
Page 14  Thursday, January 31, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Roselle Cagers Beat Blue Devil Boys, 55-39
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No. 1 Lady Blue Devils Sink No. 2 IHA, 95-75
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

and set Blue Devil nerves on edge.
Blue Devils Daniel and Devin touched
3-5 in the event. Cronin at 52.6 and
Day at 56.19 touched 1-3 in the 100-
free to knot the team score, 47-47.
Reinhardt touched first in the 500-
free at 5:13.89 and Emily McGann
touched fifth, but IHA touched 2-3-4
to regain the lead, 56-54.

“Their center lane swimmers, par-
ticularly in the 100-fly and the IM,
we knew they could hurt us. We just
needed to step up in other areas. Both
teams had great performances,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jeff Knight said.

“There is always going to be ups
and downs in the meet, and you have
to learn how to bounce back. If you
fall down, you have to get back up,”
Baldwin said.

The undulations definitely changed
for good in favor of the home team
when Cronin, Devin, Day and
Reinhardt touched first in the 200-
free relay in 1:41.31 and Lauren
Schmeider, Courtney Han, Allie
McBrearty and Diamontopolous
touched third to give the Blue Devils
a 64-60 lead.

“IHA is one of the premier pro-
grams in the state. They are always
fantastic, and when we have a chance
to match up against them, you will
see the best out of both teams. We
knew it was going to be tough, and we

just had to continue to get after it. It
was a team victory. Everyone con-
tributed. You could see it on the relays
in particular where we were able to
score in pivotal points. That was the
key to the whole meet,” Coach Knight
said.

Next, Baldwin touched first in the
100-backstroke with the state’s-best
time of 56.18. Basil touched third and
Audrey Bangs touched fifth to stretch
the lead to 74-66.

“I think I am ahead of where I was
last year and the same with the team,
so we can see where we can go,”
Baldwin said.

When Amy West touched first in
the 100-breaststroke at 1:10.67, and
Zhang and Bond touched 3-4 the out-
come of the meet was all but over
when the score jumped to 85-71.

After Cronin, Reinhardt,
Diamondtopolous and Baldwin
touched first in the 400-free relay, the
Blue Devils added emphasis when
Schmeider, Daniel, McBrearty and
Basil touched third at 3:48.91.

“We gained a lot of confidence
after Ellie won the 500 then our
backstrokers did really well. Two of
our backstrokers swam their best
times. It kind of set the tone for the
breaststroke. Our breaststrokers re-
ally pulled through. They were key in
securing the victory, because it took a

lot of pressure off the 400-relay,”
Cronin said.

“Next, we have counties coming
up and then getting into the state
bracket, so we will be looking for-
ward to that. This is a good jumping
point,” Reinhardt said.
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thought we were ready to play, and
we allowed their pressure to bother
us early. We just haven’t done a very
good job the last couple of games
defensively. We were allowing teams
to get too many good looks. We are
creating deposits where we have these
droughts where we have trouble scor-
ing. We don’t get stops. It’s been
killing us the last couple of games,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Daryl
Palmieri said.

Senior center Scott Toresco led the
10-5 Blue Devils offensively with 15
points and also led under the boards
with seven rebounds, including a pair
of put-backs. Point guard Danny
Mitchell netted seven points and con-
tributed four assists, while creating
two steals. Junior Dave Kane scored
six points and added a pair of assists.
Nick Mele hit a 3-pointer and had
three assists, a steal and two rebounds.
Keegan Hess had three points, while
Quinn Dursee and Chris Sweeney
each scored two points, and Dylan
Elliott added a free throw.

The Blue Devils did have some
assignment problems in the first quar-
ter but did prevail, 11-10. Their first
real defensive and offensive difficul-
ties, which snowballed into a haze of
confusion, began in the second quar-
ter. The Blue Devils were off in their
shooting, players were out of posi-
tion on their offensive schemes and

bad decisions were made, while driv-
ing to the basket, which led to numer-
ous turnovers.

“That’s something that I have been
trying to work on, with confidence. I
am trying to get some guys to play with
more confidence on offense, especially
when we have trouble scoring. Teams
like to clamp down on Scott inside and
we need other guys who can make
plays,” Coach Palmieri said.

Adding insult to injury in the quar-

ter was that the Rams hit three 3-
pointers, which included two in the
final 40 seconds.

The Blue Devils’ best quarter came
in the third when they were able to get
the ball inside to Toresco, who scored
nine points in a 16-11 run to narrow

the Rams’ lead to 34-32. Unfortu-
nately, the Rams took advantage of
several Westfield mistakes and an-
swered early in the fourth with an 8-
0 run to grab a 42-32 lead and to force
the Blue Devils into a desperation
mode. From that point, the Rams went
to the line and sank seven of 10 free
throws to put the game out of reach.

“Today, we had way too many turn-
overs, and we didn’t get stops when
we needed stops. We are struggling

right now. There was a stretch when
we were playing pretty well. As a
coach, I am trying to figure out what’s
going on and how to fix it. We will get
it fixed,” Coach Palmieri said.
Roselle 10 13 11 21 55
Westfield 11   5 16   7 39

really think about it. He’s a tall kid.
I’m rather short for a heavyweight.
He was standing straight up. I am that
much closer to his legs. When some-
one gets out of his stance, it is there.”

Throughout the bout, Brookens did
attempt to straighten Kania with un-
der-hooks.

“I knew he wants to go for big five-
point moves. He wants to go upper
body. He doesn’t really have anything
down low, so I felt more comfortable
going down low,” Kania said.

Velez’s big win against the Hilltoppers
came in the 138-lb class when he nipped
Nick Abbott, 3-2. Velez has been in the

mix of contenders at 138-lbs and Abbott
has been the mix of several strong
contenders at 132-lbs.

At 126-lbs, Hilltopper Nick Testa
defeated Anthony Aldana, 5-2, and at
132-lbs, Hilltopper Rob Faris
decisioned Alberto Gonzalves, 8-1.
DiFillippo won by disqualification
over Luis Barquero at 145-lbs

Nick Rotondo grabbed a 12-0,
majority decision over Tanner Tho-
mas at 152-lbs. At 160-lbs, Colin
Barber pinned Colum Dougerty in
2:33. Frega pinned Sam Grewcock in
2:21 at 170-lbs, and Brian Bulger
pinned Will Howard in 44 seconds at
182-lbs. Nick Arnold pinned Harold
Esquivel in 1:35 at 195-lbs.

WESTFIELD 66, PLAINFIELD 9:
145: — DiFillippo (W) p Gonzalez, 3:51
152: — Lughas (P) d Gozdiewski, 8-6
OT
160: — Barber (W) p Rivera, 3:47
170: — Phillip (P) p Frega, 3:45
182: — Brian Bulger (W) won forfeit
195: — Nick Arnold (W) won forfeit
220: — No match
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Brookens, 5:31
106: — Chris Hoerle (W) won forfeit
113: — Nick Kalimtzis (W) won forfeit
120: — John Fuller (W) won forfeit
126: — Aaron Lee (W) won forfeit
132: — Alberto Gonzalves (W) won for-
feit
138: — Nick Velez (W) won forfeit

WESTFIELD 61, SUMMIT 21:
106: — Hoerle (W) won forfeit
113: — Kalimtzis (W) won forfeit
120: — Fuller (W) won forfeit
126: — Testa (S) d Aldana, 5-2
132: — Faris (S) d Gonzalves, 8-1
138: — Velez (W) d Abbott, 3-2
145: — DiFillippo (W) won by DQ
152: — Rotondo (W) md Thomas, 12-0
160: — Barber (W) p Dougerty, 2:33
170: — Frega (W) p Grewcock, 2:21
182: — Bulger (W) p Howard, :44
195: — Arnold (W) p Esquivel, 1:35
220: — Anthony Iarussi (S) won forfeit
Hwt: — Kania (W) won forfeit

Blue Devils Stop Cardinals
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Cougars Humble Pope John,
BridgeH2O Panther Matmen

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team upped its record to 16-3
with a 46-31 victory over Pope John
and a 37-32 win over the Bridgewater-
Raritan Panthers on January 26. The
Cougars won eight of the 14 bouts
against Pope John and the same
against the 5-10 Panthers.

Against Pope John, Cougar An-
drew Tompkins claimed a 12-0, ma-
jority decision over Caleb Lewie-
Cepreo at 126-lbs. Gavin Murray
(132-lbs) and Nick Frediani (138-
lbs) each received a forfeit. At 145-
lbs, Corey Birch dropped a tough 5-
4 decision to Anthony Gigantelli.

At 152-lbs, Cougar Niko Cappello
pinned Rich Peterson in 2:54. Matt
DiMartino pinned Bruce Bott in 1:02
at 160-lbs, and Jimmy Dwyer (170-
lbs) received a forfeit. Corey
Markovitch flattened Mike Ander-
son in 1:00 at 182-lbs, and Matt Russo
(195-lbs) pinned Conner Lenehan in
26 seconds.

Against the Panthers, Tompkins
earned a 4-2 decision over Nick Latta

at 126-lbs. Murray (132-lbs) grabbed
a 9-1, majority decision over Steve
Gorski. Frediani (138-lbs) won by 7-
6 decision over Mike Durante. At
145-lbs, Cappello nicked Kyle
Murphy, 3-2. Dwyer dropped a 1-0
decision to Valerio LaMorte at 160-
lbs.

Markovitch (170-lbs) pinned Tom
Longo in 50 seconds. Rob Kessler
(195-lbs), Jeff Weiss (220-lbs) and
Jon El-Khoury (heavyweight) re-
ceived forfeits.

Cougar Cagers Rattle
Roselle Rams, 70-64

Junior John Oblachinski bucketed
17 points, which included seven free
throws, and pulled down 12 boards to
help lead the Cranford High School
boys basketball team to a 70-64 vic-
tory over the Roselle Rams in
Cranford on January 26. Senior Stefan
Fedorchak led all scorers with 18
points, including a pair of 3-pointers.
Tommy Trotter nailed 16 points, and
Reggie Green rolled in 11 points,
while Chris Wills scored eight.
Roselle 10 17   9 28 64
Cranford 14 14 22 20 70

Randolph Cagers Rip
Lady Raiders, 61-43

The 13-2 Randolph Rams came
alive in the second half to roll past the
7-9 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team on Janu-
ary 26. Raider Taylor Sebolao netted
18 points, while Tabitha Dwunfour
and Katie Harped each scored nine
points and Tara Sweeney scored five.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13 15   4 11 43
Randolph 17 10 15 19 61

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG WINNER AGAINST IHA…Blue Devil Sarah Cronin touched first in the 100- and 200-freestyle and was on two winning
relays in the meet against No. 2 Immaculate Heart Academy on January 22.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIBBLING DOWN THE SIDELINE…Blue Devil Sean Elliott dribbles down
the sideline in the game against the Roselle Rams.


