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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

TORESCO SCORES 15 POINTS, MITCHELL 7, KANE 6

Ram Boy Cagers Capitalize
On WF Mistakes, Win 55-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shots were not dropping, plays
were not working and passes were
not reaching their objective, as far as
the Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team was concerned in a 55-
39 loss to the Roselle Rams in

Westfield on January 24.
The 7-8 Rams capitalized on Blue

Devil mistakes and rocked the boat
in the second quarter and, especially,
in the fourth quarter to put the game
away. Dan Hairston, who finished
with 10 points, banged a pair of 3-
pointers in the second quarter, which

the Rams won, 13-5, after trailing,
11-10 entering the quarter. Ervin
Jimenez (11 points) sank nine points,
including seven free throws, in the
Rams’ 21-7 fourth-quarter run.

“It’s tough to explain. I feel like we
had a good practice yesterday. I

CRONIN, BALDWIN, REINHARDT, WEST IND. WINNERS

No. 1 Lady Blue Devils Sink
No. 2 IHA Swim Girls, 95-75

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sarah Cronin, Ellie Reinhardt and
Caroline Baldwin were three quar-
ters of the foursome that touched first
in the final event, 400-freestyle relay,
on January 31, 2012 to earn the No 2
Westfield High School girls swim
team its first victory ever over then
No. 1 ranked Immaculate Heart Acad-
emy (IHA) with an 87-83 score.

This time, the rankings were re-
versed, the tension was still high and
the drama played out but mostly mid-
way through the meet until the 9-0
Lady Blue Devils caught fire after the
500-freestyle and glided to a 95-75
victory over IHA at Wallace Pool in
Westfield on January 22.

Cronin, Reinhardt and Baldwin
were also part of the winning 400-
free relay, along with Julia
Diamontopolous, that ensured the
victory.

“This was definitely one of our

biggest events. We were looking for-
ward to this meet since last year. It
was great for my senior year to beat
them again. We knew they were a
strong team again, and we knew they
would be out to get us. They were
going to bring their best, which they
did. We too! We brought our best. We
were ready to go, so going into this
meet there was definitely a lot of
nerves but also a ton of excitement,”
Reinhardt said.

“Last year was the first time in a
long time that we beat IHA, so we
wanted to keep that going this year,”
Cronin said.

“It was an amazing meet, because
there is a history with the alumni. It’s
an amazing feeling. It makes me feel
proud. Everyone pulled it together
today. Our team as a whole did an
awesome job,” Baldwin said.

The Blue Devils touched first in
nine of the 11 events, including all
three relays, and the meet began with

Baldwin, Becky Zhang, Gwyn Devin
and Courtney Day touching first in
the 200-medley relay in a time of
1:50.06 and teammates Caroline Ba-
sil, Kathleen Bond, Erika Daniel and
Diamontopolous touching third at
1:53.33.

As they had in their meet just five
days earlier with Mount St. Mary,
Baldwin and Cronin each won a pair
of individual events and swam on
two winning relays, while Reinhardt
won an individual event and swam on
two winning relays.

Cronin at 1:54.52 and Reinhardt at
1:55.39 touched 1-2 in the 200-free
to give the Blue Devils a 20-10 team
lead. Devin, Daniel and Basil touched
3-4-5 in the 200-individual medley
then Baldwin came close to her best
time in the 50-free by touching first at
23.64. Day finished fourth.

IHA finished 1-2-4 in the 100-
butterfly to grab a 40-38 team lead

NATALE MAKES MARK; RICE, MIRABELLA WIN BIG

Raider Matmen Bury Tigers,
Farmers, Summit Hilltoppers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off victories over AL Johnson
on January 23 and New Providence
on January 25, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
chalked up three more Union County
(UC) wins in a quad match in Scotch
Plains on January 26.

The Raiders first defeated the Sum-
mit Hilltoppers, 48-26, and went on
to defeat the Linden Tigers, 49-21,
and the Union Farmers, 59-15.

In his previous bouts against
Johnson and New Providence, Raider
junior Dom Natale had something to
prove, since he was seeded first at
138-lbs for the UC Tournament but

failed to make weight. First, he
claimed a 9-0, majority decision over
John Coler, who won the UCT title at
138-lbs, then he pinned Pioneer Dan
Smith, who placed second in the UCT
at 145-lbs.

“It was a shame I didn’t make
weight at counties, but I got the final-
ist and the first one. Coler came out
pretty strong. I took him down. He
started to get weaker by the period
then third period I had the match in
my hands. I used my legs against him.
I was trying to do the power half.
That’s my main move. Smith is a
stocky kid. I used his own momen-
tum against him and I caught him
with a cradle,” Natale said.

The Summit match was particu-
larly interesting since the Hilltoppers’
head coach is Anthony Ferrante, a
2005 SPF graduate.

“It’s fun to come back to Scotch
Plains. It’s good to see the school,
how it changed a bit. It’s fun to be
able to come back and coach now and
to see both sides of the sport,” Ferrante
said.

Natale received a forfeit at 145-lbs
after Rob Faris nipped Raider Will
Benavides, 5-3, in overtime at 138-
lbs. At 152-lbs, Raider Dein Rice
bulldogged Dan Kennedy to the mat
and pinned him in 56 seconds.
Hilltopper Colum Dougerty pinned
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TROUBLE GETTING THROUGH…Blue Devil point guard Danny Mitchell, No. 23, has trouble dribbling through the
Rams’ defense. The Roselle Rams defeated the Blue Devils, 55-39.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINISHING UP HER LEG…Blue Devil Gwyn Devin finishes up her leg of the 200-medley relay in the meet against
Immaculate Heart Academy. Her foursome touched first.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANOTHER REAL BATTLE…Raider Brian Lapham, top, hangs on as Hilltopper Nick Abbott attempts to get control in
the 132-lb bout. Abbott pulled out a 4-2 decision.


