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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FROZEN SOLID…For the first time in many years, residents were able to ice skate at LaGrande Park in Fanwood this past
weekend, thanks to Mother Nature’s big chill last week.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RVSA SURVIVAL...Jim Meehan, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s
(RVSA) executive director, points out the proximity of the Rahway River to
RVSA’s plant on a pre-expansion aerial photo of the site as Bob Valent, RVSA’s
plant superintendent, looks on.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KLONDIKE DERBY…Braving temperatures that lingered in the teens last
Saturday, over 250 Scouts and well over 100 adults attended the annual Patriots’
Path Council Boy Scout Klondike Derby held in the Watchung Reservation.  The
Klondike Derby tests Scouts on survival skills in cold weather, and although it is
not essential to have snow, the fresh inch of snow that fell on Friday did help.

Summit Councilmen Seek
Lower Union County Tax
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RVSA Officials Discuss
How Plant Survived Sandy

SP-F School Board Reviews
Tentative Special Ed Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Members of the Sum-
mit Common Council asked the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders last Thursday to follow the
lead of Essex and Morris Counties by
either not raising county taxes or at
least staying within the state man-
dated 2-percent cap.

Summit Council President Rich
Madden told the Union County Free-
holders that Summit paid $33 million
in county taxes in 2012. “That’s 11
percent of the county taxes when we
only have 4 percent of the popula-
tion,” Mr. Madden said. “…County
taxes are a huge burden that contin-
ues to increase.”

“I’m not here to mull the termina-
tion of county government as some
people may think. I think there are
some great challenges going forward
(for the county). I would like to see a
reduction in the tax burden for Union
County, which can only come with
the reduction in the size of govern-
ment,” Mr. Madden said.

He recommended the county con-
solidate the sheriff’s and county po-
lice departments, privatize Runnells
Specialized Hospital and the county
jail and that the county look to shared
public works services “wherever pos-
sible.”

Summit Councilman Tom
Getzendanner said the entire free-
holder board “should look exhaus-
tively to reviewing all workforce and
operational procedures” and commit
to a “pre-determined tax bogey,
namely the 2-percent nominal cap.”
He said the freeholders should not

use “categorical waivers,” such as
pension and health care costs, to “cir-
cumvent that 2-percent limit.”

New Providence resident Patrick
Moschetti said a recent Star-Ledger
article shows that Union County resi-
dents pay the second highest county
tax in the state at $1,800, behind
Essex County, where homeowners
pay an average of $2,000 in county
taxes.

“I would not be very happy with
that if I was running the county,” Mr.
Moschetti said. He said the county
should cut its tax levy, which was
$303 million in 2012, by 5 percent or
$15 million.

“There would be some instances
where you maybe want to look at
eliminating some programs which
are no longer effective or necessary.
Government has a tendency to keep
things going forever,” Mr. Moschetti
said.

In terms of the other two counties,
six of seven of the Morris County
Board of Freeholders voted for a reso-
lution last week to seek a goal of no
increase in county taxes for the 2013
county budget; a seventh freeholder
abstained. Essex County Executive
Joseph DiVincenzo, Jr. has released a
budget that he says will stay within
the state’s cap.

In response to Morris County taxes,
Union County Freeholder Vice-Chair-
man Chris Hudak said the six Morris
freeholders who supported pushing
for a zero tax increase are in their first
year on the board while the only
board veteran abstained, saying he
“did not think it was wise to make

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – During their
third meeting held in January, mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education last Thursday
looked at the tentative special-edu-
cation budget for the upcoming
school year. Business Administra-
tor Deborah Saridaki and Thomas
Beese, Jr., director of Special Ser-
vices, made the presentation.

According to Mrs. Saridaki, the
special education portion of the bud-
get will be the first of three presen-
tations made on the spending plan.

During the presentation, Mr. Beese
noted that the budget for the tuition
portion of special services is pro-
jected for the 2013-2014 year at
$6,254,265. Last year, the appro-
priations were at $5,888,157 and the
actual expenditures were at
$5,500,885. The transportation por-
tion also is up by $125,444 for the
upcoming year.

Mr. Beese reported all appropria-
tions for resources programs, occu-

pational, physical, speech and be-
havioral therapies, one-to-one aides
and child study teams also have
rose from last year by 1.47 percent.
He said this portion of the budget
would equal $8,136,388.

In the presentation, Mr. Beese also
noted that while the costs for spe-
cial-education programs and re-
sources increase, federal aid is de-
creasing. He said that according to
reports from the county, the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) funding would be down
by 30 percent for the upcoming
school year. He stated, “Union
County officials have recommended
budgeting 70 percent of the IDEA
Grant Dollars awarded in 2012-2013
due to potential federal budget se-
questration.”

Mr. Beese stated that because of
this the district has budgeted
$773,238 in aid. Last year’s grant
totaled $1,104,625. He also noted
that the $331,387 difference must
now “be provided by local funds.”

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — “We did well,” said
James Meehan, executive director of
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA), as he sat down recently
with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times to talk about how the authority
survived Hurricane Sandy.

Mr. Meehan’s statement was borne
out by telephone comments from
Peggy Gallos, executive director of
the Association of Environmental
Authorities of New Jersey (AEA), a
group of 90 sewage authorities around
the state. Ms. Gallos said that RVSA
was likely the only sewage facility in
the tidal surge affected region of
northern New Jersey to have sur-

vived with negligible damage.
In preparation for Sandy’s arrival

on Monday evening, October 29,
RVSA, with the permission of the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP), fired up its
cogeneration facility. The co-gen fa-
cility went down on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 31, due to a power surge caused
by the attempt to start a 700 horse-
power electric motor. This began a
period of one-and-a-half days run-
ning on diesel backup generators,
RVSA officials said.

The use of the diesel engines caused
some concerns because diesel fuel
was in short supply following the
storm due to shut down refineries

Fanwood Planning Board Makes
Appointments, Considers Generators

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Among other 2013
appointees, the Fanwood Planning
Board designated a new chairman at
its January 23 regular meeting.

Former chairman, Jack Molenaar,
was recently elected to the Fanwood
Borough Council and will now serve
as the planning board’s council rep-
resentative. He was replaced as chair-
man by Dale Flowers.

Mr. Flowers has been a planning
board member for more than nine
years, “more years than I care to
remember,” he said, “and vice-chair
for several years.” The board then
elected Matthew Juckes as its new
vice-chairman.

Mr. Flowers and the board wel-
comed new member Elizabeth
Hogan. Ms. Hogan was raised in

Fanwood and has lived in the bor-
ough as an adult for 13 years. She has
been a member of the Fanwood Me-
morial Library Board in the past.

Robert Renaud will remain the
planning board’s attorney. T&M As-
sociates will continue to provide the
planning board engineer, Dominic
Carrino, and planner, Marty Truscott.
Pat Hoynes will return for her 10th

year as planning board secretary.
After appointments and adminis-

tration of oaths of office concluded,
the board got to work, hearing an
application from Peter and Vincenza
Vosseler for a residential generator.
The Vosselers requested a variance to
set the generator back from their house
1.5 feet, rather than the established
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Photo courtesy of Maria LaMorte-Wright
WELCOME...The Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains recently inducted new
members. Pictured, left to right, are: Wayne Zuhl, Eileen Moritz-Spitler, Walter
Bonilla, David LaBush and Donna D’Annunzio.

Scotch Plains Council Splits On
Appointments and New Procedures

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Council
members sparred on Tuesday over
appointments, council procedures and
proper recognition of volunteers.

At its conference meeting, the
council appointed a new township
auditor, labor relations attorney and
tax appeal attorney, but not before
Republican Councilman William
Vastine repeated his comments from
an earlier round of appointments
made at the council’s January 15
meeting.

“When all is said and done,” Mr.
Vastine said this week, “we will have
replaced more than 10 service pro-
viders” in the month since the Demo-
crats gained control of the governing
body. While saying the new appoin-
tees were “well-qualified,” he ex-
pressed concern that the individuals
and the firms were “not as intimately
familiar with Scotch Plains” as their
predecessors.

Democratic Councilman Michael
Marcus said he had “concerns about
the way the selection process was
conducted,” questioning whether it
had been “as fair, open and objective
as it should be.” Like Mr. Vastine, he
singled out the Suplee Clooney au-
diting firm, which Mr. Marcus said
had a “good relationship with our
professional staff. I would not re-
place them at this time.” Echoing Mr.
Vastine, he said replacing the
township’s labor relations attorney –
especially in the midst of merger dis-
cussions between the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood police departments –
would not be “prudent or advisable.”

Mayor Kevin Glover said he was
“absolutely convinced” that the new
appointees “will well serve this com-
munity” and added his feeling that
much of the objections were “politi-
cal.” Deputy Mayor Colleen
Gialanella said the new appointees
would bring “different views” to the
table, adding that keeping the same

professionals in place does not lead
to “change or progress.”

Wiss and Co. was named as town-
ship auditor on a 3-2 vote, with Mr.
Vastine and Mr. Marcus voting no.
Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer was
named labor relations attorney on a
3-2 vote, with Mr. Vastine and Mr.
Marcus dissenting. Palumbo and
Renaud was named tax appeal attor-
ney on a 3-1 vote, with Mr. Vastine
voting no and Mr. Marcus abstain-
ing.

Mr. Vastine and Mr. Marcus also
expressed concerns about proposed
changes to the way council meetings
will be conducted. In what Mayor
Glover said was an effort to “stream-
line” the meetings, he is proposing
that Mrs. Gialanella, as deputy mayor,
formally make the motion on all items
to be considered for vote, introduc-
tion and final adoption – a change
from long-standing procedure where
all council members participate. Mr.
Vastine said doing this will “elimi-
nate the rest of the council” from the
process.

A second change would do away
with readings of each resolution be-
ing considered during the council’s
adoption of its new business consent
agenda. All resolutions are now avail-
able on the township’s website. But
Mr. Vastine said that “not everyone
has a computer,” adding that “people
coming to the meetings don’t have
the opportunity to read [the resolu-
tions] in advance.” He questioned
how the proposed change fit with the
mayor’s pledge of increased trans-
parency by the municipal govern-
ment.

A third change would charge the
township clerk with providing the
so-called “layman’s” explanation of
ordinances being introduced and
voted upon. Until now, a council
member has been tasked with ex-
plaining, in understandable language,
the details of, for instance, a complex
bond ordinance. Mr. Vastine said
council members should continue to
do so. He mused that if the council
implemented the proposed changes,
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