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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

How Can We As a Nation Celebrate
Roe V. Wade Supreme Court Ruling?

WF Misguided In
Naming School After

Thomas Edison
It strikes me as misguided that a

Westfield middle school takes the
name of Thomas Edison, a world-
class inventor and unrequited, bla-
tant anti-semite.

Edison is known, along with his
friend Henry Ford, to have harbored
the most iniquitous views of Jews,
blaming them, as did the obsessed,
fanatically anti-semitic Ford, for
many of the worst ills of the world.

The town could do better to honor
itself, and its Jewish population, by
choosing a good, if not great, human
being to represent its school. Edison
was neither.

Steve Becker
Westfield

The Westfield Leader Has Chosen to
Be A Constant Severe Critic of RVSA

Teens in Crisis Can Now get Quick
Help by Texting CONTACT We Care
Teens who are in crisis, who feel

that there is nowhere to turn, who feel
desperate and suicidal — or who
know of someone on the brink — can
text for life-sparing help. They can
text “CWC” to 839863 on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 4 p.m.
to 10 p.m. Their texts will be com-
pletely anonymous and confidential,
and they will receive expert, sympa-
thetic help.

Other times of day, and all day,
they can telephone (908) 232-2880
(again, anonymous and confidential).
They will be directed to people who
care deeply about helping when life
seems impossible to endure. This ser-
vice is through CONTACT We Care,
a free, respected counseling resource.
The new texting resource has been
introduced to some area high schools,
and the CONTACT website states
that there will be further outreach
throughout 2013. In the meantime,

the public can make the service known
to schools, boards of education, and
other public and private organiza-
tions who care for the well-being of
teens.

Teens feel stress because of school,
family issues, financial strain, gen-
der-identity, and other factors and
sometimes they feel that they have no
one to turn to for reliable aid in work-
ing out these problems. It is time to
get the word out — loud and clear —
that they can text for help. More
information is at
www.contactwecare.org. See the link
“Suicide Hotline CONTACT We Care
Expanding Its Reach to Teenagers.”
Perhaps if we in the public help get
the word out about this service, a teen
in crisis will have the chance to grow
up with hope and confidence.

Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
Westfield

Millions of United States citizens
never had a chance at life. Millions of
beautiful babies – white, black, asian
– never had a chance to see the light
of day shine upon their precious faces.
Instead, they fell victim to the law,
Roe v. Wade, robbing them of their
rightful destiny.

There are no mistakes when cre-
ation is at hand. God does not make
mistakes. A baby is never a mistake.
A baby is a miracle, a gift . The Bible
says, “Sons are a heritage from the
Lord, children a reward from him.”
He is the giver of life and He alone
must decide when that life is to be
terminated. It is not our choice. We
cannot choose to terminate another
life. We must value each person –
each life – as the marvelous gift it is
from God. We must leave the deci-
sions of life and death to him.

There is, however, the mistake we
humans make of unplanned preg-

nancy. It is a mistake that may cause
our hearts to falter. It is a mistake that
may require us to alter the course and
direction of our life. But isn’t that the
beauty of the human spirit? We are
resilient. Our plans can be altered
and the course and direction of our
life can change. And what we once
perceived as a mistake, God instead
tells us is a gift. Each baby is a pre-
cious gift from him and each life does
matter.

How can we as a nation celebrate a
court ruling that so blatantly disre-
gards the sanctiny of human life and
how can we as a nation allow this to
continue? Each life needs to be val-
ued as the special gift it is from God.
It is a time to speak out and choose to
honor life!

Judy Baker
Lakewood

(formerly of Westfield)

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) serves Westfield and
10 other communities. About 12 or
13 years ago, the RVSA was sued by
the NJDEP [New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection], and
the Court ruled that the RVSA was
mandated to increase its sewage ca-
pacity from about 63 million gallons
a day (MGD) to 105 MGD which
required the RVSA to make massive
changes to its then existing facilities.
The RVSA had no choice but to pro-
ceed to comply with the Court’s di-
rective and the only way this could be
accomplished was to implement the
largest expansion program that the
authority had ever undertaken. The
RVSA then proceeded to implement
this large expansion program and also
added installation of a cogeneration
(cogen) facility and other capital
projects.

The total cost, which the RVSA
spent was about $200 million, and
about $140 Million of that was spent
to increase the plant’s capacity and
the rest was spent on cogen and other
capital projects. The expansion has
been completed. However, because
of issues arising out of the design and
construction of the COGEN facility,
RVSA has been forced to engage in
litigation with the very parties who
were instrumental in first designing
and constructing that facility.

Instead of looking at the real facts
behind these expenditures, The
Westfield Leader has chosen to be a
constant severe critic of the RVSA. In
their editorials of March 15 and May
17, 2012, their editorials stated, “The
Money Is Gone And The Only Thing
Left Is to Pay The Bill.” The Westfield
Leader implied that the RVSA had
wasted all the money without much
benefit to the taxpayers and said the
RVSA had “bungled” its responsi-
bilities.

The Westfield Leader should look
at the facts. All of New Jersey just
experienced the worst storms in our
generation and any generation. We
were confronted with Hurricanes
Irene and Sandy. Despite those enor-
mous storms and their ramifications
for the people of this state, the RVSA
was able satisfactorily to handle flows
of about 125 MGD without any ma-
jor incidents. In addition to the plant
expansion, we also increased the el-
evation of our berms around the plant
by about 10 feet, thus preventing the
RVSA from being flooded as a result
of those two devastating storms. Fur-
thermore, the backup generators in-
stalled as a part of the cogen project
helped to supply electrical power to
the RVSA facilities during Hurricane
Sandy, not withstanding the loss of
external electrical power.

The RVSA survived Sandy with-
out major incident; however, sur-
rounding sewerage authorities and
communities were not as fortunate.
Newspaper reports reveal that both
the Middlesex County Utility Au-
thority and the Passaic Valley Sewer-
age Commission were entirely
flooded, resulting in hundreds of
millions of gallons of untreated raw
sewage flowing into the environment
and surrounding areas. In the case of
Passaic Valley, that facility is still not

completely up and running. We have
all read about areas in Nassau and
Suffolk Counties on Long Island
which were also flooded and resulted
in raw sewage backing up into thou-
sands of homes.

The successful and continued op-
eration of the RVSA during Sandy
would not have been possible with-
out the major expansion and the never-
ending work of the RVSA’s senior
staff and all of its personnel who
came in during Sandy and worked
and stayed three to four days con-
tinuously.

The Westfield Leader printed a small
article about backup generators hav-
ing saved the RVSA, but not much
more. I have asked The Westfield
Leader to review its previous state-
ment implying that RVSA wasted all
that money without much benefit to
the taxpayers and issue a correction;
however, it has refused to do so.

The RVSA communities are fortu-
nate in having a major, modern, up-
to-date sewerage plant and the mon-
eys were well spent and worthwhile
for its expansion and improvements.
The money was not wasted. Without
these improvements, our 11 towns
likely would have seen the same hor-
rific events of spilling of hundreds of
million gallons of raw sewage into
the surrounding area and environ-
ment as we have seen in some of the
surrounding areas, costing hundreds
of millions of dollars to clean up.

If there is “grant money” available
for sewerage plants to increase their
sewage capacity, the public should
rest assured that the RVSA will be
doing everything possible to see
whether any of that grant money is
available for the benefit of our com-
munities so that we can retrieve some
or all of the moneys we have already
spent. When we embarked on our
plant expansion program, we looked
everywhere for grant money, includ-
ing the offices of our senior United
States Senator. However, none was
available.

I believe that The Westfield Leader
has been very unfair with its extreme
criticism of the RVSA.

The Leader has been virtually si-
lent about the satisfactory and suc-
cessful continuous operation of the
RVSA during Sandy. Perhaps good
news does not sell newspapers. Of all
household utilities, including elec-
tric, gas, heat, water, garbage, cable
TV, telephone, Internet, etc., our sew-
age costs are the lowest.

Allen Chin
Westfield RVSA Commissioner

Editor’s Note: We understand the
new management and staff are doing
a fine job at RSVA. It’s good to hear
good news. We reported this and we
will continue to report what we hear.

Unfortunately, in the last decade,
good news was not what we could
report. Tens of millions of dollars are
being litigated and millions of foren-
sic accounting and legal fees are
being spent. The cogen is mothballed.

The archives of our reports are
available at www.goleader.com.
There are many articles.

We look forward to good reports in
the future.

Generator Gate, Bid Rigging,
Failures That Plague Society

Over the last few years, there has been a lot of news
on the ethical lapses of some government workers as
well as a lack leadership from those in senior gov-
ernment positions.

The Union County Prosecutor’s Office has been
investigating allegations that generators were taken
home for personal use by county employees during
Hurricane Sandy when much of the county was in
the dark.

This follows an investigation by the Union County
Police Department into missing equipment from the
county parks department. According to a Star-Led-
ger article in the summer of 2012, Patrick J. Scanlon,
Jr., the stepson of now former Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon, was among those employees questioned as
part of the investigation. The paper reported that Mr.
Scanlon resigned his county job just days after the
county police began their investigation. We have yet
to hear if the county police determined if there was
any wrongdoing in the case.

The New Jersey Attorney General’s Office has
brought charges against a civilian employee of the
State Police who allegedly used her position to
garner a generator from two out-of-state contrac-
tors, which she gave to a relative who then sold it to
someone else for a profit. That case is headed to a
state grand jury where the employee, Marcella Fried-
man, faces three to five years in state prison and a

fine of up to $15,000.
In 2011, the Union County Prosecutor’s Office

found the 2010 Union Country MusicFest, which
cost $1.1 million to run, was “poorly executed.”
They found there was a “lack of records” on expen-
ditures from This Is It! Concept and Event Produc-
tion (TIIP), which managed and produced MusicFest
— and the Union County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC), which booked most of the talent except
the headliners. The prosecutor’s office did not find,
though, that criminal charges were warranted.

There also is the recent case of ex-Westfield Board
of Education business administrator Robert Berman,
who pleaded guilty to taking part in a bid-rigging
scheme involving the district’s engineer and outside
vendors. Mr. Berman was charged with second-
degree bribery for accepting over $13,000 worth of
windows and doors installed at his home by a vendor
in return for recommending that the Westfield BOE
appoint the company as the district’s contractor.

These examples unfortunately are a microcosm of
the ethical failures that plague society, business and
government upward through state and federal levels.
Whether it’s the Secret Service in Columbia, the
State Department in Benghazi or a local Generator
Gate, when there is no top down leadership, failed
standards – no insistence or examples for ethical
behavior, what do we expect the little guys to do?

Stop & Shop Improvement:
Positive, Necessary for Westfield

This Monday, February 4, the Westfield Planning
Board is scheduled to hear the application of Stop &
Shop of Westfield to expand and improve its Elm
Street supermarket. As we said two years ago, this
application is a real positive for Westfield. The
Planning Board will ensure that the details are made
right.

Stop & Shop purchased two adjacent buildings a
few years ago for over $6 million. They intend to
demolish the buildings in order to expand their
customer parking. When the market appeared be-
fore the Westfield Board of Adjustment in 2010,
Stop & Shop representatives said they wanted to
relocate  the food preparation area to the basement
and to sell items outside in an effort to create more
selling space on the main floor. They also plan to
enhance lighting and signage.

We believe improvements to this store are neces-
sary and are anxious to hear Stop & Shop’s final,
approved plans.

Battles over supermarkets are not uncommon.

Back in the 1990s Mayfair Super Markets, which
owned the store then called Foodtown, provided
funding to Reilly Oldsmobile to oppose Village
Supermarkets’ plan to build a large ShopRite on
North Avenue in Westfield on the border with
Garwood. Mayfair paid Reilly because the car deal-
ership was within 200 feet of the proposed location
and thus had legal standing to oppose the applica-
tion. Many residents were whipped into a frenzy,
believing the traffic would destroy the neighbor-
hood. After much hoopla, the ShopRite was moved
out of town, next door to the original proposed
location — in Garwood!

 We hope Village Supermarkets, which owns and
operates the Garwood ShopRite on North Avenue,
does not to try the same thing as did Mayfair – use
legal muscle to impede Stop & Shop improvements.

Business is booming at the Garwood ShopRite to
the point that customers often have trouble finding
parking spaces. Isn’t there plenty of demand in the
area to support two supermarkets?

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Toison – The fleece of sheep
2. Iconoclasm – The act of breaking or

destroying images
3. Catallactics – In political economy,

the science of commercial exchanges
4. Acrotism – Absence or

imperceptability of the pulse beat

FORZANDO
1. A large deep bowl used for salads
2. With force or stress
3. A malicious person
4. A crossbow of the middle ages

CARAPACE
1. Turned up at the tip like a pug nose
2. Carefree, feeling relaxed
3. Bristly hairs on the porcupine
4. The upper shell of a turtle, crab, etc.

FULIGINOSITY
1. Unhealthfulness; unwholesomeness
2. The act of making blind
3. Sootiness; smokiness
4. Temporary loss of memory of one’s

surroundings
RAFFISH

1. Disgraceful; cheap
2. Confused; puzzled
3. Fatigued; exhausted
4. Fussy, petty

See more letters on page 5

The Red Cross
Facts on Sandy

The Red Cross is focusing its ini-
tial recovery assistance on an esti-
mated 9,000 families whose houses
were heavily damaged or destroyed.
The Red Cross is providing resources
to either repair their homes or help
them move into longer-term hous-
ing.

For the next several months, a big
part of the Red Cross recovery effort
will be working one-on-one with
families who need some extra help
making recovery plans and access-
ing available resources. Some need
help finding child care, or under-
standing insurance paperwork. Case
workers will help guide them through
the recovery process.

The Red Cross has deployed 16,800
disaster workers in the past three
months to help those affected by
Sandy. More than 1,000 Red Cross
workers remain on the scene, provid-
ing food, water and emotional sup-
port to people in need.

Since Sandy made landfall, the Red
Cross has: Served more than 11 mil-
lion meals and snacks; Distributed
more than 6.9 million relief items
like blankets and cleaning supplies;
Provided more than 109,000 health
and mental health contacts for those
affected, many of whom lost every-
thing they owned during the storm;
Provided nearly half (81,000) of the
total 163,000 shelter stays by a range
of groups.

The Red Cross has received $254
million in donations and pledges for
Sandy. By January 31, the Red Cross
will have spent or made commit-
ments to spend an estimated $145
million, and the remaining Sandy
donations will be used to help indi-
viduals and communities affected by
this storm with their long-term needs.
This spending represents both direct
services and support provided to other
agencies.

More information on the Red Cross
work on the Sandy emergency relief
and recovery can be found at
www.redcross.org/sandy-response.
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Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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