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Is Property Tax Appeal
Right Move For You?

SCOTCH PLAINS - Home values
have dropped. Shouldn’t your prop-
erty taxes? Is a property tax appeal
right for you?

As the real estate market depreci-
ated over the last few
years, chances are that
your property taxes did
not likewise decrease.
As a taxpayer, you have
the right to appeal your
property tax assessment
and reduce your taxes.
A taxpayer considering
an appeal should un-
derstand that he/she
must prove that his/her
assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.” With a
successful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be frozen
for three years, which
can amount to a con-
siderable amount of savings.

The best way to succeed in appeal-
ing your taxes is to present your claim
through an expert tax and legal advi-
sor with local knowledge. James M.
Foerst, Esq. is the principal of Spector

Foerst & Associates and has been
assisting families with real estate and
tax issues for more than a decade in
our local community. Mr. Foerst
brings with him his experience with

local government, a
knowledge of the mu-
nicipal budget process
and a record of success
in reducing property
taxes for his clients.

SAVE MONEY!
Make the sale of your
home more attractive.
Reduce the long-term
expenses associated
with your home . . . All
with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be
filed by April 1. For
more information
about tax appeals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
or get started with a

free consultation and review by call-
ing James M. Foerst at (973) 258-
9200.
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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OH, DEER…With the annual Watchung Reservation deer population control still
not completed, the deer have found their way onto Orenda Circle in Westfield.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FROZEN SOLID…For the first time in many years, residents were able to ice
skate on Gregory’s Pond off Brightwood Avenue in Westfield this past
weekend, thanks to Mother Nature’s big chill last week.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FROZEN SOLID…Residents enjoy a return to ice skating for the first time in
many years this past weekend at LaGrande Park in Fanwood, courtesy of chilly
January temperatures.

Scotch Plains Management
Corp. Facing Uncertain Year

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC),
the overseer of business district im-
provement efforts, faces what its
board chairman says is an uncertain
future given its lack of a manager
and Mayor Kevin Glover’s proposal
to suspend assessments.

“I don’t know where the future
lies,” SPMC Board Chairman
Dominick Verdic told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in advance of
this week’s board meeting. “I don’t
know what direction the mayor and
council have in mind.”

At his swearing-in as mayor on
January 1, Mr. Glover, saying that
“it’s clear to me that the [Special Im-
provement District] isn’t doing what it
was supposed to do,” proposed a sus-
pension – “until further review” – of
the annual $400 fee that property
owners pay to finance SPMC’s bud-
get. Mr. Verdic said the SPMC board
was set to discuss the mayor’s pro-
posal at its meeting last night.

Another matter SPMC will have to
consider is whether to hire a new
manager after FirsTEAManagement
chose not to seek a renewal of its
contract for 2013. FirsTEAM Presi-

dent David Biagini told The Times
the decision not to continue its role
was due to several factors. He noted
that during the three years that
FirsTEAM served as manager,
Scotch Plains had been governed by
three different mayors – Mr. Glover
and his predecessors, Mary DePaola
and Nancy Malool. And given that
the mayor appoints SPMC’s board
members, Mr. Biagini noted that
SPMC is starting 2013 with its third
different slate of officers and direc-
tors since 2010.

Given the new mayor’s proposals,
“I decided the time was appropriate
for the management team to step
aside on a high note,” Mr. Biagini
said, “leaving the SPMC with three
years of accomplishments, a healthy
treasury and hard-earned credibil-
ity.” Attempts to reach Mayor Glover
for comment for this story were un-
successful.

At its first meeting of the year on
January 9, Shana Coelho resigned from
the body. Michael Brennan was elected
board secretary and Thomas Russo
was chosen to be treasurer. SPMC has
rented a small office space on Park
Avenue for $200 per month, to be
used primarily by Jeff Stein, its am-
bassador to the business community.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
and board member Betty Anne
Woerner both expressed their frus-
tration with the fact that while there
have been mandates put on the dis-
trict as to what services need to be
given, federal aid to provide those
services continues to be cut.

Mr. Beese concluded his presen-
tation by stating that his department
was dedicated to “keeping kids in
the least restrictive environment
within the district while meeting the
educational needs of the student.”

He stated that the budget did in-
clude one additional teacher at the
high school. Mr. Beese added that
he needed to “keep the balance be-
tween advocating for students while
maintaining a responsibility to the
taxpayer.”

In other business, the board unani-
mously voted to approve the up-
coming school year calendar, with
the last day of school set for June
19, 2014. This option, known from
last week as Option A, was said to
have been much more popular with
parents and teachers alike.

Last week, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes gave a pre-
sentation regarding the upcoming
2013-2014 school calendar. She re-
vealed there were two drafts that
members of the board could con-

sider.
In the first draft, the superinten-

dent noted that school would open
on September 9, 2013 for students,
with staff professional days on Sep-
tember 4, 2013; Columbus Day,
which is October 14, 2013, and
June 20, 2014. This option would
give the students a last day of June
19, 2014. Option B also would have
school open for students on Sep-
tember 9, 2013 but would have its
professional days on September 4,
2013 and January 17 and February
14, 2014. This option would have
made the last day of school on
Monday, June 23, 2014.

Finally, members of the board
unanimously passed a resolution to
approve the 2011-2012 Excess Ex-
traordinary Aid portion of $150,000
to replace exterior doors in some
buildings throughout the district
rather than renovating the six
middle-school bathrooms, as pre-
viously approved. Mrs. Saridaki
noted that this change was made for
safety reasons. She added that the
bathrooms would still be fixed.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 14, at 7:30 p.m. in the Admin-
istration Building at Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.
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SP-F Board of Education

such a promise.” Mr. Hudak said the
Morris resolution was non-binding.

In response to resident comments,
Freeholder Chairwoman Linda Carter
said the board is “trying to be prudent
in the dollars that we spend.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
county’s executive budget will be
released this week and that freeholder
public budget hearings will be held in
March.

In other business, among the reso-
lutions approved by the board was a
three-month extension of a contract
with Perselay Associates, Inc. of
Chatham, which was contracted with
last spring at $30,000 to conduct a
management study of the county jail.
Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices, said the extension is being done
to ensure the county can use any
efficiencies gained from the study
within the 2013 county budget.

The freeholders also approved a
resolution to extend the contract for
St. Petersburg, Fla.-based Luminos-
ity Inc. through April 30 of this year,
at an additional $30,160, for a new
contract of $188,464. As reported in
the January 24 issue of The Westfield

Leader, the county’s jail population
has dropped to below 700 inmates,
down from 900 a year ago as Lumi-
nosity has been using its software
programs to find where backlogs of
non-violent offenders are occurring
in the criminal justice system.

Director of Corrections Brian
Riordan said Thursday that he antici-
pates savings in areas such as meals
and medical insurance for inmates.
He noted that the board recently
passed a resolution for the annual
medical services contract for inmates,
which was $400,000 less than the
previous contract.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion to enter into a $67,000 contract
with Business Furniture, Inc. of
Parsippany for the purchase of out-
door furniture for the new clubhouse/
banquet facility now under construc-
tion at Galloping Hill Clubhouse in
Kenilworth. Department of Parks,
Recreation and Community Renewal
Director Ron Zuber said the pur-
chase includes 104 dining chairs, 22
tables, lounge chairs, modular seat-
ing and various chairs and coffee
tables.
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Union County Freeholders

five feet. Their request was ultimately
approved.

A generator must be a safe distance
from any houses or windows, but
also needs to be accessible. The plan-
ning board questioned whether it
would be possible to conceal the struc-
ture with shrubbery or cover that would
not limit accessibility.

Board members also discussed gen-
erator noise levels, with some propos-
ing air conditioning units as a model
for comparison. However, since a gen-
erator runs, in test mode, for approxi-
mately only 10 minutes a month, plan-
ning board member Dennis Sherry
suggested comparing its decibel level
to that of a lawn mower instead.

Zoning Officer Raymond Sullivan
pointed out that such matters should
be considered carefully, since they
may be precedent setting. He expects
generator applications to increase in
2013, due to residents’ experiences
with Hurricanes Irene and Sandy.

Mayor Colleen Mahr, a member of
the board, asked Mr. Sullivan to sub-
mit discussion of relevant ordinances
for the Fanwood council’s February
agenda. Mr. Sullivan then offered a
report comparing 2011 and 2012 zon-
ing statistics.

He found a 21-percent uptick in
field visits by planning board mem-
bers, and a 37-percent increase in of-
fice visits (as opposed to phone or e-
mail correspondence) from residen-

tial applicants. The number of resi-
dential complaints registered held
steady.

In addition to increased generator
applications, Mr. Sullivan predicted
further development in Fanwood’s
light industrial neighborhood, particu-
larly along the South Avenue corridor.

Mayor Mahr supported his convic-
tion, saying, “Elite Properties [which
developed the Fanwood Crossing
building in downtown Fanwood] have
dropped off their plans” for two par-
cels on South Avenue and on LaGrande
Avenue.

Ms. Hoynes submitted the 2013
planning board budget, with a 1-per-
cent reduction from 2012’s budget.
This comes in addition to the 9-per-
cent reduction that the 2012 budget
represented from 2011’s budget. “I
don’t see any problem in meeting it,
because we don’t have any parties or
outside meetings,” she said.

She did anticipate a challenge in
completing work on the South Av-
enue corridor; however, since that is
not included in the budget.

Finally, Ms. Hoynes announced that
the hearing that had been on the night’s
schedule for a temporary cell tower
application from Sprint and Cingular
would be carried to Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 27. Public Notice was published
in this newspaper’s January 10 edi-
tion. Ms. Hoynes said no further no-
tice would be given.
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Cranford Honors Eagle
Scout; Considers Petition
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee Tuesday night
honored Patrick Mc Kell of Troop
No. 80 of Cranford for his restora-
tion of the memorial garden at the
Trinity Episcopal Church in
Cranford as his Eagle Scout Ser-
vice Project.

Devised “to demonstrate or hone,
or to learn and develop, leadership
skills,” the Eagle Scout Service
Project is one of the required ele-
ments for an individual to be el-
evated to the rank of Eagle Scout.
The scout must plan, implement and
lead any type of service project that
is beneficial to his community.

According to Mayor Thomas
Hannen, careful consideration was
put into the planning of the garden.
“The garden encompasses over 2,500
square feet and includes over 200
plants and over 30 varieties. A wind-
ing slate path was installed through
the garden and benches were located
at the center of the garden. Through
the efforts of Patrick’s project, pa-
rishioners can spend peaceful time in
the garden.”

Mr. Hannen then read aloud a reso-
lution commending the youth for his
achievement.

In other business, the township com-
mittee was petitioned by a resident to
consider creating a resolution con-
demning the state’s decision to close
two facilities in northern New Jersey
that care for those who are develop-
mentally disabled.

Joanne St. Armand told the com-
mittee that in July of last year a task
force commissioned by Governor

Chris Christie recommended that the
North Jersey Developmental Center,
located in Totowa, and the Woodbridge
Developmental Center, located in
Woodbridge, be closed to curtail ex-
penses to the state.

Ms. St. Armand, whose sister is one
of the residents at the Woodbridge
Developmental Center, is opposed to
its closing due to the hardship of relo-
cating the residents to South Jersey.

“New Jersey has seven develop-
mental centers. Only two of them
[with available beds] are in North
Jersey. There’s one in Hunterdon
and [one in] Green Brook that are
filled to capacity. The rest are down
in Vineland, Woodbine and New
Lisbon,” she said.

Ms. St. Armand said the state’s
plan is to close these two centers
and create group homes to accom-
modate all the residents by 2017.
The problem, according to Ms. St.
Armand, is “there are over 8,000
people on the waiting list. That is
not appropriate to move these indi-
viduals who do not want to leave
the centers to give up their services
to go into a group home.”

Ms. St. Armand provided the com-
mittee with materials related to her
request.

Committee member Kevin
Campbell responded to Ms. St.
Armand during the professional com-
ments portion of the meeting, stating,
“I share your concerns. I do know
people in that situation, as your sister
is…and I know certain people should
not be in group homes.” Mr. Campbell
further stated he was looking forward
to reviewing the materials Ms. St.
Armand provided.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EAGLE SCOUT...The Cranford Township Committee Tuesday night honored
Patrick Mc Kell of Troop No. 80 of Cranford for his restoration of the memorial
garden at Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford as his Eagle Scout Service Project.

paired with high demand. Because of
the uncertainty of the power situa-
tion, RVSA officials said they wanted
to get back to using the natural gas-
powered generators from the co-gen-
eration plant. Their problem was that
they had no procedure for doing this
without outside power.

Several members of RVSA’s staff
considered this problem and devel-
oped a procedure, referred to by them
as a “modified black start,” to restart
the generators. It involved taking
numerous portions of the plant off-
line for a short time in order to free
sufficient power capacity to be able
to restart the co-gen generators. The
procedure proved successful and that
crisis was averted. In all, RVSA’s
plant was off the power grid for 16
days due to a combination of loss of
power and unreliable or “dirty” power.

In a January 15 interview aired on
WNYC radio, Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-
9th) said the Passaic Valley Sewerage
Commission was “totally wiped out”
and that with the “inability to pump
through the treatment plants, you’ve
got raw sewage going into our own
waterways, into the Newark Bay,
that’s going to cost at least $300
million to repair.” This interview was
given at the time that the Sandy aid
package was about to be voted on in
the House.

When questioned about Mr.
Pascrell’s statement, Mr. Meehan
said he believed that some treat-
ment was likely being done, but it
was likely some type of manual
disinfection.

Ms. Gallos said it seemed like
Monmouth County was hit the worst
in terms of wastewater facilities.
She also said the Middlesex County
Utilities Authority had serious dam-
age including two pumping stations
being down. She also described an
incinerator, used to burn sludge, at
Bayshore Regional Sewerage Au-
thority in Union Beach as being
“hit while hot” by the surge. Most
engineering facilities use refractory
brick as a heat resistant lining. These
bricks can withstand great heat, but
sudden cooling can cause them, like
glass, to shatter. Ms. Gallos indi-
cated that the incinerator would re-
quire substantial reconstruction.

RVSA has been aiding other area
authorities, and will likely continue
to do so for some considerable pe-
riod of time. It has been doing lab
work for the Linden-Roselle Sew-
erage Authority, which had its lab
damaged in the storm. Expectations

were that the need for Linden-
Roselle to outsource that work
would end around now. RVSA also
has been accepting waste from an
industrial customer from
Monmouth County, which washes
vegetables. Additionally, some in-
dustrial customers of Passaic Val-
ley have been trucking waste to
RVSA for treatment.

Still, the question remains of what
might have happened at RVSA if
Sandy had been a heavy rainstorm
or if the surge had been higher. Bob
Valent, RVSA’s superintendent, cir-
culated pictures at the RVSA No-
vember meeting showing flooding
in low lying areas of the plant; these
pictures were taken with a cell
phone camera by the light of their
truck’s headlights.

Mr. Valent said had the surge been
just six inches higher, the berms
protecting the facility would have
been overtopped. This would have
allowed enormous amounts of wa-
ter into the facility and it would
have likely flooded RVSA’s
headworks building. That, in turn,
would have likely shut down the
plant, and the loss of the pumps
would have meant far more flood-
ing and damage or destruction of
much of the facility’s machinery.

When questioned about plant
modifications as a result of the storm,
Mr. Valent said that raising the berms
was not a consideration at this time,
rather most of the changes would be
through engineering in an effort to
prevent water from the Rahway
River, where the plant discharges,
from flowing backward and into the
plant. He said that the facility would
likely improve gates (essentially
doors) on the emergency bypass line.

Mr. Meehan described the time
during and following the storm as
“nerve-racking.” He described con-
ference calls arranged with the AEA
and other members where personnel
from various plants could share their
expertise and resources. Mr. Meehan
said during some of these calls some
of the participants sounded like they
were nearly in tears.

Both Mr. Meehan and Mr. Valent
commented that the discharge from
RVSA’s plant actually results in a
cleaner Rahway River. Their plant,
though some treatment was lost due
to the storm, is now operating nor-
mally. They said, with some ap-
pearance of pride, that their facility
is one of a very few which has three
levels of wastewater treatment.
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“there’s no reason for us to show up
if we don’t have any involvement in
the process.”

Mr. Marcus said the changes would
be a “disservice to the town and to the
government.”

“All council people need to be en-
gaged in the affairs of the council,”
Mr. Marcus said. He said resolutions
“should be read and explained” so the
public knows what is being voted on.

Mr. Glover said the proposed
changes were “consistent with the
rules that other towns follow” and
said the new procedures would not
hinder the ability of others on the
council to be involved in the process.
“All items will have an opportunity
to be discussed,” he said.

 Township Attorney Judy Verrone
agreed, saying that the proposed
changes are “not unusual or outside
the scope of the norm.”

The two-hour meeting finished off
with Mr. Vastine asking that the coun-
cil pass resolutions formally recog-

nizing the service of residents who
were long-standing members of
boards and commissions who were
not reappointed to new terms this
year. “In some instances,” he said,
“people with more than 20 years of
service” were not reappointed to bod-
ies such as the planning board and
zoning board, and he criticized what
he called Mayor’s Glover’s “generic”
word of thanks to those volunteers at
his January 1 swearing-in as mayor.
Councilman Marcus agreed, saying
that asking for resolutions was a “per-
fectly reasonable request. We owe a
debt to them.”

Mayor Glover pointed out that he
had written letters to many of those
who were not reappointed and again
expressed his appreciation for their
service. He also questioned why last
year’s Republican-controlled coun-
cil had failed to recognize the service
of former Republican mayor Nancy
Malool after she resigned to take a
position with the state government.
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