Christmas Day in
1931.

The Minuetto Music Festival will
take place the week of June 24-29.
The Young Artist Showcase will be
Tuesday, June 25, the Thursday,
June 27, concert will feature inter-
national artists and the Festival Fi-
nale Concert with Symphonic cho-
rus, orchestra and soloists will be
Saturday, June 29.

The Minuetto Music Festival is
sponsored by The Grand Summit
Hotel and Peapack-Gladstone Bank.
Concerts take place at Central Pres-
byterian Church, 70 Maple Street,
Summit. Details are available by
calling (908) 264-5324 or by visit-
ing the website
www.continuoarts.com.

P O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R N

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

A typical shoot em’ up, director
Ruben Fleischer’s version of how a
special police team was able to rid
Los Angeles of gangster Mickey
Cohen’s megalomaniacal control
can’t help but dredge up current
events. With each firefight, and fol-
lowing every vile spate of gratuitous
brutality, the American appetite for
bloodshed is affirmed. It boggles the
mind.

 So we ponder the same old argu-
ment, the bevy of rehashed rational-
izations: Guns don’t kill people; Hol-
lywood, by its example, kills people.
Or, does it merely reflect and tacitly
celebrate the social illness diagnosed
in Michael Moore’s “Bowling for
Columbine” (2002)? Case in point:
Consciously or not, “Gangster Squad”
fills the trough of savagery.

 “Inspired by a true story,” which
could be interpreted to mean any-
thing, in and of itself this film is
inconsequential. It is neither histori-
cally accurate nor elucidative. Yet, on
its own terms, filling a segment of
society’s strange demand, it is effec-
tive. That it’s about subduing a known
pariah gives permission to spray the
red dye 3 without compunction.

 The formula is familiar. And sadly,
so is the conveyor belt delivery of
murder and mayhem... a veritable
smorgasbord of barbarity, executed
in Rube Goldberg style. You see, plain
old fashioned killing isn’t enough for
today’s jaded, sanguinary tastes. You
have to mix it up, add some explo-
sions, and shock us with something
really disgusting.

 However, for those who say they
can separate alleged entertainment
from any social castigation lodged
by a bleeding heart film critic, this is
rousing stuff. Featuring decent pro-
duction standards and fairly capable
direction, the neo-Chinatown (1974),
L.A. Confidential (1997) genre offers
a good excuse to excitingly recreate
the postwar period.

 Emulating those last breaths of
the film noir era, the art direction
splays its graphic interpretation across
the screen in movie poster color, con-
cerned more with artistic paean than
period accuracy. But the costumes
are great, as are the cars, the interior
design and the appurtenances. And
most of the actors know not to play
their characters too seriously.

 Unfortunately, Sean Penn, argu-
ably the most talented of the crew,
can’t quite find a comfortable spot
between actual portrayal and
cartoonish caricature. Banged up to
appear like the former boxer Cohen
was, he is a ranting psychopath remi-
niscent of Al Pacino’s Tony Montana
(Scarface), but looking more like his
Big Boy Caprice in Dick Tracy.

 Less problematic is Josh Brolin as
the handsomely square-jawed Sgt.
John O’Mara, handpicked by the even
more square-jawed Chief Parker
(Nick Nolte) to lead the intrepid crew
of stereotypical misfits. Of course
this ultra dangerous mission is some-
thing the war hero just has to do if
L.A. is to be a safe place for the baby
he and his wife are expecting.

 A tad less clichéd, but also written
to characterize the plight of returning
WWII veterans trying to reassimilate
into society, Ryan Gosling is Sgt.
Jerry Wooters. He drinks, but isn’t
cynical to the point of ruling out the
chance of true love. It only figures
that he and Mickey Cohen’s main
squeeze, Grace (Emma Stone), sup-
ply the film’s taboo romance.

 All recruited/introduced in Mag-
nificent Seven (1960) fashion, the

eclectic bunch of crime fighters
extraordinaire represent a type for
every demography. Coleman Harris
(Anthony Mackie) is the only law in
the ghetto; Robert Patrick’s Max
Kennard is a rootin’- tootin’, sharp
shooting cowboy; and Giovanni
Ribisi is the compulsory geek.

 And, perhaps as homage to its
filmic progenitor, there’s even the
young, uninvited warrior, anxious to
fight alongside the big boys. Por-
trayed by Horst Bucholz (Chico) in
the aforesaid classic, here he is
Navidad Ramirez, played by Michael
Peña. No surprise, there is an infinite
supply of Cohen henchmen, anxious
to die in his iniquitous service.

 However, while unabashedly de-
rivative, and knowing full well it isn’t
going to attract viewers with a seri-
ous historic interest, Gangster Squad
is cautious to strut its carnage and
butchery just a degree north of
campiness. The opening scene,
wherein Cohen means to send an
ugly warning to his Chicago counter-
part, unmistakably sets the sadistic
tone.

 All of which makes this formu-
laic, factory-made slab of fodder a
cultural curiosity. Fact is, the blood
and guts crowd could lap up much
more hemoglobin spillage by feast-
ing on any of several slice-and-dice
horror films now playing at the Bijou.
One wonders if clothing the slaugh-
ter in a gangster tale makes it more
appetizing.

 If I were smart enough, I’d teach
the speculated link between movie
gunplay and the epidemic assault on
real-life Americans in a three-credit
seminar at Harvard, especially if they
threw in a dental plan. While only a
footnote, “Gangster Squad” is symp-
tomatic of a psychosocial disease that
menaces us with no less virulence
than any of history’s plagues.

 …
Gangster Squad, rated R, is a

Warner Bros. Pictures release directed
by Ruben Fleischer and stars Sean
Penn, Josh Brolin and Emma Stone.
Running time: 113 minutes

WESTFIELD — The Musical
Club of Westfield’s free monthly
concert series continues with a con-
cert on Wednesday, February 13, at
1 p.m. at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, 170 Elm St.

The program offers an exciting
range of music from the Baroque,
Classical and Contemporary eras.
Debbie Parente-Rosin and Beverly
Shea will play selections from
Brahms “Hungarian Dances” for
piano four hands. Debra Biderman
and Lubove Schnable, violin and
Brenda Day, piano will offer the
“Trio Sonata in D minor Wg. 145”
by C.P.E. Bach. Jenny Cline, flute
and Mary Beth McFall, piano will

perform “Sonata Number 1” by Eric
Ewazen.

Dr. Erwazen teaches at Julliard
and writes in a neo-romantic style,
which makes use of lyrical melo-
dies and driving rhythmic figures.
The sonata was written for flutist
Marya Martin and was premiered at
the 2011 National Flute Associa-
tion Convention.

The public is invited to meet the
artists at a reception after the con-
cert with light refreshment.

The Musical Club of Westfield is
a 501c(3) non-profit organization
founded in 1915 with the mission
to foster and encourage music per-
formance and scholarship.

MONTHLY CONCERT...Eric Ewazen and Jenny Cline will perform at The
Musical Club of Westfield’s free monthly concert series on Wednesday, February
13, at 1 p.m. at the First Baptist Church of Westfield, 170 Elm Street.

Rahway Arts District Seeks
Vendors for Artists’ Flea

RAHWAY - Rahway Arts District
is now seeking vendor applications
for Artists’ Flea, a curated market of
art, fine craft, vintage and antique
goods, and artist supplies. The event
will take place on Saturday, April
20, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., rain or
shine.

Artists and artisans, vintage and
antique dealers, gourmet food ven-
dors, and sellers of art supplies will
have the opportunity to buy, sell,
and trade their goods. Artists’ Flea
will unite the best of the New Jersey
and New York creative communities
with buyers that enjoying discover-
ing unique products.

Artists’ Flea will feature a curated
selection of fine art, jewelry,
wearables, artist supplies and mate-
rials, crafts by local artisans and
designers, antique and repurposed
furniture, vintage clothing and ac-
cessories, collectibles and antiques,
and gourmet packaged food.

The market will take place in the
Rahway Arts District, just minutes
from the Rahway Train Station and

major transportation arteries. Con-
venient parking is located nearby.

Inside and outside vendor space is
limited. Sellers may apply using the
online application form on the
ArtsRahway.com website (click on
“Display,” then “Artists Flea”)
through Friday, March 1. There is a
non-refundable $10 vendor applica-
tion fee. Additional booth fees, table
or tent rentals, are listed in the appli-
cation form and charged separately
upon vendor acceptance/confirma-
tion.

Except for artist supplies, selling
wholesale factory-made products is
not permitted. This is a curated mar-
ket to ensure the integrity of the
experience for both buyers and sell-
ers; therefore, submission does not
guarantee acceptance.

A complete list of participating
vendors will be published in early
April. For more information, visit
ArtsRahway.com, email
info@artsrahway.com, or call the
Rahway Arts District office at (732)
540-1075.

WINTER CONCERT...On Sunday, February 10, at 3 p.m., the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Concert Band, under the direction of conductor
Howard Toplansky, will perform a winter concert at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield.

NJWA Concert Band to
Play at Temple Emanu-El

WESTFIELD — On Sunday, Feb-
ruary 10, at 3 p.m., the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Con-
cert Band, under the direction of
conductor Howard Toplansky, will
perform a winter concert at Temple
Emanu-El, 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield. This is the second of a
four concert series for the 2012-
2013 concert season. The event is
open to the public and admission is
$10 per person.

“We are delighted to be invited
back to play at Temple Emanu-El.
Our musical selections are geared
to please a variety of musical tastes
and range from Renaissance to Rag-
time favorites,” stated Toplansky.
“Donna Juanita” Overture by Franz
von Suppe, “Selections of George
Gershwin” by David Bennett, and
“Sarabande” by Carl Bohm will be
featured on this program.

The concert will also offer “Fire
Dance” and “Sea Trilogy” both by
Elliot Del Borgo and “Watermelon
Club Rag” by J. B. Lampe. Several
fine marches will also be performed
on this program, which include

“Hall of Fame” by Joseph Olivadoti,
and “Le Sabre” by Eric Osterling.

Rounding out this concert will be
“Hills of Manchuria” Waltz by Ilya
Shatrov, “Tango for Band” by Glenn
Osser and, “La Bella Roma” by
John Cacavas.

For further information about the
concert or to learn how to become a
member of the NJWA Concert Band,
call (908) 789-9696 or e-mail at
njwaband@att.net.

Crescent Concerts Series to
Present Student Musicians

PLAINFIELD - Five outstanding
young musicians, 16 years old or
younger, will present music for piano
and for violin Sunday, February 10, at
3 p.m. in the sanctuary of the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church, at the
corner of Seventh Street and Crescent
Avenue in Plainfield. The concert is
the second in this year’s Crescent
Concerts Series.

 The exceptionally talented young
artists include Irene Koc of
Bridgewater, Jonathan Wong of Bask-
ing Ridge, Elizabeth Hendy of Bask-
ing Ridge, Claudia Hu of Raritan, and
Elliot Tang of River Edge. They will
perform music by Haydn, Mozart,
Chopin, Beethoven, Liszt,
Mendelssohn, Albenez, Rachmaninoff,
and Ravel.

Irene, a ninth grader at Bridgewater-
Raritan High School, is a student of Dr.
Julia Lam. Under Dr. Lam’s mentoring
and guidance, she has received six First
Place awards in Solo, Duo, and Duet
from the NJ Music Educators Associa-
tion (MEA) and is a two-time First
Place Winner in the NJ Music Teachers
Association (NJMTA) Composer Com-
missioned Competition. She has been a
six-time Winner in the Cecilian Young
Artist Competition resulting in per-
forming at the Alice Tully Hall and the
Zankel Hall of Carnegie Hall. She won
Second Place in the NJMTA Young
Musicians Competitions in her age cat-
egory in 2011.

Jonathan is a junior at Ridge High
School in Basking Ridge. He started
the piano at age six and has studied with
Tomoko Harada for the past five years.
He is a distinguished winner of many
piano competitions, including the 2012
New York Concerti Sinfonietta Shin-
ing Stars Debut Soloists Competition,
the 2012 NJMTA Young Musicians
Competition, and the 2011 Crescendo
International Music Competition. In
addition to being a high honor roll
student, Jonathan is a photographer
and competitive ice hockey player.

Elizabeth is 14 years old and attends
the Manhattan School of Music Pre-
College under the tutelage of Elizabeth
Failey, and Stephen Clapp of Juillard
School of music. She began piano les-
sons at age five, violin lessons at age
eight and singing at age 10. She re-
cently won first place in the Wharton
Music Center Young Artists and is a
finalist in the Adelphi Chamber Or-
chestra Concerto Competition, held at
the Dimenna Hall. Past violin, piano
and singing competitions include the
Golden Key Festival, YPMP(NJ),
APTA, and the Apollo Theater Ama-
teur Night. She has performed in the
Carnegie Recital Hall, Merkin Hall
and Dimenna Hall from 2009 -2012

 Multiple competition winner,
Claudia has appeared numerous times
at Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall,
Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall,
Steinway Hall (New York City), and
the Saint Nicolo Auditorium in
Chioggia (VE, Italy), as well as other
various venues. Claudia’s competi-
tion accomplishments include the
2010 Gold Prize of the Young Artist
and Concerto One-Movement Divi-
sions and the 2012 Gold Prize of the
Young Artist and Solo Competition
of the Young Pianist Competition of
New Jersey. She has been studying
the piano for seven years with Yelena
Ivanov.

 Born in 1998, Elliot began piano
at age of four and has been studying
with pianist Beatrice Long since 2008.
Among the numerous top awards that
he received are First Prize in the 2011
Annual Competition of NJ Music
Educators Association, Grand Prix
of 2011 National Young Artists Cham-
ber Music Competition of the Na-
tional League of Performance Arts,
INC, and Second Prize from 2012
Federation of Music Clubs Annual
Competition. He has performed in
Carnegie Hall, Steinway Gallery in
Paramus, Lile Hall in Summit and
Ingalls Hall of NJ City University. He
is currently in the ninth grade at River
Dell High School.

Tickets at $20 ($15 for seniors and
$5 for students) may be purchased at
the door. Handicap access and bath-
rooms and large print programs are
available. For more information call
(908) 756-2468.

Funding for this concert has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of the
National Endowment of the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

Students to Perform in
GNYO With NJ Symphony

NEWARK — Six Westfield stu-
dents will perform in the Greater
Newark Youth Orchestra’s (GNYO)
annual side-by-side concert with
the New Jersey Symphony Orches-
tra (NJSO) at the NJSO’s “Peter
and the Wolf” family concert on
Saturday, February 9, at 2 p.m. at
the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center (NJPAC) in Newark.

Westfield High School student
Jenny Amador plays the cello,
Michael Aronson the trumpet, Liam
Keller the double base and Edmund
Han and Mary-Walker Rippe the
viola. Roosevelt Intermediate
School student Grace Ascione plays
the viola in GNYO, the celebrated
student orchestra of the NJSO.

The student orchestra will per-
form alongside the NJSO for
“Berceuse and Finale” from
Stravinsky’s “The Firebird.” The
program features Prokofiev’s “Pe-
ter and the Wolf” —with Bob
McGrath of “Sesame Street” fame
narrating — and the Allegro molto
from Rimsky-Korsakov’s
Scheherazade.

The concert is the NJSO’s fifth
annual Gretchen Lochner Gonzales
Memorial Family Concert, which
honors the late NJSO cellist.

Constantine Kitsopoulos conducts.
Interactive Pre-Concert Adven-

tures begin at 1 p.m. in the Pruden-
tial Hall lobby. The activities, which
are free to all ticket holders, in-
clude ready-to-play child-sized or-
chestral instruments provided by
Touch the Music with Claudia
Baumgaertner Lemmerz, allowing
y o u n g
concertgoers to
play the instru-
ments.

Pre-concert ac-
tivities also in-
clude a craft sta-
tion, photo booth
and a station at
which children can
practice tying
knots like the ones
Peter used to cap-
ture the wolf in the
classic story.

All tickets for
“Peter and the
Wolf” are $15 and
are available for
purchase online at
www.njsymphony.org
or by phone at
(800) ALLEGRO
(255.3476).

YOUNG ARTIST…Erica Papillion-Posey, a Minuetto
Music Festival 2012 Rising Star Artist, is currently playing
Carmen at the Greater Miami Opera. This performance
opportunity was the result of connections she made during
the Minuetto Music Festival. Young Artist Applications
are now being accepted for the 2013 season, visit
www.continuoarts.com for details.

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe


